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HISTORY OF THE WARS: BOOK VI 

THE GOTHIC WAR (continued) 

XVI 

Bexisarius and Narses came together with their 
two armies near the city of Firmum,! which lies on 
the shore of the Ionian Gulf, and is one day’s 
journey distant from the city of Auximus. In that 
place they began to hold conferences with all the 
commanders of the army, considering at what par- 
ticular point it would be most to their advantage to 
make the first attack upon the enemy. For if, on 
the one hand, they should proceed against the forces 
besieging Ariminum, they suspected that the Goths 
in Auximus would in all probability, taking them in 
the rear, inflict irreparable harm both upon them 
and upon the Romans who lived in that region ; but, 
on the other hand, they were anxious concerning the 
besieged, dreading lest by reason of their lack of 
provisions they should suffer some great misfortune. 
Now the majority were hostile toward John, and 
made their speeches accordingly; and the charge 
they brought against him was that he had been 

1 Modern Fermo. 
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VI. xvi. 4-9 

moved by unreasoning daring and a desire to gain 
great sums of money to place himself in his present 
dangerous position, and that he would not allow the 
operations of the war to be carried out in due order 
nor in the manner prescribed by Belisarius, But 
Narses, who loved John above all other men, 
beginning to be fearful lest Belisarius should give 
way to the words of the officers and treat the situa- 
tion at Ariminum as of secondary importance, spoke 
as follows: 

“ Fellow officers, you are not debating a question 
of the customary sort, nor are you holding this 
council regarding a situation about which one would 
naturally be in doubt, but in circumstances where it 
is possible even for those who have had no experience 
of war to make their choice offhand and in so doing 
to choose the better course. For if it seems to be 
true that each of these two alternatives offers to 
those who fail an equal degree of danger and 
evenly balanced possibilities of mischief, it is alto- 
gether worth while to deliberate and to go most 
thoroughly into the arguments, and only then to 
make our decision regarding the situation before us. 
But if we should wish to put off the assault upon 
Auximus to some other time, the penalty we shall 
suffer will involve in no way any vital interest of 
ours; for what difference could arise during the 
interval? But if we fail at Ariminum, we shall in 
all probability, if it is not too bitter a thing to say, 
shatter the strength of the Romans, Now if John 
treated your commands with insolence, most excellent 
Belisarius, the atonement you have already exacted 
from him is surely ample, since it is now in your 
power either to save him in his reverse or to abandon 
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him to the enemy, But see that you do not exact 
from the emperor and from us the penalty for mistakes 
committed by John through ignorance. For if the 
Goths capture Ariminum at the present juncture, it 
will be their good fortune to have made captive a 
capable Roman general, as well as a whole army 
and a city subject to the emperor, And the calamity 
will not stop with this, but it will also have such 
weight as to determine the fortune of the war in 
every field. For you should reason thus regarding 
the enemy, that they are still, even at the present 
time, far superior to us in the number of their 
soldiers, and they have lost their courage only 
because of the many reverses they have suffered. 
And this is natural ; for the adversity of fortune has 
taken away all their confidence. If, therefore, they 
meet with success at the present time, they will at 
no distant date recover their spirit and thereafter 
they will carry on this war with a boldness, not 
merely equal to ours, but actually much greater. 
For it is a way with those who are freeing themselves 
from a difficult situation always to have a better 
heart than those who have not yet met with disaster,” 
Thus spoke Narses. 

At this time a soldier who had escaped from 
Ariminum by slipping through the guard of the 
barbarians came into the camp and shewed Belisarius 
a letter which John had written to him, conveying 
the following message: “ Know that for a long time 
all our provisions have been exhausted, that we are 
no longer able either to hold out against the populace 
or to ward off our assailants, and that within seven 
days we shall unwillingly surrender both ourselves 
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and this city to the enemy; for beyond this time we 
are absolutely unable to overcome the necessity 
which is upon us, and this necessity, I think, will 
be a sufficient apology in our behalf, if we do any- 
thing which is unseemly.” Thus, then, did John 
write. But Belisarius, on his part, was sorely per- 
plexed and plunged into the greatest uncertainty. 
For while he was fearful concerning the besieged, 
he suspected, at the same time, that the enemy in 
Auximus would overrun the whole country round 
about and plunder it with never‘a fear, and also that 
they would ambush his own army from behind at 
every opportunity, and especially whenever he joined 
battle with his opponents, and would thus in all 
probability do the Romans great and irreparable 
harm. Finally, however, he did as follows. He 
left Aratius with a thousaid men there, instructing 
them to make a camp by the sea, at a distance of 
two hundred stades from Auximus. These troops 
he commanded neither to move away from that 
position nor to fight a decisive action with the 
enemy, except in so far as to drive them off from 
the camp, if they should ever make an attack upon 
it. For he hoped by this course to make it certain 
that the barbarians, seeing Romans encamped close 
by, would remain quietly in Auximus and never 
follow his own army to do it harm. And he des- 
patched by sea a very considerable army commanded 
by Herodian, Uliaris and Narses the brother of 
Aratius. But Ildiger was appointed commander-in- 
chief of the expedition, and he was instructed by 
Belisarius to sail straight for Ariminum, taking care 
not to attempt putting in to shore near the city 

9 



PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

TH éxelvyn cry eyxeipyr@ory: 66 yap adtods 
\ 

mopever Oat THs Hidovos ov TONAD dmrobev. Kab 
oTpariay peev GAANY, AS Maprivos TPXE Tals 
vavol ravrats TapaxohovBodvTas KaTa Tay Tapa- 
lav éxérevev Lévat, evTethapevos, ererdav ayyloTa 
TOV Toreulwy txwvTat, TUPAa TELoVa Kal OV KATA 
NOyov ToD otTpaTtod Kalew, Soxynoiv Te TrajOous 
TOAAM TAEloVvoS Tis EvavTloLs TapéxecOaL. av- 

\ Y ¥ GN a eat} > , = , 
Tos Sé AAAnY OSdY THs Hidvos ar@TaT@ odcav EvY 
te Napo} cal tO Aro otpate dia Todrews 
OvpBicarias ye, jv 6) €v Tots Eumpocbev 

7 ov ’ , a or M7 
xpovors ob Tws "Aapryos Kabetrev WaTE ANNO YE 
avTh ovd oTiody amodéXerTrTat TOD mpoTEpov 
Koo MOV, OTL Wr) TUANS plas Kal THs KaTAGKEUTS 
Tod edapous Aeiavov wy Spayv. 

XVII 

‘Evtadea oe idety Oéapa Evvnvéx On TOLOVOE. 
jvika o Ebp TO ‘loavyy oTpaTos és Tlexnvods 
re, yéyover, @s TO elds, Tapayy TLS TON 
Tots TAUTY dv perors. TOV TE yuvarcay ai ev 
épevyor eEarrwvatos bn adtav éxdorn Suvara 
éyeyover,t ai dé KaTarauBavouerac }yovTo KOT Le 
ovdert mpos TOV EVTUXOVTOY, év TOUT@ obv TO 
Neopio pla Tes yur) aprios Texovoa Kal TO mactiov 
amohuTodaa év rols omapyavors eruxe® él ys 
Keiuevor, Kal elite gdevyouca elte Ud’ oTovody 
Katarngbeioa evtad0a érarijxew obwéte ayer 

l §an—eyeydver L: om. K. 
2 &rvxe Christ: om. MSS. 

ro 
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while the land army was still far ‘behind ; for they 
would be proceeding by a road not far ‘from the 
coast. And he ordered another army under com- 
mand of Martinus to march along the coast, keeping 
near these ships, and instructing them that, when 
they came close to the enemy, they should burn a 
greater number of camp-fires than usual and not in 
proportion to the actual numbers of the army, and 
thus lead their opponents to believe their numbers 

-to be much greater than they actually were. He 
himself, meanwhile, went by another road far 
removed from the shore with Narses and the rest of 
the army, passing through the city of Urvisalia,! 
which in earlier times Alaric destroyed so completely ? 
that nothing whatever has been left of its former 
grandeur, except a small remnant of a single gate 
and of the floor of the adjoining edifice. 

XVII 

In that place it was my fortune to see the follow- 
ing sight. When the army of John came into 
Picenum, the people of that region, as was natural, 
were thrown into great confusion, And among the 
women, some took hurriedly to flight, wherever each 
one found it possible, while others were captured and 
led away ina disorderly manner by those who chanced 
upon them. Now a certain woman of this city had, 
as it happened, just given birth to a child, and had 
abandoned the infant, leaving it in its swaddling 
clothes lying upon the ground ; and whether she 
sought safety in flight or was captured by someone or 
other, she did not succeed in getting back again to 

1 Urbs Salvia, modern Urbisaglia. 
2 In the invasion of 452 a.p. 
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that place; for assuredly it fell out that she dis- 
appeared from the world or at least from Italy. So 
the infant, being thus abandoned, began to cry. 
But a lone she-goat, seeing it, felt pity and came 
near, and gave the infant her udder (for she too, 
as it happened, had recently brought forth young) 
and guarded it carefully, lest a dog or wild beast 
should injure it. And since the confusion was long 
continued, it came about that the infant partook of 
this food for a very long time. But later, when it 
became known to the people of Picenum that the 
emperors army had come there to injure the 
Goths, but that the Romans would suffer no harm 
from it, they all returned immediately to their 
homes. And when such of the women as were 
Romans by birth came to Urvisalia with the men, 
and saw the infant still alive in its swaddling clothes, 
they were utterly unable to comprehend what had 

happened and considered it very wonderful that 
the infant was living. And each of them who 
chanced to be at that time able to do so offered her 
breast. But neither would the infant now have any- 
thing to do with human milk, nor was the goat at all 
willing to let it go, but as it kept bleating unceasingly 
about the infant, it seemed to those present to be 
feeling the greatest resentment that the women came 
near it and disturbed it as they did, and, to put all 
in a word, she insisted upon claiming the babe as 
her own. Consequently the women no longer dis- 
turbed the infant, and the goat continued to nourish 
it free from fear and to guard it with every care. 
Wherefore the inhabitants of the place appropriately 
called this infant Aegisthus.1 And when I happened 

1 From até ‘‘a goat.” 
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to be sojourning in that place, by way of making a 
display of the strange sight they took me near the 
infant and purposely hurt it so that it might cry out. 
And the infant, annoyed by those hurting it, began 
to cry; whereupon the goat, which was standing 
about a stone’s throw away from it, hearing the cry, 
came running and bleating loudly to its side, and took 
her stand over it, so that no one might be able to 
hurt it again. Such then is the story of this Aegisthus. 

But Belisarius was advancing through the moun- 
tains in this region. For seeing that he was greatly 
inferior to his opponents in numbers, he did not 
wish to engage in an open battle with them, since 
he could see that the barbarians were actually 
paralyzed by their previous defeats; and he thought 
that, as soon as they learned that a hostile army was 
coming upon them from all sides, they would not 
once think of resistance, but would without the least 
hesitation turn to flight. And indeed he arrived at 
a correct opinion regarding the situation, and his 
suppositions were not at variance with what the 
future was to bring forth. For when they had 
reached a point in the mountains where they were 
about one day’s journey distant from Ariminum, 
they happened upon a small company of Goths who 
were travelling on some necessary errand, And 
these Goths, falling in unexpectedly with a hostile 
army, were quite unable to get away from the road 
before they were attacked by the missiles of those 
who marched in the van, and some fell on the spot, 
while others, after receiving wounds, succeeded in 
hiding themselves by scrambling up some of the high 
cliffs close by. From that position they watched 
the Roman army collecting over all the rough 
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ground, and they supposed them to be many more 
than they really were. And seeing the standards of 
Belisarius there also, they realized that he was 
leading this army in person. Then night came on 
and the Romans bivouacked where they were, while 
the wounded Goths went stealthily to the camp of 
Vittigis. And reaching it about midday, they dis- 
played their wounds and declared that Belisarius 
would be upon them almost at once with an army 
past numbering. Then the Goths began to prepare 
for battle to the north of the city of Ariminum, for 
they thought that the enemy would come from that 
direction, and they were all constantly looking 
toward the heights of the mountain, But when, as 
night came upon them, they had laid down their 
weapons and were resting, they saw many camp-fires 
to the east of the city, about sixty stades away— 
these were the fires which the troops of Martinus 
were burning—and they fell into a state of helpless 
fear; for they suspected that they would be sur- 
rounded by the enemy at daybreak. So for that 
night they bivouacked in such a state of fear; but 
on the succeeding day at sunrise they saw a fleet of 
ships in overwhelming numbers bearing down upon 
them, and being plunged into speechless terror, 
they made a rush to flee. And while they were 
packing up their luggage as quickly as they could, 
there arose so much confusion and shouting among 
them that they neither paid heed to the commands’ 
given nor did they think of anything else than 
how each man for himself could get away first from 
the camp and place himself inside the fortifications 
of Ravenna. And if the besieged had only had 
some strength or daring left in them, they could 
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have killed great numbers of the enemy on the 
spot by making a sally from the city, and the 
whole war would have ended there. But, as it was, 
this was prevented by the great fear which had 
taken possession of them because of their past 
experiences, and by the weakness which had come 
upon many owing to the lack of provisions. So the 
barbarians, leaving there some of their possessions 
in the excess of their confusion, began to run as fast 
as they could go on the road to Ravenna. 

XVIII 

Amone the Romans, Ildiger and his men were 
the first to arrive at the enemy’s camp, and they 
made slaves of such of the Goths as had remained 
there suffering from sickness of one kind or another, 
and collected all the valuables which the Goths had 
left in their flight. And Belisarius with his whole 
army arrived at midday. And when he saw John 
and his men pale and dreadfully emaciated, he said 
to him, hinting at the rashness of his audacious deed, 
that he owed a debt of gratitude to Ildiger. But 
John said that he recognized his obligation, not to 
Ildiger, but to Narses, the emperor’s steward, im- 
plying, I suppose, that Belisarius had not come to 
his defence very willingly, but only after being 
persuaded by Narses. And from that time both 
these men began to regard each other with great 
suspicion. It was for this reason that the friends 
of Narses even tried to prevent him from marching 
with Belisarius, and they sought to shew him how 
disgraceful it was for one who shared the secrets of 

3 Sedov KL: dewas V. 
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the emperor not to be commander-in-chief of the 
army, but to take orders from a mere general. For 
they expressed the view that Belisarius would never 
willingly share with him the command of the army 
on equal terms, but that, if he wished to take com- 
mand of the Roman army for himself, he would be 
followed by the greater part of the soldiers, and 
much the best ones too, together with their com- 
manders. For the Eruli, they said, and Narses’ own 
spearmen and guards, and the troops commanded 
by Justinus and John himself, together with the 
forces of Aratius and the other Narses, amounted 
to not less than ten thousand men, brave soldiers 
and especially capable warriors, and they did not 
wish the subjugation of Italy to be reckoned to the 
credit of Belisarius alone, but desired that Narses 
too should carry off his share of the honour. For they 
supposed that he had left the society of the emperor, 
not that by facing danger himself he might establish 
the glory of Belisarius, but presumably in order 
that by making a display of deeds of wisdom and 
bravery he might become famous among all men. 
Furthermore, they said, even Belisarius would thence- 
forth be unable to accomplish anything without 
these troops. For the greater part of the forces 
which he commanded had already been left behind 
in fortresses and cities which he had himself captured, 
and they enumerated them all, starting at Sicily and 
naming them in order as far as Picenum. 

When Narses heard this, he was exceedingly 
pleased with the suggestion and could no longer 
restrain his mind or tolerate the existing arrange- 
ment. Often, therefore, when Belisarius thought 
proper to undertake some new enterprise, he would 
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resort to different pretexts, now one and now 
another, and thus block the project he was urging. 
And Belisarius, perceiving this, called together all 
the commanders and spoke as follows: 

«Tt seems to me, fellow officers, that I do not 
have the same opinion regarding this war as you 
have. For you, I see, are contemptuous of the 
enemy as being completely vanquished. But my 
opinion is that by this confidence of yours we shall 
fall into a danger which can be foreseen, because I 
know that the barbarians have not been vanquished 
by us because of any lack of courage on their part 
or because of inferiority in numbers, but that it is 
by means of careful planning beforehand that they 
have been outgeneralled, and consequently have 
turned to flight from this place. And I fear that 
you may be deceived in regard to these facts because 
of your false estimate of the situation, and may thus 
do irreparable harm both to yourselves and to the 
cause of the Romans. For those who, accounting 
themselves victorious, are lifted up by their achieve- 
ments are more readily destroyed than those who 

have indeed suffered an unexpected reverse, but 
thereafter are actuated by fear and abundant 
respect of their enemy. For while indifference has 
sometimes ruined men who were in good ase, 
energy coupled with solicitude has often relieved 
those who had been unfortunate. For, on the one 
hand, when men allow themselves to drift into an 
attitude of unconcern, the measure of their strength 
is wont, as a rule, to be lessened, but, on the other 
hand, careful study of a situation is naturally calculated 
to instil vigour. Accordingly, let each one of you 
remember that Vittigis is in Ravenna with many 
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_ tens of thousands of Goths, that Uraias is besieging 
Milan and has brought the whole of Liguria under 
his power, that Auximus is already filled with an 
army both numerous and formidable, and that many 
other places, as far as Urviventus,! which is in the 
neighbourhood of Rome, are guarded by barbarian 
garrisons which are a match for us. Consequently 
the situation is more perilous for us at the present 
time than it formerly was, seeing that we have come 
to be, in a way, surrounded by the enemy. And 
this is not all, for I pass over the report that the 
Franks also have joined forces with them in Liguria, 
a thing which cannot fail to be remembered by all 
Romans with great fear. I state, therefore, as my 
opinion that a part of the army ought to be sent to 
Liguria and Milan, but that the rest should in- 
stantly proceed against Auximus and the enemy, 
there, in order to accomplish whatever God permits ; 
and afterwards we should also take in hand the 
other tasks of the war in whatever way seems best 
and most advantageous.” So spoke Belisarius. 

And Narses replied as follows: “ In other respects, 
General, no one could deny that everything has been 
spoken by you with truth. But that the emperor’s 
whole army here should be divided between Milan 
and Auximus alone I consider to be utterly inex- 
pedient. It would not be at all unreasonable for you, 
on your part, to lead against these places such of 
the Romans as you yourself might wish, but we, on 
our part, shall take possession for the emperor of 
the territory of Aemilia, which the Goths are making 
the greatest effort to win for themselves, and we 
shall harass Ravenna in such a way that you will 

1 Urbs Vetus ; modern Orvieto. 
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crush the enemy before you as you wish, while they 
are excluded from the hope of armies to support 
them. For if we should elect to join you in carrying 
on a siege at Auximus, the barbarians, I fear, will 
come upon us from Ravenna, with the result that 
we shall become exposed to the enemy on both 
sides and, being at a distance from our base of 
supplies, we shall be destroyed on the spot.” Such 
were the words of Narses. 

But Belisarius feared that, if the Romans should 
go against many places at once, it would come about 
that the emperor’s cause would be weakened and 
finally ruined by the confusion resulting therefrom, 
and so he shewed a letter from the Emperor Justinian 
which he had written to the commanders of the 
army, conveying the following message: “ We have 
not sent our steward Narses to Italy in order to 
command the army; for we wish Belisarius alone 
to command the whole army in whatever manner 
seems to him to be best, and it is the duty of all of 
you to follow him in the interest of our state.” Such 
was the purport of the emperor’s letter. But Narses, 
laying hold of the final words of the letter, declared 
that Belisarius at the present time was laying plans 
contrary to the interest of the state; for this reason, 
he said, it was unnecessary for them to follow him. 

XIX 

Upon hearing this Belisarius sent Peranius with 
a numerous army to Urviventus with instructions to 
besiege it, while he himself led his army against 
Urbinus,! a city of strong defences and guarded by 

1 Modern Urbino. 
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yevér Bat Tapyver. ot peer oby mpéaBeus TOV 
TUA@Y ayxod ryevopevot (ov yap TH TOAEL o pas 
edeEavto ol TOKE MLOL) TOANG TE Kal Mav € eraywya 
eiTov, of 6€ Vor0ot xe@ptou TE toxvi Oappobvtes 
Kal TOV éTITNSELwWY TH abbovia TOUS pev Noryous 

NKLTTA évedéXovTo, Kata taxos 6€ “Pwpaious 
évOévde éxéXevov atadraccecOat. Bedtodpios 

obv Tadta aKovoas paBdouvs Taxelas TH OTPATO 
EvvAnreyery ernyyedre, oToady Te aT avTayv ToLel- 

1 gkal—etnyounevy L: om. K, 
2 of Haury: om. MSS. 
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a sufficient garrison of Goths (it is at a distance from 
the city of Ariminum of one day’s journey for an 
unencumbered traveller), and as he led forth the 
army he was followed by Narses and John and all 
the others. And upon coming near the city, they 
encamped in two divisions along the foot of the 
hill; for they had not combined their forces at all, 
but the troops of Belisarius held the position to the 
east of the city, and those of Narses that to the 
west. Now the city of Urbinus is situated upon 
a hill which is round and exceedingly high. How- 
ever, the hill is neither precipitous nor altogether 
impossible to climb, and it is difficult only by reason 
of being very steep, especially as one comes very 
close to the city. But it has one approach by level 
ground on the north. So the Romans were stationed 
for the siege as has been stated. Now Belisarius 
was of the opinion that the barbarians would some- 
what readily make terms with the Romans for a 
surrender, believing that they had become terrified 
by the danger, and so he sent envoys to them, 
promising that they would receive many benefits, 
and exhorting them to become subjects of the 
emperor. These envoys stood near the gates (for 
the enemy would not receive them into the city), 
and spoke at length, making a great effort to win 
them over, but the Goths, confident in the strength 
of their position and their abundance of provisions, 
would not listen to their proposals, and bade the 
Romans depart from the city with all speed. So 
when Belisarius heard this, he ordered the army to 
collect thick poles and to make of them a long 

3 Gu) BeArodpiov Scheftlein : BeAtcaptov aut MSS. 
* idvrs Comparetti: dvr: MSS, 
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7 cat paxpav. Hs on évTos KpUTTOMEvoL Eweov 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

Toy Te mwudMv Evy avTh dyXorare ievat, 2 
padora, 0 Y@pos 6 wars €oTl, Kal TH és 70 
TelXos emiBouns xphcda. Kal of pev Kata 
TavTa érotoup. 

Napon dé Evyyevomevot THV éritySelwy TLvés, 
amépavtd Te Troveiv Behuodpvov Kal Ta cnx ava. 
émivoewy Epackon. 76n yap Toaveny TOU xwpiou 
antoTelpacamevov, Kal TavTa OdyoOv TWOY 
THVLKAUTA ppoupav EXOVTOS, avahorov avTo 
noOhabar * mavTaTacw evar (Kal Hy dé ores), 
aXW avTov xXpHvat Baotrel avacwcacba Ta éml 
Aiutrtas Xwpia. TavTy o Napofs tH vroOnnn 
avarreva Beis vUKTOP TV mpoaedpelav déduce, 
kaitep BeXtoapiov moda ALTApOdVTOS pévEW TE 
avtod Kal OvpBivov Tod odict Evvedety. ovTOL 
pev és Apipwvov cata Taxos Ely TO AAW OTPATO 
tKovTo. Mépas dé Kal ot BapBapor érrel Kara 
Hplov TOUS Troe plous dvaxopycavTas dua npépa 
eon, éT@Oafov aro Tov TepiSdorou Tovs _bepevn- 
Kotas épecyedodvtes. Bedrodpios dé TH ReuTrO- 
pévyn oTpaTLa TEevyopaxety nOere. Kab of TadTA 
Bovrevopéve eUTUXN HLL yeveo Pau EvynvexOn 
Pavpacvov olov. pela. TUS Hv év OdpBive TnYyn, 
e& 8 én TavTES Ob TavTy oikobvres UdpevovTo. 
airy KATA Bpax) a amo ) TAVTOMATOU amoEnpavbeioa 
vréhnyev. év Te nuepars TpLoly oUTwS avTHY TO 
bdwp aréditev Hate Ely TO THNA® évOévde avTo 

1 nobjobar: Hodetcbar K, écecOa L, aicbécba Maltretus. 

1 See Book VI. x. 5. 
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colonnade. This device was destined to cover the 
men hidden inside as they moved it forward close 
up to the gate at the particular point where the 
ground was level and carried on their operations 
against the wall. So the soldiers were engaged in 
this work. 

But some of the intimates of Narses gathered 
around him and declared that Belisarius was under- 
taking an endless task and devising impracticable 
plans. For John, they said, had already made an 
attempt upon the place,! and that too at a time 
when it was guarded by only a few men, and had 
perceived that it was altogether impregnable (and 
this was true), and they said that he ought to 
recover for the emperor the land of Aemilia. And 
since he was won over by this suggestion, Narses 
at night abandoned the siege, although Belisarius 
begged him earnestly to remain there and assist his 
own troops in capturing the city of Urbinus. So 
Narses and his followers went in haste to Ariminum 
with a portion of the army. And as soon as Moras 
and his barbarians saw at daybreak that one-half of 
the enemy had withdrawn, they began to shout 
taunts and bantering words from the fortifications 
at those who had remained. Belisarius, however, 
was purposing to storm the wall with his remaining 
force. And while he was Jaying plans for this 
attack, an altogether wonderful piece of good 
fortune befell him. There was only one spring in 
Urbinus, and from it all the inhabitants of the city 
were drawing water. This spring of its own accord 
little by little dried up and began to give out. And 
in three days the water had left it to such an extent 
that the barbarians drawing from it were drinking 

31 



14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

ot BapBapor apudmevor érivov. S40 82 ‘Peopaiors 
T poo yo pety eyooar. Bedioaptos Sé tadta fev 
ovdapy TeTUT LEVOS nOerev dmoretpacacbat TOU 
mepiBorov. Kal TO ev AAO oTpaTevua eEoTALCAasS 
KUKAM Guhl Tov AOhov aTavTa ExTyoE, TLVas SE 
exédXevoey ev TH pared THY aTO TaV paBdwr 
émayev oTodv: oUTw yap Kanely THY wnyaviy 
vevouuikact TaVTnV. of dé avTHS évTOS UTodvYTES 
éBadi.fov te Kal Tipv oroay epeidxov TOUS ToNE- 
plous AavOavovres. of pev ody BapRapot Xelpas 
Tas deEvas amo TOV ema feov T POTELVO{LEVOL 
édéovTo TAS elpnvns TuxelD. “Pwpator dé ovK 
elddTes TL TOV audi TH ™ Yn EvpTrert@KoT@r TOV 
TE TONE MOV avtovs Kal THY pnxavny * Sediévar 
Um@mTEvov. dupdorepor yoov THs MaXnS Go pevot 
dma xXovTO. kal Tor@or Bedecapio opas Te 
avTous Kal TIv TONW 0mooryiae Tapéocay, ep’ 
@ Kax@v atrabets Helveact, Baciréos KAT?) KOOL 
dv TO ‘Pe@patov oTpaT@ éml TH ion Kal omoia 
yeyevnmevor. 

Napois S€ tadta axovoas év Oavparti te Kal 
Evypope TO Tpadyua érroreiro. Kal avdtos pev év 
"Aptmive éte novyavev, “Iwavyny S€ TO Tartl 
otpat@ emi Karojvay eEnyeto bar exehevev. ot dé 
cripaas pépovTes necav. érrel dé ayxXora TOU 
ppoupiou éyevorro, mpooéBarnov TE Kal TOD TeEpL- 
Borou areterpOvTo. Kaptepas dé Tav BapBapwr 
apvvoméevmy AdroL TE TOAAOL aUTOD erecor Kal 
Pavideos 6 tHv “EpotvN@v Hyovpevos. “lwavyns 

1 unxardy Ki: wdxny Le 

1 This stoa of the Greeks was the vinea of the Romans. 
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the water along with mud, Consequently they 
decided to capitulate to the Romans. But Belisarius, 
who had not received any information of this, was 
still purposing to make an attempt upon the fortifica- 
tions. And he armed his entire force and placed it 
in a circle about the whole hill, and then commanded 
a few men to move forward the colonnade of poles 
(for such is the name by which this device is custom- 
arily called 1) where the ground was level. So these 
men went into it and began to walk and to draw the 
colonnade with them, hidden from the eyes of the 
enemy. Thereupon, the barbarians, stretching forth 
their right hands from the parapet, begged to receive 
peace. But the Romans, not knowing anything of 
what had taken place regarding the spring, supposed 
that it was the combat and the Roman device 
which they dreaded. Both sides, at any rate, gladly 
refrained from battle. And the Goths surrendered 
both themselves and the city to Belisarius with the 
condition that they should remain free from harm 
and that they should become subjects of the emperor 
on terms of complete equality with the Roman army. 

But Narses, upon hearing of this success, was 
filled with both astonishment and dejection. And 
he himself still remained quietly in Ariminum, but 
he ordered John to lead his whole army against 
Caesena.?_ So they went, taking ladders with them. 
And when they came close to the fortress, they 

delivered an attack and made trial of the fortifica- 
tions. But since the barbarians defended themselves 
manfully, many fell in the fight and among them 
Phanitheus, the leader of the Eruli. So John, 

2 Modern Cesena. 
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d& Kasonvns TOTE TOU ppoupiov dmroTux@V 1 Gtro- 
meipiia bar ovKére nElov, émeb of avaddwTov eofev 
elvau, Evv Te ‘lovativ@ Kal TO ado oTpaT@ 
Tpocw HAaUVE. Kal mou bev apxatav €k TOU 
aipyedtou KatéXaPer 4) y) Popoxopyydsos OvOMATTAL, 
trav oé BapBdpov of ae Te UTOXwpPOvYT@V kal 
ovdapt € és xEtpas iovT@r, Eipracav Baoinrei THD 
Aipidiav avec@oato. tadta pev odv éepépeto 
THOE. 

XX 

Behuoaptos 86, érrel OuvpBivov appt Tpomras 
Neumepuvas elev, és pe ADEtpov € ev TO TapauTixa 
tévat a&vpudopov @ETO elvarr ypovov yap odict 
tetpirecOar Toh ev Th és auTiy * mpocedpeta 
UmamTeve. Bia te yap. TO Xepiov éXety epuparos 
tox vi advvatoy Hv, Kai of BdpBapot tworXoi Te 
Kal dprarot evtavoa, &omep foe Tpoded#/rA@T aL, 
pura & EXOVTES, TONAHDY TVA Aniodwevoe YoOpav 

péya TL TOV émuTndeiov NPHa eonvéyeavTo 
opiow. "A patiov dé ody ToAA} oTparid év 
Pippo Siaxerpatery éxéXeve purddocew Te OTWS 
TO DovTrov ap KaT éFovotav ot BdpBapot Tas 
émexdpouas ® ev évde TOLOUMEVOL ddeéatepov 7a 
éxelvyn xwpta BidSovrar: avTos évToe én 
OvpBiBevtov emiye TO orpatevpa. Lepaveos 
yap avtov és totto évipyev, érel rods tadTn 

1 arotuxov K: amotuxdy adtod wey L. 
2 airy Kraseninnikov: adtdy MSS 
8 érexdpoudas K: emdpouds L. 

34 



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VI. xix. 21-xx. 4 

failing to capture the fortress of Caesena at that 
time, saw fit to make no further attempt upon it, 
since it seemed to him impregnable, and he marched 
forward with Justinus and the rest of the army. 
And by a sudden move he succeeded in taking 
possession of an ancient city which is named Foro- 
-cornelius;1 and since the barbarians constantly 
retired before him and never came to an engage- 
ment, he recovered the whole of Aemilia for the 
emperor. Such was the course of these events. 

XX 

Now Belisarius, since he had captured Urbinus at 
about the winter solstice, thought it inexpedient to 
march against Auximus immediately ; for he suspected 
that a long time would be consumed by his troops 
in besieging it. For it was impossible to take the 
place by storm because of the strength of its defences, 
and the barbarian garrison of the city was both 
numerous and composed of the best troops, as I 
have previously stated,” and since they had plundered 
a large tract of country, they had brought in for 
themselves a great store of provisions. But he com- 
manded Aratius with a numerous army to pass the 
winter in Firmum and to be on his guard that the 
barbarians in future should not be at liberty to make 
their raids from Auximus and fearlessly to carry on 
a campaign of violence in that region; he himself, 
however, led his army against Urviventus. For 
Peranius kept urging him to do this, since he had 

1 Forum Cornelii ; modern Imola. 
2\ Chap. xi. 2. 
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Tor8ous TOV émruTndetov Umoomavi ter HenKoel 
pos TOV avToModwy, mrmube Te, IV TpoS TH 

atopia TOV avaryKatov Kal Bedvoapuov mavrt 
Tov TapovTa TO oT pate idooe, paov évo@ce* 
Omep éryeveETO. Beducdpios yap, émevon TaXLoTa 
és OvpBiPevtov dinero, amavTas pev evo Tpa- 

toTecevoacbar év Xopw émitndetws KELpev@ 
éxédevoev, avTos 5é KUKA@ TeEpLL@Y SLEcKOTETO 
el Tas auriy Bialeabat ovK advvara 7. seh ol 
enxavn bev ovdemia edokey etvar @ote Bia Tut 
TO Xeptov éNetv. AdOpa dé avtod e€ éreBoudis 
ov Tavramacw boxer AuHnXavos of 1 eTLKpAaTNaLS 
écec Oar. 
_Aodos yap Ts éx xoihns is avexer Hovos, Ta 

bev UrrepOev UrTids Te Kal omanos, 7a éé KaT oO 
Kpnuvooys. aupl dé Tov Aogov é ioounxets TET pat 
KUKN@oW avTOD ToLODYTAaL TLVAa, OUK ayXLoTAa TN 
ovaalt, GAN bcov Bornv SéYovcat riOov. eri 
TovTov 6 Tov AOPov of Tadat avOpwrose THY 
Todw edciavTo, ovTEe TELXN TrEpiBaNovTES OUT 
ANNO TL OXVPWMA TroLnaaEvoL, errEl pice avrois 
TO Xeplov avarwtov édokev eivat. pila 4p és 
avuTnp ex TOV meTpov ela 0005 TuyXdver ovaa, iv 
pvraccopévots! tois TavTn wKNMEVOLS OVSEMLaY 
érépoO Toheniov mpoo Bory dedtévar Eup Baiver. 
Xepis yap TOU Xeptov 2, THY Eloodov 1 pvows és 
Tay moMy eTEKTIVATO, @omeEp Epp On, TOTALOS s 
ael péyas Te Kal dTOpevToOS TA pweTakd eNeEL TOU TE 

I hy pvdaccouevois K: fis pudacooperns L. 
* wotauds tre MSS: te bracketed by Dindorf. 

1 The nearest eminence is a good half-mile away (Hodgkin). 
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heard from the deserters that the Goths in that city 
had a scarcity of provisions, and he hoped that if, in 
addition to their lack of supplies, they should see 
Belisarius also present with his whole army, as they 
would suppose, they would give in the more readily, 
as indeed actually happened. For Belisarius, imme- 
diately upon reaching Urviventus, commanded the 
whole army to encamp in a place suitably situated, 
while he himself made a complete circuit of the 
city, looking carefully to see whether it was perhaps 
not impossible to capture it by storm. And it seemed 
to him that there was no possible means of taking 
the place by any manner of assault. However, he 
decided that it would not be altogether impossible 
to capture it by a secret stratagem. 

For the city occupies a lone hill which springs 
from low-lying ground, being on the top level and 
smooth, but precipitous at the base. And round this 
hill there stand rocks of equal height which form, 
as it were, a circle about it, not immediately at the 
base of the hill, but about a stone’s throw away.! 
Upon this hill, then, the men of old built the city, 
and they neither placed walls around it nor con- 
structed defences of any other kind, since the place 
seemed to them impregnable by nature. For there 
is only one approach to the city through the rocks, 
and if the inhabitants of the city only keep this under 
guard, they have nothing to fear from hostile attacks 
at any other point. For apart from the place where 
nature, as has been stated, constructed the approach 
to the city, a river? which is always large and impass- 
able occupies the space between the hill and the 

2 The Paglia now flows on only two sides of the hill 
(Hodgkin), 
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opov Kal TOV TeTPOV WY ApTL euvna Onv. S00 
5) Kal Bpaxetar Twa oixodoptav év TavTyn TH 
elodd@ memoinvTar TO maauov ‘Pwpaior. Kat 
mun } Tus evTadda € eat, dv TOTE V'orOoe epirhac- 
cov. Ta pev odv aud OrpBiBevte TavtTn wy 
EXEL. 

| Beruoaptos dé 7O TavTl oTpaTO és TV TOALOP- 
xtay KadiaTaro, 1 n° "Sua TOU TOTAaMoU Kakoupynoew® 
TH eXTriOa Exov 7) )* Uwe Tapac ricer bas Tos 
TONEMLOUS, ot & BapBapou Téws bev ov TayTa- 
Tact Tay dvaryKatov éomavitov, xaitep évdeearé- 
pos 7) Kata TY Ypelav aura EXOVTES, bps 7H 
TahavTr@pia mapa bofav ayreiXov, Hecora Kev €5 
Tpopis Kopov EPXOuEvoL, dcov oé pr} MLO aTro- 
vio KEW Vpw@mevor ottiois és 7yuépav EKATTNY. 

émel 06 & amavrTa odds ta éritHdera émedeNotTrel, 
déppeus Te ral SipOépas Vdare BpéXovres moNUy 
TLVa Xpovov eiTa HoOiov: ’AXBiras yap os a’tav 
HPXEV, avn | év TorOors Soxtpos warota, értiow 
avutovs Kevais EBooxev. 

“Hvixa te adOis émavimy 0 XYXpoves tiv Tod 
Gépous Hpav hveyxev, 0 aitos dn €v Tots Anlows 
avtTouatos HKuakev, ovXL TotodTos mévToL Ooo 
TO _TporEpov, Gra TOAD Yoowv. éme yap év 
tals aihagw oUK apoTpoLs ovoe Yepotv dvb parrav 
eKxéKpUTTO, arn emumon ss Kel MEVOS eTUXE, Molpav 

avTov Twa oniyny Yh évepyety loxvev. ovdevos 
TE avrov ere dpjo avTos, TOppe akans €eov 
addis Erece Kal ovdev TO Novrrdv evOévdEe EPUn. 
Tavto € todTo Kal év TH Aiwiria EvwremT@xds 

L mvaAn K: wéats Le 2H) K: ef rws L. 
kaxoupyjoeyw K 3 rarovpyhoo L. 44K: wa L. 
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rocks which I have just mentioned. In view of this 
situation the Romans of old built a short piece of 
wall across this approach. And there is a gate in 
it, which the Goths were guarding at that time. 
Such is the situation of Urviventus. 

And Belisarius commenced the siege with his 
whole army, hoping either to deliver an attack by 
way of the river or to bring the enemy to submission 
by famine. The barbarians, on their part, were for 
a time not utterly destitute of provisions, though 
their supply was indeed too scanty for their needs, 
but still they held out beyond all expectation in 
enduring their suffering, never getting sufficient 
nourishment to satisfy them, and using each day 
only enough food so as not to die of starvation. But 
finally, when all their provisions had been exhausted, 
they began to eat skins and hides which they had 
previously soaked in water for a long time; for their 
commander Albilas, a man of especial note among 
the Goths, was sustaining them with empty hopes. 

Now as time went on and brought again the 
summer season, the grain was already ripening uncared 
for in the cornlands, but in no such quantities as 
formerly—indeed it was much less, For since it had 
not been covered in the furrows, either by ploughs 
or by the hand of man, but lay upon the surface, 
the earth was able to make only a small portion of 

‘it take root. And since after that no one reaped it, 
when it had become fully ripe it fell again to the 
ground and nothing grew from it thereafter. And 
this same thing had happened also in Aemilia; and 

1 Jt isimplied in section 4 above that the city surrendered, 
but this is not explicitly stated, and Procopius does not 
return to the subject later. 

39 



18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

-PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

eTUXE. 820 | éxAutrovTes Ta oixeta ol TAUTY avé po- 
TOL és Teanvov HAGoV, OVK ay 010 LEVOL Ta exelvy 
Xepia Sia 7TO ériOaratTia elvar TavTdTace TH 
amopia mélec Gar. Kal Tovexwy dé ovd& TL 
Hooov ef aitias TAS avThs? 0 repos ipvato, aNN’ 
avTav baot év Tots bperw @KNVTO, TOV Spudy Tas 
Baddvous adodvres, @O TEP TOV otto, aprous Te 

amr avtav Trotovpevor joOvov. Kal vooows pe 
TAVTOOATAIS, WS TO ELKOS, OL TAELTTOL HALT KOTO, 
évioe O€ Kal TEepuyevomevot Stec@lovto. év Ilixnv@ 
pévToL Aéyovtas “Pwmatos yewpyol 3 ovX hooous ? 
TEVTE pupiades Aaod MED aTodwnévat, Kal 
TOAN® ETL TAgious ERTOS. KOMTOU Tov ‘Toviov. 

‘Orrofor 5¢ Td eldos éyivovto Kal 6T@ TpdT@ 
€OvnoKkov avTos Oeacdpmevos Ep@v EpYouat. ioxXvol 
pev Kal @Xpol éeyivovto TavTes' } Te yap cap 
arropovoa Tpopys Kata ye TOV manavov Adryov 
éauTis iymrero,® Kab 1) XOX) TO TEpLOVTL TO KpaTos 
TOY T@paTov HON € éxouvea oixetay® Twa eixaciap 
és Tadta npiet. mpoidvtos Sé TOD KaKod, Tacd 
Te avToUS ikmas emedeAOLTEL Kal TO Séppa iav 
area KXNKOS Bvpon pddiora eupepes 7, Soxnow 
TAapeXov WS dpa Tots oa TEé0Ls eumeT™N OS ein. TO 
TE mreheovov és TO péday petaBarorres Sqdious 
tLolv és dryav Kavdeiow éwxecav. Kal avTois péev 
ael Ta Tpocwma &KOauBa Av, del é devas Tl 
poaviKov éBrerov. EOvnoKov Te ot pev aTropig 
Tpopis, of d€ Kal Niav adThs és KOpov lovTes. 

1 Ervxe. 50d L: om. K, 2 rhs avtiis K: om. L. 
* yewpryol L: om. K. 4 Hareto K: éeAcimero L, 

olxelay Haury: ovn elay K, odx) ty L: xAwpdy Herwerden, 
wxpav Hoeschel in marg. 
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because of this situation the inhabitants of that region 
left their homes and went to Picenum, thinking that, 
since that country was on the sea, it could not be 
suffering from absolute lack of food supplies. And 
the Tuscans, no less than the others, were attacked 
by famine for the same cause; and as many of them 
as lived in the mountains were eating loaves made 
of the acorns of the oak trees, which they ground up 
just like grain. The natural result of this was that 
the most of the people fell victim to all manner of 
diseases, and it was only a few who threw these off 
and recovered. Indeed it is said that among the 
Roman farmers in Picenum not less than fifty thousand 
persons perished by famine, and a great many more 
north of the Ionian Gulf. 

I shall now tell of the appearance which they came 
to have and in what manner they died, for I was an 
eye-witness. All of them first became lean and pale ; 
for the flesh, being ill supplied with nourishment, 
according to the old saying “laid hold upon itself,” 
and the bile, having now the mastery of their bodies 
by reason of its excess, lent them almost its own 
appearance. And as the malady developed, all 
moisture left them, and the skin became very dry so 
that it resembled leather more than anything else, 
giving the appearance of having been fastened upon 
the bones. And as they changed from a livid to a 
black colour, they came to resemble torches thoroughly 
burned. And their faces always wore an expression 
of amazement, while they always had a dreadful sort 
of insane stare. And they died, some because of 
the lack of food, and others too by sating themselves 

1 In Procopius the Ionian Gulf is the Adriatic. 
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ered) yap opiow amroaBeo Bev admav To (Seppov 
eruxev Orep » pious évTos éxavoev, el Tis €s 
KO pov avTous, ana pay Kata Bpay, Operpecer, 
@omep TA él KaLpod TexOevTa matdia, olde 
KaTam erat ovKéTL TA olTia éYovTEs, TOAD 
SuepOetpovto Oadcoov. TIves dé ToD RALuov 
vmepRralopévov addi ov eyevoavTo. Kal Néyou- 
Tat yuvatkes dUo év ayp® Tit UTEP "Apumivov 
TONEWS dvdpas értaxaibeca €dndoxévat, damep év 
TO xeopio povas Trepreivar Evvérece. ; 20 87) tous 
éxelyn TopevopLevous Eévous eis TO Swmatiov 
Katavew ovtep attar @Kxovy EvvéBawvev: ods 
8n Kabevdovtas SiapOeipovea: Haotov. Réyouow 
oby TOV dKT@KaLdeKaTov Fevov ef idmvov ava- 
oTavTa, HViKa AUTO tadra Ta! yvuvata ey xetpelv 
euehdov, pabeiv Te Tap avTov dvabopovra TOV 
mavTa doyov Kal dudw Kteivar. TodTO pev 8) 
ovT@ yeyeviia Oat dacw. ob (oe Tele ToL T) Too 
Aepod avayen eX duevor, el rou THs Tapatuxy TOa, 
TON} pev omoudy € én avTNY 7 Teoay, oxhaoaves 
bé avédKewv avrny €x vis émerpavTo. eira (ow 
yap ndtvavro, evel Taca GUTOvs | iaxds émre- 
Aehoirre) umép Te THS Toas® Kab Tis YeELpos 
mimtovtTes EOvyno Kor. wal yh peev avrovs ExpumTev 
oddels ovdauas: ov yap Hv Tis 6TH Kal Tadhs 
AOyos ryévolto* dpvts pévTou avTa@v ovdels iyrrero, 
olou moNNol ouriber Oar TehvKact vexpots THMATLW, 
émrel ovK eixov ovdév OToU epely to. cdpKkas yap 
ardoas, WoTep ot EumpooOen eipntat, mpodeda- 

1 ratta Ta Li: 7a TotadTa K. 
2 réas tre MSS. : te bracketed by Dindorf. 
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too much with it. For since all the warmth which 
nature kindled within them had died away, whenever 
anyone fed them to satiety, and not little by little, 
just like infants newly born, the result was that, since 
they were as yet unable to digest the food, they died 
much more quickly. Some too, overcome by hunger, 
fed upon their comrades. And it is said that two 
women in a certain place in the country above the 
city of Ariminum ate seventeen men; for these 
women, as it happened, were the only inhabitants 
of the place who survived, and consequently it came 
about that strangers travelling that way lodged in 
the little house where these women lived; so they 
would kill these strangers while they slept and eat 
them. Now the story goes that the eighteenth 
stranger was roused from sleep, just when these 
women were about to lay hands upon him, and leap- 
ing up and learning from them the whole story, killed 
both of them. Such, then, is the story which they 
tell. And the most of the people were so overcome 
by their hunger that if they happened upon a bit 
of grass anywhere, they would rush to it with great 
eagerness, and kneeling down, would try to pull it 
from the ground. ‘Then, finding themselves unable 
to do so because all strength had left them, they 
would fall upon the grass and their outstretched 
hand and die. And no one ever laid them in the 
earth, for there was in fact not a man to concern 
himself about burying them; and yet they remained 

untouched by any of those numerous birds which 
have the habit of feeding upon dead bodies, for 
they offered nothing which the birds craved. For 
all the flesh, as I have previously stated, had already 
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a a fal / \ \ \ maviobar TH ALO Sn TeTUYNKE. TA pév O7) 
aud TH AiMO TavTH TH EoXE. 

XXI 

Bedsodpios 8é émerd)) Otpaiay te Kal tods 
BapBapous MedvoAavov TodopKe NKOUGE, Map- 
Tivoy Te Kal Ovrapw Edv ToNrN@ oTpaT@ er 
avtovs émeuwev. ot O€ ured pevou és TOTAMLOv 
Iladov, os Medsoravou aT éxeL Tmepas odor, 
eva Tpatomedevaduevor avTov éuevov. Ypovos TE 
opior Tous evtadda érpi8n, apt TH SiaBaoes 
Tov motauod PBovAnv éxovow. Orep rel 
Movvéiras txovce, TOV Tiva ‘Pwpaiwr, Ilad\ov 

dvouma, Tap avTovs émeuwer. 6 S€ AaGwv pev 
Tovs ToNrepious és Tov Iladou thy dxYAnv FrGEv. 
orKados dé ovdemids év TO TapavTixa émiTVY@V 
amedvcato Te Kal vnxomevos Evy peyado Kivdvve 
tThv SiaBacw éroiujcato. Kopicbels ovv és TO 
‘Papaiwy otpatoredov Kat Tapa Tovs tyoupevous 
HKov édeke Tordoe 

“Maprtivé te cal Ovréiaps, od dSikaia roteite 

oveé So&ns | THS UuoOV avToV afva, Aoyo HED ert 
cornpig TOV Bacirtéws TpayudTov HKovTEs, Epyo 
be thy TorOav Siva muy avgovres. MedrdXavos 
yap oe, ToNEwD T@V ev *"Iraria TATOV padora 

peyéOer Te Kal modvavOparia Kal TH Gdn 
evdarmovig Tapa Tov Tpovxovea, Xepls bé 
TOUT@V pds TE Teppavovs | Kal Tous ddous 
BapBapous emitelyiopd Te ovca Kal Tans, os 
el7rety, m poBeBnwevy THIS ‘Papaloy apxis, és 
kivduvov Tiva éumérroxe weyav Evy te Movvdira 
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been consumed by starvation. Such was the manner 

in which famine visited the land. 

XXI 

Now when Belisarius heard that Uraias and the 
barbarians were besieging Milan, he sent Martinus 
and Uliaris against them with a numerous army. 
But when this force reached the River Po, which is 
one day’s journey distant from Milan, they established 
a camp and remained there. And a long time was 
spent by them at that camp while they were deliber- 
ating about the crossing of the river. And when 
Mundilas heard this, he sent to them one of the 
Romans, Paulus by name. He accordingly passed 
through the lines of the enemy without being 
detected, and reached the bank of the Po. But he 
happened to find no ferry ready at the moment, and 
so he removed his clothing and, at great risk, made 
the crossing by swimming. So when he had betaken 
himself to the Roman camp and had come into the 
presence of the commanders, he spoke as follows : 

“ Martinus and Uliaris, you are not acting justly 
nor in a manner worthy of your own fame, seeing 
that in appearance you have come for the saving of 
the emperor’s cause, but in reality to magnify the 
power of the Goths. For this city of Milan, which 
far surpasses practically all the other cities of Italy 
in point of size and population and in every other 
sort of prosperity, and, apart from these advantages, 
is an outpost against the Germans and the other 
barbarians, and has been thrown out to protect the 
whole Roman empire, so to speak,—this city, I say, 
has now fallen into great danger together with 

45 



10 

11 

12 

13 

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

Kal TO Bacthéos OT PATO, Tapa bev TOV Tohewlov 
évoxdoupérn, Tapa Oé UmeV dpeoupern. Hrixa 
bev ovv notenrat Bactrevds Tap tpav €v TO 
Tapovre, Aévyew adinut. ov yap pot Treloot 
Aoryous 0 Katpos evdidaat XphoPat, ogeiay Twa TH 
TONEL THY emuxoupiay emLgnT Oy, ews ere AelrreTat 
Tis éAtris. vas 6€ dye Xpivau avrixa én pada 
cwovvevourt Meévodavitass a apbvew. nv Yap: TWL 
perrAnoes &v ye TO TapovTe és Huds yphobe,? Hutv 
ev Ta TaVTOV TLKPOTaTA TeTOVOOGLY aTrONw- 
Aévat EvxpSyoetat, vutv dé TO Tots TroNEMLoLs THY 
Bactréws mpoéa bar Svvamiv. tmpoddtas yap, olpat, 
Kanreiabai eiat dixatot ovX of dv Tas UNAS TOS 
EvavTiOLS AVAKNIVOLEV [LOVOY, ANN OVSEV TL Haaor, 
el pty) Kal waAXOv, of Av ToOpKOUpEVOLS TrapoV 
Tois giATdrow aptvew, of S&é THY akivduvoy 
bKYNOW TPO THS aywvias Edopevor, THY éxelvor, 
@S TO ELKOS, ETLKPATNOLY TOS TONEpLOLS OEO@KATL.” 
Iladvos pév tocavta eime, Maprtivos &€ Kai 
Otnriapis &pecOai of adtixa 8) pwdra étrayyera- 
poevot Tov avOpwrov atretéurvavto. 65 61 Kal 
adOis tovs BapBdpovs Aabav és Medsdravov 
vUKT@p ElanOe, TOUS TEgTPaTLMTAs Kal Pwpaious 
admavtas édmiow étapas éTt paddov és TV 
Bactréws riot éréppwcer. 

Ovdev Te dé Hooov ot appl Maptivov dxve 
eX OpLevoL avTov éuevov, ypovos Te ToAvs TAVTY 
5) 7TH Heddajaee érpiBero. poeta 8é Maprivos 
atrohvec Oat THv aitiav eéiwv Berioapio éypaye 

1 xpnode K: xphocbat cvmBA L. 
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Mundilas and the emperor’s army, harassed as it is 
by the enemy, and neglected meanwhile by you. 
And how much the emperor has been wronged by 
you in the present case, I refrain from stating. For 
the urgency of the moment does not allow me to 
use many words, seeking as I do quick assistance for 
the city, while some hope is still left. But you, I 
say, must come to the defence of the people of Milan 
in their peril with all possible speed. For if at the 
present crisis you act with any hesitation in coming 
to us, the result will be for us, on the one hand, to 
perish after suffering the most cruel fate possible, and 
for you, on the other, to have betrayed to the enemy 
the emperor’s power. For those who may perchance 
open their gates to the enemy are not the only ones 
who are justly called traitors, but with equal, nay 
even greater, justice this name belongs to those who, 
though they have the power to defend those dearest 
to them when they are besieged, still choose the 
course of hesitation, which involves no danger, instead 
of engaging in the struggle, and thus probably give 
to their enemy the victory over them.” Thus spoke 
Paulus,and Martinus and Uliaris sent him back with 
the promise to follow him right speedily. And he 
once more succeeded in getting through the bar- 
barians unnoticed, entered Milan by night, and having 
roused the hopes of the soldiers and all the Romans, 
still more strengthened their purpose to be faithful 
0 the emperor. 

Nevertheless Martinus and his men continued to 
ye reluctant to move and remained where they were, 
ind much time was consumed by them in hesitating 
n this way. But finally Martinus, wishing to clear 
1imself of the charge, wrote to Belisarius as follows: 
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rade: “"Eareurpas juds ode Tois ev Medsorav@ 
xwvduvevovol emapuvoovTas, Kal pets * TOANH 
omouon, GaTep ov éxéeves, AYpL és IdSov 
TOTO MOv HKoperv, ov SiaBaivery 6 oTparos béd0cKev, 
émel SUvapiv te V'otOwyv peyadnv cat Bovpyov- 
Saver mapmoND Te Edv avrois THOS év 
Auyovpou eivat aKovoper, ™ pos ovs ye mycets 
Siapaxeo Gat peovoe ovxX olot TE olopeba elvat. 
adra KENEVE ‘Toaveny Te Kal “lovotivov ws 

TAXLOTA (év yerTovev yap npiv év Aiuodiov Th 
xopa eiciv) ood Tots émopevors xivOvvou Hyply 
Tovde Evvdpac bau. KOLWH yap. évoévbe iovtes avToi 
Te c@ou evar Kal Spay Te KaKOV SuvYNnTOpmEBa TOS 
monreputous.” Maptivouv pév ) émuctodn TooadTa 
édyou. Beda dpuos dé, émel avtiy aveheEaro, 
"Iwavyny te Kal “lovotivoy exéreve Ebv Tots appl 
Maprtivov és MedudXavov Kara TAXOS iévat. ob 
bé mpakeww ovodev épacKov, 6 TL”? wy Napojs 

émiaTédrot opiat. 610 62) kal Napon Bedtoapios 
éyparbe TA6e 

f° Ey capa elvan maoav Ty Baoiréas oTparuay 
vopete, Hv dn Hv a youny évoeixvucbat plav 
HoTEp avOparou Ta per EvpBaiver, aAAa TL 
adda ov yopis évepyety BovrecOa,* Neheiperar 
jyply TOV deovt@yv ovdev Srarremparypévors aTroNw- 
Eval, ovxoby Aipodiav poev éa, OUTE TL OXUpopa 
EXoucay ovre TIWa “Pepaiors ev ye TO mapovre 
Katp@ poy pépovoay. ov 88 "lwdvunv te xa) 
"Tovotivoy xéNeve avtixa 6) para evOd tov év 
Mediordve Toreuiov Edv toils audl Maprivoy 

1 jueits Ks ye L. 26K: Aol, 
3 hy 8H hy Ks etrep yoor L. 
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“You sent us hither in order to bring support to 
those endangered in Milan, and we have come in 
great haste, just as you commanded, as far as the 
River Po; but the army fears to cross this river, 
since we hear that a strong force of Goths are in 
Liguria, and a very great multitude of Burgundians 
with them; and against such an army we do not 
consider ourselves able to fight a decisive battle 
alone. But command John and Justinus, who are 
in our neighbourhood in the land of Aemilia, to 
come with all possible speed together with their 
troops and assist us in meeting this danger. For by 
going together from here we shall be enabled both 
to be safe ourselves and also to do some harm to the 
enemy.” Such was the content of Martinus’ letter. 
And Belisarius, upon reading it, commanded John 
and Justinus to join the forces of Martinus and go 
with all speed against Milan. But they said that 
they would do nothing except what Narses com- 
manded them. Wherefore Belisarius wrote also to 
Narses as follows: 

“Consider that the whole army of the emperor is 
one body, and that, if it does not display one single 
purpose, just as do the members of a man, but one 
part wishes to act separately from the others, what 
will be left to us is to perish utterly without having 
performed any of our duties. Therefore have done 
with Aemilia, which neither contains any fortress 
nor has any decisive importance for the Romans, at 
least at the present moment. But do you command 
John and Justinus without the least delay to go 
with the forces of Martinus straight against the enemy 

4 B-brAecba: Maltretus: BotAecbe MSS. 
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idvau, eyyus Te OvTas Kal TpOS TOV BapBapov THY 
émixpaTnaw (KAV@S ExovTas. épot yap évraba 
oTpatias mArAHGos, OTrep av cal oTENOLUL, OUK 
elvat EvpBaiver, dros Te Kal oTpaTwwTas és 
MedvoAavov evOévoe i iévat a€vppopov olopat elvat. 
xpovou Te yap TetpipeTat TAHOos, WOTE omiow 
Tob d€ovTos Karpov és auray nHEoval, Kat Tots 
immrous éml Tots Toheutoes xphe Pax dua phKos 
0600, jvixa és éxelvous abixovrar, ovoapas 
&ovew. ay 6€é ye Evy Te Maptive Kab Ovrtape 
ot avdpes ovroL és Mecvodavov i loot, Kpatnoouat 
Te, @S TO ELKOS, TOV TAUTN BapBapov, Kat THY 
Aipidian KaTahmrovT at avis, ovdevos ett avTi- 
araTodyTos. TAaUTA érrel Napots amevexOévra 
elde Ta ypaupmata, avTos pev “lwavyn te Kal 
Tove tive éméctenrev és Mediddavov Erv TO AAW 
oTpaT® iévat. odiyw bé totepov “lwavyns peév 
és THY Tapaniay éotaryn, OTws aKxaTous évOévde 
KoutCot, oUTw Te SvaBaiverv TOV TOTALOY 0 OTPATOS 
Svvntal. adda vocos avT@ EvuBaca Ta Tpacao- 
peva Suex@AvceD. 

"Ev @ oé of TE appl Maprtivov ™ € THY 
SidBacw oKvI} TEL eXpavTo Kal ol appl Tov 
Lodvyny tas Napood évtoXas Epevon, €v TOUT@ 
Xpovov daTravac Bar TON TL YPHUA TH rodopxia 
TeTUynKev. ol O€ TOAOpKOULEvoL nOn és deyav TO 
ALD mueCopevor Kal Tod KaKOU SmepBratouévov 
KUvOV TE Kal Beey ot MrEloTOL éyevoaVTO Kal 
foov adhov boa és Bpdow avOpwrou ovrrore } 
HArAGov. ot pev obv BdpBapot mpéo Bers mapa 
MovvdtrAav miei évdodvat odiow THv TOdW 

1 odmote K: ov mpdrepov L. 
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at Milan, for they are near at hand and sufficiently 
strong to overpower the barbarians. For it so happens 
that I myself have here no numerous army which I 
could possibly send, and even apart from this, I think 
it inexpedient for soldiers to go from here against 
Milan. Fora great amount of time will be consumed 
in the journey so that they will fail to reach the city 
at the proper moment, and they will be quite unable 
on account of the length of the journey to use their 
horses against the enemy when they reach them. 
But if these men! go with Martinus and Uliaris 
against Milan, they will in all probability both over- 
come the barbarians there and also take possession 
of Aemilia again without encountering any further 
resistance.” When this letter had been delivered 
to Narses and read by him, he himself sent orders 
to John and Justinus to go with the other army to 
Milan. And John a little later set out for the sea- 
coast, in order to bring boats from there, which were 
to enable the army to cross the river. But an illness 
which fell upon him put a stop to the undertaking. 

But while the forces of Martinus were hesitating 
about the crossing of the river, and those of John 
were awaiting the instructions of Narses, a great 
amount of time was consumed, and the siege mean- 
time continued to be pressed. And the besieged 
were already suffering extremely from the famine, 
and under the overwhelming necessity of their 
wretched situation the most of them had begur 
to eat dogs and mice and other animals such as 
had never been eaten by man. So the barbarians 
sent envoys to Mundilas, bidding him surrender the 

1 John and Justinus. 
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+) a \ € 

éxérevov, eb & amabeis adTos TE Kal ol oTpa- 
TLATAL KAKOY pelvoouy. 6 6é TadTa wpmoroynoeE 
mpakeuv, iy eKelvot omép Te avTov Ta mora 
ddrovar Kal ws ovdev axapt és TOV oiKNTOpaV 
Tuva Spdcovarn. ws 6é ol TONE MLOL Mouvvéina Te 
Kab Tots OTPATLOTALS Ta Tura KSocar, Oupe Te 
TOAN@ €5 Avyovpous eX OMEVOL amavras amoNoby- 
TES EvSnrou 7) oa, aovyxarécas Movvdinas tovs 
TTPATLOTAS dmayTas eneEe | ToLdoe: 

“Ki TLVES Kal GAOL TwTTOTE, TApPOV alcxpas 
Bidvat, of S& padrov evKrACHs atroPavety eirovTo 
cwTHplas THS TapauTixa THY ev peTh TOD Biou 
KaTaaTpopiy drraFdpevor, ToLovTous 7) Tuas év 
TO TapovTe Bovroluny av Kal bas elvat Kab mn 
TO propixe TOV pera THS aiaxvyns Biov Sudxew, 
Kal TavTa amo THs Behuoaptou biacKanias, % HS 
éK manavod ' petaaxXovow Opi pn ovxl yevvaious 
Te Kal Mav evTOAOUS eivau oux davov. Tots peev 
yap els pas HKovol’ pia TIS aTace T poepxXerae 
TUX, Tots KaOnKovaL TeOviEeo Oar xpovous: TpOT@ 
6é THS TENEUTHS av pwrot GAAHAWY WS TA TOANA 

dtadrAdooovct. Stadéper dé, OTe dvavdpor mév, WS 
TO eiKos, drravtes UBpev Te Kal yéhoTa odetrovTes 
Tols €xOpois mpotepov, eita Tols avwbev Siwpic- 
pévots Katpots ovdev Ho oov dvaTipTrace THY 
Tem peowevny, yevvators bé avdpace Ebv Te TH aperh 
Kal d0Ens aryabijs Teplovalg TovTO EvpBaiver 
maoxelr. dvev 6€ TOUT@Y el pev avOparrous 
tovace Evydiacwfovow piv Sovrevew tots Bap- 

1 taraov K: macay L. 
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city to them, with the condition that he himself 
and the soldiers should remain free from harm. But 
Mundilas agreed to do this only on condition that 
they not only give pledges for the safety of the Roman 
garrison, but also that they would do no harm to 
any one of the inhabitants. But since the enemy, 
though ready to give pledges to Mundilas and the 
soldiers, were moved by furious passion against the 
Ligurians and were evidently going to destroy them 
all, Mundilas called all the soldiers together and 
spoke as follows: 

“If it has ever happened that any men before us, 
though having the opportunity to save their lives 
with disgrace, have chosen rather to die with 
fair fame, abandoning their immediate safety for a 
glorious end of life, such men I should wish you also 
to be at the present time, and not through fondness 
for life to pursue it even though it be involved in 
shame, and that too, contrary to the teaching of 
Belisarius, by which you have profited for a long 
time past, so that to be otherwise than noble and 
exceedingly courageous is for you sacrilege. For 
when men have once entered life, a single fate is 
advancing upon all of them—to die at the appointed 
time ; but as to the manner of death men differ, for 
the most part, one from the other. And there is 
this difference, that cowards, as one might expect, in 
every case first bring upon themselves insult and 
ridicule from their enemies and then, at the exact 
time previously appointed, fulfil their destiny no whit 
the less; but it falls to the lot of noble men to 
suffer this with valour and an abundance of goodly 
fame. And apart from these considerations, if it 
had been possible to become slaves of the barbarians, 
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Bapouw Taphy, Epepev av TODTO your Tia TIS 
aiaxpas TAVTNS Hiv coTnpias avyyveunv. Hv 
dé ye ‘Popatous TosovTous TO WAHOos éemdetv 
avayen Tais TOV Troreuiov StapOerpomévous 
XEpotv, érov TLS ay elo TOUTO _Gavarov 
MuKpOTEpoy éoTal. ov yap arXo ovoey 7) Tots 
BapBapous Evycatepyaber Oat TO dewov d0Farmev. 
Ews ou éTe éopev NMOY AUTOV KUpLOL apEeTH THV 
avaykny Koopyncacbal,! evdoEov? thy 7 poome- 
covcav Owpcba TtvY nD. pnut be xpivas os 
apiora efor uoapévous nuas admavtas én Tous 
ToNE-lous ov mpocdeyomévous Ywpelv. Svotlv yap 
Huiy mepiectas Odtepov: 1 THY TUXNY ed Huiv 
eipyacOas te Kpetacov édridos 7? TereuTHS 
TETUXNKOTAS evdaipovos eUKhEds padoTa TOV 
TapovT@V aTNAAGYOaL KAKOD. 

Movvdiras pév TtooadtTa elme, TOV S€ oTpa- 
TLOTOV UTocThvar Tov Kivduvoy ovdels HOErev, 
aXr ep’ ols Tapexddovuv of Toreutor odds TE 
avrous Kal THY TOA évédocav. Kal avrovs pev 

ot BapBapor ovdev aXape epyaoapevor év dudakh 
Eup Movvdira elXov, THY d6€ moAw és MSados 

cabetrov, dvdpas jeev KTELVaYTES 78ndov & dmavras 
ovxX oooV 1) pupiddas TpdKovTa, yuvaixas O€ év 
avdpaTrodwv TOLnadWEVvoL OYE, ais x) Boupyou- 
Ciovas Sedapnvra yap avtois THS Evpmaxtas 
éxtivovtes. “Perdpatov 6é4 ebpovtes tov Tis 

1 poounoac ba K: KouloacGa L, kooujoacbat Catiodvres> 
Comparetti, koowhoayres KraSeninnikov. 

2 etdotov K: evdotov éavtots kata L. 
® kpetocov édrlSos 4 Herwerden: 4 om. K, 4 kpetocor 

éArtdos L. 
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and at the same time to save the people of the city, 
that at least might have brought us some forgiveness 
for saving ourselves so disgracefully. But if, in fact, 
we are bound to look on while such a great multi- 
tude of Romans is being destroyed by the hand of 
the enemy, this will be more bitter than any form 
of death of which a man could tell. For we should 
appear to be doing nothing more or less than helping 
the barbarians to perpetrate this dreadful deed. 
While, therefore, we are sufficiently our own masters 
to adorn necessity with valour, let us make glorious 
the fortune which has fallen upon us. And I say 
that we ought all to arm ourselves in the best 
possible manner, and advance upon the enemy when 
they are not expecting us. For the result for us 
will be one of two things: either fortune will have 
wrought for us in some way a success which tran- 
scends our present hope, or we, in achieving a 
happy end, shall have rid ourselves of our present 
troubles with the fairest fame.” , 

So spoke Mundilas; but not one of the soldiers 
was willing to undergo the danger, and they sur- 
rendered both themselves and the city on the terms 
which the enemy offered. And the barbarians did 
indeed inflict no harm upon the soldiers, simply 
putting them under guard with Mundilas, but the 
city they razed to the ground, killing all the 
males of every age to the number of not less than 
three hundred thousand and reducing the women to 
slavery and then presenting them to the Burgun- 
dians by way of repaying them for their alliance. 
And when they found Reparatus, the pretorian 

4 pemdparov de K: ob 5h pemdpatoy L, 
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1 Sy MeditoAdvov Haury: > bv pedioddvou K, év ee L. 
2 ayyéd\Aoy L: ré K. 86 L: om. 
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prefect, they cut his body into small pieces and 
threw his flesh to the dogs. But Vergentinus (for 
he had been, as it happened, inside Milan) made 
his escape and betook himself with his followers to 
Dalmatia, passing through the land of the Veneti 
and the other nations of that region. And from 
there he went to the emperor bearing the message 
of this great calamity which had befallen the 
Romans. In consequence of this success the Goths 
took by surrender the other cities which happened 
to have Roman garrisons and again gained control 
over the whole of Liguria. As for Martinus and 
Uliaris, they marched back with their army toward 
Rome. 

XXII 

Sucu was the course of events in Liguria. And 
Belisarius, having not yet learned anything of what 
had happened in that field, was moving with his 
whole army into Picenum, since the winter was now 
coming to an end. But learning in the course of 
this journey what had befallen Milan, he grieved 
exceedingly. And never after that time would he 
allow Uliaris to come into his presence; but he 
wrote to the emperor everything which had taken 
place. And the emperor treated no one with 
severity on account of these things, but upon hear- 
ing of the disagreement between Belisarius and 
Narses, he recalled Narses immediately and ap- 
pointed Belisarius commander-in-chief for the whole 
war. Thus it was that Narses returned to Byzantium, 
bringing some few of the soldiers. But the Eruli, 
seeing that Narses was departing from Italy, refused 
to remain there longer, although Belisarius promised 
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1 Cf. chap. xix, 20, 
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that they would receive many benefits both from 
himself and from the emperor, if they remained ; 
but they all packed up their luggage and withdrew, 
going first to Liguria. There they happened upon 
the army of Uraias, and they sold all the slaves and 
the animals they were taking with them to the enemy, 
and, having thus acquired a great amount of money, 
they took an oath that they would never array them- 
selves against Goths or do battle with them. Thus 
they made their withdrawal in peace and came into 
the land of the Veneti. But upon meeting Vitalius 
there, they forthwith began to repent of the wrong 
they had done the Emperor Justinian. And seek- 
ing to clear themselves of the charge against 
them, they left there Visandus, one of their com- 
manders, with his forces, but all the rest betook 
themselves to Byzantium under the leadership of 
Aluith and Philemuth, the latter having taken the 
command after Phanitheus was killed at Caesena.1 

Now Vittigis and the Goths with him, hearing 
that Belisarius at the beginning of spring would 
come against them and Ravenna, were plunged into 
great fear, and they began to take counsel regarding 
the situation which confronted them ; and realizing 
as they did that they alone were not a match for 
their enemy in battle, they decided, after long 
deliberation, to invite the assistance of some other 
barbarians. In carrying out this purpose, however, 
they avoided the Germans, having already had ex- 
perience of their crafty and untrustworthy character, 
being well content if they too should not come 
against the Goths with Belisarius, but should stand 
aside for both. But they sent envoys to Vaces, the 
ruler of the Lombards, offering great sums of money 
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and inviting him to an offensive and defensive 
alliance. But these envoys, upon learning that 
Vaces was a friend and ally of the emperor, returned 
unsuccessful. It was natural, therefore, that Vit- 
tigis should be at a loss in these circumstances, and 
he was constantly calling together many of the 
elders. And from them he made many inquiries 
as to how he should form his plans and act in order 
that he might achieve the greatest success. Accord- 
ingly many opinions were expressed by those who 
gathered for the council, some of them in no way 
adapted to the situation, and some too which con- 
tained suggestions worthy of some consideration. 
And among these suggestions this idea also was 
advanced, that the emperor of the Romans had 
plainly never been able to make war upon the 
barbarians in the West before the time when the 
treaty had been made with the Persians. For it 
was only then that the Vandals and Moors had 
been destroyed, and the Goths had suffered their 
present misfortunes. Consequently, if someone 
should once more rouse the hostility of the king 
of the Medes against the Emperor Justinian, the 
Romans thereafter would never be able, when once 
that nation had been stirred up to war against 
them, to carry on another war against any people 
in the world. This suggestion pleased both Vittigis 
himself and the other Goths. 

It was decided, therefore, that envoys! should 
be sent to Chosroes, the king of the Medes, but that 
they should not be Goths, in order that the real 
character of the embassy might not be at once 
obvious and the negotiations be made useless, but 

1 Cf. Book II. ii. 
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Romans,! who were to make him hostile to the 
Emperor Justinian. Accordingly they bribed two 
priests of Liguria with great sums of money to 
undertake this service. One of these men, who 
seemed to be the more worthy, undertook the 
embassy, assuming the appearance and the title of 
bishop, which did not belong to him at all, while the 
other followed as his attendant. Vittigis also en- 
trusted to them a letter written to Chosroes and 
sent them off’ And Chosroes, influenced by this 
very letter, committed acts of an outrageous 
character against the Romans in time of peace, as 
has been told by me in the preceding narrative.? 
Now when the Emperor Justinian heard that 
Chosroes and the Persians were planning to this 
end, he decided to bring the war in the West 
to an end as quickly as possible, and to recall 
Belisarius in order that he might take the field 
against the Persians. So he immediately dismissed 
the envoys of Vittigis (for they happened to be still 
in Byzantium), promising that men would be sent by 
him to Ravenna who would draw up the treaty with 
the Goths in such form that the interests of both 
sides would be furthered. But Belisarius did not 
release these envoys to the enemy until they, in 
turn, had released the embassy of Athanasius and 
Peter.2 And when these men arrived at Byzantium, 
the emperor counted them worthy of the greatest 
gifts of honour, appointing Athanasius prefect of 
the pretorians in Italy, and giving Peter the office 
of “magister’”* as it is called. And the winter 

1 7.e. subjects of the Emperor at Byzantium. 
2 Book ILI. v. ff. ® Cf. Book V. vii. 25. 
4 A military title of the highest rank. 
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drew to a close, and the fourth year ended in this 539... 
war, the history of which Procopius has written. 

XXIII 

Now Belisarius wished first to capture Auximus 
and Fisula,! and after that to march against Vittigis 
and Ravenna, with no one of the enemy any longer 
able to oppose his advance or to harass his rear. 
He accordingly sent Cyprian and Justinus with their 
men and some of the Isaurians to Fisula, together 
with five hundred foot-soldiers from the detachment 
commanded by Demetrius; and they made camp 
about the fortress and commenced a siege of the 
barbarian garrison. And Martinus and John with 
their troops and another army, commanded by John 
whom they called the Glutton, he sent to the 
country along the Po River. These officers he 
commanded to take care that Uraias with his forces 
should not advance from Milan against his own 
army; and if they were not able to repel the 
enemy’s attack, they were secretly to follow behind 
them and assail their rear. So they took possession 
of Dorthon,? an unwalled city which lay on the 
river, and having established their camp remained 
there, while Belisarius himself went to the city of 
Auximus with eleven thousand men. Now this is 
the first of the cities in Picenum, being the metro- 
polis, as the Romans are accustomed to call it. 
And it is about eighty-four stades distant from the 
shore of the Jonian Gulf, and from the city of 

1 Faesulae ; modern Fiesole. 
2 Dertona; modern Tortona. 
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Ravenna a journey of three days and eighty stades.! 
And it is situated upon a very high hill, having no 
approach at all upon the level ground, and for this 
reason it is entirely inaccessible for an enemy. In 
that city Vittigis had assembled all the most notable 
troops among the Goths and had established them 
there as a garrison, conjecturing that the Romans, 
unless they should first capture this city, would 
never dare to march against Ravenna. 

Now when the Roman army arrived at Auximus, 
Belisarius commanded them all to encamp ina circle 
about the base of the hill. So they took their places 
by companies, and were setting up their huts at 
different points in the line; and the Goths, 
observing that the enemy were rather far apart 
from one another, and were not able easily to bring 
assistance to each other, since they were in a great 
plain, suddenly advanced upon them in the late 
afternoon, on the side to the east of the city, where 
Belisarius happened to be still engaged in making 
camp with his spearmen and guards. And the 
Romans took up their arms and began to defend 
themselves against their assailants as well as the 
circumstances permitted, and by their valour they 
forced them back with the greatest ease and routed 
them ; and in following up their flight they reached 
the middle of the hill. There the barbarians turned 
upon them, and, confident in the strength of their 
position, made a stand against their pursuers; and 
since they were shooting from above, they slew 
many of them, until night coming on put a stop to 
the fighting. Thus the two armies separated and 
bivouacked that night. Now it happened that on 

1 Roughly 81 English miles. Cf. Book III. i. 17. 
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the day before this encounter some of the Goths had 
been sent out to the country close by at early dawn 
in order to gather provisions. These foraging 
parties, having learned nothing of the presence of 
the enemy, returned at night, and suddenly spying 
the fires of the Romans, they became greatly amazed 
and frightened. And many of them, who plucked 
up courage to take the risk and escaped detection 
by their enemy, entered Auximus. But as many as 
were overcome by terror and hid themselves for the 
time in any convenient clumps of trees with the 
intention of proceeding to Ravenna, all these not 
long afterward fell into hostile hands and were 
destroyed. And Belisarius, seeing that Auximus - 
was exceedingly strong and securely placed, and 
that it was altogether impossible for him to make an 
attack upon the fortifications, was of the opinion 
that he could never take the place by storm, but he 
hoped by a close siege to reduce the enemy to want 
by cutting off their food supplies and thus to bring 
them into his power by the passage of time. 
Now not far from the fortifications there was a 

place where the ground was covered with an abund- 
ant growth of grass, and this gave rise every day to 
an encounter between the Romans and the Goths. 
For every time the Romans saw their opponents 
cutting this grass for the sake of their horses, they 
would ascend the hill with a great rush, and, upon 
reaching the enemy, they would engage with them, 
and by making a display of valorous deeds, try to 
prevent them altogether from carrying off the grass ; 
and they always slew many of the Goths in this 
place. Then the Goths, finding themselves no 
match for their enemy in valour, devised the follow- 
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ing plan. They removed the wheels along with the 
axles from their waggons and held them in readi- 
ness; then, when they had commenced to cut the 
grass, as soon as they saw that the Romans, as they 
ascended, were at the middle of the hill, they 
released the wheels to rush down upon them from 
above. But by some chance it so happened that 
these wheels went all the way to the level ground 
without touching a single man. And since they had 
failed in this attempt, the barbarians on that 
occasion took to flight and got inside the fortifica- 
tions, but after that they adopted the following 
plan. After filling the ravines which are close to 
the fortifications with ambuscades of the men of 
note among them, a few soldiers would shew them- 
selves near the grass to the enemy, and when the 
fighting had come to close quarters, those in conceal- 
ment would leap out from their ambuscades, and, 
being greatly superior to their opponents in number, 
and striking terror into them because they had not 
previously seen their assailants, they used. to kill 
great numbers of them and always turned the rest 
to flight. And although those of the Romans who 
had kept their position in the camps did see the 
enemy rising from the ambuscades, and tried, with 
much shouting, to call their companions back, still 
they failed utterly to do so, since those fighting 
could not in the least hear their call, because, in the 
first place, they were separated from them by a 
great expanse of hillside, and, in the second place, 
the barbarians purposely always made a din to drown 
the voices by beating their weapons together. 

And when Belisarius was in perplexity because of 
this situation, Procopius, who wrote this history, 
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came before him and said: ‘‘ The men, General, who 
blew the trumpets in the Roman army in ancient 
times knew two different strains, one of which 
seemed unmistakably to urge the soldiers on and 
impel them to battle, while the other used to call the 
men who were fighting back to the camp, whenever 
this seemed to the general to be for the best. And 
by such means the generals could always give the 
appropriate commands to the soldiers, and they on 
their part were able to execute the commands thus 
communicated to them. For during actual combat 
the human voice is in no way adapted to give any 
clear instructions, since it obviously has to contend 
with the clash of arms on every side, and fear 
paralyzes the senses of those fighting. But since at 
the present time such skill has become obsolete 
through ignorance and it is impossible to express 
both commands by one trumpet, do you adopt the 
following course hereafter. With the cavalry 
trumpets urge on the soldiers to continue fighting 
with the enemy, but with those of the infantry call 
the men back to the retreat. For it is impossible 
for them to fail to recognize the sound of either one, 
for in the one case the sound comes forth from 
leather and very thin wood, and in the other from 
rather thick brass.” So spoke Procopius. 

And Belisarius was pleased by the suggestion, and 
calling together the whole army he spoke as follows: 
“I consider that enthusiasm is beneficial and 
thoroughly praiseworthy, but only so long as it 
continues to be of a moderate sort and consequently 
brings no harm upon those under its spell. For 
every good thing, when in excess, is wont to change 
for the worse. Do you, therefore, from this tinte 
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1 7yv Haury: om. MSS. 
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forth, not allow your enthusiasm for battle to cause 
you to fail of success; for to flee from one who is 
inflicting loss upon you is, as you surely know, no 
disgrace. But he who without looking about him 
goes into trouble which is before his eyes and, should 
it so happen, escapes from it, still stands convicted of 
folly ; but the man truly noble is he who plays the 
part of a brave man in dangers that cannot be 
avoided. Now the barbarians, since they are unable 
to fight a decisive battle with us in the open, are 
trying to destroy us by laying snares. But for us it 
is more blameworthy to face the danger than to 
escape from their ambush. For nothing is more 
shameful than to fall in with the plans of the enemy. 
It will rest with me, accordingly, to see to it that 
you do not come unawares upon the ambuscades of 
the enemy. And it will be your duty, as soon as I 
give the signal, to retire with all speed. And this 
signal, soldiers, will be given by the trumpet of the 
infantry.” So spoke Belisarius. And the soldiers, 
seeing the enemy near the grass, made a charge 
against them and killed a few of their number in 
the first onset. And one of the Moors saw among 
these fallen Goths one in particular whose person 
was adorned with gold, and laying hold of the hair 
of his head, he began to drag the corpse after him 
in order to strip it. But some Goth hurled a javelin 
at him, and with such a lucky aim that the weapon 
passed through both his legs, piercing the muscles 
which are behind the shins,! with the result that 
his two legs were pinned together by means of the 
javelin. But nevertheless the Moor kept holding 
the hair of the corpse and dragging it along. At 
this point the barbarians roused their men from 

75 



39 

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

exivour, Beduo apuos dé amd Tod oTparomédou 
opayv Ta TOLOUpEVa, Tais oanmuyée Tous. melovs 
ols TO épryov TOUTO €7réKELTO nxewv Kara TAX 0s 
éxédevev. ol TE ‘Popator aicOouevor Kata Bpayv 
mon U Umex@pour, TOV Mavpovorov Ely TO aKovTi@ 
apdauevot. ols 6 of PorOou &recOa ovKére 
ETOAMOV, ANN AmrpaKTor aveyopnoar. 

XXIV 

Tpoiovtos 6& Tob Xpovou | ral Tis aTroplas ot 
BapBapor TOV emuTnoelwy éml péeya Xopovons, 
dveveyneiy és Odirreyer éBovrevovTo Ta Tapovra 
opior. Kal érel avTa@y ovdels oreh eo Gat és 
TavTNV O1) THY mpage eTOApa (Anoey yap TOUS 
MoNLopKovVTAasS OUK av Tote @ovTO), émEvooUY 
Tade. aoédAnvoy vUKTA THPHTAaVTES Kal TOUS 
dvdpas év TapacKkevh Tonodpevor ods 8) Tapa 
tov Ovittiyiy méutrery StevoodvtTo, ypdumatda Te 
autois év xepat Oéuevor, érerd?) TOppw hv TeV 
vuxto@v, €Bowv &mavtes Today TOD TeptBdrou 
éEaiotov. elxacev dv tis és Tapayny adtovs 
KataoThvat diav te odicow éyKepévwvy ToV 
movewioy Kal mapa ddfav adtoxomévns THS 
movews' ovx éxovtes S€ Tavtdmact “Popator 
EvuBareivy TO yivopevov, Bertoapiov yvoun €év 
Tots atpatotédos youxh euevov, &« TE THs 
ToAEws eTLBovAnY Twa VoTOTacaVTES écecOaL 
kat otpatov éx “PaBévyns émiBeBonOnkota tots 

/ 2: SN a of a Ni 1 ” 

Toneutors él opas Hew.’ a d1* dedudTes @ovTo 
dpewov opiow éelvar ev TH aoparel javydfover 

1 én opas Hxew K: iévar emi opas lL. *% &5y K: éxetva L. 
76 



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VI. xxiii. 38—xxiv. 5 

ambush, and Belisarius, seeing from the camp what 
was being done, commanded the foot-soldiers to 
whom this duty was assigned to sound the trumpets 
quickly. And the Romans, hearing it, began im- 
mediately to withdraw gradually, taking up and 
carrying the Moor, javelin and all. And the Goths 
dared follow them no further, but returned un- 
successful. 

XXIV 

As time went on and the barbarians saw that their 
supply of food was coming to be exceedingly scant, 
they purposed to report their situation to Vittigis. 
And since no one of them dared set out on this 
mission (for they thought that they would never 
elude their besiegers), they devised the following 
plan. They first put in readiness the men whom 
they were intending to send to Vittigis, and then 
waited for a moonless night; when this came they 
put a letter into their hands, when it was well on in 
the night, and thereupon all raised a mighty shout 
at many parts of the circuit-wall. One would have 
supposed that they had been thrown into confusion 
owing to a violent attack of the enemy and an 
unexpected capture of the city. And the Romans, 
utterly unable to understand what was taking place, 
by the will of Belisarius remained quietly in the 
camps, suspecting that some stratagem would be 
carried out from the city and that an army from 
Ravenna bringing assistance to the enemy had come 
against them. And moved as they were by these 
fears, they thought it better for them to remain 
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quietly in a secure position and thus save themselves 
than to go on a moonless night into a danger which 
could, in a way, be foreseen. By such means, there- 
fore, the barbarians concealed their plan from the 
enemy and despatched the men on the way to 
Ravenna. And they, without being seen by a 
single one of the enemy, came before Vittigis on 
the third day and displayed the letter. And the 
writing was as follows: “When you appointed us, 
O King, for the garrison of Auximus, you said that 
you had placed in our keeping the keys of Ravenna 
itself and of your kingdom. And for this very 
reason you enjoined upon us to be on guard with 
every fibre of our being, that we should not by any act 
of ours betray the power of the Goths to the enemy, 
and you declared that, if we craved your assistance, 
you would be at hand with the whole army even 
before any messenger could announce your coming. 
Now as for us, we have, up to the present time, 
though fighting both with famine and with Beli- 
sarius, proved ourselves faithful guardians of your 
kingdom, but you have seen fit to aid us in no way 
whatsoever. You must consider, therefore, whether 
the Romans may not one day capture Auximus and 
take up the keys which you yourself are disregarding 
as they lie here, and thereby be excluded in future 
from none of your possessions.” Such was the 
purport of the letter. 

When it was brought to Vittigis and he saw it, he 
did at the moment send the men away with the 
promise that he would bring assistance to Auximus 
with the whole army of the Goths ; but later, after long 
consideration, he continued to remain inactive. For, 
on the one hand, he suspected that the troops of John 
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would follow up his rear and thus make him exposed 
to attack on two sides, and, on the other, he thought 
that Belisarius had with him a numerous force of 
able fighting men; consequently he fell into a sort 
of helpless fear. But chief among the many causes 
of his concern was the famine, which disturbed him 
greatly, since he had no source from which to 
provide supplies for his army. For the Romans, on 
the one hand, being as they were masters of the sea 
and holding the fortress in Ancon, brought all their 
supplies from Sicily and Calabria and stored them in 
that place, and, at the proper time, easily got them 
from there. The Goths, on the other hand, if they 
marched into the land of Picenum, would have no 
means of securing provisions; this he fully realized, 
and so he found himself completely at a loss. So 
the men who had lately been sent to Vittigis from 
Auximus brought back his promise to the city with- 
out being detected by their enemy, and thus fortified 
the barbarians there with empty hopes. And Beli- 
sarius, upon hearing this from the deserters, ordered 
that a still stricter guard should be kept in order 
that no such thing might happen again. Such was 
the course of these events. 

Meanwhile the troops of Cyprian and Justinus 
who were besieging Fisula were quite unable to 
make an assault upon the fortifications or even to 
get very close to them; for this fortress was difficult 
of access on every side. But the barbarians made 
frequent sallies against them, wishing rather to 
reach a decision by battle with the Romans than to 
be hard pressed by lack of provisions; and the 
engagements at first, indeed, proved indecisive, but 
after a time the Romans, now having the advantage, 

81 

VOL. IV. G 



19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

Tone pious KaTéxrecay Kal do paras dueptAac- 
cov, WOTE pndeva 1) évdévoc i iévat. ob pep ovv 
BapBapor TOV Te avayKatov on ar Ove Kal Tots 
mapodow ATrOpoupevol, Aabovres * TOUS TrodEmLoUsS 
mapa TOV Ovirriyey Emre MT OV, Bonbetw ogiow 
avTols KaTa TAXOS Sedpevor, @S OUKETL TAELM TLVA 
avdéEover Xpovov. Ovirriyes dé Ovpaiav éxeheve 
Evp TO €V Avyoupous oTpare €S Texevovs iévat* 
otTw yap Kal avTos iaxupivero Taon TH PorOav 
duvdper Tois TodlopKoupévors mapécec dan. 0 bé 
KaTa TadTa érroie Kal dmav KLWnaas TO Ely aiTo 
otpateupa és Texwors jeer Uddov te motapmov 
diaBavres éyyts tov Tov Tév ‘Papalwy otpato- 
médov Gov. ot 6 Kal avTol otpatoTedev- 
odpevot avTEeKaOnvto Tots TodEmiows, ATEXOVTES 
avTaY fdhioTa dsov oTadious ebycovta. xerpav 
bé ovdérepor 7) Hpxov. Tots Te yap ‘Pwpaiou edokev 
aToxphy,. el Tots évavTios éumTooov oTHcoVTal, 
@oTeE pn él TOs ToALOpKObYTAas TropevetOaL, KaL 
of BapRapot évradéa wKvouv Siapaxerbau Tols 
TOAEMLOLS, oyeCopevor OS, nv ev tavtn TH 
EvpBorn aTUXITOTW, dmavra Dor@av Sva- 
poepodar Ta Tpaypara. ov yap Ett Tois aul 
TOV Ovirruyiy € CTT {pL YVULEVOL apibveww Tots ToNLop- 
KOUMEVOLS Ev av7@ &Eovot. TowavTn méev yvOun 
EXATEPOL NoUXLAV HYOD. 

1 Aaddyres K: Aabdyres addis L. 

82 



a 

HISTORY OF THE WARS, VI. xxiv. 18-24 

shut the enemy up within their wall and continued to 
guard them securely, so that no one could leave the 
city. So the barbarians, seeing that their provisions 
were failing, and finding themselves helpless in their 
present situation, sent to Vittigis without the know- 
ledge of their enemy, begging him to bring them 
assistance with all speed, on the ground that they 
would not hold out very much longer. And Vittigis 
commanded Uraias to go to Ticinum?+ with the army 
then in Liguria; for, after that, he declared, he too 
would come to the aid of the besieged himself with 
the whole Gothic army. And Uraias, acting accord- 
ingly, set in motion the whole army he had with 
him and went to Ticinum. And crossing the river 
Po, they came to the vicinity of the Roman camp.? 
There they too made camp and established them- 
selves over against their enemy, at a distance of 
about sixty stades from them. And neither side 
began an attack. For the Romans, on the one 
hand, deemed it suflicient if they should block the 
way for their enemy, so that they could not advance 
upon the besieging army, and the barbarians, on the 
other, were reluctant to fight a decisive battle with 
their enemy in that place, reasoning that, if they 
should fail in this engagement, they would ruin the 
whole cause of the Goths. For, in that case, they 
would no longer be able to unite with the troops of 
Vittigis and with him to give assistance to the 
besieged. So both sides, reasoning thus, continued 
to remain quiet. 

1 Modern Pavia. 2 At Dorthon. 
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XXV 

Ar this time the Franks, hearing that both Goths 
and Romans had suffered severely by the war, and 
thinking for this reason that they could with the 
greatest ease gain the larger part of Italy for them- 
selves, began to think it preposterous that others 
should carry on a war for such a length of time for 
the rule of a land which was so near their own, while 
they themselves remained quiet and stood aside for 
both. So, forgetting for the moment their oaths 
and the treaties they had made a little before with 
both the Romans and the Goths (for this nation in 
matters of trust is the most treacherous in the 
world), they straightway gathered to the number 
of one hundred thousand under the leadership of 
Theudibert, and marched into Italy; they had a 
small body of cavalry about their leader, and these 
were the only ones armed with spears, while all the 
rest were foot-soldiers having neither bows nor 
spears, but each man carried a sword and shield 
and one axe. Now the iron head of this weapon 
was thick and exceedingly sharp on both sides, while 
the wooden handle was very short. And they are 
accustomed always to throw these axes at one signal 
in the first charge and thus to shatter the shields of 
the enemy and kill the men. 

Thus the Franks crossed the Alps which separate 
the Gauls from the Italians, and entered Liguria.+ 
Now the Goths had previously been vexed at the 

1 Procopius represents Liguria as north of the Po. Cf. 
Book Y. xv. 28, note. 

4 gdAou K: Etgous L. 
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thanklessness of the Franks, on the ground that, 
although they, the Goths, had often promised to give 
up to them a large territory and great sums of money 
in return for an alliance, these Franks had been 
unwilling to fulfil their own promise in any way; 
but when they heard that Theudibert was at hand 
with a great army, they were filled with rejoicing, 
lifted up, as they were, by the liveliest hopes and 
thinking that.thereafter they would have the superi- 
ority over their enemy without a battle. As for the 
Germans,' as long as they were in Liguria, they did 
no harm to the Goths, in order that these might 
make no attempt to stop them at the crossing of the 
Po. Consequently, when they reached the city of 
Ticinum, where.the Romans of old had constructed 
a bridge over this river, those who were on guard 
there gave them every assistance and allowed them 
to cross the Po unmolested. But, upon getting 
control of the bridge, the Franks began to sacrifice 
the women and children of the Goths whom they 
found at hand and to throw their bodies into the 
river as the first-fruits of the war. For these bar- 
barians, though they have become Christians, pre- 
serve the greater part of their ancient religion; for 
they still make human sacrifices and other sacrifices 
of an unholy nature, and itis in connection with these 
that they make their prophecies. And the Goths, 
upon seeing what was being done, fell into a kind of 

_ irresistible fear, took to flight and got inside the 
fortifications. 

So the Germans, having crossed the Po, advanced 
to the Gothic camp, and the Goths were at first 

1 The “‘Germans” in Procopius’ usage and the ‘ Franks” 
are the same people. 
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pleased to see them coming in small companies 
toward their camp, thinking that these men had 
come to fight in alliance with them. But when a 
great throng of Germans had come up and opened 
an attack, and by hurling their axes were already 
slaying many, they turned their backs and rushed 
off in flight, and passing through the Roman camp 
ran along on the road to Ravenna. And the 
Romans, seeing them in flight, thought that Beli- 
sarius had come to support their own force and had 
both taken the camp of the enemy and dislodged 
them from it after defeating them in battle. And 
wishing to join forces with him, they took up their 
arms and went forth with all speed. But coming 
unexpectedly upon a hostile army, they were com- 
pelled, much against their will, to engage with them, 
and being badly worsted in the battle, they all fled, 
not to their camp, to which it was now impossible to 
return, but to Tuscany. And when they had at 
length reached safety, they reported to Belisarius 
all that had befallen them. 

The Franks, having defeated both armies, as has 
been said, and having captured both camps without 
a single man in them, for the time being found 
provisions in the camps; but in a short time they 
had consumed all these on account of their great 
numbers, and, since the land was destitute of human 
habitation, they were unable to obtain any provi- 
sions except cattle and the water of the Po. But 
they were unable to digest this meat because of the 
great quantity of water they drank, and consequently 
the most of them were attacked by diarrhoea and 
dysentery, which they were quite unable to shake 
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off because of the lack of proper food. Indeed they 
say that at least one-third of the Frankish army 
perished in this way. Hence it was that, as they 
were unable to go forward, they remained where 
they were. 

Now when Belisarius heard that an army of 
Franks was in Italy and that the forces of Martinus 
and John had been defeated in battle and had fled, 
he was reduced to a state of perplexity, concerned 
as he was, not only for the whole army, but especi- 
ally for the detachment conducting the siege of 
Fisula, since he learned that these barbarians were 
nearer to them than to any others. He therefore 
wrote immediately to Theudibert as follows: “I 
consider it unseemly in any case, O noble Theu- 
dibert, for a man who lays claim to excellence to fail 
to be truthful, but especially so when he is a ruler, 
as thou art, of nations of such vast numbers. But 
to violate oaths which are set down in writing and 
to disregard treaties—this would not be proper even 
for the most ignoble of men. And yet these very 
offences have been committed by thee in the present 
case, as thou knowest thyself, although it was only 
recently that thou didst agree to assist us in this 
war against the Goths. But, as matters now stand, 
far from holding thyself aloof from both nations, 
thou hast actually taken up arms in this rash manner 
and made an attack upon us. Do not thou, at least, 
my excellent friend, follow such a course, and that 
too when it involves an insult to the great emperor, 
who would surely not be likely to overlook the 
insult, or fail to exact atonement in the fullest 
measure. Now the best course is for each man to 
keep his own possessions in safety, and not, by lay- 
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ing claim to the possessions of others, to involve 
himself in any danger which concerns his most vital 
interests.” When Theudibert had read this letter, 
perplexed as he was already by his present situation, 
and sharply reproached by the Germans, because, as 
they said, they were, for no good reason, dying in a 
deserted land, he broke camp with the survivors of 
the Franks and retired homeward with great speed. 

XXVI 

Tuus did Theudibert, after marching into Italy, 
take his departure. And the troops of Martinus 
and John returned in spite of the changed situation, 
in order that the enemy might not make any attack 
upon the Romans engaged in the siege.1 Now the 
Goths in Auximus, who had learned nothing con- 
eerning the coming of the Franks, had begun to 
despair of their hope from Ravenna which was so 
long deferred, and were purposing once more to 
address an appeal to Vittigis; but seeing that they 
were unable to elude the guards of the enemy, they 
were filled with grief. But later on their attention 
was drawn to one of the Romans—he was of the 
race of the Besi and named Burcentius, and had 
been assigned to the command of Narses, the 
Armenian—for they noted that he was keeping 
guard alone at midday, that no one should come out 
from the city to take the grass; and they went 
nearer and hailed him, and giving pledges that they 
would do him no harm, they urged him to come to 
meet them, promising that he would receive from 
them a large sum of money. And when they had 

1 At Fisula, 
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come together, the barbarians besought the man to 
carry a certain letter to Ravenna, naming a fixed 
sum of gold to be paid to him immediately, and 
promising to give more when he should return 
bringing them a letter from Vittigis. And the 
soldier, won over by the money, agreed to perform 
this service, and he carried out his promise. For he 
received a sealed letter and carried it with all speed 
to Ravenna; and coming before Vittigis he delivered 
it to him. Now the message conveyed was as 
follows: “The situation in which we now find our- 
selves will be clearly revealed to you when you 
inquire who the bringer of this letter is. For not a 
Goth can find a way to get outside the fortifications. 
And as for food, the most available supply we have 
is the grass which grows by the wall, and even this 
at the present time we cannot so much as touch, 
except by losing many men in the struggle for it. 
And it becomes both thee and the Goths in Ravenna 
to consider what the end of all this will be for us.” 

When Vittigis had read this, he replied as follows : 
“Let no one think that we have ceased our efforts, 
dearest of all men, nor that we have come to be 
guilty of such a degree of baseness as to abandon 
utterly the cause of the Goths through sheer indif- 
ference. For, on my part, it was only recently that 
the preparations for departure had been made with 
all possible thoroughness, and Uraias with his whole 
army had come under summons from Milan. But 
the inroad of the Franks, coming upon us unex- 
pectedly as it did, has made havoc of all our pre- 
parations, a result for which I, at least, could not 
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justly bear the blame. For things which are beyond 
human power confer even upon those who fail the boon 
of being free from blame, since fortune draws upon 
herself whatever charge springs from what has 
befallen. Now, however, since we hear that Theu- 
dibert has got out of our way, we shall at no distant 
time, if God wills, come to you with the whole 
Gothic army. And it is needful for you to bear 
whatever falls to your lot manfully and as befits the 
necessity which is upon you, calling to mind, first, 
your own valour, on account of which I chose you 
out from the whole army and established you in 
Auximus, and respecting also the reputation which 
you hold among all the Goths, and which prompted 
them to put you forward as a bulwark for Ravenna 
and for their own safety.” After writing this letter 
and rewarding the man with a large sum of money, 
Vittigis sent him away. And-when he reached 
Auximus, he rejoined his comrades, giving as _ his 
excuse that some sickness or other had fallen upon 
him, and that for this reason he had been passing 
the time in a certain sanctuary not far away ; and so 

he was appointed once more to guard-duty, to 
the very watch to which he had been accustomed, 
and unbeknown to all the Romans he gave the 
letter to the enemy; and when this was read to 
the people, it gave them all additional encourage- 
ment, although they were hard pressed by the 
famine. Wherefore they were quite unwilling to 
yield to Belisarius, although he offered many entice- 
ments. But when no army had been reported as 
having left Ravenna, and they were already in 
extreme distress because of the lack of provisions, 
they once more sent Burcentius with a message 
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stating only this, that after five days they would no 
longer be able to fight with the famine. And he 
returned to them a second time with a letter from 
Vittigis tantalizing them with similar hopes. 

Now the Romans were distressed no less than the 

Goths, because they had been carrying on such a 
long siege in a deserted land, and they were com- 
pletely bafled at seeing the barbarians refusing to 
give in to them although involved in so much suffer- 
ing. In view of this situation Belisarius was eager 
to capture alive one of the men of note among the 
enemy, in order that he might learn what the 
reason might be why the barbarians were holding 
out in their desperate situation. And Valerian 
promised readily to perform such a service for him. 
For there were some men in his command, he said, 
from the nation of the Sclaveni, who are accustomed 
to conceal themselves behind a small rock or any 
bush which may happen to be near and pounce 
upon an enemy. In fact, they are constantly prac- 
tising this in their native haunts along the river 
Ister, both on the Romans and on the barbarians 
as well. Belisarius was pleased by this suggestion 
and bade him see that the thing was done with all 
speed. So Valerian chose out one of the Sclaveni 
who was well suited as to size of body and especially 
active, and commanded him to bring a man of the 
enemy, assuring him that he would receive a 
generous reward from Belisarius. And he added 
that he could do this easily in the place where the 
grass was, because for a long time past the Goths 
had been feeding upon this grass, since their provi- 
sions were exhausted. So this barbarian at early 
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dawn went close to the fortifications, and hiding 
himself in a bush and drawing his body into small 
compass, he remained in concealment near the grass. 
And at daybreak a Goth came there and began 
hastily to gather the blades of grass, suspecting no 
harm from the bush, but looking about frequently 
toward the enemy’s camp, lest anyone should attack 
him from there. Then the barbarian, falling unex- 
pectedly upon the Goth from behind, made him 
captive, holding him tightly about the waist with 
both hands, and thus carried him to the camp and 
handed him over to Valerian. And when he ques- 
tioned the prisoner, asking what basis of confidence 
and what assurance the Goths could possibly have 
that they were absolutely unwilling to yield to the 
Romans, but were voluntarily enduring the most 
dreadful suffering, the Goth told Valerian the whole 
truth concerning Burcentius, and when he was 
brought before him he proved his guilt. As for 
Burcentius, when he perceived that he had been 
already found out, he concealed nothing of what he 
had done. Wherefore Belisarius handed bim over 
to his comrades to do with him as they wished, 
and they not long afterwards burned him alive, 
the enemy looking on as they did so. Thus did 
Burcentius profit by his love for money. 

XXVII 

Bur when Belisarius saw that the barbarians con- 
tinued none the less to hold out in their suffering, 

3 kal ch K: nol ror wh L. 4 éxupdy K: ioxvupdy L. 

IOI 



PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

kabioracbat THY émiBouhny dtevoetro, TAUTN pgov 
Te Kal EVTOP@TEPOY aipnoew TOUS ToAeplous 
olopevos. Kal, ay yap TUS Kpnyn Av§ipou ™ POs 
Boppiy ¢ dvepov €v XOPHY KPNUVwcEl, TOU meptBorov 
améxouca éaov AiGou Bodny, Kata Bpayd pa- 
Mora TOV pooy apuetoa @ és Tuva deEanevny avtoo. 
eK mahatod ovoar, uy TE deEapev?) mans yeyevn- 
evn €k TAUTNS a) Tis ddiryNs ETrLpporns TapelXeTo 
TOv@ OvoEVL Tots év AvEipo Udpeveo Oar, évvoid 
TLS Bedicapie eyevero os, ay pay TO Bdwp evTavda 
Evarain, ov py» Tote olol Te Maw of BapBapor 
mMpos TOV Tokeulov Barropevor ev Ypdv@ TOAD 
amo THs Emippons Tovs aupopéas euTrAncacOat. 
diapbeipar yodv eOérwov tnv SeEapevipy émevoer 
Tae. éLomhicas TO oTpaTevpa ddov, KUKN@ TE 
avTo aut Tov meptBorov os és paxny Tak dpevos, 
doxnow Tots évavTious mapetXeTo @S TO TELXLT MATL 
mpooBarety avtixa 61) pada mavrax bev pENDoL. 
540 On KaToppwdnKores Thy épodov ot T'or8oe év 
Tats émarteow Nox? Emevov, @s évOévde amu- 
Youpevor Tovs Toheptous. év TOUT@ O€ Bedwodptos 
‘Ioavpous m™éEVTE TOS és Tas oixodouias é €peipous 
Evv te medéxeot Kal GAXols dpyavors és ALOwV 
exTouas émiTnoelors és THY SeEauevnY aaTidwv 
TAHOE KpUTTOMEVOUS Eonyaye, StapOetpat Te Kal 
Suedelv Tovs Toiyous mdon Suvdyer KaTa TaxXOS 
éxérevev. of dé BapBapot Téws pév TOs avdpas ért} 
TO TeLyos UT@TTEVOY” févaL, HovXlav Hyov, 6Tws 

1 em) K: b9d L. 
2 Smemtevoy K; dmomtevoytes L. 

102 



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VI. xxvii. 1-6 

he was minded to carry out his plot against their 
water-supply, thinking that in this way he would 
accomplish the capture of his enemy with greater 
ease and facility. Now there was a spring on a 
steep slope to the north of Auximus, about a stone’s 
throw distant from the circuit-wall, which discharged 
its water in a very small stream into a cistern which 
had been there from of old; and when the cistern 
became full from this small inflow, it was a matter of 
no difficulty for the inhabitants of Auximus to draw the 
water. This situation suggested to Belisarius that, 
if the water should not be collected there, the bar- 
barians would never be able to fill their jars from the 
spring’s flow, because they would be exposed to the 
missiles of their enemy for a long time. Wishing, 
therefore, to destroy the cistern, he devised the 
following plan. He armed his whole force and drew 
it up in a circle about the circuit-wall as if for battle, 
giving his opponents the impression that he was 
about to make an attack upon their defences from 
all sides without the least delay. The Goths, con- 
sequently, fearing the attack, remained quietly at 
the battlements, with the intention of warding off 
their enemy from that position. But Belisarius 
meanwhile chose out five Isaurians who were skilled 
in masonry and conducted them to the cistern with 
mattocks and other implements suitable for cutting 
stone, concealing them as they went under a great 
number of shields; then he commanded them to put 
forth all their strength to break up and tear down 
the walls of the cistern as quickly as possible. As 
for the barbarians, as long as they suspected that 
these men were coming against the wall, they re- 
mained quiet, in order that they might come as close 
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as possible and thus form an easy mark for their 
missiles, never once thinking what their real object 
was ; but when they saw that the Isaurians had got 
inside the cistern, they began to hurl stones and dis- 
charge all kinds of missiles at them. Then indeed 
all the other Romans retired on the run, but the five 
Isaurians alone, who had now reached safety, began 
their work; for a sort of vault had been built over 
the cistern by the men of old in order to shade the 
water. So when they had got under this vault, they 
paid not the least heed to the enemy, although they 
were discharging missiles with great frequency. 

In view of this the Goths could no longer endure 
to remain inside the fortifications, but opening the 
small gate on that side, they all rushed out against 
the Isaurians with great fury and tumult. And the 
Romans, urged on by Belisarius, made a counter- 
charge with great enthusiasm. So a fierce battle 
took place in which for a long time they engaged 
in a hand-to-hand struggle, and there was great 
slaughter on both sides. But the men were falling 
more thickly among the Romans. For since the 
barbarians were defending themselves from a higher 
position, a few men could overpower many, and gain- 
ing superiority in the hand-to-hand struggle, they 
were killing more men than those who were killed 
among themselves. However, the Romans were 
determined not to give in, feeling shame before 
Belisarivs, who was present and urging them on with 
shouts. While this battle was in progress, it also 
happened that a missile came flying with a shrill 
whiz toward the belly of the general, having been 
directed there by one of the enemy either by some 
chance or with deliberate intent. And this missile 
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was not seen at all by Belisarius. At any rate, he 
failed either to guard against it or to step aside to 
avoid it. But a certain spearman named Unigastus, 
who was standing beside him, saw it when it was not 
far from the belly of Belisarius, and by putting forth 
his right hand saved the general unexpectedly ; but 
he himself, owing to the wound inflicted by the 
arrow, withdrew immediately, suffering severe pain. 
And after that, since the sinews had been severed, 
he was never able to use his hand again. And the 
battle, which had begun early in the morning, con- 
tinued up to midday. 

And seven men of the Armenians from the com- 
mand of Narses and Aratius made a display of 
valorous deeds, running about the unfavourable 
ground, which was exceedingly steep, just as if on 
the level, and killing those of the enemy who from 
time to time made a stand against them, until they 
forced back the barbarians in that part of the line 
apd routed them. Then the other Romans, seeing 
the enemy now giving way, began to pursue them 
and the rout became decisive, and the barbarians 
went back inside the fortifications. Now the Romans 

_ thought that the cistern had been destroyed and 
that the Isaurians had accomplished their whole 
task, but in fact they had been altogether unable to 
remove so much as one pebble from the masonry ; for 
the artisans of old, who cared most of all for ex- 
cellence in their work, had built this masonry in 
such a way as to yield neither to time nor to the 
attempts of men to destroy it. At any rate the 
Isaurians had accomplished nothing when, upon see- 
ing that the Romans had won the position, they left 
the cistern and withdrew to the camp. Consequently 
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Belisarius commanded the soldiers to throw into the 
water the dead bodies of animals and such herbs as 
nature has caused to be especially deadly for man, 
and also to put in a kind of stone, very thoroughly 
burned, which in olden times they were accustomed 
to call “titanos,’ but which at the present time 
they call “asbestos,’+ and thus to quench it in 
the water. And the soldiers did accordingly, but 
the barbarians made use of a well inside the forti- 
fications which had an exceedingly scant supply of 
water, and thus they supplied themselves during this 
time, but with a smaller quantity than they needed. 
Thereafter Belisarius no longer exerted himself 
either to capture the place by storm or to carry out 
any plot with regard to the water or anything else, 
hoping -that by famine alone he would overcome 
the enemy. And because of this purpose he exer- 
cised the greatest care in guarding the lines. The 
Goths, meanwhile, still expecting the army from 
Ravenna and being in great want of provisions, 
remained quiet. 

By this time the Goths who were besieged in 
Fisula were beginning to be exceedingly hard 
pressed by famine, and, being unable to endure the 
suffering, and desparing also of the hope from 
Ravenna, they decided to yield to their opponents. 
They accordingly opened negotiations with Cyprian 
and Justinus, and, upon receiving pledges for their 
lives, they surrendered both themselves and the fort- 
ress. Then Cyprian and his colleagues, taking them 
along with the Roman army, and after establishing 
a sufficient garrison at Fisula, came to Auximus. 
And Belisarius, from that time, was constantly dis- 
playing their leaders to the barbarians in Auximus 
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VI. xxvii. 27-32 

and bidding them cling no longer to their insane 
purpose, but abandon their hope from Ravenna; for 
they, like the others, would never receive the least 
assistance, but after being utterly worn out by hard- 
ship they would none the less come to the same fate 
as had the garrison in Fisula. And they, after long 
deliberation among themselves, seeing that they 
could no longer hold out against the famine, were 
ready to receive his proposals and expressed a de- 
sire to surrender the city, on condition that they 
themselves suffer no harm and proceed with their 
belongings to Ravenna. As a result of this, Beli- 
sarius was altogether uncertain what to do in the 
situation before him, because, on the one hand, he 
thought it inexpedient that a body of the enemy of 
such marked excellence and so numerous besides 
should join forces with their comrades in Ravenna, 
and, on the other hand, he was quite unwilling to 
let slip the moment of opportunity, but wished to 
move against Ravenna and Vittigis while the situ- 
ation was still unsettled. For the Franks were 
causing him great concern, since he fully expected 
that they would come to the assistance of the Goths 
almost immediately. And though he was eager to 
anticipate their arrival, he was unable to break up 
the siege with Auximus still uncaptured. The 
soldiers, furthermore, would not allow him to con- 
cede their property to the barbarians, displaying 
many wounds which they had received at their hands 
before the city and recounting all the struggles 
which had fallen to their lot during this siege; and 
they declared that the rewards for these sufferings 
were surely the spoils of the vanquished. But 
finally, since the Romans were compelled by the 
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1 Smep paBevyns K: én) paBevyns tévar L. 
2 TIddou re MSS. : re bracketed by KraSeninnikov. 
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pressing need of the moment, and the Goths were 
overcome by the famine, they came to an agreement 
with each other, stipulating that the Romans should 
divide among themselves one half of their wealth, 
while the Goths should keep the rest and be subjects 
ofthe emperor. Both sides accordingly gave pledges 
to secure this agreement, the commanders of the 
Romans that the agreement should be binding, and 
the Goths that they would conceal nothing whatever 
of their wealth. Thus, then, they divided the whole 
of it between them, and the Romans, on their part, 
took possession of Auximus, while the barbarians 
mingled with the emperor’s army. 

XXVIII 

Arter the capture of Auximus, Belisarius made 
haste to lay siege to Ravenna, and he brought up his 
whole army against it. He also sent Magnus with 
a large force beyond Ravenna, with orders to move 
constantly along the bank of the river Po and keep 
guard, with the purpose of preventing the Goths 
thereafter from bringing in provisions by way of the 
river. Furthermore, Vitalius, who had come from 
Dalmatia with an army to join him, was guarding 
the other bank of the river. It was here that the 
Romans met with a piece of good fortune which 
made it perfectly clear that Fortune herself was de- 
termining the course of events for both sides. For 
the Goths had previously collected a large number 
of boats in Liguria and brought them down to the 
Po, and after filling them with grain and other pro- 
visions were purposing to set sail for Ravenna. But 
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the water in this river fell so low at that time that 
it was altogether impossible to navigate upon it, 
until the Romans came up and seized the boats with 
all their cargoes. Then the river not long after- 
ward returned to its proper volume and became 
navigable thereafter. And as far as we know from 
tradition, this had never happened to the river before. 
By this time the barbarians had already begun to 
experience some lack of provisions. For they were 
both unable to bring anything in by the lonian 
Gulf, since their enemy commanded the sea every- 
where, and they were shut off from the river. And 
the rulers of the Franks, learning what was going on 
and wishing to gain Italy for themselves, sent envoys 
to Vittigis, holding out a promise of an offensive and 
defensive alliance, on condition that they should 
rule the land jointly with him. Now when Beli- 
sarius heard this, he also sent envoys, among whom 
was Theodosius, who stood at the head of his own 
household, in order to speak against the Germans. 

So the envoys of the Germans were admitted first 
to Vittigis’ presence and spoke to the following 
effect : ‘The rulers of the Germans have sent us to 
you, in the first place because they are vexed to hear 
that you are thus besiged by Belisarius, and, in the 
second place, because they are eager to avenge you 
with all possible speed in accordance with the terms 
of our alliance. Now we suppose that our army, 
numbering not less than five hundred thousand 
fighting men, has by now crossed the Alps, and we 
boast that they will bury the entire Roman army 
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with their anes at the first onset. And you, on your 
pert, ought to conform to the purpose, not of those 
who intend to enslave you, but of those who are 
entering into the danger of war because of their 
loyalty to the Goths, And apart from this, if, on the 
one hand, you unite your forces with ours, the Romans 
will have no hope left of facing both our armies 
in battle, but from the very outset and without any 
Mort at al we shal) gain the supremacy in the war, 
But if, on the other hand, the Goths choose to array 
themselves with the Romans, even in that case they 
will not withstand the Frankish nation (for the 
struggle will not be evenly matched in point of 
strength), but the ultimate result for you will be 
defeat in the company of the most hostile of all 
men. But to plunge into 4 disaster which can be 
foreseen, when the opportunity is offered to be saved 
without danger, is utter folly, Besides, the Roman 
nation has proved itself altogether untrustworthy 
toward a\\ barbarians, since by ite very nature it is 
hostile to them. We therefore propose, if you are 
willing, to share with you the rule of al) Italy, and 
we shal) administer the land in whatever manner 
seems best. And for thee and the Goths the natural 
course to follow is that one which is destined to re- 
dound to your advantage.” Thus spoke the Franks, 
And the envoys of Belisarius also came forward 

and spoke as follows. “That the multitude of the 
Germans will inflict no injury on the emperor's 
army—and it is with this that they seck to scare 
you-—why should one enter into a lengthy proof 
before you, seeing that you, certainly, have come to 
understand by long experience what wholly governs 
the course of war, and know that valour is in no ° 
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VI. xxviii. 16-22 

circumstances wont to be overcome by mere throngs 
of men. For we need not add that, in point of fact, 
the emperor surpasses all others in the ability to 
outstrip his enemies in regard to multitude of 
soldiers. But as touching the loyalty of these 
Franks, which they proudly claim to shew toward 
all barbarians, this has been well displayed by them, 
first to the Thuringians and the Burgundian nation, 
and then to you also, their allies! And indeed we, 
on our part, should take pleasure in asking the 
Franks by what god they can possibly intend to 
swear when they declare that they will give you 
surety for their loyalty. For you understand surely 
in what manner they have honoured the one by 
whom they have already sworn—they who have 
received from you vast sums of money, as you know, 
and also the entire territory of Gaul as the price of 
their alliance, and yet have decided not merely to 
render you no assistance at all in your peril, but 
have actually taken up arms thus wantonly against 
you, if any account of those things which happened 
on the Po is preserved among you.! But why need 
we demonstrate the impiety of the Franks by re- 
counting past events? Nothing could be more 
unholy than this present embassy of theirs. For 
just as if they had forgotten the terms they them- 
selves have agreed upon and the oaths they have 
taken to secure the treaty, they claim the right to 
share your all with you. And if they do actually 
obtain this from you, it befits you to consider what 
will be the end of their insatiable greed for money.” 

1 Cf. chap, xxv. 9, above. 

8 gromeioba mpoohces KH: eixds ye Aoylfecdar L. 
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Thus spoke the envoys of Belisarius in their turn. 
As for Vittigis, after long conference with the 
noblest of the Goths, he gave his preference to the 
proposed treaty with the emperor, and sent away 
the envoys of the Germans unsuccessful. And from 
that time the Goths and the Romans began directly 
to carry on negotiations with each other, but Beli- 
sarius was no whit the less on his guard to prevent 
the barbarians from bringing in provisions for them- 
selves. Furthermore, he commanded Vitalius to go 
to Venetia and bring over as many of the towns of 
that region as possible, while he himself, with 
Ildiger, whom he had sent forward, was maintaining 
a guard over both banks of the Po, in order that the 
barbarians might yield more readily through lack of 
provisions and make the treaty as he himself wished, 
And since he learned that a large amount of grain 
was still lying in storage in public warehouses inside 
Ravenna, he bribed one of the inhabitants of the 
city to set fire secretly to these same warehouses 
and destroy the grain with them. But they say 
that, in reality, it was by the will of Matasuntha, 
the wife of Vittigis, that they were destroyed. Now 
some few were led by the fact that the grain burned 
suddenly to believe that the thing had been carried 
out by a plot, but others suspected that the place 
had been struck by lightning. Still, whichever of 
the two views they took, both the Goths and 
Vittigis were, more than ever, plunged into a state 
of helplessness, unable as they were even to trust 
their own compatriots thereafter, and thinking that 
war was being waged against them by God Himself. 
Such was the course of these events. 

Now there are numerous strongholds in the Alps 
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which separate Gaul from Liguria, and which the 
Romans call the Cottian Alps. These strongholds 
were garrisoned, as had been the custom for many 
years, by many of the noblest of the Goths, who 
resided in them together with their wives and 
children; and when Belisarius heard that these 
garrisons wished to submit themselves to him, he 
sent to them one of his officers, Thomas by name, 
with some few men, with instructions to give pledges 
and accept the surrender of the barbarians there. 
And when they reached the Alps, Sisigis, who com- 
manded the garrisons of that district, received them 
in one of the fortresses, and not only submitted 
himself but also urged each of the other commanders 
to do likewise. Just at this time Uraias, who had 
selected four thousand Ligurians and men from the 
fortresses in the Alps, was moving with all speed 
toward Ravenna with the intention of relieving the 
city. But when these men learned what had been 
done by Sisigis, they became feartul for their families 
and demanded that they should first go to them. 
Consequently Uraias entered the Cottian Alps with his 
whole army, and laid siege to Sisigis and the force of 
Thomas. Now when John, the nephew of Vitalian, 
and Martinus learned of this situation (for they 
happened to be very near the Po), they came to the 
rescue as quickly as possible with their whole army ; 
and by falling suddenly upon some of the fortresses 
in the Alps, they captured them and made slaves of 
their inhabitants, and a large number of these 
captives, as chance would have it, proved to be 

children and wives of the men who were serving 

5 avxoratw—erbyxavoyv KL: om. H. 
8 emionhWavtes H: emioxepavres K, eweroreodyres L. 
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under Uraias, For the most of the men under his 
command were natives of these very fortresses. 
And when these men learned that their own homes 
had been captured, they detached themselves sud- 
denly from the army of the Goths, having decided 
to go over to the troops under John, and as a result 
of this Uraias was able neither to accomplish any- 
thing there nor to bring assistance to the Goths 
endangered in Ravenna, but he returned unsuccessful 
with a few men to Liguria and remained quietly 
there. And Belisarius without interference held 
Vittigis and the nobles of the Goths confined in 
Ravenna. 

XXIX 

Ir was in these circumstances that envoys arrived 
from the emperor, Domnicus and Maximinus, both 
members of the senate, in order to make peace on 
the following terms. Vittigis was to receive one- 
half of the royal treasure, and to rule over the 
territory which is north of the river Po; but the 
other half of the money was to fall to the emperor, 
and he was to make subject and tributary to himself 
all that lay south of the Po. So the envoys, having 
shewn the emperor’s letter to Belisarius, betook 
themselves to Ravenna, And when the Goths and 
Vittigis had learned the purpose of their coming, 
they gladly agreed to make the treaty on these 
terms. But Belisarius, upon hearing this, was moved 
with vexation, counting it a great calamity that any- 
one should prevent him from winning the decisive 
victory of the whole war, when it was possible to do 
so with no trouble, and from leading Vittigis a 
captive to Byzantium, So when the envoys returned 

125 



10 

11 

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

émevdy) TEé ol mpéa Bets eK ‘PaBévyns 7 pos avTov 
ixov70, ypaupac oixetots errippdaat Tas EvvOn- 
KAS HKLOTA nOedev. avTrep ot Lordoe aio Gopevoe 
v@ te dSorepo? rh elpnuny opict ‘Pepatous 
mporelvecOat vmeromatov, Kal vrowWia és avTous 
peyary expavTo, avr iKpus TE 767 epackov avev 
tov Bertoaptiou papper cov Te Kal OpKwY OUTOTE 
EvvOnKkas mpos auTovs Ojcec Pat. 

’Axovoas be Behuodpvos owopetaBat ol TOV 
apyovTov Tuas, @S 01) emuBoudevov Tols Bacidews 
“mpayuace TOV TONE HOV KaTanvew ovdap“as Bov- 
orto, Evykaréoas arravras, Aopvixov Te Kab 

Maétpivov rapovtwr, éde£e tordde ‘<TH pev Tod 
TOAEMOU TUYNY EV TO ATParel ws HKioTAa éEcTavat 
autos Te olda Kal VuoY ExacTOV TAUTA pol yIWe- 
axe vTép aUTHS oluat. ToAAOUS TE yap ért- 
Sofos, OTe bn és avtodls adi€erat, odaa % THs 
vixens értrls Eopyre, Kal Tois nruxnKévar * Soxodat 
tov éyOpoav dn mapa So€av reptetvat EvvéBn. 
510 bn hnus Yphvat Tods Umép Ths eipyvns Bov- 
Nevopévous ov THY ayaOny éXrrida mpoBdadrEa Oat 
peovov, ép éxdtepa dé THY amoBacw écecbar 
odiow év vd ExovTas, oUTW THY alpecw ToLetcOat 
THs yvouns. Tovtov S€ ToLlovtwy dvT@V, buas 
TE TOUS suvapyovras kat Tova be TOUS Baoiréws 
T péo Beus Evvero aryew * edoken € Emouye,* Oras ev TO 
mapovtt kar’ é€ovolav édSpevor & Te dv Bactrel 

1 y@ TE Borepa KH: rote SoAepas L. 
2 aAruxnkévar K: dedvotvxn«évar L. 
3 Evverodyew K: tvvayayeiv L. * @otey Euovrye L: om. K. 

1 ¢.e. either good or bad. 
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to him from Ravenna, he refused absolutely to ratify 
the agreement by his own signature. And when 
the Goths became aware of this, they began to feel 
that the Romans were offering them peace with 
treacherous intent, and became very suspicious of 
them ; and they forthwith declared flatly that with- 
out both the signature and the oath of Belisarius 
they would never make a compact with the 
Romans. 
And Belisarius, upon hearing that some of the com- 

manders were criticizing him bitterly, on the ground 
that he was plainly plotting against the emperor’s 
eause, and for this reason was quite unwilling to 
bring the war to an end, called them all together, 
and, in the presence of Domnicus and Maximinus, 
spoke as follows. “I am not alone in knowing that 
the fortune of war is by no means fixed and firm, but I 
think that each one of you shares this same view with 
me regarding it, For many men have been deceived 
by the hope of victory when it seemed certain that 
it would come to them, while men who, to all 
appearances, have met with disaster, have many a 
time had the fortune to triumph unexpectedly over 
their adversaries. Consequently I say that men 
deliberating with regard to peace should not put 
before them only the expectation of success, but 
reflecting that the result will be either way,! they 
should make their choice of policy on this basis. 
In view of this, it has seemed best to me, at any 
rate, to bring to a conference you, my colleagues, 
and these envoys of the emperor, to the end that 
the present occasion may afford an opportunity to 
choose at our leisure whatever course may seem 
destined to be of advantage to the emperor, that 
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1 kwAvoet Hoeschel: kwddoew MSS. 
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after the event you may never bring any reproach 
against me, For it would be a thing most monstrous, 
first to be silent as long as it is possible to choose 
the better course, and later, upon surveying the 
outcome decreed by fortune, to bring accusations. 
Now as to the emperor’s decision with a view to the 
conclusion of the war, and as to the wishes of 
Vittigis, you are of course well informed. And if 
you, too, think this course advantageous, let each 
man come forward and speak. If, however, you 
think that you are able to recover the whole of Italy 
for the Romans and to gain the mastery over the 
enemy, nothing will prevent you from speaking with 
complete frankness.’”’ When Belisarius had thus 
spoken, all expressed the opinion with certainty that 
the emperor’s decision was best, and that they would 
be unable to do the enemy any further harm. And 
Belisarius was pleased with the expression of the 
commanders’ opinion, and asked them to set it down 
in writing, in order that they might never deny it. 
They accordingly wrote a document stating that 
they were unable to achieve superiority over their 
opponents in the war. 

These deliberations, then, were being carried 
forward in the Roman camp. But the Goths, hard 
pressed by the famine and no longer able to endure 
their suffering, were in a state of suspense ; for while 
they were hostile to the rule of Vittigis, seeing that 
he had been unfortunate in the extreme, stil] they 
were reluctant to yield to the emperor, fearing only 
this, that upon becoming slaves of the emperor they 
would be compelled to remove from Italy and go to 
Byzantium and settle there. So after deliberating 
among themselves, all the best of the Goths decided 
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1 Tér0ovs Haury: yé780s MSS. 
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to declare Belisarius Emperor of the West. And 
sending to him secretly, they begged him to assume 
the royal power; for upon this condition, they 
declared, they would follow him gladly. But Beli- 
sarius was quite unwilling to assume the ruling 
power against the will of the emperor; for he had 
an extraordinary loathing for the name of tyrant, and 
furthermore he had, in fact, been bound by the 
emperor previously by most solemn oaths never 
during his lifetime to organize a revolution ; still, in 
order to turn the situation before him to the best 
advantage, he let it appear that he received the 
proposals of the barbarians gladly. And Vittigis, 
perceiving this, became fearful, and saying that the 
deliberations of the Goths had arrived at the best 
possible result, he too secretly urged Belisarius to 
enter upon the royal power; for no one, he said, 
would stand in his way. Then indeed Belisarius 
again called together the envoys of the emperor and 
all the commanders and asked them whether it 
seemed to them a matter of great importance to 
make all the Goths with Vittigis captives, and to 
secure as plunder all their wealth, and recover the 
whole of Italy for the Romans. And they said that 
this would be for the Romans a great and over- 
whelming piece of good fortune, and they begged 
him to bring it about as quickly as possible, by 
whatever means he could. Accordingly Belisarius 
at once sent to Vittigis and the notables of the 
Goths some of his intimates, bidding them carry 
out what they had promised. And indeed the 
famine would not permit them to put off the matter 
to any other time, but, by its increasing pressure, 
was driving them to this decision. Consequently 
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they again sent envoys to the camp of the Romans, 
with instructions to make some vague statement 
openly, but in secret to receive pledges from Beli- 
sarius, both that he would do no harm to anyone of 
the Goths, and that thenceforth he himself would be 
king of the Goths and Italians ; this accomplished, 
they were to come with him and the Roman army 
into Ravenna. As for Belisarius, he swore to every- 
thing else, just as the envoys required of him, but 
concerning the kingship he said that he would swear 
to Vittigis himself and the rulers of the Goths. 
And the envoys, thinking that he would never reject 
the kingship, but that he would strive for it above 
all other things, made not the least hesitation in 
urging him to come with them into Ravenna. Then 
Belisarius ordered Bessas and John and Narses and 
Aratius to go with their several commands to different 
places (for these were the men whom he suspected 
of being exceedingly hostile to him), and to provide 
provisions for themselves ; for he alleged that it was 
no longer possible for him, in the place where he was, 
to bring in provisions for the whole army. So these 
officers, as well as Athanasius, the pretorian prefect, 
who had recently come from Byzantium, proceeded 
to carry out the instructions given them, but he 
himself with the remainder of the army marched 
into Ravenna with the envoys of the Goths. And 
loading a fleet of ships with grain and other pro- 
visions, he gave orders that they should sail with all 
speed into the harbour of Classes; for thus the 
Romans call the suburb of Ravenna where the 
harbour is. 

And while I watched the entry of the Roman 
army into Ravenna at that time, an idea came to 
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me, to the effect that it is not at all by the wisdom 
of men or by any other sort of excellence on their 
part that events are brought to fulfilment, but that 
there is some divine power which is ever warping 
their purposes and shifting them in such a way that 
there will be nothing to hinder that which is being 
brought to pass. For although the Goths were 
greatly superior to their opponents in number and 
in power, and had neither fought a decisive battle 
since they had entered Ravenna nor been humbled 
in spirit by any other disaster, still they were being 
made captives by the weaker army and were regard- 
ing the name of slavery as no insult. But when the 
women, as they sat at the gate, had seen the whole 
army (for they had heard from their husbands that 
the enemy were men of great size and too numerous 
to be counted), they all spat upon the faces of their 
husbands, and pointing with their hands to the 
victors, reviled them for their cowardice. 

As for Belisarius, he held Vittigis under guard, 
but not in disgrace, and urged those of the barbarians 
who lived south of the river Po to go to their own 
lands and care for them unmolested. This he did 
because he felt that he would have no hostile force 
to deal with in that quarter, and that the Goths of 
that region would never unite, because he had, as it 
happened, previously established a large number of 
Roman troops in the towns there. So these Goths 
gladly made haste to return. And thus the Romans 
were now making their position secure, for in 

ered) Emavtas em) THs TéAEws KaOnuevovs eldoy Li, émevdy—eldov 
om. K. 

8 avavdptay Hoeschel: aviptay K, avdpetay Li. 
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Ravenna at least they were no longer outnumbered 
by the Goths. He next took possession of the 
money in the palace, which he intended to convey 
to the emperor. But as for the private property of 
the Goths, neither did he take plunder from any 
individual, nor would he permit any other Roman to 
take such plunder, but each one of them preserved 
his property according to the terms of the agree- 
ment. Now when those of the barbarians who were 
keeping guard in the strongest of the towns heard 
that both Ravenna and Vittigis were held by the 
Romans, they began to send envoys to Belisarius, 
craving permission to submit themselves by surrender 
and the places they guarded. And he most willingly 
furnished pledges to them all, and thus took over 
Tarbesium? and such other strongholds as there 
were in Venetia. For Caesena was the only one 
remaining in Aemilia, and this he had previously 
taken over along with Ravenna. And the Goths 
who commanded these towns, as soon as they 
received the pledges, came to Belisarius and 
remained with him—all except Ildibadus, a man of 
note, who commanded the garrison in Verona; for 
though he too sent envoys to Belisarius on the same 
mission as the others, especially because Belisarius 
had found his children in Ravenna and taken 
possession of them, still he did not either come to 
Ravenna or submit himself to Belisarius. For 
fortune brought him to a situation which I shall 
now describe. 

1 Modern Treviso. 
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XXX 

Certain officers of the Roman army, out of malice 
toward Belisarius, began to slander him to the 
emperor, advancing against him a charge of usurpa- 
tion for which there were no grounds whatever in his 
case. And the emperor, not so much because he was 
persuaded by these slanders as because the Medic 
war was already pressing upon him, summoned 
Belisarius to come as quickly as possible, in order 
to take the field against the Persians; meanwhile 
he commanded Bessas and John with the others to 
take charge of Italy, and directed Constantianus 
to go to Ravenna from Dalmatia. Now the Goths 
who inhabited the country to the north of the Po 
and of Ravenna, upon hearing that the emperor was 
summoning Belisarius, at first, indeed, paid no heed 
to the matter, thinking that Belisarius would never 
regard the kingdom of Italy as of less account 
than loyalty to Justinian. But when they learned 
that he was making preparations for his departure 
in real earnest, all the loyal Goths of that region 
who were still left formed a common purpose and 
went to Uraias, the nephew of Vittigis, at Ticinum ; 
and after first lamenting long with him, they spoke 
as follows: “The man who has proved to be chiefly 
responsible for the present misfortunes of the nation 
of the Goths is no other than you. For we, on our 
part, should have long ago removed that uncle of 
yours from the kingship, seeing that he has led us 
in such a cowardly manner and with such ill fortune, 
just as we removed Theodatus, the nephew of 
Theoderic, unless, out of respect for the natural 
vigour which you seemed to display, we had decided 
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to concede to Vittigis merely the title of king, but 
in fact to entrust to you alone the rule of the Goths. 
What, however, seemed then consideration, now 
stands out clearly as folly and the cause of these mis- 
fortunes of ours. For very many of the Goths, as 
you know, dear Uraias, and our noblest, have 
perished in the war, and such nobles as are left 
among the survivors Belisarius will lead away along 
with Vittigis and all our wealth. And no one could 
deny that we too shall suffer this same fate a little 
later, seeing that we are reduced to a small and 
pitiable band. Since, therefore, such a dire fate has 
encompassed us, it will be preferable for us to die 
with glory rather than to see our wives and children 
led by the enemy to the extremities of the earth. 
And we shall, in all probability, accomplish some- 
thing worthy of valorous men, if only we have you 
as leader of our struggles.” Thus spoke the Goths, 

And Uraias replied as follows: ‘You say that 
we ought in our present extremity to choose the peril 
of battle rather than slavery, and this opinion I share 
with you. But, on the other hand, I think it 
altogether inexpedient for me to ascend the throne 
of the Goths, in the first place because, being the 
nephew of Vittigis, a man who has been so un- 
fortunate, I should appear to the enemy as worthy 
to be despised, since men believe that among kins- 
men the like fortune is ever handed on from one to 
another; and, in the second place, I should seem 
to act impiously in usurping the rule of my uncle, 
and in case I do this I shall probably have the 
most of you angry with me. But my opinion is that 
Ildibadus must become ruler of the Goths for this 

2 6uotas K: om. L. 
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perilous enterprise, a man who has attained the 
highest excellence and is conspicuously energetic. 
And it is to be expected with certainty that Theudis 
also, the ruler of the Visigoths, seeing that he is 
Ildibadus’ uncle, will assist him in the war because 
of his kinship. And this indeed will be ground 
for more confident hope in carrying on the struggle 
against our opponents.” 
When Uraias, in his turn, had spoken thus, it 

seemed to all the Goths that his words pointed out 
the course which would be to their advantage. And 
Ildibadus was straightway summoned by them and 
came from Verona. Then, after clothing him in 
the purple, they declared him king of the Goths 
and entreated him to take the situation in hand and 
set matters right for them. Thus did Ildibadus 
come into the royal power. But a short time after 
this, he called all the Goths together and spoke as 
follows: “ All of you, fellow-soldiers, as I am well 
aware, have had experience in many wars, so that 
we shall probably never proceed to make war on the 
spur of the moment. For experience brings a man 
sober judgment, so that he is not wont to act rashly 
in any case. Now you ought, in fairness to your- 
selves, to call to recollection all that has befallen us 
heretofore, and make plans to meet the present 
situation with this in mind. For when forgetfulness 
of past events comes upon men, it often, through 
folly, exalts their minds at the wrong moment, and 
then, when their all is at stake, utterly overthrows 
them. Now when Vittigis placed himself in the 
hands of the enemy, it was not against your will 
nor did you strive to prevent him, but at that time 
you bowed before the adversities of fortune and con- 

143 



1% 

25 

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

Evndopwrator juiv adreis hyneac@e evar Bede- 
Tagig oleos KaPrjueros Craxovey RAY 4) TOES 
coxuact dSiaxcwdevever arepaytas pvdy pevToe 
adtéy dkxpxodtes &? BuSdrtion otAAco@at, 
pewrepors wWodynacw syyerpely Eypate, KaALTOE 
eyejy exdoyiLerPar Sudy &cactor ds ody GrartTa 
Tots dvOpwwors 9 Soest yiyrerat, GAA TeP 
Sedoyucver Tapa Setar TodAGKes TOP wTeayRa- 
Taw aroSacis ax’ Cartias SyepyrTs TUN yao 
wal petauedos Ta WOAAA KatopGedy ex Ted 
awpoodoxytou wedveacar dwep xai vir Bedu- 
capio EvuSyjcerPar odd arexds.  dacrvev 
Toy wvéc@as ny adrod wpotepor, wapacPas 
dS avtica@iotava: toy GvOpewor cri Ta Tpany 
Evyeciuena, edt te duds éxl ray wodkeav Ta 

; eUTEpA (areas, 
Tadra “IA&iSades arady od te SeSovrtcdoPas 

Ter@ars Bote wal woéoe Seas & “PaServay xara 
Tayos Sreuwer. of d) BAUucaaio & Won ACortes 
Tey te Svyeaudror odicw tréumoary xal are 
Sarurpy trav dortoynnerar éxaxiLor, avlai- 
petor wey GroxadodrTes avdpawodor, overdiLorres 
88 Ste S) ode CpvOpiedyn wed tis Bacidetas Te 
Sovrteiay aipovmevos, @Aa Te Toiadra wodra 
AeyouTes wl THY doyhy wapexadovr, oedta yap 
cal IAS Sador Ceroveror adifer@a: icyupiforto, 
THY Te wopdupida xataPyoouever & rods adroad 
wodas cal Bacdéa Belicapioy Tor@av te xal 
‘Tradiatay wpocxurpcorta. of pe wpéo Bers 

2 Racwdoreter drdarra K: hanrdercdew, dwalpew re L. 
2 @s Ky wal es L. 

144 



a 

HISTORY OF THE WARS, VI. xxx. 21-27 

sidered that we should best consult our own interests 
by sitting at home and obeying Belisarius rather 
than by risking our lives in endless dangers. But 
now, upon hearing that Belisarius is setting out for 
Byzantium, you have decided to undertake a revolu- 
tion. And yet each one of you ought to have taken 
into consideration that things do not always happen 
for men as they will them, but many times the out- 

come of events has unexpectedly gone contrary to 
what has been determined upon. For chance or a 
change of heart have a way of setting most things 
right when least expected ; and even now it is by no 
means improbable that this is what will happen to 
Belisarius. It is better, therefore, to make enquiries 

of him first and to attempt to bring the man back to 
the earlier agreement, and only after this should you 
proceed to the next best step.” 

When Ildibadus had thus spoken, the Goths 
decided that he had counselled well, and he sent 
envoys to Ravenna with all speed. So these envoys, 
upon coming before Belisarius, reminded him of the 
agreement made with them and reproached him as 
a breaker of his promises, calling him a slave by his 
own choice, and chiding him because, they said, he 
did not blush at choosing servitude in place of the 
kingship ; and with many other speeches of a similar 
sort they kept urging him to accept the rule. 
For, should he do so, they declared that Ildibadus 
would come of his own accord in order to lay down 
the purple at his feet and do obeisance to Belisarius 
as king of the Goths and Italians, So the envoys, 

145 
VOL. IV. L 



PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

a b's 27 % ¥ X fol 

Tavta éXeyov, oiomevor TOV avdpa TO THs Baci- 
‘4 Mv nde , > ’ fed 1 

Alas Ovoswa ovdey meAAHNTAaAVYTA ETTLTOTUcadFatL 
, 

avtixa 8) para. o 8€& od mpocdexouévors* 
avTots avtixpus atelier, ws ovK av Tote SavTos 
> fol , , > , 

lovativiavod Baciéws Bedtodpios ériBarevor 
Tod Tis Bacvreias OvOLaTOS. cal ot (wep Tatra 
aKovoavTes am XXaocovTd TE WS TayltoTa Kal 

INSieBado@ Tov mavTa oyov dm ryyerXov. Bedc- 
odplos 8s Ty emt TO Bufavtvov jee Kal o Xete@y 
EMNYE, Kal TO WéuTTov etos éTeNe’TAa TO ToNguw 
T@de, dv LIpoxoreos Euvéeypawer. 

1 ovdty wedAnoavta émiowicacba: K: xaradéxer8ar oddity 
meAjoer Oa: L. 

2 mpoodexouevors K: mpocdoxapevors L, 



’ 

HISTORY OF THE WARS, VI. xxx. 27-30 

on their part, kept making these speeches, thinking 
that the man would without any hesitation take 
upon himself the kingly title immediately, But he, 
contrary to their expectation, refused them outright, 
saying that never, while the emperor Justinian 
lived, would Belisarius usurp the title of king. So 
they, upon hearing this, departed as quickly as 
possible and reported the whole matter to Ildibadus. 
And Belisarius took his way to Byzantium; and the 
winter drew to its close and the fifth year ended in 540a.p. 
this war, the history of which Procopius has written. 
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HISTORY OF THE WARS: BOOK VII 

THE GOTHIC WAR (continued) 

. I 

Tuus Belisarius departed, though the situation 
was still unsettled, and he arrived at Byzantium in 
company with Vittigis and the notables of the Goths 
and the children of Ildibadus, bringing with him all 
the treasure; and he was escorted by Ildiger, 
Valerian, Martinus, and Herodian only. Now the 
Emperor Justinian did indeed take pleasure in seeing 
Vittigis and his wife, and marvelled at both the beauty 
and the great stature of the barbarian throng. But 
upon receiving the wealth of Theoderic, a notable 
sight in itself, he merely set it forth for the members 
of the senate to view privately in the palace, being 
jealous because of the magnitude and splendour of 
the achievement; and neither did he bring it out 
before the people, nor did he accord to Belisarius 
the customary triumph, as he had done when he 
returned from his victory over Gelimer and the 
Vandals. However, the name of Belisarius was on 

the lips of all: to him were ascribed two victories, 
such as had never before fallen to the lot of any 
one man to achieve; he had brought two kings 
captive to Byzantium, and unexpectedly had made 
both the race and the possessions of Gizeric and of 
Theoderic Roman spoil—two kings than whom none, 
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among barbarians at least, has ever been more illus- 
trious; and he had brought back their wealth from 
the enemy and restored it once more to the state, 
and recovered for the empire in a short space of time 
almost one half of its territory on land and sea. And 
the Byzantines took delight in watching Belisarius as 
he came forth from his house each day and proceeded 
toward the market-place or as he returned to his 
house, and none of them could get enough of this 
sight. For his progress resembled a crowded festival 
procession, since he was always escorted by a large 
number of Vandals, as well as Goths and Moors. 
Furthermore, he had a fine figure and was tall and 
remarkably handsome. But his conduct was so 
meek and his attitude toward those who met him so 
affable that he seemed like a very poor man and 
one of no repute. 

As a commander the love ever felt for him both 
by soldiers and peasants was irresistible, seeing that, 
in his treatment of his soldiers on the one hand, 
he was surpassed by none in generosity ; (for when 
any had met with misfortune in battle, he used to 
console them by large presents of money for the 
wounds they had received, and to those who had 
distinguished themselves he presented bracelets and 
necklaces to wear as prizes, and when a soldier had 
lost in battle horse or bow or anything else whatso- 
ever, another was straightway provided in its place 
by Belisarius); and in his treatment of the peasants, 
on the other hand, he won their affection because he 
shewed so much restraint and such consideration for 
them that it never fell to their lot to suffer any 

5 abrots ovdev K: avrav oddéva L, abtrovs oddév Suidas. 
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violence when Belisarius was general—nay, rather, 
all those whose land was visited by a large body of 
troops under his command unexpectedly found that 
they were enriched ; for they always set their own 
price upon everything sold to the soldiers. And 
whenever the crops were ripe, Belisarius used to 
watch closely that the cavalry in passing should 
not damage any man’s grain, Also, when the fruit 
was ripe on the trees, not a single man was permitted 
to touch it. Furthermore, he possessed the virtue 
of self-restraint in a marvellous degree; and hence 
it was that he never would touch any woman other 
than his wedded wife. And so, although he took 
captive such great numbers of women from both the 
Vandals and the Goths, and such beautiful women as 
no man in the world, I suppose, has ever seen, he 
refused to allow any of them to come into his 
presence or meet him in any other way. In 
addition to all his other qualities, he was also re- 
markably shrewd, and in difficult situations he was 
able with unerring judgment to decide upon the 
best course of action. Furthermore, in the dangers 
of war he was both courageous without incurring 
unnecessary risks and daring to a degree without 
losing his cool judgment, either striking quickly or 
holding back his attack upon the enemy according 
to the requirements of the situation. Nay more, in 
desperate situations, on the one hand he shewed 
a spirit which was both full of confidence and un- 
ruffled by excitement, and in the fulness of success, 
on the other hand, he neither gave way to vanity. 
nor rushed into indulgence ; at any rate no man ever 
saw Belisarius intoxicated. 

Now as long as he was in command of the Roman 
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* Described in Book V. xix.— VI. x. 
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army both in Libya and in Italy, he was continually 
victorious and always acquired whatever lay before 
him. But when he had been brought back to 
Byzantium by imperial summons, his ability was 
recognized still more fully than in previous times 
and received most generous appreciation. For since 
by his own outstanding merit in every field he was 
prominent above all his fellows, and surpassed the 
generals of all time in the vastness of his wealth and 
the number of his bodyguards and spearmen, he was 
naturally looked upon by all officers and soldiers 
alike as a formidable person. For no one, I am sure, 
had the hardihood to resist his commands, and his 
men never refused to carry out whatever orders he 
gave, both respecting as they did his ability and 
fearing his power. For he used to equip seven 
thousand horsemen from his own household,? and 
not one of these was an inferior man, but each of 
them could claim to stand first in the line of battle 
and to challenge the best of the enemy. Indeed, 
when Rome was beleaguered by the Goths, and the 
Roman elders were watching the progress of the 
struggle through the various engagements,’ they 
marvelled greatly and cried out that one man’s 
household was destroying the power of Theoderic. 

So Belisarius, having become, as was noted above, 
-aman of power, both because of the respect accorded 
him and because of his sound judgment, continued to 
advise such measures as would prove in the interest 
of the emperor’s cause and to carry out with independ- 
ent judgment the decisions reached. But the other 
commanders, being, unlike him, on an equality with 
one another, and having no single thought in mind 
except to make sure of their own personal gain, had 
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already begun both to plunder the Romans?! and 
to put the civil population at the mercy of the 
soldiers, and neither were they themselves any longer 
giving heed to the requirements of the situation, nor 
could they secure obedience to their commands on the 
part of the soldiers. Consequently, many blunders 
were committed by them, and the entire fabric of the 
Roman power was utterly destroyed in a short space 
of time. And I shall now proceed to recount the 
story of these events as best I can. 
When JIldibadus learned that Belisarius had 

departed from Ravenna and was on his way, he 
began to gather about him all the barbarians and as 
many of the Roman soldiers as were inclined to 
favour a revolution. And he sought by every means 
to strengthen his rule, and laboured diligently to 
recover for the Gothic nation the sovereignty of 
Italy. Now at the first not more than a thousand 
men followed him and they held only one city, 
Ticinum, but little by little all the inhabitants of 
Liguria and Venetia came over to his side. 

Now there was a certain Alexander in Byzantium 
who held the office of comptroller of the state 
treasury ; this official the Romans call “logothete,” ? 
using a Greek name. This man was always making 
charges against the soldiers for the losses they 
caused to the treasury of the state.2 And by sub- 
jecting them to trial for offences of this sort, he on 
his part quickly rose from obscurity to fame and 

1 Tn Italy. 
2 <«One who audits accounts.” 
3 The maintenance of the army seemed to John to involve 

unnecessary details of expenditure. 
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from poverty to immense wealth, and not only this, 
but he also succeeded in collecting great sums of 
money for the emperor, surpassing all predecessors 
in this; but it was he, more than any other man, 
who was chiefly responsible for the deterioration of 
the army, in that the soldiers were both few and 
poor and reluctant to face the perils of war. The 
Byzantines indeed went so far as to call him by the 
name “Snips,” because it was an easy feat for him 
to cut off the edge all around a golden coin, and 
while thus making it as much smaller as he wished, 
still to preserve the circular shape it originally had. 
For they call the tool with which such work is done 
“snips.” This Alexander, then, it was whom the 
emperor sent to Italy after summoning Belisarius 
to return. And directly upon his arrival at Ravenna, 
he published an altogether unreasonable financial 
reckoning. For though the Italians had neither laid 
hands upon the emperor’s money nor committed any 
offence against the state, he summoned them, first 
of all, to face an investigation, laying to their charge 
the wrongs they had done Theoderic and the other 
Gothic rulers, and compelling them to pay whatever 
gains they had made, as he alleged, by deceiving 
the Goths. In the second place, he disappointed 
the soldiers by the niggardliness of the reckoning 
with which he repaid them for their wounds and 
dangers. Hence not only did the Italians become dis- 
affected from the Emperor Justinian, but not one of 
the soldiers was willing any longer to undergo the 
dangers of war, and by wilfully refusing to fight, 
they caused the strength of the enemy to grow 
continually greater. 

4 éxépdavov Haury: ef éxépdaivoy K, éovanoar 7) éxépdavoy L. 
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While the other commanders were remaining quiet 
on account of this situation, Vitalius alone (for he 
happened to have in Venetia a numerous army com- 
prising with others a great throng of barbarian 
Eruli) had the courage to do battle with Ildibadus, 
fearing, as actually happened, that at a later time 
when his power had grown greatly they would be no 
longer able to check him. But in the fierce battle 
which took place near the city of Tarbesium,! Vitalius 
was badly defeated and fled, saving some few men, 
but losing the most of them there. In this battle 
many Eruli fell and among them Visandus, the leader 
of the Eruli, was killed. And Theudimund, the son 
of Mauricius and grandson of Mundus, a mere lad at 
the time, came indeed into danger of death, but 
succeeded in making his escape in company with 
Vitalius. Asa result of this achievement the name 
of Ildibadus reached the emperor and spread over 
the whole world. 

But after a time it so fell out that enmity sprang 
up between Uraias and Ildibadus for the following 
reason. Uraias had a wife who in wealth and 
personal beauty was adjudged first among all the 
women of these barbarians. This woman once went 
down to the bath clad in great magnificence of 
ornament and taking with her a very notable com- 
pany of attendants. And seeing the wife of Ildibadus 
there in plain garments, she not only did her no 
obeisance as the consort of the king but otherwise 
too ignored and did her insult. For Ildibadus was 
still in poverty, having by no means come into royal 
wealth. And the wife of Ildibadus, being very 
much offended by the uncalled-for insult, came to 

1 Modern Treviso. 
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her husband in tears and demanded that he avenge 
her for the outrageous treatment she had received 
from the wife of Uraias. Accordingly Ildibadus 
first slandered Uraias to the barbarians, imputing to 
him that he was intending to desert to the enemy, 
but a little later he put him to death by treachery, 
and thereby incurred the enmity of the Goths. For 
it was by no means in accordance with their wish 
that Uraias should be thus unceremoniously removed 
from the world. And forthwith a large number of 
them formed a party and began to denounce I]dibadus 
vehemently as having committed an unholy deed, 
However, no one was willing to exact vengeance 
from him for this murder, 

But there was one among them, Velas by name, 
who, though a Gepid by birth, had attained the 
dignity of serving among the king’s guards. This 
man had wooed a woman fair to look upon, and he 
loved her with an extraordinary love ; but while he 
was off on an expedition against the enemy, in order 
to make some attack upon them in company with 
certain others, Ildibadus, meantime, either through 
ignorance or prompted by some other motive, married 
his intended bride to someone else among the bar- 
barians. And when Velas, returning from the army, 
heard this, being passionate by nature, he could not 
bear the insult thus done him, but decided im- 
mediately to kill Ildibadus, thinking that he would 
thereby render a welcome service to all the Goths. 
And so, when the king on a certain occasion was 
entertaining the noblest of the Goths at a banquet, 
he watched for an opportunity and put his plot into 
execution. For while the king is dining, it is 
customary for many persons to stand about him and 
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among them his bodyguards. So when he had 
stretched out his hand to the food as he lay reclining 
upon the couch, Velas suddenly smote his neck with 
his sword. And so, while the food was still grasped 
in the man’s fingers, his head was severed and fell 
upon the table, and filled all those present with 
great consternation and amazement. Such, then, 
was the vengeance which overtook Ildibadus for the 
murder of Uraias. And the winter drew to a close 
and the sixth year ended in this war, the history of 
which Procopius has written. 

II 

THERE was a certain Eraric in the Gothic army, 
one of the Rogi by birth, a man possessed of great 
power among these barbarians. Now these Rogi are 
indeed a Gothic nation, but in ancient times they 
used to live as an independent people. But Theoderic 
had early persuaded them, along with certain other 
nations, to form an alliance with him, and they were 
absorbed into the Gothic nation and acted in common 
with them in all things against their enemies. But 
since they had absolutely no intercourse with women 
other than their own, each successive generation of 
children was of unmixed blood, and thus they had 
preserved the name of their nation among them- 
selves. This Eraric, in the midst of the turmoil 
consequent upon the murder of Ildibadus, was 
suddenly proclaimed king by the Rogi. This act 
pleased the Goths not at all; however, the most of 
them had in fact fallen into great despondence be- 
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cause the hopes they had formerly placed in Ildibadus 
had been frustrated ; for he, they felt, would have 
been able to recover the kingdom and the sovereignty 
of Italy for the Goths, Eraric, however, did nothing 
at all worthy of note; for after living in office five 
months he died in the following manner, There 
was a certain Totila, a nephew of Ildibadus, a man 
gifted with remarkable discretion, energetic in the 
extreme, and held in high esteem among the Goths. 
This Totila happened at that time to be in command 
of the Goths in Tarbesium. But when he learned 
that Ildibadus had been removed from among men 
in the manner described, he sent to Constantianus 
at Ravenna asking that pledges be given him for his 
safety, on condition that he hand over to the Romans 
both himself and the Goths whom he commanded 
along with Tarbesium. This proposal Constantianus 
heard gladly and swore to everything just as Totila 
requested, and a fixed day for the transaction was 
agreed upon by both, on which Totila and the Goths 
who were keeping guard in Tarbesium were to 
receive into the city some of the associates of Con- 
stantianus and put themselves and the city into 
their hands. 

But already the Goths were becoming dissatisfied 
with the rule of Eraric, seeing the man to be incom- 
petent to carry on the war against the Romans, and 
the most of them were openly abusing him as one 
who had stood in their way to great achievements, 
alleging that he had done away with Ildibadus.! 
And finally they made an agreement among them- 

1 This is the first intimation that Eraric had had anything 
to do with the murder of Ildibadus, which in the previous 
chapter was ascribed to Velas, 
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selves and sent to Totila at Tarbesium, urging him 
to assume the royal power. For by now they were 
beginning to feel generally a keen sense of regret 
for the lost rule of Ildibadus, and so they began to 
turn their hope of victory toward his relative Totila, 
having come to feel confidence in the man because 
his wish was the same as theirs. As for Totila, when 
the messengers came before him, he, without any 
concealment, disclosed his agreement with the 
Romans, but said that, if the Goths should kill 
Eraric before the appointed day, he would both 
follow them and carry out everything in accordance 
with their desires. When the barbarians heard this, 
they set about forming a plot to compass the de- 
struction of Eraric. Such was the progress of events 
in the Gothic camp. 

But in the meantime the Roman armies, though 
enjoying security as a result of the preoccupation of 
the enemy, were neither moving to unite their forces, 
nor were they planning any action against the bar- 
barians. As for Eraric, he called together all the 
Goths and persuaded them to send envoys to the 
Emperor Justinian, who should beg him to make 
peace with them on the same terms on which he 
had been willing previously to conclude a treaty with 
Vittigis, on the condition, namely, that the Goths, 
holding the territory north of the Po, should with- 
draw from the rest of Italy. And since this was 
approved by the Goths, he chose out some of those 
especially intimate with him, including one Cabal- 
larius by name, and sent them as envoys. Now 
these envoys were ostensibly to treat of those matters 
which I have mentioned above, but secretly he 
instructed them to treat with the emperor of nothing 
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else than how he might himself receive a great sum 
of money and be enrolled among the patricians in 
return for handing over the whole of Italy and laying 
aside his official title. So the envoys, upon reaching 
Byzantium, proceeded to treat of these matters. It 
was at this time that the Goths killed Eraric by 
treachery. And after his death, Totila took over the 
rule in accordance with the agreement made with 
them. 

III 

Now when the Emperor Justinian learned of the 
fate which had befallen Eraric and that the Goths 
had established Totila as ruler over them, he began 
to rebuke and censure the commanders of the army 
in Italy and gave them no respite. The conse- 
quence of this was that John, the nephew of 
Vitalian, and Bessas and Vitalius and all the others, 
after establishing garrisons in each city, gathered at 
Ravenna, where Constantianus and Alexander, whom 
I have mentioned previously,1 were quartered. And 
when they were all gathered together, it was decided 
that the best procedure for them was to march first 
against Verona, which is in Venetia, and then, after 
capturing that city and the Goths there, to move 
against Totila and Ticinum. So this Roman army 
was assembled with a strength of twelve thousand 
men, and its commanders were eleven in number, 

1 Chap. i. 28, foll., above. 
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the first of whom were, as it happened, Constanti- 
anus and Alexander; and they marched straight 
toward the city of Verona. And when they had 
come to a place close to the city, about sixty stades 
away, they made camp in the plain there. For 
plains which are suitable for cavalry stretch out in 
every direction from this place and extend as far as 
the city of Mantua, which is one day’s journey distant 
from the city of Verona. 

Now there was a man of note among the Veneti, 
Marcian by name, who lived in a fortress not far 
distant from the city of Verona, and being as he was 
a staunch adherent of the emperor, he eagerly under- 
took to hand over the city to the Roman army. And 
since one of the guards had been known to him from 
childhood, he sent to him some of his intimates and 
persuaded the man by means of a bribe to receive 
the emperor’s army into the city. Then, when the 
guard of the gate had agreed, Marcian sent those 
who had arranged the matter with the guard to the 
commanders of the Roman army, in order both to 
report to them the arrangements made and to join 
them in forcing an entrance into the city by night. 
The commanders then decided that it was advisable 
for one of their number to go in advance with some 
few men; and if the guard should set the gates 
open for them, they were to hold them fast and 
receive the army in safety into the city. Now no 
one among them all was willing to undertake this 
perilous enterprise except Artabazes alone,an Arme- 
nian by birth but a man of exceptional ability in 
war, who not at all unwillingly offered himself for 

3 mpdtavtas Haury: mpdtovras K, tuympatoyras Li, Evpmpd- 
tayras Maltretus. 
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KOTES TOV Te ava TH moh TONE LL@V Kal Goov 
Bepewvns 70 ado oTpdtevwa dtéxyov eloTHKel, 
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1 ott: dxovolws Li: ofrot dkovaws K, 
2 mérpa K: &kpa L, 
8 éri K: oftw L. * éxdpouy K: éxdpnoay L. 
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the undertaking. This man commanded some 
Persians whom Belisarius had, as it happened, sent 
to Byzantium from Persian territory along with 
Bleschames a little before this, after his capture of 
the fortress Sisauranon.! So he on the present 
occasion selected one hundred men from the whole 
army and at a late hour of the night went up close 
to the fortifications. And when the guard, true to 
his agreement, opened the gate for them, some of 
them took their stand there and were urging the 
army to come, while the others mounted the wall 
and killed the men on guard there, assailing them 
as they did without warning. Then the whole 
Gothic force, upon perceiving their evil plight, 
rushed off in flight through another gate. 

Now there is a certain rock which rises to a great 
height facing the fortifications of Verona, from which 
it is possible to observe everything which is taking 
place in the city and to count the people in it, and, 
besides, to see for a very great distance over the 
plain. Thither the Goths retreated and remained 
quiet during the whole night. As for the Roman 
army, it advanced to a point within forty stades of 
the city, but proceeded no further, the generals 
being engaged in a dispute among themselves over 
the money in the city. And they still continued to ~ 
wrangle over this plunder until day had now clearly 
dawned; but the Goths, after observing accurately 
from the height both the number of the enemy 
scattered through the city and the distance at which 
the rest of the army had halted from Verona, made 
a rush toward the city, and passed through the very 

1 Cf. Book II. xix. 24. 
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gate through which, as it happened, they had 
previously departed ; for those who had entered the 
city were unable even to hold this gate. So the 
Romans, taking counsel together, hastily sought safety 
on the parapet along the circuit-wall ; and when the 
barbarians in great numbers assailed them at close 
quarters, they all, and Artabazes especially, made a 
display of remarkable deeds and warded off their 
assailants most vigorously. 

At that moment the commanders of the Roman 
army had at last reached an agreement with each 
other regarding the money in Verona, and decided 
to proceed against the city with all the rest of the 
army. But finding the gates closed to them and 
the enemy warding them off most vigorously, they 
quickly marched to the rear, although they saw the 
others fighting inside the fortifications and begging 
them not to abandon them, but to remain there until 
they should save themselves by fleeing to them. So 
Artabazes and his men, being overcome by the num- 
bers of the enemy and despairing of assistance from 
their own army, all leaped down outside the wall. 
Now all those who had the fortune to fall on smooth 
ground betook themselves unscathed to the Roman 
army, among whom was Artabazes also, but as many 
as fell on rough ground were all killed instantly. 
And when Artabazes had reached the Roman army, 
he proceeded with them, having heaped abuse and 
contumely upon them all; and after crossing the 
Eridanus,! they entered the city of Faventia,? which 

1 Modern Po. 2 Modern Faenza. 

4 G0do. L: &0pdu K, 
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IV 
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éEntraTnpévol opas avTous eopyray, Kal KaTa- 
ppovnma Tiow ovx év SdéovTt yvopevor © TIV 
vmdpxovoay avtois KaTadboar Svvapy t loxuaer, 
érrel Kal ANOS 1} ” TporaBodoa KakoTrpayla Tova de 
TOUS arSpas és evTUYiay TapaKanrel. TUX yap 
els aTroyvwct anya ay eX ida@r eOodca és 
evToApias bmepBornp ® TEpulgTaral. Kal TavUTA 
ny novia tavbv mY WEVOS év opiv elpnka, aXr’ 
Pee Brawwdvvedoas Tpos avTous évayyos éxpe- 

1 xépas’ WK: Xapa L. 

2 peremé}umeTo Kee Meremeuaro L. 
° enege K.-: erete mpods avtovs L. 
4 Suey KS quer L. 
C agovr@ pinde Li: agiot. gw) de K. 
6 ywduevov K: eyyivdpevov L, éyyevduevoy Vj. 
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is in the land of Aemilia, one hundred and twenty 
stades distant from Ravenna. 

IV 

Totita, upon learning what had taken place at 
Verona, summoned many of the Goths from that 
city, and upon their arrival moved with his whole 
army, amounting to five thousand men, against his 
opponents. Now when the commanders of the 
Roman army learned this, they began to deliberate 
over their situation. And Artabazes came forward 
and spoke as follows: “ Fellow-commanders, let no 
one of you think fit at the present time to despise 
the enemy because they are inferior to us in num- 
ber, nor, because he is fighting against men enslaved 
by Belisarius, let him advance against them in a 
reckless frame of mind. For many a man, deceived 
by a false estimate of a situation, has brought about 
his own downfall, while others who have been filled 
with unjustified contempt of their foes have seen 
their whole power ruined thereby; and even apart 
from this, the very fact of their previous ill fortune 
lures these men on to attain a fairer lot. For when 
fortune has reduced a man to despair and robbed 
him of his fair hopes, it changes his nature and leads 
him to feel an extraordinary degree of daring. And 
it is not because I am moved by mere suspicion that 
I have made these statements before you, but because 
of the thorough acquaintance I have recently made 
with the daring of these men while engaged in 

7? €A@odoca Vz: 0m. KL, 
§ SrepBornvy KL: apopuyy Vy. 
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mortal combat with them. And let no one think 
that I now marvel at their power because I was 
defeated along with a handful of men. For it is to 
those who shall come to blows with them that men’s 
valour becomes revealed, whether those men are 
superior in number or inferior. My opinion then is 
that it will be more to our advantage to watch for 
the crossing of the river by the barbarians, and, 
while the crossing is in progress, and about half their 
men are across, to engage with them then, rather 
than after they have already assembled, all in one 
body. And let no man consider such a victory 
inglorious. For the outcome of events alone is wont 
to decide whether a deed shall be named glorious or 
inglorious, and it is the victors whom men are accus- 
tomed to praise without investigating the manner of 
the victory.” So spoke Artabazes. But the com- 
manders, owing to the divergence of their opinions, 
did nothing that they should, but continued to 
remain where they were and lose their opportunity 
by delay. 

And now the army of the Goths had come very 
near, and when they were about to cross the river, 
Totila called them all together and exhorted them as 
follows: “My kinsmen, all other battles give promise, 
as a general thing, of a contest that will be more 
or less even and thereby incite the contending 
armies to the struggle, but we are entering this 
combat, not on an equality with our enemy as regards 
the advantages of fortune, but facing a very different 
situation. For they, even in case of a possible defeat, 
will be able after no long time to renew the fight 

2 zobr Dindorf, from an inferior MS. : totrev KL. 
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against us. For there is left behind for them a 
numerous army quartered in the strongholds through- 
out the whole of Italy, and, furthermore, it is not at 
all improbable that another army will at a very early 
date come to their assistance from Byzantium. But 
if we, on the other hand, suffer this same fate, there 
will be a final end of the name and hopes of the 
Goths. For from an army of two hundred thousand 
we have been reduced in the course of events to five 
thousand men. Having made such a preface, I think 
it not inappropriate to recall to your minds this fact 
also, that when you decided to take up arms with 
Ildibadus against the emperor, the number of your 
band amounted to no more than one thousand men, 
while your entire territory consisted of the city of 
Ticinum. But since you came off victors in the 
engagement, both our army and our territory have 
increased. So that if you are willing in this battle 
to display the same spirit of manly courage, I am 
hopeful that, as the war goes on, following its natural 
course, we shall accomplish the complete defeat of 
our opponents. For it always proves true that the 
victors increase both in numbers and in power. Let 
each one of you, therefore, be eager to join battle 
with the enemy with all your strength, understand- 
ing clearly that if we do not succeed in the present 
battle, it will be impossible to renew the struggle 
against our opponents. It is reasonable, further- 
more, for us to grapple with the enemy with high 
hopes, taking courage from the unjust acts com- 
mitted by them. For such has been their conduct 
towards their subjects that the Italians at the 

5 airots Hoeschel in marg. : adrovs MSS, 
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present time need no further punishment for the 
flagrant treason which they dared to commit against 
the Goths ; so true is it that every form of evil, to 
put all in a word, has fallen to their lot from the 
hands of those whom they cordially received. And 
what enemy could be more easy to overcome than 
men whose deeds, even those done in God’s name, 
are utterly wicked ?1 Nay more, the very fear we 
inspire in them should properly be a further cause 
for confidence on our part as we enter the struggle. 
For those against whom we proceed are no other 
men than those who recently first penetrated into 
the middle of Verona, then abandoned it for no good 
reason, and, although not a man pursued them, 
yet even so rushed off in a disgraceful flight.” 

After delivering this exhortation Totila com- 
manded three hundred of his troops to cross the 
river at a distance of about twenty stades from 
where he stood and get behind the enemy’s camp, 
and when the battle should come to close quarters, 
to fall upon their rear, harassing them with their 
missiles and assailing them with all their strength, 
in order that the Romans might be thrown into 
confusion and abandon all thought of resistance. He 
himself, meanwhile, with the rest of the army 
straightway crossed the river and advanced directly 
upon his opponents; and the Romans immediately 
came out to meet him. And when, as both armies 
advanced, they came nearer to each other, a Goth, 
Valaris by name, tall of stature and of most terrify- 
ing mien, an active man withal and a good fighter, 
rode his horse out before the rest of the army and 

1 Referring to their violation of their oaths. 
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1 trovto Li: teovro K. 2 &kpoy K; om. L, 
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took his stand in the open space between the 
armies, clad in a corselet and wearing a helmet on 
his head ; and he challenged all the Romans, if any- 
one was willing to do battle with him. Whereupon 
all remained quiet, being stricken with terror, save 
Artabazes alone, who advanced to fight the man. 
So they rode their horses toward each other, and 
when they came close, both thrust their spears, but 
Artabazes, anticipating his opponent, delivered the 
first blow and pierced the right side of Valaris. And 
the barbarian, mortally wounded, was about to fall 
backward to the earth, but his spear, resting on 
the ground behind him and being braced against a 
rock, did not permit him to fall. As for Artabazes, 
he continued to press forward still more vigorously, 
driving the spear into the man’s vitals ; for as yet he 
did not suppose that he had already suffered a 
mortal wound. Thus it came about that Valaris’ 
spear stood practically upright and its iron point 
encountered the corselet of Artabazes, and first, 
entering little by little, it went clear through the 
corselet, and then, slipping further, grazed the skin 
of Artabazes’ neck. And by some chance the iron, 
as it pushed forward, cut an artery which lies in 
that region, and there was immediately a great flow 
of blood. However, the man experienced no feel- 
ing of pain, and he rode back to the Roman army, 
while Valaris fell dead on the spot. But the flow 
of blood from Artabazes’ wound did not abate and 
on the third day afterwards he departed from 
among men; and this mishap shattered all the 
hopes of the Romans, since he was rendered: unfit 
for fighting in the engagement which followed, and 
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himself injured their cause in no small degree. For 
while he went out of range of missiles and was 
caring for his wound, the two armies engaged with 
each other. 

But when the engagement was hottest, the three 
hundred barbarians suddenly appeared advancing 
behind the Roman army; and when the Romans 
saw these men, supposing as they did that their 
assailants were a great multitude, they fell into a 
panic and straightway rushed off in flight, each man 
as best he could. And the barbarians kept up 
a slaughter of Romans as they fled in complete 
disorder, and many of them they captured and held 
under guard, and they captured all the standards 
besides, a thing which had never before happened 
to the Romans.! As for the commanders, each one 
of them as he could fled with only a few men, and 
finding safety in whatever cities they happened to 
reach they continued to guard them. 

V 

Nor long after this Totila sent an army against 
Justinus and Florentia,? putting in command of the 
force the most warlike of the Goths, Vledas, 
Roderic, and Uliaris. And when they came to 
Florentia, they established themselves in camp 
about the wall and entered upon a siege. There- 
upon Justinus, in great agitation because, as it 
happened, he had brought no provisions at all into 
the city, sent to Ravenna to the commanders of 

1 Incorrect of course ; the loss of the standards by Crassus 
in 53 B.c. and by Varus in 9 A.p. should have been known to 
Procopius. 2 Modern Florence. 
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the Roman army, begging them to come to his 
assistance with all speed. And the messenger 
slipped unobserved through the enemy’s lines by 
night, and upon reaching Ravenna reported the 
situation which confronted the garrison. As a re- 
sult of this intelligence a considerable Roman army 
immediately started on the way to Florentia, under 
command of Bessas, Cyprian and John the nephew 
of Vitalian. When the Goths learned of this army 
through their scouts, they broke up the siege and 
withdrew to a place called Mucellis,! one day’s 
journey distant from Florentia. And when the 
Roman army had joined forces with Justinus, the 
commanders left there a few of his men to guard 
the city, but took the rest along with them and 
proceeded against the enemy. 

And as they proceeded on their way it was decided 
that the most advantageous plan was for one of the 
commanders to choose out the most famous fighters 
in the whole army and with ;them go in advance 
of the others, and make a sudden and unexpected 
attack upon the enemy, while the rest of the army 
should proceed without quickening its pace and 
come upon the scene later. So they cast lots with 
this plan in view and awaited the decision of 
fortune in the matter. Now the lot fell out for 
John, but the commanders were no longer willing 
to carry out the agreement. Thus it was that John 
was compelled with his own troops alone to go in 
advance of the others and make an attack upon 
the enemy. But the barbarians, learning that their 
opponents were advancing upon them and being 
greatly terrified, decided to abandon the plain 

1 Modern Mugello (a valley). 
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where they had established their camp, and in 
confusion ran to the top of a high hill which rises 
near by. And when the force of John arrived there, 
they too ran up against the enemy and opened the 
attack. But since the barbarians defended them- 
selves vigorously, a violent struggle took place and 
many men on both sides, while making a remarkable 
display of heroism, were beginning to fall. Now 
though John had led a charge with loud shouting 
and tumult against the enemy opposite him, it so 
happened that one of his bodyguards was hit by 
a javelin thrown by one of the enemy and fell; 
as a result of this the Romans, now repulsed, began 
to retire to the rear. 

By this time the remainder of the Roman army 
also had reached the plain, where they formed a 
phalanx and stood waiting. And if they had stood 
fast to give support to John’s troops, which were 
now in full flight, they could have advanced all 
together upon the enemy, and not only would they 
have defeated them in the battle, but they would 
have been able also to capture practically the whole 
force. But by some chance it so fell out that an 
untrue report was circulated through the Roman 
army to the effect that John had perished at the 
hand of one of his own bodyguards during the 
action then in progress. And when the report 
came to the commanders, they were no_ longer 
willing to hold their position, but they one and 
all began to retire in a disgraceful sort of retreat. 
For neither did they keep their troops in order, 
nor did they move off in any kind of groups, but 
each man for himself, just as he could, rushed off 
in headlong flight. And many indeed perished in 
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this flight, and as for the rest, all such as were 

saved continued their flight for many days although 

they were not pursued at all. And some time after- 

wards they entered such strongholds as each one 

happened upon, and the report they carried to those 

they chanced to meet was only this, that John was 

dead. And consequently they were no longer in 

contact with each other, nor had they any purpose 

of uniting thereafter against the enemy, but each 

remained inside the circuit-wall of his own fort and 

began to prepare for a siege, fearing that the 

barbarians would come against him. Totila, mean- 

while, was shewing great kindness to his prisoners, 

and thereby succeeded in winning their allegiance, 

and henceforth the most of them voluntarily served 

under him against the Romans. And the winter 

drew to its close, and the seventh year ended in 

this war, the history of which Procopius has written. 

VI 

Arter this Totila took the fortresses of Caesena! 

and Petra. And a little later he entered Tuscany 

and made trial of the places there; but since no 

one was willing to yield to him, he crossed the 

Tiber, and, carefully refraining from entering the 

territory of Rome at all, he advanced immediately 

into Campania and Samnium and with no trouble 

won the strong city of Beneventum, the walls of 

which he razed to the ground, in order that any 

army coming from Byzantium might not be able, by 

using this strong base, to cause trouble for the 

Goths, After this he decided to besiege Naples, 

1 Modern Cesena. 
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because the inhabitants, in spite of his many winning 

words, were quite unwilling to receive him into the 

city. For Conon was keeping guard there with a 

force of a thousand Romans and Isaurians. And 

Totila himself with the greater part of the army 

made camp not far from the fortifications and 

remained quiet, but he sent off a part of the army 

and captured the fortress of Cumae and certain 

other strongholds, from which he succeeded in 

gathering in great sums of money. And finding 

the wives of the senators there, he not only refrained 

from offering them any insult, but actually shewed 

such kindness as to let them go free, and by this 

act he won a great name for wisdom and humanity 

among all Romans. 
And since no hostile force was operating against 

him, he was constantly sending small detachments 

of the army round about and accomplishing results 

of great importance. In this way he brought the 

Brutii and Lucani under his sway, and gained Apulia 

as well as Calabria. And he himself collected the 

public taxes and also received the revenues from the 

land instead of those who owned the estates, and 

in all other matters he conducted himself as having 

become master of Italy. In consequence of this the 

Roman soldiers naturally did not receive their cus- 

tomary payments at the times appointed, and the 

emperor owed them great sums of money. Because 

of this situation the Italians, on the one hand, having 

been evicted from their property and finding them- 

selves for the second time in very grave peril, were 

beginning to feel greatly dejected, while the soldiers, 

on the other hand, were shewing themselves increas- 

ingly insubordinate to their commanders, and were 
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glad to remain inside the cities. So Constantianus 
was holding Ravenna, John Rome, Bessas Spolitium,} 
Justinus Florentia, and Cyprian Perusia ;? and each 
one of the others was holding whatever town had 
originally provided him shelter and safety in his 
flight. 

Upon hearing of these things, the emperor, in sore 
distress, made all haste to appoint Maximinus pre- 
torian prefect? of Italy, commissioning him to exercise 
authority over the commanders for the purpose of 
carrying on the war, and to furnish the soldiers 
with provisions according to their needs. And he 
sent a fleet of ships with him, manning them with 
Thracian and Armenian soldiers. The leader of the 
Thracians was Herodian, and of the Armenians 
Phazas the Iberian, nephew of Peranius;* and a 
few Huns also sailed with them. So Maximinus 
sailed forth from Byzantium with the whole fleet 
and reached Epirus in Greece, where for no good 
reason he proceeded to settle down and waste 
precious time. For he was utterly inexperienced 
in warlike deeds, and was consequently both timid 
and exceedingly prone to delay. — 

Later on the emperor sent Demetrius also as 
general, a man who had previously served under 
Belisarius as commander of a detachment of infantry.® 
So Demetrius sailed to Sicily, and, upon learning 
that Conon and the inhabitants of Naples were ex- 
ceedingly hard pressed by the siege, being altogether 
out of provisions, he wished indeed to go to their 

1 Modern Spoleto. 2 Modern Perugia. 
3 Pracfectus practorio, though the praetorians in Italy were 

no longer an imperial bodyguard. 
4 See Book I. xii. 11, ete. 5 See Book V. v. 3. 
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assistance with all speed, but was unable to do so 
because the force which followed him was so small 
as to be of little consequence, and so devised the 
following plan. Gathering as many ships as possible 
from all Sicily and filling them with grain and other 
provisions, he set sail, making it appear to his 
opponents that some enormous army was aboard the 
ships. And he judged the mind of the enemy 
correctly ; for they thought that a great army was 
coming upon them, reaching this conclusion just 
because they had learned that a huge fleet was sail- 
ing from Sicily. And if Demetrius had been willing 
at the very first to steer straight for Naples, I believe 
that he would have both struck terror into the enemy 
and saved the city, without a man opposing him. 
But as it was, he felt that the danger involved was 
too great, and so did not put in to Naples at all, 
but sailing to the harbour of Rome began hastily to 
gather soldiers from there. But the soldiers at 
Rome, having been defeated by the barbarians and 
still regarding them with great awe, were by no 
means willing to follow Demetrius against Totila 
and the Goths. Thus it came about that he was 
compelled to go to Naples with only the troops who 
had come with him from Byzantium. 

Now there was another Demetrius, a Cephalenian 
by birth, who had previously been a sailor and was 
thoroughly skilled in all matters pertaining to the 
sea and its dangers, and having sailed with Belisarius 
to Libya and to Italy, he had become noted for this 
skill of his; and for this reason the emperor had 
appointed him governor of Naples. And when the 
barbarians began to besiege the town, he was so 
carried away by a spirit of utter wantonness that 
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he commenced to heap insults upon Totila, and 
continued often to do so, and the man was observed 

to have an exceedingly reckless tongue during this 

time of stress. 
As the situation became worse and the loss of 

life among the besieged was becoming serious, this 

man, acting on the advice of Conon, had the daring 

to embark secretly on a skiff and go alone to the 

general Demetrius. And having, to everybody’s 

surprise, made the voyage in safety and coming before 

Demetrius, he endeavoured with all his power to stir 

him to boldness, and urged him on to undertake the 

task before him. But Totila had heard the whole truth 

about this fleet and was holding many ships of the 

swiftest sort in readiness; and when the enemy put 

in at that part of the coast, not far from Naples, he 

came upon them unexpectedly, and filling them with 

consternation turned the whole force to flight. And 

although he killed many of them, he captured a 

very large number, and there escaped only as many 

as succeeded at the first in leaping into the small 

boats of the ships, among whom was Demetrius the 

general. For the barbarians captured all the ships 

with their cargoes, crews and all, among whom they 

found Demetrius, the governor of Naples. And 

cutting off his tongue and both his hands, they did 

not indeed kill him, but released him thus mutilated 

to go where he would. This then was the penalty 

which Demetrius paid to Totila for an unbridled 

tongue. 

VII 

Later on Maximinus also put in at Sicily with all 

his ships, and upon reaching Syracuse he remained 
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1 nev Li: wévro K, 2 CSpos K: pdfas L. 
3 éved{Sov MSS. : efAvev Christ. 
4 é@eAovolovs KraSeninnikov: ¢@edovclws MSS. 
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quiet, being terrified at the perils of war. Now when 
the commanders of the Roman army learned of his 
coming, they all sent to him with great eagerness, 
begging him to come to the rescue with all speed ; 
and Conon sent a particularly urgent message from 
Naples, where he was most vigorously besieged by 
the barbarians; for by this time all their provisions 
had been exhausted. But Maximinus, after delaying 
through the whole critical period in such a state of 
terror, was finally moved by his fear of the emperor's 
threats and gave way before the abuse of the other 
commanders; so, while he himself still remained 
just where he was, he sent the whole army to Naples 
with Herodian, Demetrius and Phazas, the winter 
season being already very close upon them. 

But when the Roman fleet had reached a point 
close to Naples, a violent wind came down upon 
them, raising an extraordinarily severe tempest. 
And the darkness covered! everything, while the 
surging waters prevented the sailors from pulling 
their oars or handling the ships in any other way. 
And because of the roar of foaming waves they were 
no longer able to hear one another, but complete 
confusion prevailed and they were at the mercy of 
the wind’s violence, which carried them, little as 
they wished it, to the very shore where the enemy 
were encamped. The barbarians, therefore, boarding 
the craft of their opponents at their leisure, began 
to kill the men and sink the ships without meeting 
any opposition. And they also captured along with 
many others the general Demetrius. But Herodian 
and Phazas with some few men succeeded in making 

1 The MSS. do not offer a readable text; the translation 
represents Christ’s conjecture. 
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their escape, because their ships did not come very 
close to the enemy’s camp. Such was the fate of 
the Roman fleet. 

And Totila fastened a cord about Demetrius’ neck 
and so dragged him up to the wall of Naples, where 
he ordered him to advise the besieged no longer to 
ruin themselves by trusting in hopes of no avail, but 
to hand the city over as quickly as possible to the 
Goths and thus rid themselves of bitter hardships ; 
for the emperor, he said, was unable thereafter to 
send them further aid, but in this fleet both their 
strength and their hope had utterly perished. So 
Demetrius spoke the words which Totila commanded. 
And the besieged, being now exceedingly hard 
pressed by famine and utter destitution, upon seeing 
the fate of Demetrius and hearing all his words, 
began to despair of every hope, and gave way to 
sorrowing and helplessness, and the city was filled 
with loud tumult and lamentation. 

Afterwards Totila himself called them up to the 
battlement, and addressed them as follows: “Men 
of Naples, it is not because we have any charge or 
reproach to bring against you, that we have under- 
taken this present siege, but in order that we may 
be able, by freeing you from most hated masters, to 
repay you for the service you have rendered us 
during this war—a service which has induced the 
enemy to treat you with the utmost severity. For 
it has come about that you alone among all the 
Italians have manifested the greatest loyalty to the 

3 BactAéa K: Baotde? Le 

4 rds re MSS. : Dindorf would delete te, rds ye or taity 
Krageninnikov. 

5 juiv exrivvivar K: Sway éxdotw twvivai kar’ ekovolay L. 
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Gothic nation and have fallen most unwillingly 
under the power of our opponents. So that, in the 
present circumstances, when we have been com- 
pelled to besiege you along with them, we naturally 
have a feeling of reluctance on account of your 
loyalty to us, although we are not carrying on. the 
siege in order to harm the Neapolitans. Do not, 
therefore, in vexation at the miseries arising from 
the siege, think that you ought to regard the Goths 
with anger. For those who are striving to benefit 
their friends merit from them no blame, even though 
they be compelled to use unpleasant means in 
accomplishing the service they afford them. And 
as for the enemy, let not the least fear of them 
enter your hearts, and be not led by past events to 
think that they will gain the victory over us. For 
the unreasonable events of life,! which are due to 
chance and contrary to expectation, are apt as time 
goes on to come to naught again. And such is the 
good-will which we feel toward you that we make 
the concession that both Conon and all his soldiers 
may go free from harm wherever they may wish, on 
the one condition that they yield the city to us and 
depart hence, taking with them all their own posses- 
sions; and nothing shall prevent our taking an oath 

to secure these promises and to guarantee the safety 

of the Neapolitans.” 
Thus spoke Totila; and both the Neapolitans and 

all the soldiers under command of Conon expressed 

approval; for the keen necessity of famine was 

pressing them hard. However, by way of guarding 

their allegiance to the emperor, and still expecting, 

as they did, that some assistance would come to 

1 He means the Roman successes. 
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them, they agreed to give up the’ city after thirty 

days. But Totila, wishing to dispel from their minds 

every hope of assistance from the emperor, appointed 

three months’ time, with the stipulation that after 

this time they should do as had been agreed. He 

declared, further, that until the time was accom- 

plished he would make no assault on the wall, nor 

employ any stratagem of any kind. The agreement 

was accordingly approved in this sense. But the 

besieged, without awaiting the appointed day (for 

they were utterly overcome by the lack of necessi- 

ties), a little later received Totila and the barbarians 

into the city. And the winter drew to its close, and 

the eighth year ended in this war, the history of 

which Procopius has written. 

Vill 

Now when Totila captured Naples, he made a 

display of kindness to his captives which was to be 

expected neither from an enemy nor from a barbarian. 

For finding sickness prevalent among the Romans 

owing to famine-—and indeed their bodily strength 

had already been reduced by it—he feared lest, if 

they suddenly sated themselves with food, they 

would in all probability choke to death, and so he 

devised the following plan. Stationing guards both 

at the harbour and at the gates, he gave orders that 

no one should go away from the city. Then he 

himself, with a sort of provident parsimony, pro- 

ceeded to issue food more sparingly than they desired 

it, adding each day only so much to the quantity 

2 evdecatépws K: evdeéorepoy L. 
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that the increase from day to day,seemed not to be 

noticed at all. And only after having thus built up 

their strength did he open the gates and allow each 

man to go wherever he wished. 

As for Conon and the soldiers under his command, 

as many as were by no means satisfied to remain 

there he embarked on ships and bade them sail 

wherever they chose. And thinking that the 

return to Byzantium would bring disgrace upon 

them, they were purposing to sail with alt speed for 

Rome. But since the wind stood against them and 

they were consequen tly quite unable to put out from 

the harbour, they were in great perplexity, fearing 

lest Totila, seeing he had been victorious, should 

decide to disregard his agreement in some measure, 

and they should suffer some great harm at his hand. 

When Totila perceived this, he called them all 

together and reassured them and gave still further 

confirmation of the pledges he had given, bidding 

them take courage immediately, mingle with the 

Gothic army with no fear, and buy from them their 

provisions and procure whatever else they lacked as 

from friends. But later, since the wind was still 

blowing against them and much time had been 

wasted, he provided them with both horses and 

ack animals, presented them with travelling-money, 

and bade them make the journey to Rome by land, 

sending with them some of the Gothic notables as - 

an escort. 

And he set about razing the wall of Naples to 

the ground, so that the Romans might not take 

5 pbuny K: pony adriva Ibe 

6 xabercv K: radeday L. 

7 evexelpnoey K: avexdpnoev Ge 
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possession of it again and, by using it as a strong 
base, make trouble for the Goths. For he preferred 
to reach an outright decision by a battle with them 
on a plain rather than to carry on a long contest by 
means of sundry devices of craft and cunning. But 
after tearing down a large part of it he left the 
rest. 

While Totila was thus engaged, a certain Roman 
came before him—a Calabrian by birth—and made 
the charge that one of Totila’s bodyguards had 
violated his daughter, who was a maiden, utterly 
against her will. Whereupon, seeing that the man 
did not deny the charge, Totila made haste to punish 
him for the offence and confined him in prison. But 
the most notable men among the barbarians began 
to feel alarm for him (for he was, as it happened, an 
active fellow and a good warrior), and so they 
straightway gathered together and went before 
Totila with the request that he dismiss the charge 
against the man. , 

But he, gently and with no excitement, after 
hearing their statement, spoke as follows: “Fellow- 
soldiers, the reason for my speaking as I now do is 
not that I am yielding to a harsh inhumanity, or 
taking especial delight in the misfortunes of my 
kinsmen, but it is that I feel the greatest possible 
apprehension lest some mischance befall the Goths. 
Now I, for my part, know this, that the great 
majority of mankind twist and turn the names of 
things until they reverse their meaning. For, on 
the one hand, they are accustomed to call kindness 
that which is really lawlessness, the outcome of 
which is that everything respectable is brought to 
utter confusion ; and, on the other hand, they call 
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1 7y—yévos L: ré—yéver KV). 
2 dor K: byra trvyxaver L. 
3 xa) radra yap L: ofrw kal radTa K, ef rp kal radra V). 
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any man perverse and exceedingly difficult Who 
wishes to preserve the lawful order with exactness— 
to the end, plainly, that by using these names as 
screens for their wanton deeds they may be able 
more fearlessly to do wrong and display their base- 

ness. But I urge you not to sacrifice your own 

security for the sinful act of a single man, nor to 

assume any share yourselves in this foul sin, seeing 

that you have done no wrong. For the act of com- 

mitting a sin and that of preventing the punishment 

of those who have committed sin are, in my judgment, 

on the same plane. I wish, accordingly, that you 

make your decision concerning the matter in hand 

taking this point of view—that two alternatives are 

now presented to your choice, either that this man 

should not pay the penalty for the wrong he has 

done or that the Gothic nation should be saved and 

achieve victory in the war. For I would have you 

consider this: we had, at the beginning of this war, 

a vast army unsurpassed both in renown and in 

actual experience of war ; our wealth, to put all in a 

word, was too great to be reckoned ; we possessed 

an extraordinary abundance of both horses and 

weapons; and, lastly, we held all the fortresses that 

there are in Italy. And truly these things are re- 

garded as not entirely useless equipment when men 

are entering into a war. But while we were arrayed 

under Theodatus, a man who made less of justice 

than of his desire to become wealthy, the lawlessness 

of our daily conduct caused God to be in no wise 

propitious to us, and to what our fortune has come 

as a result of this you are, of course, well aware, as 

you know what kind of men and how few of them 
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' eamlSa K: eAmidas LY,. 2 aitod K: aire LYV,. 
8 wapéoxeto K: mapelxero L. 
4 SreAlmovto K: bredetrovto L. 
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have defeated us. But now that God has inflicted 
upon us sufficient punishment for the sins we com- 
mitted, he is once more ordering our lives in accord- 
ance with our desire, and, to speak comprehensively, 
he is guiding our affairs in a better way than we 
could have hoped for, inasmuch as we have had the 
fortune to be victorious over our enemies beyond 
the measure of our actual strength. To preserve, 
therefore, the justification of our victory by acting 
righteously will be more to our interest than, by re- 
versing our course, to let it seem that we have become 
envious of our own selves. For it is not possible, 
no, not possible, for a man who commits injustice 
and does deeds of violence to win glory in battle, 
but the fortune of war is decreed according to the 
life of the individual man.’’ Thus then spoke Totila. 
And the notables of the Goths, approving his words, 
no longer begged for the bodyguard’s release, but 
consented that he be treated in whatever manner 
Totila might deem best. And he executed the man 
not long afterwards, and gave to the injured girl all 
the money that belonged to him. 

Ix 

Wuite Totila was thus engaged, meantime the 
-commanders of the Roman army, as well as the 
soldiers, were plundering the possessions of their 
subjects! and they did not shrink from any act of 
insolence and licentiousness whatsoever, but the 
commanders, for their part, were revelling with 
mistresses inside the fortresses, while the soldiers, 

1 The civil population of Italy. 

5 éowuévas K: éppwyévws L. 
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1 eripnoicovres Ki: emipnuiovres L. 
2 Yows K: om. L. 
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shewing themselves more and more insubordinate 

to their commanders, were falling into every form of 

lawlessness. As for the Italians, the result of the 

situation for them was that they all suffered most 

severely at the hands of both armies. For while, on 

the one hand, they were deprived of their lands by 

the enemy, the emperor's army, on the other hand, 

took all their household goods. And they were 

forced besides to suffer cruel torture and death for 

no good cause, being hard pressed as they were by 

the scarcity of food. For the soldiers, though utterly 

unable to defend them when maltreated by the 

enemy, not only refused to feel the least blush of 

shame at existing conditions, but actually made the 

people long for the barbarians by reason of the 

wrongs they committed. And Constantianus, being 

at a loss because of this situation, sent a letter to 

the Emperor Justinian, setting forth plainly that he 

was unable to hold out in the war against the Goths. 

And the other commanders, as if giving their vote 

in support of this view, indicated in this same letter 

their reluctance to carry on the struggle. Such then 

were the fortunes of the Italians. 

Meantime Totila sent a letter to the Roman senate 

written in the following terms. “Such men as wrong 

their neighbours, being either the victims of ignor- 

ance or blinded by some forgetfulness that has come 

upon them, may fairly be forgiven by the victims 

of their ill-treatment. For their ignorance or for- 

getfulness, which led to their wrongdoing, also 

excuses it for the most part. If, however, any man 

does wrong as a result of deliberate intent solely, 

such a man will have nothing left with which even 
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or mar epas Christ. 
2 &s ye buds abrobs K: & Yé buty adrots L, 
3 ottw—abrtors Haury: : odtw 5) mpoidyres, ErecOat ators K, 

are coves kal adrol yap L. 
4 etevayeiobe Maltretus: éava'yeto ba K, kevayetre L. 
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to defend his conduct. For it is not the deed alone, 
but also the intention, for which» this man himself 
must, in justice, bear the responsibility. Therefore, 
since this is so, consider forthwith what defence you 
will possibly be able to make for your actions toward 
the Goths. Has it really come to pass that you 
are ignorant of the good deeds of 'Theoderic and 
Amalasuntha, or have they been blotted from your 
minds with the lapse of time and forgetfulness? 
No, indeed; neither one of these is true. For it 
was not in some small matter, nor toward your 
ancestors in olden times that their kindness was 
displayed, but it was in matter of vital importance, 
dear Romans, towards your very selves, recently 
and in days that are close at hand. But was it 
because you had been informed by hearsay or learned 
by experience the righteousness of the Greeks toward 
their subjects that you decided to abandon to them 
as you did the cause of the Goths and Italians? At 
any rate, you, for your part, have, I think, entertained 
them royally, but you know full well what sort of 
guests and friends you have found them, if you have 
any recollection of the public accounts of Alexander.} 
For I need make no mention of the soldiers and the 
commanders by whose friendliness and magnanimity 
you have profited; and it is precisely this conduct 
of these men which has brought their fortunes to 
such a pass. Now let no one of you think that I am 
moved by youthful ambition to bring these reproaches 
against them nor that I am inclined to boastful 

1 See chap. i. 32. 

5 Suets—iapiora L: tuiv és abrods Upiora ofuae K. 
8 koumwdeotéepovs Haury : coumodest épous K, routodéarepoy L. 
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1 tow tTwd Comparetti: trict twa K, ras mowds L. 
2 €rnode Dindorf: éAotabe K, Eroro be L. 
3 row L: tw K. 4 idvras Li: idyrt (superscr, a) K. 
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speech merely because I am a ruler of barbarians. 
For the overmastery of those men, I say, has not 
been a work of our valour, but I confidently maintain 
that a sort of vengeance has overtaken them for the 
wrongs you have suffered at their hands. How 
then could it fail to appear a most atrocious act on 
your part, that you, while God is exacting vengeance 
from them in your behalf, should cling fondly to 
that atrocity of theirs and be unwilling to be rid of 
the ills arising therefrom? Give yourselves, there- 
fore, some ground for the defence you must make to 
the Goths, and give us, on the other hand, some 
ground for forgiveness toward you. And you will 
give this if, without proposing to await the con- 
clusion of the war, now that there is only scant 
hope left you, and that too of no avail, you choose 
the better course and set right the wrongs which 
you have committed against us.” 

Such then was the message which the writing set 
forth; and now Totila, placing it in the hands of 
some of the captives, commanded them to go to 
Rome and give it to the senators. And they did 
this. But John prevented those who saw this letter 
from making any reply to Totila. For this reason 
Totila made a second attempt, writing a large 
number of short letters, in which he gave expression 
to the most solemn oaths, swearing in explicit terms 
that never would the Goths do any harm to anyone 
of the Romans. Now as to what persons conveyed 
these writings to Rome, I cannot speak; for all of 
them were posted late at night in the conspicuous 
places in the city, and only when it came day were 
they discovered ; but the commanders of the Roman 
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1 katreothoavto MSS. : wetecthoavto Herwerden. 
2 dumémraxe K: éxmémtwney 
3 gy Mhdos K: és whdiay L. 
4 gmoorijoa Haury: éroorijvat MSS. 
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army entertained grave suspicions against the priests 

of the Arians, and consequently removed these all 

from the city immediately. 

Totila, upon hearing this, sent a certain portion of 

his army into Calabria, bidding them make trial of 

the fortress at Dryus.1 But since the troops keeping 

guard in this fortress absolutely refused to yield to 

him, he commanded the force which had been sent 

there to institute a siege, while he, with the greater 

part of the army, went to the vicinity of Rome. 

When the emperor heard this, he was greatly em- 

barrassed, and, in spite of the fact that the Persians 

were still pressing him very hard, was compelled to 

send Belisarius against Totila. And the winter drew 

to a close, and the ninth year ended in this war, the 

history of which Procopius has written. 

xX 

Tuus Belisarius, for the second time, went to Italy. 

But since he had an exceedingly small number of 

soldiers—for it was quite impossible for him to 

detach his own troops from the army in Persia—he 

proceeded to travel about the whole of Thrace, and, 

by offering money, to gather fresh volunteers. And 

by the emperor's command he was accompanied by 

Vitalius, the General of Illyricum, who had recently 

returned from Italy, where he had left the Illyrian 

soldiers. So together they collected about four 

thousand men and went to Salones? with the in- 

1 Hydruntum ; modern Otranto. 

2 Or Salona, near modern Spalato. 
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tention of going to Ravenna first of all and conduct- 
ing the war from there in whatever manner might 
be possible. For they could in no wise effect a 
landing near Rome, either by keeping their move- 
ments secret from the enemy (since, as they had 
heard, the Goths were encamped both in Calabria 
and in Campania), nor by overpowering the enemy 
in any manner whatsoever; for they were going 
against them without sufficient strength to meet 
them on even terms. 

In the meantime the Romans besieged in Dryus, 
seeing that their provisions had been absolutely 
exhausted, made an agreement with the besieging 
barbarians, stipulating that they would hand over 
the place by surrender, and a definite day was mean- 
while agreed upon by both. But Belisarius loaded 
ships with provisions for a year’s time and com- 
manded Valentinus to sail with them to Dryus, and 

to remove the former garrison from the fortress as 

quickly as possible—for he learned that they had 

been much weakened by disease and famine—and to 

establish as a garrison in place of them some of the 

men sailing with him; for by this arrangement it 

would be comparatively easy for them, being fresh 

and not in want of any necessaries, to guard the 

fortress in security. So Valentinus, chancing to find 

a favourable wind, sailed with this fleet to Dryus, 

and arrived four days before the time appointed for 

the surrender; and finding the harbour unguarded, 

he took possession of it, and succeeded without 

trouble in entering the fortress. For the Goths, 

being confident in the agreement they had made, and 

supposing that they would encounter no obstacle in 

4 §t Hoeschel: 7¢ MSS. 
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the interval, were now giving little heed to their 
operations against Dryus and were remaining quiet. 
Then, however, upon seeing the fleet suddenly 
bearing down upon them, they took fright and 
abandoned the siege, and going to a great distance 
from the place, they made camp and reported to 
Totila all that had befallen them. So close was the 
peril from which the fortress of Dryus escaped. But 
some of Valentinus’ men, wishing to plunder the 
adjoining country, began to make excursions ; and 
by some chance they encountered the enemy near 
the shore of the sea, and engaged with them. And 
being badly defeated in the battle, the most of them 
fled into the sea-water; in this way they lost one 
hundred and seventy men, and the rest withdrew to 
the fortress. 

Valentinus, upon finding the previous garrison half 
dead, removed them from the fortress, and substi- 
tuted other fresh men, just as Belisarius had in- 
structed him to do, and leaving them supplies for a 
year’s time, returned with the rest of the army to 
Salones. 

Then Belisarius, setting sail from there with the 
whole fleet, put in at Pola, where he remained for a 
short time, putting the army in order. But Totila, 
hearing that Belisarius had reached Pola, and wishing 
to discover the strength of the army which he was 
bringing, took the following measures. There was 
a certain Bonus, nephew of John, commanding the 
garrison in Genoa. He accordingly made use of 
this man’s name and wrote a letter to Belisarius 
purporting to be from this Bonus, and urging him 

5 rovrov d¢ Haury: todrov 5) K, rotrw 5é L. 
6 +@ dvéuatt Hoeschel: om. MSS. 
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to come with all possible speed to their assistance, 
as they were in some extreme peril. Then he chose 
out five men of an especially inquisitive nature, put 
the letter into their hands, and instructed them to 
observe accurately the force of Belisarius, while 
palming themselves off as having been sent from 
Bonus. So when the men came before Belisarius, 
he received them with great friendliness, as was his 
custom. And after reading the letter, he bade them 
report back to Bonus that he would come with the 
whole army after no long time. Then, after they 
had looked over everything exactly as Totila had 
directed them to do, they returned to the Gothic 
camp and declared that the force of Belisarius was 
by no means considerable. 

Meanwhile Totila captured the city of Tibur, 
which contained a guard of Isaurians, through an 
act of treason; this happened in the following 
manner. Some of the inhabitants of the place were 
guarding the gates together with the Isaurians. 
These men, having quarrelled with the Isaurians who 
kept guard with them, although the Isaurians had 
given no cause for offence, now invited the enemy, 
who were encamped close by, to come in by night. 
But the Isaurians, on their part, adopted a common 
plan while the city was being captured, and practi- 
cally all of them succeeded in making their escape. 
Among the inhabitants, however, not a man was 
spared by the Goths, but they were all killed, 
together with the priest of the city, in a manner 
which I shall by no means mention, although I know 
it well, in order that I may not leave records of 
inhuman cruelty to future times. Among these 
victims Catellus also perished, a man of note among 
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the Italians. So the barbarians took possession of 
Tibur, and the Romans, in consequence, were no 
longer able to bring in their provisions from Tuscany 
by way of the Tiber. For the city, situated as it is 
fronting the river! about a hundred and twenty 
stades above Rome, became thereafter an outpost 
against those wishing to sail into Rome by that route. 

XI 

Sucu was the fate which befell Tibur. As for 
Belisarius, he arrived at Ravenna with the whole 
fleet; there he gathered those of the Goths who 
were in the city and the Roman soldiers, and spoke 
as follows: “This is not the first occasion on which 
it has come to pass that the achievements of virtue 
have been brought to naught by wickedness. For 
from of old this is wholly natural in human affairs, 
and many a time the depravity of persons of the 
basest sort has been quite sufficient to frustrate 
and destroy the deeds of good men. And now, too, 
this very thing has ruined the cause of the emperor. 
And he, for his part, is so deeply concerned to 
correct the mistakes which have been made that he 
has considered the task of defeating the Persians 
as of less moment than this situation, and so has 
decided at the present time to dispatch me to 
you, in order that I may be able to set right and 
remedy whatever has been wrongly done by the 
commanders in their treatment of his soldiers or of 
the Goths. Now it is not human that no mistakes 
at all should be committed by anyone, nor is it 

1 Hodgkin points out that Procopius here confused the 
Anio with the Tiber. 
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possible in the natural progress of events; but the 
task of setting right the mistakes which have been 
made is one eminently befitting an emperor, and 
also one which can well afford consolation to his 
beloved subjects. For not only will you find rid- 
dance from your distress, but you will also 
straightway be privileged to understand and enjoy 
the emperor’s good-will toward you. And ofall things 
in the world what could be a greater boon for a man 
than this? Seeing then that I am here with you for 
this very purpose, it is incumbent upon each one of 
you, in your turn, to exert himself to the utmost that 
you may profit by the service thus offered. If any one 
of you, then, chances to have relatives or friends with 
the usurper Totila, let him summon these as quickly 
as possible, explaining the emperor’s purpose; for 
by such a course you could achieve both the 
blessings which flow from peace and those which 
fall from the hand of the mighty emperor. For I, 
for my part, have neither come here with a lust for 
war against anyone, nor should I ever, willingly at 
least, be an enemy of the subjects of the emperor. 
If, however, they consider it even now too trivial a 
thing to choose the course which is better for them- 
selves, and if they take their stand against us, it 
will be necessary for us likewise, even though it be 
sorely against our will, to treat them as enemies.” 

So spoke Belisarius. But not one of the enemy 
came over to him, either Goth or Roman. Next he 
sent his bodyguard Thurimuth and some of his own 
troops with Vitalius and the Illyrian soldiers into 
Aemilia, commanding them to make trial of the 
towns there. So Vitalius with this force took up a 
position near the city of Bononia,! and, after taking 
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some of the neighbouring fortresses by surrender, 
remained inactive in Bononia. But not long after 
this the whole body of the Illyrians who were serving 
under him, suddenly and without having either ex- 
perienced any hard treatment or heard any rebuke, 
withdrew secretly from the town by night and betook 
themselves homeward. And sending envoys to the 
emperor, they begged him to grant them pardon, 
seeing that they had come to their homes in this 
manner for no other reason than that, after their 
long service in Italy without receiving the regular 
pay at all, the state now owed them a large sum of 
money. But it so happened that a Hunnic army 
had fallen upon the Illyrians and enslaved the 
women and children, and it was because of this 
intelligence, and also because they had a scarcity 
of provisions in Italy, that they withdrew. And 
though the emperor was at first angry with them, he 
afterwards forgave them. 

Now Totila, upon learning of the withdrawal of 
the Illyrians, sent an army against Bononia in order 
to capture Vitalius and the troops with him by a 
swift attack. But Vitalius and Thurimuth laid 
ambuscades in several places and thus destroyed 
many of the attacking force and turned the rest to 
flight. There Nazares, a man of note and an Illyrian 
by birth, commander of the troops in Illyricum, 
surpassed all others by the remarkable exhibition he 
made of warlike deeds against the enemy. There- 
upon Thurimuth came to Belisarius in Ravenna. 

Then at length Belisarius sent three of his own 

4 rots "IAAuptots Haury: tods iAAvpiovs MSS. 
5 évexépnoay Hoeschel: om. MSS., jecay Maltretus. 
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bodyguards, Thurimuth, Ricilas and Sabinianus, with 
a thousand soldiers to the city of Auximus, in order 
to support Magnus and the Romans besieged there. 
This force, slipping past Totila and the enemy’s 
camp by night, got inside of Auximus, and then 
began planning to make sallies against their op- 
ponents. So on the following day about noon, upon 
learning that some of the enemy were near at hand, 
they sallied forth with the purpose of confronting 
them; but, before proceeding, they decided to send 
scouts against them to spy out the enemy’s strength 
so as not to make an attack on them without 
reconnoitring. 

But Ricilas, the guardsman of Belisarius, who 
chanced to be drunk at the time, would not allow 
any others to go scouting, but he himself rode out 
alone on horseback and went on at full speed. And 
happening upon three Goths on a steep slope, he at 
first took his stand with the intention of opposing 
them ; for he was a man of extraordinary bravery ; 
but upon seeing many men rushing toward him from 
all sides, he made haste to flee. But his horse 
stumbled in a rough place, whereupon a great shout 
arose from the enemy and they all hurled their 
javelins at him. Then the Romans, hearing this 
uproar, came to the rescue on the run. And Ricilas 
was killed, being buried under a great number 
of spears, but the troops of Thurimuth routed 
their opponents, and lifting up the body carried it 
inside the city of Auximus; thus did Ricilas meet 
his death in a manner unworthy of his valour. 

Thereupon Sabinianus and Thurimuth in con- 

3 éyrad0a K: rots évradda L. 
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ference with Magnus found it inadvisable for them 

to spend any more time there, reasoning that while 

clearly, owing to his numbers, they would never be 

a match for the enemy in battle, they would, on 

the other hand, by using up the supplies of the 

besieged, doom the city to still earlier capture by 

their opponents. And when this had been decided 

upon, they themselves and their thousand men 

began to prepare for their departure, intending to 

make the’beginning of their journey at night; but 

one of the soldiers forthwith deserted secretly to 

the enemy’s camp and made known the plans of the 

Romans.  Totila accordingly picked out two thou- 

sand men distinguished for their valour and, as night 

came on, set guards upon the roads at a distance of 

thirty stades from Auximus, keeping his movements 

entirely secret. So when these guards at about 

midnight saw the enemy passing by, they drew 

their swords and began their attack. And they 

killed two hundred of them, but Sabinianus and 

Thurimuth, together with the rest, thanks to the 

darkness, succeeded in escaping and fleeing into 

Ariminum. However, the Goths captured all the 

pack animals which were carrying the servants, the 

weapons, and the clothing of the soldiers. 

There are two fortresses on the coast of the Ionian 

Gulf, Pisaurus! and Fanus,? situated between the 

cities of Auximus and Ariminum. They had been 

-dismantled at the beginning of this war by Vittigis, 

who had burned the houses in them and torn down 

their walls to about half their height, in order that 

the Romans might not, by seizing them, make 

1 Modern Pesaro. 

2 Fanum Fortunae: Modern Fano. 
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1 rovs Haury: tots MSS, 
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trouble for the Goths. One of these fortresses, 

Pisaurus, Belisarius decided to seize ; for it seemed 
to him that the place was by its situation suitable 
for the pasturage of horses. So he sent by night 

some of his associates and secretly obtained the 

accurate measurements, as to breadth and height, 

of each one of the gate-ways. He next had gates 

made and bound with iron and then loaded them 

on boats and sent them off, commanding the men of 

Sabinianus and Thurimuth to fit these gates quickly 

to the walls and then to remain inside the circuit- 

wall, and, after thus insuring their safety, to build 

up in whatever manner possible such parts of the 

circuit-wall as had fallen down, putting in stones 

and mud and any other material whatsoever. So 

they carried out these instructions. But Totila, 

upon hearing what was going on, marched against 

them with a great army. And he made an attempt 

on the town and tarried near it for some time, but 

since he was unable to capture it, he returned baffled 

to his camp at Auximus. 
The Romans, however, were no longer making 

sallies against the enemy, but at each fortress they 

were remaining inside the walls. Furthermore, 

even when Belisarius sent two of his guardsmen to 

Rome, Artasires, a Persian, and Barbation of Thrace, 

in order to assist Bessas in guarding the city, he 

instructed them by no means to make sallies against 

the enemy. As for Totila and the Gothic army, 

seeing that the force of Belisarius was not sufficient 

to array itself against them, they decided to harass 

the strongest of the towns. They accordingly made 

camp in Picenum before Firmum * and Asculum,? 

1 Modern Fermo. 2 Modern Ascoli. 
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and commenced a siege. And the winter drew toa 
close, and the tenth year ended in this war, the 5454.0. 
history of which Procopius has written. 

XII 

Now Belisarius, finding himself utterly unable to 
give support to the besieged towns, sent John the 
nephew of Vitalian to Byzantium, first binding him 
by the most solemn oaths that he would make every 
effort to return as quickly as possible; and his_ 
mission was to beg the emperor to send them a 
large army and a generous supply of money, and, 
furthermore, both arms and horses. For even the 
few soldiers he had were unwilling to fight, asserting 
that the state owed them much money and that they 
themselves were in want of everything. And this 
was true. Belisarius also wrote a letter to the 
emperor recording these matters; and the letter! 
set forth the following. 
“We have arrived in Italy, most mighty emperor, 

without men, horses, arms, or money, and no man, I 
think, without a plentiful supply of these things, 
would ever be able to carry on a war. For though 
we did travel about most diligently through Thrace 
and Illyricum, the soldiers we gathered are an 
exceedingly small and pitiful band, men without 
a single weapon in their hands and altogether un- 
practised in fighting. And we see, on the other 

1 “The soul of an hero is deeply impressed on the letter, 
nor can we confound such genuine and original acts with 
the elaborate and often empty speeches of the Byzantine 
historian.”—Gibbon, c. 43. 
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hand, that the men who were left in Italy are both 
insufficient in number and in abject terror of the 
enemy, their spirit having been utterly humbled by 
the many defeats they have suffered at their hands,— 
men who did not simply escape at random from their 
opponents, but even abandoned their horses and 
flung their weapons to the ground. And as for the 
revenue, it is impossible for us to derive any money 
from Italy, since it has again been taken by the 
enemy into their possession. Consequently, since 
we have fallen behind in regard to the payment 
of the soldiers, we find ourselves quite unable to 
impose our orders upon them; for the debt has 
taken away our right to command. And this also 
thou must know well, my master, that the majority 
of those serving in thy armies have deserted to the 
enemy. If, therefore, it was only necessary that 
Belisarius be sent to Italy, then thou hast made the 
best preparation possible for the war; for I am 
already in the very midst of Italy. If, however, it 
is thy will to overcome thy foes in the war, provision 
must also be made for the other necessary things. 
For no man could, I think, be a general without 
men to support him. It is therefore needful that, 
above all others, my spearmen and guards should 
be sent'me, and, next to them, a very large force 
of Huns and other barbarians is needed, to whom 
money must also be given immediately.” 

Such was the letter written by Belisarius. But as 
for John, though he spent a long time in Byzantium, 
he accomplished none of the objects of his mission ; 
but he married the daughter of Germanus, the 
nephew of the emperor. In the meantime Totila 
captured Firmum and Asculum by surrender ; and 
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advancing into Tuscany, he began the siege of 
Spolitium+ and Asise.2 Now the garrison in Spo- 
litium was commanded by Herodian and that in 
Asise by Sisifridus, who, though a Goth by birth, 
was exceedingly loyal to the Romans and the 
emperor’s cause. Herodian, for his part, came to 
terms with the enemy, the agreement being that 
they should remain quiet for thirty days; and if 
no assistance should come to the Romans within 
this time, he was to surrender both himself and the 
city together with the soldiers and the inhabitants 
to the Goths. And he furnished his son asa hostage 
for the keeping of this agreement. So when the 
appointed day came, and no Roman army had 
arrived from any quarter, Herodian and the whole 
garrison of Spolitium, in accordance with the agree- 
ment, put themselves and the city into the hands 
of Totila and the Goths. But they say that the 
hostility existing between Herodian and Belisarius 
was the real cause of his surrendering himself and 
Spolitium to the Goths ; for Belisarius had threatened 
to call him to account for his previous record. 

Such was the course of events as regards Spolitium. 
Sisifridus, on the other hand, in making a sally with 
his troops, lost the most of his men and perished 
himself. Thereupon the inhabitants of Asise, de- 
spairing of the situation, immediately handed the 
city over to the enemy. Totila also sent straight- 
way to Cyprian, demanding that he surrender 
Perusia to him, attempting to terrify him in case he 
should disobey, but promising, on the other hand, 
to reward him with a large sum of money if he 

1 Modern Spoleto. 
2 Modern Assisi. 
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should carry out this order. But’ since he met with 
no success in dealing with Cyprian, he bribed one 
of his bodyguard, Ulifus by name, to kill him by 
treachery. Ulifus accordingly, meeting Cyprian by 
chance alone, killed him and got away in flight to 
Totila. But nevertheless the soldiers of Cyprian 
continued to guard the city for the emperor, and the 
Goths, consequently, decided to retire from Perusia. 

XIII 

Arter this Totila moved against Rome, and upon 
coming near the city, he began a siege. He did no 
harm, however, to the farmers in this or any other 
part of Italy, but commanded them to continue till- 
ing the soil without fear, just as they were accustomed 
to do, bringing to him the revenue which they had 
formerly brought to the public treasury and to the 
owners of the land. And when some Goths had 
come close up to the fortifications of Rome, Artasires 
and Barbation made a sally against them, though 
Bessas did not in the least approve their action, 
leading out a large number of their men to the attack. 
And they straightway killed many and turned the 
rest to flight. But in following up these men and 
allowing themselves to be drawn into a pursuit over 
a great distance, they fell into an ambush set by 
the enemy. Here they lost the most of their men, 
and they themselves, accompanied by a handful of 
men, succeeded only with difficulty in making their 
escape. And thereafter they no longer dared go 
out against their opponents, even though they were 
pressing their attack. 
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THIS X@pas, OX papa laxupov Exovea. T pos dé 

TO TOTAL "Hpvdave KELTAL Kal povn TOV THOE 
Xoplov ‘Popaiov KaTHKOOS ovaa éTL €XéAELTITO. 

mel O€ 0 oT patos ovtos I\axevtias ayyov 
éyevovTo,® oyous mT povpepov Tois évtav0a ppou- 
pots, Omrws THY TOAD omodoyia Toutira Te Kal 

DPordous évdoiev. ws dé ovdev adhiat TpoUXwpel, 
avTov évat patoTredeva dpevol és TohopKiay Kabt- 
otavto, Tov émiTndeiwy évdeiv Tos év TH TOdEL 
aicPopevor. 

Tore tots év ‘Poun tod Baciréws oTpaTov 
apxyovow vrowia mpodoatas TEL éryévero és 
KéO@nyov, matpixioy dvdpa Kal TP@TOV THS 
‘Papatov Bovrjs. 610 6) és Kevtoveédras 
aTLOV @XETO. 

Bersoaptos 5é Tept TE TH ‘Popun Kal Tots dXOLS 

1 amoxexAcicpevwv poptiov L: amoxexdecpévav K, amoxe- 
KAeiomevous Comparetti. 
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From this time on a severe famine afflicted the 
Romans, for they were no longer able to bring in 
any necessaries from the country and the traffic by 
sea was cut off. For after the Goths captured 
Naples, they had stationed a navy of many light 
craft both there and at the so-called Aeolian Islands 
and at such other islands as lie off this coast, and 
with these they were keeping a close watch over 
the sea-route. Consequently such ships as put out 
from Sicily and started to sail to the harbour of 
Rome fell one and all into the hands of these patrols 
together with their crews. 

Totila now sent an army into Aemilia, with orders 
to take the city of Placentia! either by storm or by 
surrender. This is the chief city in the land of 
Aemilia and has strong defences, being situated on 
the river Eridanus, and it was the only city still left in 
that region subject to the Romans. So when this 
army came near Placentia, they offered terms to the 
garrison there to the end that they might hand over 
the city by surrender to Totila and the Goths. But 
since they met with no success, they made camp on 
the spot and began a siege, perceiving that the 
people in the city were in need of provisions. 

At that time there arose a suspicion of treason 
among the commanders of the emperor’s army in 
Rome against Cethegus, a patrician and leader of the 
Roman senate. For this reason he departed hastily 
for Centumcellae.? 

But Belisarius became alarmed both for Rome and 

1 Modern Piacenza. 
2 Modern Civita- Vecchia. 

/ 2 éyvévovto K: éyévero L. 
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mpaypace Seloas, émet éx “PaBévuns apuvewv 

GArws Te Kal otpaT® ddMyo addivata’ jy, 

Gravictacbal te evOévde Kal Ta él “Pouns 

xopla KataraBeiv éyvw, otras 54) ayxod yevo- 

pevos TOlS TAUTH KapLVoVoLW émiBonbeiv olds Te 

eln. kat oi To Kat’ apxas és “PaBevvav adbe- 

kopévp petéucrev, & 6 Bitario dvarresobels 

eSpace mpoTepov ovK emi TH TOV Bactréws 

mpayudtov Evuddp, émel évtad0a KkabeipEas 

avtov @deSaxet Tols Trodepuiows Kat’ éEovoiay Ti 

Tod Todéuov SioretcOar pony. Kai wor edokev 

} Beduodpiov éc0ar Ta xelpw, érel xphv ToTE 

‘Popatous yevécOar xaxas, 7) BeBovredoGar pev 

avtov Ta Bertiw, éumdd.ov 662 rov Geov? 

yeyovévat, Toutita te kal Tordous émexoupeiv 

év vo éxovta,4 Kai am’ avTod Tv Bovdevpatav 

7a Bérticta és av tovvavtiov Bedioapio 

dmoxexpioOat. ols wév yap érumvel €& ovpias TO 

mvedpa THs TUXNS Kal TA yelpiata Bovdevopévors 

ovdey aravtidces Sevvov,? avtTiTEepiayovTos auTa 

tod Saipoviov és av Evphopov avdpi 6é, oipat, 

KaKxoTuxXouvTs evBovrALa ovdaph TaperTtl, Tapal- 
poupévov avTov émLaoTHuUNV TE Kal arnOy do€av 
Tob xpivar Tabelv. iv bé Te Kal Bovrevontat 
ToTe TOV SEdVTMV, GAA TYEOVTA TO Bovrevoarte 

am évavtias evOds ) TUXN avTLaTpéheEL AVTO THY 
evBovrlav érl Ta Tovnpotata Tov aToBdcewr. 

1 @Sdvata K: addvaros L. 
2 3¢ K: d€ kal &s L, 5& 08’ ds Vj. 
3 rbv Oebv Hoeschel: 7@ 6e@ MSS. 
4 Zyovra Maltretus: @xov7: MSS. 
5 Sewdy K: d0cKxodov LY. 
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for the whole Roman cause, since it was impossible 
to lend assistance from Ravenna in any case, and 
especially with a small army ; and so he decided to 
remove from there and take possession of the district 
about Rome, in order that by being near at hand 
he might be able to go to the rescue of those in 
difficulty there. Indeed he repented having ever 
come to Ravenna at all, a course which he had 
taken earlier through the persuasion of Vitalius and 
not to the advantage of the emperor’s cause, since 
by shutting himself up in that place he had given 
the enemy a free hand to determine the course of 
the war as they wished. And to me it seemed 
either that Belisarius had chosen the worse course 
because it was fated at that time that the Romans 
should fare ill, or that he had indeed determined 
upon the better course, but God, having in mind 
to assist Totila and the Goths, had stood as an 
obstacle in his way, so that the best of the plans of 
Belisarius had turned out utterly contrary to his 
expectations. For those upon whom the wind of 
fortune blows from a fair quarter, even though they 
make the worst plans, will meet with no calamity, 
since Heaven reverses these plans and brings them 
to an entirely favourable issue ; but a man, I believe, 
who is under the ban of fortune utterly lacks the 
ability to plan wisely, being bereft of understanding 
and insight into the truth by the fact that he is 
fated to suffer ill. And even if he ever does make 
some plan adapted to the needs of the situation, 
still fortune straightway breathes contrariwise upon 
him after he has made such a plan, and perverts 
his wise purpose so as to bring about the most dire 
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Grra radta pev elite TavTy elite éxelvy exer ovK 

ey elTeiv. 
Beduodpios Sé “lovaortivov érl TH ‘PaBevuns 

pvrakn KATATTNG ApEeVvOs Evy odious TUoly auros 

évOévde Sid te Aadpatias Kal TOV TaUTy xeopiov 

Komitetar és "Eridapvov, iva 80 oTpaTevpa ek 

Bufavtiov KapasoKay NOVI éweve. yparras TE 

Bacthet ypaupara, TUXAaS Tas mapovcas éony- 

yednev. 0 6€ of ov TOAA@ dorepov Toavyny TE 

Tov Butadiavod} dvetrov Kal loadKny ”A ppeviov 

*Apatiouv Te Kab Napood adedpov Ebv oT pate 

ereprpe BapBapov te Kal “Pwpator OT PATLOTAD. 

of 8) és “EriSapvov adixdpevor Bedioapio 

EvvéwsEav. 
Kat Napony dé Tov evvovyov Tapa TOV 

"Epoviov TOUS dpxovras Emre pnyvev, ep’ @ 
avT@v ToUsS TONNOUS metoer és “ItadXiav oTpa- 
teveo Gar. Kal avT@ TOV "EpodAwv ToNXol 
elTovT, @v ardoe re kat Dirnuwovd Apxov Kal 
Ely ait@ és Ta én Opdens Xopla mrOov. 
evravia yap Saxena avres éuedrov apa pe 

dpxopméevep Tapa Bedcoapeov otérreo Oar. Evviv 
dé avTois Kal loavrns, ov emikhnow éxddovv 
Dayav. Kal adtois év tavtn TH Topelg EvveBn 
TLS TUX © peyara “Pwpuaiovs ayaba éx Tod 
am poo 0KnTOU épydcacbau. BapBapov yap 
LKraBnvov TOAUS _Optros éruyxov evaryXos oua- 
Bavres fev ToT a mov “Iotpop, Anicapevor Sé Ta 
éxelvn Yopia Kat ‘Popatov eEavdparodicartes 
wdprodv mwAHO0s. obs 2 “Epovdor €x Tov 

1 Biradtavod Maltretus: BiradAfov MSS. 
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results. However, whether this ts so or otherwise, 
I am unable to say. 

Belisarius then appointed Justinus to command 
the garrison of Ravenna, and himself, with only a 
few men, journeyed thence through Dalmatia and 
the neighbouring lands to Epidamnus,! where he 
remained quiet expecting an army from Byzantium. 
And writing a letter to the emperor, he reported 
the present situation. The emperor, therefore, not 
long afterward, sent him John the nephew of Vita- 
lian and Isaac the Armenian, brother of Aratius and 
Narses, together with an army of barbarian and 
Roman soldiers. These troops reached Epidamnus 
and joined Belisarius there. 

The emperor also sent Narses the eunuch to the 
rulers of the Eruli, in order to persuade the most of 
them to march to Italy. And many of the Eruli 
followed him, commanded by Philemuth and certain 
others, and they came with him into the land of 
Thrace. For the intention was that, after passing 
the winter there, they should be despatched to Beli- 
sarius at the opening of spring. And they were 
accompanied also by John whom they called the 
Glutton.2 And it so fell out that during this journey 
they unexpectedly rendered a great service to the 
Romans. For a great throng of the barbarians, 
Sclaveni, had, as it happened, recently crossed the 
river Ister, plundered the adjoining country and 
enslaved a very great number of Romans, Now the 
Eruli suddenly came upon these barbarians and 

1 Dyrrachium : modern Durazzo. 
2 Cf, Book II. xix. 15, ete. 

2 ris tixn K: tbxn Tw L. 
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aipvidiou és xeipas éXOovTes, KnoavTés TE Tapa 
dogav péeTpo! apas? TONG dmepaipovras, 
avTous Te KTElVOVaL Kal TOUS aixpar@rous és 
Ta oixela Evurravtas adpjKav iévar. Tote dé o 
Napofs Kai tia evpov émiBatevovta tod 
XirABovdiov dvdopuatos, avdpds émipavods Kal 
‘Pwpaiwv torte OTPATNY NT AVTOS, dueAéyEar THV 
émiBouhny pacdiws éxye. Todto dé 6 TL ToTE HV 
abtixa Sndoow. 

XIV 

Xd Bovd.os Hy TLS ex THS ‘Tovativeavod Bace- 
ws oixias éoayav pev SpactnpLos Ta Tohepea, 
és Too ov dé XPNMAT OV Kpeiorov Bore avi 
peyiorou KTHpaTOS ev TH ovcLa TH avTov ele 
TO KenTho Oat pn dev TouTov Baciev’s Tov 
XirBovduov, Gre o TéTapTov éT0s THY avToKpa- 
Topa elev apxnv, Opaxns oTparnyov avert wv, 
ért TH Tov “lotpov ToOTAapLov purach KATE TN 
gato, puvAdoce KEerevoas OTWS MNKETL TOUS 
TavtTn BapBdpows o wotapos SiaBatos éortat, 
émel avtov thv StaBaow Todrakis 16n Odvvot 
te kal “Avtar Kat LraBnvor TETTOLN EVOL 
avnkerta® ‘Pepatous * épya elpydoavto. Xuid- 
Bovdios 6é od Tw Tots BapBdpous poBepos yeyovev 
@oTE €S Tpeay. eviauT@Y Ypovov, doov Eby Tavry 
89) TH Thun THY Siar piBnv evraida eixev, ovx 
daov SiaBivae TOV “Torpov éml Tous ‘Pe patous 
ovdels loxveen, arra Kal ‘Pwpator és ym eupov 
Tv avtimépas adv XidBovdiw morrdKLs LovTeEs 

1 uétp» Maltretus and Scaliger: perplas K, duerpla L. 
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joined battle with them, and, ,although far out- 
numbered, they unexpectedly defeated them, and 
some they slew, and the captives they released one 
and all to go to their homes. At that time also 
Narses found a certain man who was pretending 
to the name of Chilbudius, a man of note who had 
once been a general of the Romans, and he easily 
succeeded in unmasking the plot. Here I shall 
give the facts of this story. 

XIV 

Tuere was a certain Chilbudius of the household 
of the Emperor Justinian, who was exceedingly 
efficient in war, and, at the same time, so far superior 

to the lure of money that instead of a great property 

in his own right he had no possessions at all. This 

Chilbudius was appointed by the emperor, in the 

fourth year of his reign, to be General of Thrace, 

and was assigned to guard the river Ister, being 

ordered to keep watch so that the barbarians of that 

region could no longer cross the river, since the Huns 

and Antae and Sclaveni had already made the cross- 

ing many times and done irreparable harm to the 

Romans. And Chilbudius became such an object of 

terror to the barbarians that for the space of three 

years, during which time he remained there holding 

this office, not only did no one succeed in crossing 

the Ister against the Romans, but the Romans 

actually crossed over to the opposite side many 

> 

2 has K: opav L. 
3 avhxecta K: om. L. 
4 ‘Pwuatovs Dindorf: popotors MSS. 
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exTeWay TE Kal juopam ddirav Tovs TAUTH BapBa- 
pous. éviautois dé Tploly vorepov SéBn pev 0 
XrBovsvos TOV ToTamov nmep elwber Evv Oriry@ 
oTpar®, LKhaBnvol dé Travonpel umnvtiavov. 
paxns TE KapTepas yevowerns ‘Popaiov TE Tool 
érecov Kal XirBovsuos O oT paTny ds. Kal TO 
Nourrov 6 TE TOT aps éaBatos ael Tots BapBapas 
Kat efovotay Kal Ta ‘Popaior Tay mara 
evépoda ! yéyove, fvumaca Te 7) ‘Pwpaiwv 4X 
avdpos évds apeTh avTippoT os yevéoOar év TO 
épy@ TovT@ ovdapi) lance. 

X pove $e dorepov "Avtat Kxat XxraBnvol 
Siapopor adAIoOUS yevopevoe €5 Xetpas prov, 
evda 87 Tots “Avraus noonOjvae TOV €vavTiov 
TeTUXNKED. év tavtn 6é Th Maxn L«haPyvos 
avnp TOV TWA TONE LOD apte yeverdoKovTa, 
XA Bovdvov ovoua, aX war@TOD elAev, és Te Ta 
oixela AaBov ONETO. ovTosS XaBovsd¢os 
TpolovTos Too Xpovov edvous Te os éve peaddiota 
TO KEKTNLEVD eyéveto kal Ta és Tods TodEplous 2 
pactTnpLos. Todas TE TOU Seomorou Tpo- 
KivOvvevoas 7} nplatevaé Te Siahepovtas Kal KES 
loxvoe meptBarea bat am avtod pméya. ome dé 
TOV Xpovov TovToy “Avtat emuaKn partes els Ta 
em Opakns Xeopia TONOUS ednicavto Kal 
Spam odicav TOV €KElvn ‘Popaior. ovoTrEp 
eT ayo MeEVvoL amexoulaOnoav eis TA marpla 70n. 
Tovey bé & eva TOV aX mare els iiavOpo- 

mov TWA Hyayev oF TUX eat mpdov Seomorny. 
qv S€ obTOs avnp KaKodpyds te dav Kad olos 

1 evépoda L: om, K. 
2 nodeutous K: morguous L. 
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times with Chilbudius and killed and enslaved the 
barbarians there. But three years later, when Chil- 
budius crossed the river, as was his custom, with a 
small force, the Sclaveni came against him with their 
entire strength; and a fierce battle taking place, 
many of the Romans fell and among them the 
general Chilbudius. Thereafter the river became 
free for the barbarians to cross at all times just as 
they wished, and the possessions of the Romans 
were rendered easily accessible; and the entire 
Roman empire found itself utterly incapable of 
matching the valour of one single man in the per- 
formance of this task. 

But later on the Antae and Sclaveni became 
hostile to one another and engaged in a battle, in 
which it so fell out that the Antae were defeated 
by their opponents. Now in this battle one of the 
Sclaveni took captive a certain young man of the 
enemy named Chilbudius, who was just wearing his 
first beard, and took him off to his home. This 
Chilbudius, as time went on, became devoted to his 
master to an extraordinary degree and proved him- 
self a vigorous warrior in dealing with the enemy. 
Indeed he exposed himself to danger many times 
to save his master, distinguishing himself by his 
deeds of valour, through which he succeeded in 
winning great renown, At about this time the 
Antae descended upon the land of Thrace and 
plundered and enslaved many of the Roman in- 
habitants; and they led these captives with them 
as they returned to their native abode. 

Now chance brought one of these captives into 
the hands of a kind and gentle master. This man 
was a great rascal and one capable of circumventing 
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amdatn Tous évtuxXovtas! mepieAOety. émrecd2) TE 
Sovdopevos ET aV ELD és ‘Popaiov tiv yr 
ovdeued unXavy elev, émevoer ToLrade. TO KEKTN- 
peve@ €s oy 77 OV THS TE drrarOperias emyvere 
Kal TONNa pév ot Sa Todt ™pos Tob Peod 
isxupicaro Ttayaba* écecOar, cal adtov 8& 
ovdanh aXapioToy SeomoTy drravOpwroraT@. 
davncec Far, arr’, HV Ye avT@ Ta Serta eion- 

youpevep émaxoverw €GéXn, xvpLov avTov ovK eis 
Haxpav Katacticec Bat XENLATOV weydr@v. eEivat 
yap ev TO LeraSqvev éOvec XitS8ovdiov, tov5 
‘Popaioy oTpaTnynoavtTa, év dvSparoSev oye, 
mavtas BapBapous NavOavovta otis ToTé EoTW. 
hv Tolvuy alte BovAopévo ein TpoécPar TE TAS 
Tov XiABovdiou timas cai Siaxouifery Tov avOpa- 
Tov € ‘Pouaior TV yh, So€av te ayabhy Kat 
mAovToOU avTov Tau ov xenua mepiBaréoOat 
T™ pos Bacthéos ovK Gmretxos elvat. tadta o “Pe- 
patos eitr@y Tov KexTNuEevoy EvOdS Erece, Kal Edy 
avT® yivetar ev XKArAaBnvois pécow: emexnpv- 
KevovTo yap 76n Kal GXAAOLS dvemiyvuvto adeds 
of BapBapot odtor. NenwaTa cyoor ToANA TO 
XABovsrov _KEKTNMEVO Tpo€uevor * TOV _aspa 
wvodvTo kat Edy avT@® amovtes evOds @XOVTO. 
émel Te ev Hece Tots opetépors éyevorTo, ave- 
muvOavero Tod avOperrov 6 TPLEMEVOS | et XrSov- 
Sios autos 6 Peopaioy oTpaTnyos ein. Kal ds 
ovK amntiou Ta dyta Katanréyew > Hiv TO adnOet 

1 eyruxdyras Ki: evruyxdvortas L. 
2 rayada K: ayade L. 3 toy K: roy cay L. 
- TpoewErot Ke Tpoieuevor L. 
= KaTaheyeny Haury: Aeyew katadeye: K, rat Acyew. Karva- 

Aéyew te L, Aéyew Kal xataAéyer Christ. 

266 



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VII. xiv. 12-18 

and deceiving those who fell in his way. And since 
he was unable by any device to effect his return to 
the land of the Romans, much as he wished it, he 
conceived the following plan. Coming before his 
master, he praised him for his kindness and declared 
that God on account of this would bestow upon him 
blessings in abundance, and that he for his part 
would shew himself by no means ungrateful to a 
most kindly master; but, if only he was willing to 
give ear to the excellent suggestion which he had 
to offer, he would shortly put him in possession of 
a great sum of money. For there was, he said, 
among the nation of the Sclaveni one Chilbudius, 
the former general of the Romans, in the condition 
of a slave, while all the barbarians were ignorant as 
to who in the world he was. If, therefore, he was 
willing to pay out the price set upon Chilbudius 
and convey the man to the land of the Romans, it 
was not unlikely that he would acquire for himself 
from the emperor not only a fair reputation but 
also an enormous amount of money. By these words 
the Roman speedily persuaded his master, and he 
went with him into the midst of the Sclaveni; for 
these barbarians were already on peaceful terms 
and were mingling with one another without fear. 
Consequently they were able, by paying out a large 
sum of money to the master of Chilbudius, to 
purchase the man, and they departed with him 
immediately. And when they had come into their 
own country, the purchaser enquired of the man 
whether he was Chilbudius himself, the general of 
the Romans. And he did not hesitate to state 
truly all the facts in order, saying that he too was 
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oye edefijs amavta, @s ln Bev cat avTos 
Avrns TO yévos, HAXOLEVOs dé Edv Tots Omoryevért 
m™pos LxraSnvors, TOTE ToNepious obiow ovTas, 

7™ pos TOU TOY evavtiov aden, Tavov 8, emret 
agixeto és Ta watpia On, eevee pos TO NoeTrov 
Kata ye TOV ) VOmoV Kal autos cates 

‘O pev ovv vTrép avtod xpvotov* T POE wEVOS els 
adaciay EMT ET TOROS HoXaAREY, érridos aro- 
TUX@Y ov peTplas TWVOS. o 88 ‘Papaios TOV TE 
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eGeXwr, OS } TL AUT@ THs €S Ty oixelay éravodou 
Xarerrov © > ein, XrSovdeor bev exeivor ETL ToUTov 

51) Tov avdpa iayupivero eivat, Sedudta Sé ate Sy 
dvtTa év pécois BapBapors ws Hxtota €Pédew arro- 
KadvWat Tov TavTa NOyor, HY pévToe yévnTat év 
yi TH Popaior, ody dcov ov« atoxpiweobat Tov 
arnOH Adyor, GAAA Kal didoTtiuypoecOar, @s TO 
elxos, emt tovtT@ 8) TO dvopaTte. Ta pev odv 
TpOTa Kpvda Tata émpadocetTo THY AoV 
SapSapor. 

Evel be ) Noyos Tepidepopevos és atravtas 
AGsv, Hyyeipovto bev ent TOUT “Avtat oxedov 
a&Tavtes, KOLW?V dé eivat TI) mpagiv n&tovr, 
peydra ogiow ol dpevot ayaba ever Oar, Kupiors 
780 TOD ‘Popater oTpATN YOU XrBovdsiov ryeyery- 
pévors. Ta yap evn Tabra, L«aSnvot TE cal 
"Avtat, ovK apXovTar mpos avdpos EVOS, arr’ ép 
Snwoxpatig € éx Tadaiod Btorevovar, Kal dia TovTO 
avtots TOV TpayLarov ael Ta Te Evudopa wal 
Ta SvcKora €> Kowvdov AyeTat. Onolws dé kal Ta 

1 xpuofoy K: 7d xpuolor L. 
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by birth of the Antae, and that while fighting with 
his compatriots against the Sclaveni, who were then 

_ at war with them, he had been captured by one 
of the enemy, but now, upon arriving in his native 
country, he too according to the Jaw would be free 

_ from that time forth. 
Thereupon the man who had paid out gold for 

him became speechless with vexation, seeing that 
he had failed of a hope of no moderate sort. But 

r the Roman, wishing to reassure the man and to 
controvert the truth, so that no difficulty might 

; arise to prevent his return to his home, still insisted 
that this man actually was that Chilbudius, but that 

, he was afraid, clearly because he was in the midst 
of the barbarians, and so was quite unwilling to 
reveal the whole truth; if, however, he should get 
into the land of the Romans, he would not only not 
conceal the truth, but in all probability would actually 
take pride in that very name. Now at first these 

_ things were done without the knowledge of the 
other barbarians. 
: But when the report was carried about and reached 

the entire nation, practically all the Antae assembled 
to discuss the situation, and they demanded that 
the matter be made a public one, thinking that 
great benefit would come to them from the fact 
that they had now become masters of the Roman 
general Chilbudius. For these nations, the Sclaveni 
and the Antae, are not ruled by one man, but they 
have lived from of old under a democracy, and con- 
sequently everything which involves their welfare, 
whether for good or for ill, is referred to the people. 

2 yornery K: éurobay L. 
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It is also true that in all other matters, practically 
speaking, these two barbarian peoples have had from 
ancient times the same institutions and customs. 
For they believe that one god, the maker of the 
lightning, is alone lord of all things, and they sac- 
rifice to him cattle and all other victims; but as for 
fate, they neither know it nor do they in any wise 
admit that it has any power among men, but when- 
ever death stands close before them, either stricken 
with sickness or beginning a war, they make a 
promise that, if they escape, they will straightway 
make a sacrifice to the god in return for their life; 
and if they escape, they sacrifice just what they have 
promised, and consider that their safety has been 
bought with this same sacrifice. They reverence, 
however, both rivers and nymphs and some other 
spirits, and they sacrifice to all these also, and they 
make their. divinations in connection with these 
sacrifices, They live in pitiful hovels which they 
set up far apart from one another, but, as a general 
thing, every man is constantly changing his place 
of abode. When they enter battle, the majority of 
them go against their enemy on foot carrying little 
shields and javelins in their hands, but they never 
wear corselets. Indeed some of them do not wear 
even a shirt or a cloak, but gathering their trews 
up as far as to their private parts they enter into 
battle with their opponents. And both the two 
peoples have also the same language, an utterly 
barbarous tongue, Nay further, they do not differ 
at all from one another in appearance. For they 
are all exceptionally tall and stalwart men, while 

3 ém) Ki: és Li. 
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their bodies and hair are neither very fair or blonde, 
nor indeed do they incline entirely to the dark 
type, but they are all slightly ruddy in colour. And 
they live a hard life, giving no heed to bodily 
comforts, just as the Massagetae do, and, like them, 
they are continually and at all times covered with 
filth ; however, they are in no respect base or evil- 
doers, but they preserve the Hunnic character in 
all its simplicity, In fact, the Sclaveni and Antae 
actually had a single name in the remote past; for 
they were both called Spori in olden times, because, 
I suppose, living apart one man from another, they 
inhabit their country in a sporadic fashion, And 
in consequence of this very fact they hold a great 
amount of land; for they alone inhabit the greatest 
part of the northern bank of the Ister. So much 
then may be said regarding these peoples. 

So on the present occasion the Antae gathered 
together, as has been said, and tried to compel this 
man to agree with them in the assertion that he was 
Chilbudius, the Roman general himself. And they 
threatened, if he denied it, to punish him. But while 
this affair was progressing in the manner described, 
meantime the Emperor Justinian had sent some 
envoys to these very barbarians, through whom he 
expressed the desire that they should all settle in 
an ancient city, Turris by name, situated to the 
north of the river Ister. This city had been built 
by the Roman emperor Trajan in earlier times, but 
for a long time now it had remained unoccupied, 
after it had been plundered by the barbarians of 
that region. It was this city and the lands about 
it that the Emperor Justinian agreed to give them, 
asserting that it had belonged to the Romans 
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originally ; and he further agreed to give them all 
the assistance within his power while they were 
establishing themselves, and to pay them great sums 
of money, on condition that they should remain at 
peace with him thereafter and constantly block the 
way against the Huns, when these wished to overrun 
the Roman domain. 

When the barbarians heard this, they expressed 
approval and promised to carry out all the con- 
ditions, provided that he restore Chilbudius to the 
office of General of the Romans and assign him to 
assist them in the establishment of their city, stoutly 
maintaining, what they wished was so, that the 
man there among them was Chilbudius. Thereupon 
the man himself, being lifted up by these hopes, 
began now to claim and to assert, as well as the 
others, that he was Chilbudius the Roman general. 
Indeed he was setting out for Byzantium on this 
mission when Narses, in the course of his journey, 
came upon him. And when he met the man and 
found him to be playing the part of an imposter, 
although he spoke in the Latin tongue and had 
already learned many of the personal peculiarities 
of Chilbudius and had been very successful in assum- 
ing them, he confined him in prison and compelled 
him to confess the whole truth, and thereafter 
brought him in his own train to Byzantium. But 
I shall return to the point from which I have strayed. 

XV 

Wuie the emperor was taking such measures as 
have been described, Belisarius on his part sent an 
army to the harbour of Rome under command of 
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Valentinus and one of his own’ bodyguards, Phocas 
by name, an exceptionally able warrior, with in- 
structions to join the garrison in Portus, which 
was commanded by Innocentius, and to assist them 
in guarding that fortress; and wherever they found 
it possible, they were to make excursions and harass 
the enemy’s camp. Consequently, Valentinus and 
Phoeas secretly sent a messenger into Rome bear- 
ing the intelligence to Bessas that they were at that 
moment about to make a sudden attack upon the 
stockade of their opponents ; he should, therefore, 
on his part, select the most warlike of the soldiers 
in Rome, and, whenever he observed their assault, 
rush to their assistance, so that each of the two 
forces might be able to inflict some great injury 
upon the barbarians. Bessas, however, was by no 
means taken with this plan, notwithstanding the 
fact that he had as many as three thousand soldiers 
under him. Thus it was that Valentinus and Phocas 
with a force of five hundred descended unexpectedly 
upon the enemy’s camp and killed a few men, and 
the tumult occasioned thereby soon reached the 
ears of the besieged.1 But seeing that no one came 
out from the city against the camp, they quickly 
retired to the harbour without suffering any loss. 

So they sent to Bessas a second time, and first 
charging him with having had a regrettable attack 
of timidity, they declared that they would soon make 
another assault upon the enemy and urged that he 
too should fall upon the barbarians with all his 
strength at the proper moment. Bessas, however, 
still refused to make a sally against his opponents 

1 7,e, in Rome. 
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and risk a battle. Still Valentinus and Phocas were 
purposing to assail the enemy in larger force and 
had already made their preparations. But a certain 
soldier of Innocentius’ command went as a deserter 
to Totila and carried the news that on the following 
day there would be an attack upon them from 
Portus. So Totila decided to fill with ambuscades 
of soldiers all the places which were adapted for 
this purpose. On the following day, therefore, 
Valentinus and Phocas fell into these ambuscades, 
and not only lost the most of their men, but were 
also killed themselves. And only a small handful 
made their escape with difficulty and betook them- 
selves to Portus. 

It was at this time that Vigilius, the chief priest 
of Rome,! who was then sojourning in Sicily, filled 
with grain as many ships as he could and sent them 
off, thinking that in some way or other those who 
were conveying the cargoes would be able to get 
into Rome. So these ships were sailing toward the 
Roman harbour, but the enemy spied them and got 
to the harbour a short time before the ships arrived ; 
there they concealed themselves inside the walls, 
their purpose being that, as soon as the ships should 
come to the land there, they might capture them 
with no difficulty. And when all the men keeping 
guard in Portus observed this, they went up to the 
battlement, every man of them, and by waving their 
cloaks strove to signal the men on the ships not to 
come ahead, but to turn aside and go elsewhere— 
anywhere in fact, where chance might lead them. 
But the men on the ships failed to comprehend 
what they were doing, supposing that the Romans 

1 Vigilius was Pope from 537-556. 
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in Portus were rejoicing and inviting them to the 
harbour, and since they had a favouring wind they 
quickly got inside the harbour. Now there were 
many Romans on board the ships, and among them 
a certain bishop named Valentinus. Then the bar- 
barians arose from their hiding place and took 
possession of all the boats without encountering 
any resistance, And as for the bishop, they took 
him prisoner and led him before Totila, but all the 
rest they killed, and drawing the boats up on shore 
with their cargoes still in them, they departed. 
And Totila made such enquiries of this priest as 
he wished, and then accused him of not telling the 
truth in any respect and so cut off both his hands. 
Such was the course of these events. And the 
winter drew to a close, and the eleventh year ended 
in this war, the history of which Procopius has 
written. 

XVI 

Anp Vigilius, the chief priest of Rome, in obedience 
to the emperor’s summons, came to Byzantium from 
Sicily ; for he had been waiting a considerable time 

in Sicily for this summons. 
It was at about this time that the Romans be- 

sieged in Placentia, seeing that all their provisions 
had now been completely exhausted, resorted to 
foods of an unnatural sort under constraint of 
famine. In fact they had actually tasted each 
other’s flesh. And it was because of this situ- 
ation that they came to terms with the Goths and 

5 rotrov tov xpévov K, correction in red, L: tovrwy trav 
xpovev K. 
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surrendered both themselves and Placentia to them. 

Such was the course of events here. 

At Rome likewise, as it laboured under the siege 

of Totila, all the necessaries of life had already 

failed. Now there was a certain man among the 

priests of Rome, Pelagius by name, holding the 

office of deacon; he had passed a considerable time 

in Byzantium and had there become especially 

intimate with the Emperor Justinian, and it so 

happened that he had a short time previously arrived 

at Rome possessed of a great fortune. And during 

this siege he had bestowed a great part of his 

fortune upon those destitute of the necessaries of 

life ; and thus, though he had been a notable person 

even before that time, among all the Italians, now 

quite naturally he won still greater renown for 

philanthropy. So the Romans, finding their situation 

desperate by reason of the famine, persuaded this 

Pelagius to go before Totila and negotiate for them 

an armistice of only a few days, the understanding 

to be that, if within the time of that armistice no 

help should reach them from Byzantium, they would 

surrender both themselves and the city to the 

Goths. Pelagius accordingly went on this mission 

to Totila. And when he came, Totila greeted him 

with great respect and friendliness, and then spoke 

first as follows: 
« Among all barbarian peoples it is a well-nigh 

universal custom to reverence the office of ambassa- 

dors, and I for my part have always been eager to 

honour particularly those, such as yourself, who can 

lay claim to excellence. Now it is my opinion that 

the distinction between honour and insult to a man 

3 mparos K, corr., LH: ampotws K pr. m. 
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PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

TPQOTHTL TpotwTwVv ovee pneatav oyKe TOV 
imodeEapevoy Saxexpic Bar olmat, GXN év ye, To 
arnbiferPar 7) Noyors ov byaivovow és auTov 
xpho Pav. Tere OAL pev yap SiapepovTas 
exelLv@ EvuBaiver, 6 OTw av é« Tod evOéos aToKANU- 
paves Tov arnOn Adyon, ouUTw TOV av pwrov 

AT OT ELT OWTO, mepwBpicbar 6€ TavTOV padiora 
T@® mpecRevT7 TOUT@, Os ay bToUNoV TE Kal 
EupreTracpévov : aKovoas PNMAT@OVY aTrL@Y 
oixouTo. TpL@y Tolvuy x08, @ Tleraye, TOV 
addwy am dvTov, Srov av denGeins, ov pu Tote 
7 POs TpOY aTUXNTELS. a& 6n puaco opevor o€ 
ovom ay dpe.vor, drs i) cavt@ UT LOTATOS 
Yeyoves TOU pn dev aview av &vexa 7rOes THY 
UTép avTav peppy jypiy avabnoes. TO yap ™) 
ETLTNOELWS TOS mapovow aitelaOar TO pndev 
catopbody € €« Tob emt melo TOV cuTEpUKE. Neyo 
5€ drrws purjTe Lice ay TLvos évexa pajre Tey 
‘Pops TeptBorwv, 3) TOV TPooKEeXwpnKoT@v nyiy 
oiKeT ay, Tous AOyous RONG ees ov yap oloy té 
é€oTW % T'orOous pevdot ® oa LiKe ev Tiva® 
xprigerOar,® y} TOOE TO foie éoravat, y] dovAous 
Tous? Suv apc oTpaTevoapevous Tols maNaL 
KEKTNMEVOLS Sovreverv. TOD be a) Soxeiy ao- 
ylare TAUTA mporeiver Bau youn TO TAS aiTias 
avtixa é€errrety Thy bToWiay exdva oper. 

1 tuumemrAacuevovy KL: tupmemrcypévev H. 

2 roinoes Hoeschel : mojoev KL, ton H. 
3 peidot H: om. KL. 
4 és KH: é L. 
5 rwa KH: rim L. 
§ xphoecda KH: xapicec@a L. 
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clothed with the office of ambassador is not made 
by a smiling countenance or bombastic utterances 
on the part of those who receive him, but either by 
simply speaking the truth or, on the other hand, 
by addressing him with insincere speeches. For 
signal honour, on the one hand, is conferred upon 
him who has not been dismissed until the truth has 
been disclosed to him with directness, but the 
greatest possible insult, on the other hand, has 
been heaped upon that ambassador who takes his 
departure after hearing only deceitful and insincere 
phrases. Now, therefore, O Pelagius, with the 
exception of three things you will never fail to 
receive from us whatever you may crave. These 
things, then, you had best avoid and pass by without 
mention, so that you may not, though having been 
yourself most to blame for failing to accomplish any 
of the objects of your coming, impute to us the 
blame for this failure. For the inevitable con- 
sequence of making a request inappropriate to the 
actual situation is generally failure to gain one’s 
object. I warn you, then, that you are to make 
no plea in the interest of either anyone of the 
Sicilians, or the fortifications of Rome, or the slaves 
who have put themselves under our protection, 
For it is impossible either for the Goths to shew any 
mercy to anyone of the Sicilians or for this wall to 
remain standing or for the slaves who have been 
serving in our army to return to the service of their 
former masters. And in order to avoid the appear- 
ance of advancing these demands ina spirit of 
unreason, we shall clear ourselves of that suspicion 
by stating our grounds immediately. 

7 robs KL: rovs mada H. 
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PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

“Hy wey 4 vijoos evdaluov ex Taratod ypnud- 

Tov mpocdds@ Kal KapTav apOovia tev éxet 
pvouévov Tacav padiota, woTe ov TOlS avuTny 

évotxovow érapKelv fovov, GAA Kal Tovs “Po- 

patous tpas évOdvde eloxopslomévovs ava av 

eros Thy ToV émuTndeiwv hopav! diapKas Exew. 

Sudmrep Kat’ apxas édéovto Bevdepiyou “Pwpator 

ph Tory evtabba TorOwv xataorihvar ppovpay, 

as pndev adtav th édevOepia i) TH AAXy edvdac- 
povia eumddiov ein. Tovtwv 5€ ToLovTwY dvT@Y 
Katémrevaey és Likedlav 6 TOV TONELL@Y OTPATOS, 
odte dvdpav wANOE OTE AAW TOV TavTwY ovdevi 
dEibuayou mpos Huds dvtes. YiKed@Tar dé Tov 
atodov iddvtes ov €s L'0TOous TadtTa avnveyxar, 
ovx év tols dxupmpact KabeipEay avtovs, ovK 
adXO TMpocKpovey Tots évarTlos ovdev éyvwoay, 

GN dvaretdcavtes Tpodupia TH Taon Tas TOV 
morewy TUAAS edéEaVTO UTTIaLS YEepol TOY TOV 
TONMLWY TTPATOV, OTTEP, Opal, Ta TOV avopa- 

TOowYv aTLoTOTATA, eK Ypovou KaLpopurAaKovVTES 
modrod Spametetoa pev THs TOV KExTNMEVOV 
xeupos, veous 6é Twas Kal ayrdtas avTois 
decmroras evpelv. evTed0 ev Te opuwpevor KabaTep 
€E émiterxicpatos of Tmodepcoe THY Te GXAnV 
'Tradiav arovntl éoxov cal “Pounv tide Katé- 
NaBov, cirov éx YuxeNlas errayayopuevor® TocodTov 
TO TAHOOS, woTE TodLopKoupéevoss *® és éviavTov 

1 gopav KH: eiopopay L. 
2 érayayduevor KH: emayduevor L. 
3 rodsoprouméevots LL: modtopkounévous KH. 

1 Sicily. 
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“In the first place, then, that island? from ancient 

times enjoyed an unrivalled degree of prosperity, 

as evidenced by its revenues and by the abundance 

of the crops produced therein, so that it not only 

provided enough for its inhabitants, but you 

Romans also were abundantly supplied by importing 

annually as tribute the produce of Sicilian fields. 

It was for this reason that the Romans begged 

Theoderic at the beginning of his reign that no 

numerous garrison of Goths should be placed there, 

so that no check might be put upon the freedom 

of the inhabitants or their general prosperity. 

In such circumstances the enemy’s army put in at 

Sicily with a force which was a match for us neither 

in numbers of men nor in any other respect what- 

ever. But the Sicilians, upon seeing the fleet, did 

not report this to the Goths, did not even shut 

themselves into their strongholds, did not consent 

to shew hostility to our adversaries in any other 

manner, but opening the gates of their cities with 

all zeal received the army of the enemy with open 

arms,? just as I suppose the most untrustworthy 

slaves would do, who had for a long time been 

watching for the favourable moment to escape from 

the hand of their owners and find some new and 

unknown masters. Then by using that island as a 

base, the enemy, as if fighting from an advanced 

fortress, without difficulty possessed themselves of 

all Italy and seized upon this city of Rome, having 

brought with them from Sicily such a great quantity 

of grain that, though they were besieged for an 

entire year, it continued to suffice for the whole 

2 Literally ‘‘ upturned hands.” 
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n / \ 
pnkos avréxew Evprrace “Pwpaiow. Ta pev ovv 
Duxehlw@Tov To.adtTa éotiy, ovTrEep avtois VorGovs | 
ouyyvepovas elvar ovdenia pnyavn ~ctat, Tov 
TOV eyKANUATOV SyKOU Tapatpoupévou ToOIs HOLKN- 
Kool TOV EXEOP. ; 

Tovtwr é tay TmeptBdrov évTos KabecipEarTes 
avTovs Of Trodémtor és ev TO Tredioy KaTABaivovTES 
mapatacceOar tpiv ovdapn eyvwoar, copicuact 
dé Kal mapaywyais dei te Kal Kal huépay 
Tétdovs? éxxpovovtes Kvpior TOV nwetépwv ex 
TOU Tapanroyou yeyévnvtat. Otws Toivuy Kal 
borepov ben Tatra mabotpev ™ povoeiv afvov. ‘TOUS 
yap atak ayvoia oparevtas és THY avtTny avdis 
cxTeT T@KEVAL ® KaxoTpaytay ov Tpoevdopevous 
THY amo THs Tel pas: 767 cuveOicpévnv avTois 
ouppopar, ov TUXNS évayTio ma yeyevijcbar Soxel, 
QXn és avotay TOV eT TALKOTOV, @S TO eK 08, 

mepitatac0ar. tmpocbein S&S ay Tis ws Kal TOV 
‘Popns cabarpeOhvar wepiBorov wadtoTa TavTOV 
buiv Evvoloer. ovd€ wel éEtépwy yap TO NowTrov 
Kaberpyuévol TaVT@Y TE GTrOKEKAELOMEVOL TOV 
avayKaiov,* ToropKnOnced be ™ pos Tov ETLOVT WY, 
aNd KwWduvevcovat® bev TH paxn 7 pos ard hous 
EKATEPOL, dO ov dé TOV WKOVTOY bpeis ov peTa 
KLVOUVOD U DpETEpOV yevijcer be. TOV pévTo. T™poo- 
KEXWPNKOTOV apie olKeT@v &vexa Tocadta 
épovpev, ws, nvTep® éxeivouvs cuvtaEapévous Te 

1 TérOovs MSS. : juas Suidas. 
2 Tér0ovs MSS.: judas Suidas. 
3 exmemtwxevac KL: éumrentoxévar H. 
* dvaykatov LH: evavriwy K. 
5 kiwduvevoovot Maltretus: kivduvetdovo: MSS. 
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population of the city. Such is the case of the 
Sicilians, whose misdeeds have been such that it 
will be utterly impossible for the Goths to shew 
them forgiveness, seeing that the gravity of the 
accusations sweeps away all compassion for the 
guilty. 

“In the second place, it was within these walls 
that our enemy shut himself and from which he was 
quite unwilling to come down into the plain and. 
array himself against us, but by crafty wiles and 
baffling tricks, he ever flouted the Goths from day 
to day, and thus became, quite undeservedly, master 
of our possessions. Consequently it is worth while 
for us to make provision that we shall not have this 
same experience a second time. For when men 
who have once met with a reverse through ignorance 
fall into the same evil plight again without pro- 
viding against the calamity which has already become 
familiar to them by experience, men believe what 
has befallen them to be no adversity of fortune, but 
in all likelihood a proof of the folly of the victims 
of the disaster. And one might add that the 
destruction of the walls of Rome will benefit you 
above all others. For you will not hereafter be shut 
in with others and excluded from all the necessaries 
of life while you suffer siege at the hands of the 
assailants of the city, but, on the contrary, the two 
armies will stake their chances in open battle against 
one another, while you, without perils on your part, 
will simply become the prize of the victors. In 
the third place, regarding the slaves who have put 
themselves under our protection, we shall say only 
this, that if, after they have taken their places in 

6 tymep L: etmep K, jv map’ H. 
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PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

huiv ért tovs évavtiovs Kal map Huav THY 
opmonroytav KeKopta wevous * Tov fn ToTE aUTOUS 
Tois §=mdNat KEKTNLEVOLS mponrer Oar? tavov 
eyxetpicen * viv woinuer, ovee T pos vas 70 
muatov é&£opev. ov yap éoTw, ovK Earl, TOV 
tov EvyKxepevov és Tovs aT AaVTO@V olxtpoTarous 
ohuywpodvra BéBatov és trav ddhov TLVa TH 
auTov younv évdeixvuc Gat, NN’ Gomep TAS 
picews AAO TL yvoOpirpa es TdvTas TOUS avTO 
EvuBadrovtas THY amiotiay adel trepiépery 4 
bidet.” ® 

Toutiras pev tocadta eine, IleAdyos 6é 
apetBetat @de “ Katertovddcbar cor wardtoTa 
TaVT@V ee TE, @ wyevvaie, kal TO Tips mpeoBeias 
UreT@v ovoua év poipa pas TH ariporaty 
Evvétatas. UPpivew yap eis dvdpa pirov Te Kal 
m peo Beuriyy ¢ Eeyore oipar ovy os av KaTa Koppys 
matagar ® Kab TH addy aoenyela és avTov 
Xpijoarto, GX ds av dm pax Tov dromépnpac bat 
TOV és avTov HKoVTAa yvoin. ov yap bres TLLAS 
pos TOV drodeFapeveav TIWOS TUXwWOL, KADEiVaL 
avrous és THY m peo Belay el@Oacu avOpor ot, arn 
OTs TL ayabov Siarrem pary pevor Tois éoTaAKoow 
és avtovs éravntwow.” wdaoTe mpomnrakiabévras 
Evvoices paXrov Siarrempax Oat TL MV evexa HAOOV 

 NOywu étrLeckeaTépwy ® axkovcaytas THs édidos 

Kexouiopevous KL: rexoounuévous H. 
mponcecbar KH: mpoéo@a L. 
éyxeiploe Ki: éyxepretvy H. 
del repipépery LH: ef mepipéper K. 
pire? V, H: pidcty KL. 
narata: Haury: maratas MSS. 
eravhtwow Scaliger: éravhtovoi MSS. Jaa pr O BW wp 
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our ranks against our adversaries and have received 
from us the promise that we will never abandon 
them to their former masters, we should at the present 
juncture decide to put them into your hands, we 
shall have no right to be trusted by you either. 
For it is impossible—impossible, I say—for the man 
who makes light of his covenant with the most 
unfortunate of men to give evidence of a spirit that 
can be relied on in dealing with anyone else, but 
he always carries along with him his untrustworthi- 
ness, just as he does any other characteristic that 

reveals his true nature in all his dealings with other 

men.” 
Thus spoke Totila; and Pelagius replied as follows : 

“Though you began, excellent Sir, by saying that 

you have the very greatest admiration not only for 

me, but also for the ambassadorial title, you have 

in fact assigned us to the very lowest grade of 

dishonour. Indeed I for my part think that he who 

really insults one who is both friend and ambassador 

is not the man who may strike him on the head or 

otherwise maltreat him, but rather he who decides 

to allow his visitor to depart with his mission un- 

accomplished. For it is not with the purpose of 

achieving any honour at the hands of those who 

receive them that men are accustomed to submit to 

the labours of an embassy, but in order that they 

may return with some good accomplished to those 

who have sent them. Consequently, it will be more 

favourable to their purpose to have been treated with 

wanton contempt and still have accomplished some of 

the objects for which they came, than, after hearing 

more courteous words, to return disappointed in 
preps pec heer teat AE es ae 

8 Adywv emeicertépwy LH: Adyov émetkeatepoy Ke 
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PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

amoTuxovtas emavedOeiv. rapaiteiobar wey odv 
ove oida 6 re Set! rept TovTey dv adtds elpynKas. 
Ti yap av TLS evoyNoin TOY ye mpd THs aToNoylas 
amerovta thy EvwBaow; éxetvo S& ove av 

, id Mv 7 e , ? < ? ctoTenyv, ws évdnros ef oroony és ‘“Pwpatous 
Tovs col 6TAa avTapavtas diiavO pwriay evdeixvu- 
cOat wédres, ds és Lexediwtas tods ovdani cot 
aTNVTHKOTAS akypUKTOY TO EXO0s eFeveyKely Eyvas. 
GN’ eywye peOels Thy mpds o& Sénow Thy tpec- 
Betav és tov Oedv petabrjoopar, ds 8} toils TAS 
ixecias? brepppovodcr vewecay elwbe.” 

XVII 

Tocatta cira@v 6 TleXdytos dandXdoce+o. 
kat avtov ‘Pwpator érel dmpaxtov éravixovta 
eidov, év Tord} aunyavia éyévorvto. ere Te 
HaXXov axualov 6 ALpds > juepa Exdoty aviKecta 
autovs épya eipyateto. rtods uévTor otpaTiwras 
oUTw Ta advayKaia éredeNolTeEl, GAN ert avTetyor. 
81d 87 aOpdoe ‘Pwwator yevduevor ab tots Tod 
Baciews otpatod apyovcr, Béooa te Kai 
Kovevt, rpocedOdvtes, Sedaxpupévor Edp olpwyy 
TOAAH EXeEav torader “Tora’tas pe odcas, 
oTpaTnyol, TUXas Hyuiv Tas Tapovcas op@mer, 
OoTe et Kal Tt Spay bmas avdcrov &pyov ioyvomer, 
ovK av Twa Huiv TO syeANLA TOdTO Méeurrey 
emnveyKev. 1) yap Ths dvadyxns UTepSor Thy 

* Sri Sef H: Src BY K: ef cl ye Set L 
® fxeclas KH: fxerelas L. S Amds L: Aomds K. 
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their hope. Turning now to the present situation, 
I know not what plea I ought to make concerning 
those things which you yourself have mentioned. 
For why should one importune him who had refused 
an agreement before hearing the plea? This, how- 
ever, I could not leave unsaid, that it is clear what 
measure of kindness you are purposing to display 
toward the Romans who have taken up arms against 
you, seeing that, with regard to the Sicilians, you 
have determined to vent your enmity upon them 
without mercy, though they have in no way opposed 
you. But as for me, I shall give over my petition 
to you and refer my mission to God, who is 
accustomed to send retribution upon those who 
scorn the prayers of suppliants.” 

XVII 

Wiru such words Pelagius departed. And when 
the Romans saw him returning unsuccessful, they 
fell into a state of helpless despair. For the famine, 
becoming still more acute, was working terrible 
havoc among them from day to day. The soldiers, 
however, had not yet exhausted their supplies, but 
they could still hold out. The Romans therefore 
gathered in a throng and came before Bessas and 
Conon, the commanders of the emperor’s army ; 
there with weeping and loud lamentation they 
spoke to them as follows: “The fate, Generals, 
which we see to be upon us at the present time is 
such that, if we actually had the power to commit 
some unholy deed against you, such a crime would 
have brought upon us no reproach. For the over- 
whelming constraint of necessity furnishes of itself 
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aTronoryiay ef’ éauTis éxyet. viv b€ aptvew épyo 
jypiy avrois ovx olot Te ovTes, dnXw@covtTés Te 
AOy@ Kal atoKNavcovTes THY Fuupopay Tap 
bas Koper. Omws Oe _axovanabe * Tpaws, ov 
EvyTapaco opevor TO TOV ROYOV Opacet, arr 
TH Tov TaGous Gxuh TOUTO oTAOUO@pEVOL. 6 yap 
dmroyvavar Tay TwrTnpiay VAY KAT WEVOS OvK 
epyous, ov pnuact Ty evKoo uiay Siacdcacbat 
TO DouTrov dwarat. neaS, @ oTpaTnYyol, pajre 
‘Pepatous pare Evy yevets piv voitere elvat, 
paHTE 0moT porous Tois THs ToNTeLas HOect 
yeyovéval, punte apyny éxovTas TH Todet Tov ® 
Bacvhéos déxerOau oTparon, avra Trohepious TO 
ef apxns ovtas Kal Oma ep’ tpiv apapévous, 
eiTa joondevras Th hax, avdpamosa Sopuddwra 
bpav avr ay Kata ye TOV Tob Tohéwou yever Oa 
vo pov. Kal xopnryeite Tots vMETEpors aixpararors 
Tpopiy ov? Kata THV xpelav npty amoxpacay, 
GAN wOoTE amoShy dtapKas exovoar, Oras 67 Kal 
pets TEPLOVTES avOuTroupyjowpev t bpiv boa Tous 
oixéTas tots Keer Hevors varnpeTetv a§vov. el O€ 
TOUTO ov padvov nH Bovropevors vpiv, aX’ 
adeiva nemas THS UpeTépas dicarodre YELpOs, 
éxetvo cepdavobvres, TO pt) Tepl Tas TOV SovAwy 
movetabat tapas: yy Oe pndoe TOUTO Hpiv 
aTrONENELT TALL, aroxtiyivat Huds afvodte Kal 
Wn «amtoaTepnonte TeheuTAS oad povos poe 
Pavatov pOovncnte Tod mdvtwy AdicToV, aArA 

1 akovaonabe K: &kodoecbe L. 
2 roy L: trav K pr. m., rod K corr. 
3 >, 

od K: ov« apxodoay ovde L, 
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a sufficient defence. But now, seeing that our 

strength cannot suffice for our defence, we have 

resorted to words and have come before you to 

make our position clear and to lament over our” 

misfortune; and do you hear us with forbearance, 

not being stirred up by the boldness of our words, 

but judging it with due regard to the acuteness 

of our suffering. For he who has been compelled 

to despair of safety can no longer control his actions 

—no, nor his words—so as to preserve decorum. 

As for us, Generals, do not consider us to be either 

Romans or fellow-countrymen of yours, or even to 

have assimilated our ways of government to yours, 

and do not suppose that in the beginning we 

received the emperor’s army into the city willingly, 

but regard us as enemies from the first and as men 

who have taken up arms against you, and later, when 

defeated in battle, have become your captive slaves 

simply in accordance with the customs of war. And 

do you furnish sustenance to these your captives, if 

not in quantities sufficient for our needs, at least in 

such measure as to make life possible, that by 

your so doing we too may survive and render you 

such service in return as it is fitting that slaves 

should render their masters. But if you find this 

difficult or contrary to your wish, then at least 

consent to release us from your hands, by which 

action you will gain this advantage that you will 

not be troubled by the burial of your slaves. And 

if even this favour is not left us, deign to put us to 

death and do not deprive us of an honourable end 

nor begrudge us death, which to us is the sweetest 

ie ee eet 2 ee ee 

4 » Haury: 7 K, om. L, 4 od Scaliger. 
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mpaker pid pupioy araddd£Eate ‘Pwpatlous 
8 dvckdhwv.” tadta of audi Béooav dxovcavtes 

TO ev TA emiTHdeLa Yopnyeiv odicw advvaror, 
‘TO 6€ atoKtwvivat aviciov &pacay elvat, od 
pévtoe ovdé 7d adeivar axivdvvoy. Bedodptov 
d€ Kal tov é« Bufavtiov otparoy abtixa 67) ada 
mapécer bat iaxupicavto, Ta’tn Te adTovs Tapn- 
yopnoavtes ameméuavo. 

9 ‘O 8 Aos ers padrov adxudtov te Kal 
Mynkuvopuevos emt péya Kakod npeTo, Bpwcers 
UmoBdddwv extomous Te Kal Ths dicews vTep- 

10 opiovs. Ta ev obv mpdta Béooas te Kad 
Kovev, otmep tod év “‘Poun fvraktnpiov hpyov 
(citov yap mort te pétpov evtds Tod ‘Péuns 
meptBorou évatrobéuevor odiow ETUXOV), Kal ob 
TTpatTiaTar xXpelas THs oiKelas drroTeuvdpuevor 
aredidovto ‘Pwpalwy toils 6d Tpaaoovar ypnud- 
Tov peydrwv: pediuvov piv ydp tout émrd 

11 éyeyover ypucot. ois uévtoe ody obtw ta Kata 
THv oikiav épépeto, Sate Bpocews és técov 
akwwtépas HeTarayxavey (xavois eivat, of dé THS 
TLS TO TeTAPTHMOpLOY KaTAaTLOéVTES TLTUPWV TE 
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1 Kata K: popators L. 
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of all things, but by a single act free the Romans 
from ten thousand troubles.’ When Bessas and his 
officers heard this, they asserted, firstly, that to 
furnish them with provisions was impossible, secondly, 
that to put them to death would be unholy, and, 
thirdly, that even to release them was not without 
danger. But they insisted that Belisarius with the 
army from Byzantium would arrive right speedily, 
and after thus consoling them sent them away. 

But the famine, becoming more severe as time 
went on, was greatly increasing its ravages, driving 
men to discover monstrous foods unknown to the 
natural desires of man. Now at first, since Bessas 
and Conon, who commanded the garrison in Rome, 
had, as it happened, stored away a vast supply of 
grain for their own use within the walls of Rome, 
they as well as the soldiers were constantly taking 
from the portion assigned for their own needs and 
selling at a great price to such Romans as were rich ; 
for the price of a bushel had reached seven gold 
pieces.1 Those however, whose domestic circum- 
stances were such that they were unable to partake 
of food which was so much dearer, were able, by 
paying in cash one fourth of this price, to get their 
bushel measures filled with bran; this was their 
food and necessity made it most sweet and dainty 
to their taste. As for beef, whenever the bodyguards 
of Bessas captured an ox in making a sally, they sold 
it for fifty gold pieces. And if any man had a 
horse or any other animal which had died, this 
Roman was counted among those exceedingly 
fortunate, seeing that he was able to live luxuriously 

1 Presumably solidi aurei, at this time worth about 12s. 7d. 
or $3.06 each. 

297 



13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

, a 3 \ Ya Swou TeOvnxotos évtpupav+ eiyev. 6 dé 89 aAXOS 
amas Opthos Tas axadnhas povas HaOiov, olas 

* >? \ \ / b] aA > / 

TONAAL aul Tov TepiBorov Kav Tots EpeELTriots 
n n / / \ Lal 

TAVTAXH THS TOAEWS Hvovtar. Smaws S€ avTots 
fol le \ x 

py TO THS Teas Spymd Ta TE YEiAN Kal TA apdl 
Ty papvyya Saxvn* od Tapépyws aitas Aovtes 
no Ovov. 

a fa) fal , 

Téws * pev obv “Pwpaior To Tod ypucod vomlopa 
a Mm 

elyov, otTws, BaTrep éeppyOn, Tov ciTov Kal Ta 
TiTUPA @VOUMEVOL ATNANdTCOVTO: éTrEl SE TODTO 

> \ ” > / € \ / b] \ avtovs 76 éredeXolTre, of S€ hépovtes és THY 
ayopav Ta énitd\a Tdvta Biov advtav rov4 
9 P > / an bé. > \5 

ednuepov avtTnAXaoaovTo. TedXevT@VTES é, éTreEl 
ot Tov Baciéws otpati@tar® citov ovK eixov,? 

¢ \ 

évTep Kal ‘Pawaiow arodwvtas,® arrHv ye 8 bre 
an Va > / wv » Ui + € a 

T@ Béoog onrtyos Ets édXéXELTTO, OTE Pwpatos 

dtov @voivto, és Tas akadnhas amavtes EBXeETOV. 
/ fal fol 

TavTns 5€ avdtois ov Siapxovons THs Bpwcews, of 
rye ovde avThs és Kopov iévat Tavtatacw elyor, 

\ a a 

éEitndot ev ai odpxes é« tod él mreloTov 
éyivovto, TO S€ ypama és TO TedUdvOY KaTa 

\ a 7 

Bpaxv Hkov eidwdots adtovrs éeudhepertdtovs 
elpyateto. oAnNot te Badifovtes tu nal tov 
ddovtav avtois paccouévwy tas aKadjdas, 

/ fal a 

eOvnoKov Te €x TOD aiputdiov Kal és yhv Emimrov. 
AV M\ 4 

76n 5€ Kal adAdXnA@Y THY KOTpOY HoOLoV. TONXOL 
a > \ a A 4 / 

TE THAS AVTOUS TS Aiw@ rieldpevor Steypynoavto, 

évrpupay Haury: évtpayety MSS. 
ddavn Ki: Sdevnra L, 
téws K: ews L. * abrar troy K: adrtois L. 
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upon the flesh of a dead animal. » But all the rest of 
the numerous inhabitants were eating nettles only, 
such as grow in abundance about the walls and 
among the ruins in all parts of the city. And in 
order to prevent the pungent herb from stinging 
their lips and throat they boiled them thoroughly 
before eating. 

So long, then, as the Romans had their gold 
currency, they bought their grain and bran in the 
manner described and went their way; but when 

their supply of this had at length failed, then they 
brought all their household goods to the forum and 
exchanged them for their daily sustenance. But 
when, finally, the soldiers of the emperor had no 
grain which they could possibly sell to the Romans 
(except, indeed, that Bessas still had a little left), 

nor had the Romans anything with which to buy, 
they all turned to the nettles. But this food was 
insufficient for them, for it was utterly impossible to 
satisfy themselves with it, and consequently their 

flesh withered away almost entirely, while their 

colour, gradually turning to a livid hue, gave them 

a most ghostly appearance. And it happened to 
many that, even as they walked along chewing the 
nettles with their teeth, death came suddenly upon 
them and they fell to the ground. And now they 
were even beginning to eat each other's dung. 
There were many too, who, because of the pressure 
of the famine, destroyed themselves with their own 

8 Grdédwyrat Editors: a&rédovro: K corr. , lee K pr. 
m., amddovra: elxoy L. 9 of K: émet L 
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hands; for they could no longer find either dogs or 
mice or any dead animal of any kind on which to feed. 

Now there was a Roman in the city, the father 
of five children; and they gathered about him and, 
laying hold of his garment, kept demanding food. 
But he, without a word of lament and without 
letting it be seen that he was sorely troubled, but 
most steadfastly concealing all his suffering in his 
mind, bade the childern follow him as if for the 
purpose of getting food. But when he came to 
the bridge over the Tiber, he tied his cloak over 
his face, thus concealing his eyes, and leaped from 
the bridge into the waters of the Tiber, the deed 
being witnessed both by his children and by all the 
Romans who were there. 

From that time on the imperial commanders, 
upon receiving further money, released such of the 
Romans as desired to depart from the city. And 
only a few were left in the city; for all the rest 
made their escape by flight in whatever manner 
proved possible for each one. But the most of 
these, since their strength had been utterly wasted 
away by the famine, perished as soon as they had 
begun their journey, whether by water or by land. 
Many too were caught on the road by the enemy 
and destroyed. To such a pass had come the 
fortune of the senate and people of Rome. 

XVIII 

Wuen the army under John and Isaac had reached 
Epidamnus and joined Belisarius, John, on the one 

3 gxaotos duvards K: éxdotw Svvard L: 
4 kal iaadkn K: om. L. 
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hand, urged that they ferry all the troops across the 
gulf and proceed by land with the whole army, 
meeting together whatever opposition might develop 
against them; but Belisarius, on the other hand, 
considered this plan inexpedient, and thought that 
more was to be gained by sailing to the neighbour- 
hood of Rome; for in going by land they would 
consume a longer time, and would perhaps be 
confronted by some obstacle ; John meanwhile was 
to march through the territory of the Calabrians 
and the other peoples of that region, drive out the 
few barbarians who were there, and, after reducing 
to submission the territory south of the Ionian Gulf, 
march to the neighbourhood of Rome and rejoin his 
friends ; it was here, indeed, that Belisarius purposed 
to land with the rest of the army. For he thought 
that, since the Romans were suffering most cruelly 
in the siege, even the smallest delay would, in all 
probability, bring disaster to their cause. And if 
they went by sea and met with a favouring wind, 
it would be possible to land at the harbour of Rome 
on the fifth day, while an army marching by land from 
Dryus could not reach Rome even within forty days. 

So Belisarius gave these directions to John and set 
sail from there with his whole fleet; but a violent 
wind fell upon them, and they put in at Dryus. 
And when the Goths who had been stationed there 
to besiege the fortress saw this fleet, they abandoned 
the siege and straightway betook themselves to the 
neighbourhood of Brundisium, a city two days’ 
journey distant from Dryus,! situated on the coast 

1 To the north. 

5 éy ‘Péun Haury: om. MSS. 
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of the gulf and without walls; for they supposed 
that Belisarius would immediately pass through the 
strait at Dryus;1 and they reported their situation 
to Totila. He, for his part, put his own army in 
readiness to oppose Belisarius and commanded the 
Goths in Calabria to keep the passes under guard 
as best they could. 

But when Belisarius, finding a favourable wind, 
sailed away from Dryus, the Goths in Calabria 
thought no more of him and began to conduct 
themselves carelessly, while Totila was content to 
remain quiet and to guard still more closely the 
approaches to Rome, so that it might be impossible 
to bring any kind of provisions into the city. And 
he devised the following structure on the Tiber. 
Observing a place where the river flows in a very 
narrow channel, about ninety stades distant from 
the city, he placed very long timbers, reaching from 
one bank to the other, so as to form a bridge at that 
point. Then he constructed two wooden towers, 
one on either bank, and placed in each one a 
garrison of warlike men, so that it might be no 
longer possible for boats of any kind whatever to 
make their way up from Portus and so enter the 
city. 

Meanwhile Belisarius, on his part, landed at the 
harbour of Rome, while John with his army was 
remaining where he was. Then John ferried his 
force over to Calabria, quite unobserved by the 
Goths, who, as stated above, were waiting in the 
neighbourhood of Brundisium. And he captured 
two of the enemy who were going out as scouts, 

1 The Strait of Otranto; Belisarius would be hastening 
southward and so would leave them unmolested. 
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1 3¢ MSS.: 5) Herwerden. 
2 évaytiwy K: modeutov L. 
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one of whom he killed immediately ; but the other 
laid hold of his knees and begged to be made a 
prisoner. “For,” he said, “I shall not be uselsss to 
you and the Roman army.” And when John asked 
him what advantage he could possibly confer upon 
the Romans and him if he was not destroyed, the 
man promised to enable him to fall upon the Goths 
while they had not the least expectation of such a 
thing. Then John said that his prayer should not 
fail to be heard, but first he must shew him the 
pastures of their horses. This too the barbarian 
agreed to do and so he went with him. And first, 
upon finding the enemy’s horses pasturing, all the 
men who happened to be on foot leaped upon their 
backs; and there was a large number of such men 
comprising some of the best troops. Next they 
advanced at full speed upon the camp of their 
opponents. And the barbarians, being unarmed 
and utterly unprepared, and terror-stricken by the 
suddenness of the attack, were most of them 
destroyed where they stood, utterly forgetful of 
their valour, and only a small number succeeded in 
escaping and made their way to Totila. , 

Then John began to console and pacify all the 
Calabrians, endeavouring to win them to loyalty to 
the emperor and promising that they would receive 
many benefits both from the emperor and from the 
Roman army. Then, departing as quickly as he could 
from Brundisium, he captured a city, Canusium ! by 
name, which is situated approximately at the centre 
of Apulia and is distant from Brundisium five days’ 
journey as one goes westward toward Rome. Twenty- 

1 Modern Canosa. 
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1 airay Maltretus: adtdy MSS. 
2 rod Haury: om. MSS. 
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five stades away from this city of Canusium is Cannae, 
where they say the Romans in early times suffered 
their great disaster at the hand of Hannibal, the o16 3.0. 
general of the Libyans. 

In that city a certain Tullianus, son of Venantius, 
a Roman who possessed great power among the 
Brutii and Lucani, came before John and made 
charges against the emperor’s army for the treatment 
they had previously meted out to the Italians, but 
he agreed that, if the army thereafter should treat 
them with some degree of consideration, he would 
hand over Bruttium and Lucania to the Romans, to 
be again subject and tributary to the emperor no 
less truly than they had been before. For it was 
not, he said, by-their own will that they had yielded 
to men who were both barbarians and Arians, but 
because they had been placed under most dire 
constraint by their opponents, and had also been 
treated with injustice by the emperor’s soldiers. 
And upon John’s declaration that thereafter the 
Italians would receive every blessing from the army, 
Tullianus went with him. Consequently the soldiers 
no longer entertained any suspicion as regards the 
Italians, but the most of the territory south of the 
Ionian Gulf had become friendly to them and subject 
to the emperor. 

But when Totila heard this, he selected three 
hundred of the Goths and sent them to Capua. 
These men he instructed that, whenever they saw 
the army of John marching thence toward Rome, 
they should simply follow him without drawing 
attention to themselves; for he himself would attend 
to the rest. In consequence of this John became 
afraid that he would fall into some trap and be 
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PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

Hlov Twa éuméon, rapa Bedtodpiov pev ovKére 
net, és dé Bosttiovs Kat Aeveavors EVO pEL. 

"Hy 6€ tus &v TorOo1s “Pextwodvdos, dvyp 
Soxipos, Ovrep 6 Tovtiras emt tH Boittiov 
ppovpa Katactnodpevos érvye, TotrOwv te Kal 
‘Pwpaiwy otpatiwtav Kal Mavpovoiwy avto- 
porwv tivas éxovta, ef 6 Edbv adtois tov Te 
Kata SKvrArAav purdter? ropOpov «cal thy tavTy 
niova, ws pute évOévde tives atraipey és Suxedlav 
Mate €x THS VyToU évtad0a KataT rely adeéaTepov 
olot Te Mat. TOUT TH oTpAaTe peTakd ‘Pyiov 
te kal BéBwvos ampoaddxntos Kal adtayyenros 3 
"Iwdvyns erimerov katémrn€é te x Tod aidvdtov 
ovdeuads adkis * adtods® weuvnpévous, Kad adrixa 
és guyny étpeve. Kat of pév és Td bpos 8 TAUTN 
avéxet, SvaBatov Te dv Kal dros Kpnuvddes, 
catepuyov, “Iwavyns d€ Siwkas te kal Edy trois 
Tohepiors €v TH avavrer yevdmuevos, ow TE opas 
avtous év tails dvaxwpiais Kkpatuvapévois® és 
Xelpas érO dy, TAElaTous wey TOY Te Mavpovolwr 
kai “Powatwy otpatiwtoy éxtevev, icyupétata 
apuvopévous, ‘Peximodvdov S& Kal Tordous Evv 
Tots Novtrots dmracw oporoyia elrev. 

“lodvyns wey tadta Siatempaypwevos adtod 
Eueve, Bertodptos S€ "Iwdvyny és del Kapadoxav 
nouxh éyevev. euéudeto te bre 8) od Sia- 
xwwduvevaas Te Kal Tois év Karin duddocover 

1 éunéon K: éuréoor L. 2 puddter L: puddin K, 
3 aitdyyedos K: dxatdyyedtos L, 
4 Gans L: &AAns GAnhs K. 5 avro’s K: om. L, 6 xparuvauevors Maltretus : kparuvopévors K,  xparuva- 
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surrounded by the enemy, and $0 discontinued his 
movement to join Belisarius, and instead marched 
into the territory of the Bruttii and Lucani. 

Now there was a certain Rhecimundus among the 
Goths, a man of note whom Totila had appointed to 
keep guard over Bruttium; he had under him some 
of the Goths as well as Roman soldiers and Moors 
who had deserted, and his instructions were to 
guard with these troops the Strait of Scylla? and 
the adjoining coast, so that no one might be able 
fearlessly to set sail from there for Sicily nor to land 
there from the island. This army was surprised by 
John, whose presence had not been reported to 
them; and he fell upon them at a point between 
Rhegium and Vevon, threw them into consternation 
by a sudden attack, utterly heedless as they were 
of their valour, and turned them immediately to 
flight. And they sought refuge by fleeing to the 
mountain which rises near by, a difficult one to 
climb and generally precipitous; but John pursued 
them and reached the steep slopes along with the 
enemy, and thus, before they had as yet secured 

their position on the rough mountain-side, he engaged 

with them and killed many of the Moors and Roman 

soldiers, though they offered a most vigorous re- 

sistance, and captured by surrender Rhecimundus 

and the Goths together with all who remained. 

After accomplishing this feat, John still continued 

to remain where he was, while Belisarius, constantly 

expecting John, remained inactive. And Belisarius 

kept reproaching him because he would not take 

the risk of meeting in battle the force on guard at 

Capua, only three hundred in number, and endeavour 

1 Messina. 
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PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

Tptakoatos odaw és yYeipas fewv ToveicOar THY 
diodov } évexelpnoe, kaitep BapBdpovs aprotivdny 
Euveireypévous Edy abt@ éyav. “Iwdvyns 8€ tHv 
todov atroyvovs él ’Amovaias éyapyoer, & Te 
xopio KepBapio xaroupévp jovyate. 

XIX 

Acioas ody Beducdptos audi trois modvopKov- 
MEvols, Wy TL aviKerToV Spdowor Tov avayKalov 
TH aropia, bt 8) TpoTw Ta émiTHdeLa és ‘Pouny 
eloxopilery Stevoeito. Kal éret divapuy afvduaxov 
Tpos ye TOdS ToAEulous ovdapuh elyev, Bare ayn 
év TH Tediw pos adtods Staxpiverbar, mpdTepov 
émrevoet TA0€. axdtous dvo écayar edpelas fevEas 
Te Kal Nav és GddAjras Evvdjcas, TUpyov EVALvOV 
éw avtais étextirarto, TONXG KabuTréptepov TaV 
Tois Tohepio év TH yepvpa Temouever. Eup- 
MeTpHadwWeEvos yap avTors és Td axpiBes éTUYXE 
TpOTEpov, Téeuas TOV of érouévwr TiWds, olmrep 
eis Tovs BapBdpovs adbtouoror dndev TO AOYO 
€aTédXovT0. Spoxwvds te Siaxoctous TEeLYErt 
Evdivois TepiBarav és TiBepw KaOjce, tmavta- 
yo0e Tay Evrivwv TELXOV TpUTHWATA ToLNnod- 
pevos, OTrws 57 BddrXewv Tods roreulous evOévde 
opiot Suvata ein. cirdv te ody Kad ra tov 
emiTndeiwy TOAAA Tois Spduwct TovTOLS evOéwevos 
TTPATLWTOV AUTOS TOV paxLuwTaToVv ewAnpov. 
otpatiwmtas S€ adddous melo’s te Kai tmmeis 
éExatépwbev év ywpious exupois tio aug tas 

1 Slodov Li: Siwtw K. 
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to make his way through, in spite of the fact that he 
had barbarians under his command who were men 
selected for their valour. But John abandoned that 
plan, and proceeded to a place in Apulia, called 
Cervarium,! where he remained in idleness. 

X1X 

Beuisartus, therefore, dreading that the besieged 
would do something desperate because of the lack 
of provisions, began to make plans to convey his 
supplies into Rome by some means or other. And 
since he plainly had no force sufficient to pit against 
the enemy, so that he could fight a decisive battle 
with them in the plain, he first arranged the following 
plan. He chose two skiffs of very unusual breadth 
and, after fastening them together and lashing them 
very firmly to one another, constructed a wooden 
tower upon them, making it much higher than those 
made by the enemy at their bridge. For he had 
previously had them accurately measured by sending 
some of his men, who, as it was made to appear, 
were going over to the barbarians as deserters. 
Next he built wooden walls upon two hundred 
swift-sailing boats and launched them in the Tiber, 
having caused openings to be made in all parts 
of the wooden walls, in order that his men might 
be able to shoot at the enemy through them. 
Finally he loaded grain and many other kinds ‘of 
provisions on these boats and manned them with his 
most warlike soldiers. He also stationed other 
troops, both infantry and cavalry, on either side 
of the river in certain strong positions near the 

1 Modern Cervaro. 
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Tod TiBépidos exBoras Ertynaev, ods 1 bn éxédevoe 
pévery Te avTov Kal, Wy TOV ToNEuL@Y TLVées er 
tov Iloprov iwor, Svaxwdvew Suvadwer TH Tao. 
tov 6€ "Joaaxny és tov dprov écayayav thy TE 
TOA Kal THY yuvaika TrapédwKe Kal el TL AAO 
évtat0a éywr éTvyyave. Kai oi érécteNre punde- 
pud evOévde pnyavn amaddadccedGat, pnd tv 
Bedtodpiov mwvOntat mpos TOV ToAEuiwY aTro- 
Awr€var, aNXXa THs puraKis és ael éyerOau, 
Ores, Hs Te opiow € evayvTiw pa UravTidon, efovow 
om Staguyovtes godnoovras. oxUpwpa yap 
ado TautTns O) THS X@pas ovdapn elyov, adda 
mavTa ofict TavTaxooe 2 rodéusa Hv. 

Adros dé és éva Tov Spopovar éo Bas tod TE 
oTOXOV myetro Kal Tas axdrous epérxery éxéXever, 
ov 57) TOV Tupyov éTUyXaveE TERTNVEHEVOS. ToD 
dé mvpyou UmepOev AéuBov tiva EOeTo, Ticans TE 
Kat Oetov Kal pntivns avuTov EUT ANT apEvos Kab 
TOV ad\Awv atdavtwy dca 5) Tod mupos Bpdots 
o€uTarn yiverOar mepuce. KaTa S€ THY érépav 
Tob Trotauod OxOny, n éorw €x tov Iloptou és 
‘Popny i iovte ev de&va,* Kat mebos TapaBeBonOrjKeu 
oTparos. mépuapas be Kal mapa Beooav Th TTpo- 
TEpala éxéXeve TH em uyevna onevy iwEépa TON 
oTPATO émeEvovTa ° Evvtapaka TA TOV Tronepioy 
oTpatoreda, omep ot Kat 7 poTepov emuarethas 
TOANEKLS 78m € eTuyxavev. anrra Béooas ov'te 7 po- 
TEpov ovTe év TAaUTN TH Bax emriTenh} Tole Ta 
errayyerropeva Eyvo. ets yap of move TL TOD 

1 ods K: ofs L. 2 mavtaxdce K: mavraxdber L. 
8 écBas K: éuBas L. * ey de%:@ Haury: om. MSS. 
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mouth of the Tiber, commanding them to remain 
at their posts and, if any of the enemy should 
threaten Portus, to prevent them with all their 
strength. But he stationed Isaac inside Portus, and 
it was to him that he entrusted both the city and 
his wife and whatever else he happened to possess 
there. And he directed himin no circumstances to 
go away from the city, not even if he learned that 
Belisarius had perished at the hand of the enemy, 
but to maintain a close and constant guard, so that, 
if any reverse should befall the Romans, they might 
have a place where they could take refuge and save 
themselves. For they held no other stronghold at 
all in that region, but the whole country in every 
direction was hostile to them. 

Then he himself embarked on one of the swift 
boats and led on the fleet, giving orders to tow the 
boats on which he had constructed the tower. Now 
he had placed on the top of the tower a little boat 
which he had caused to be filled with pitch, sulphur, 
resin, and all the other substances on which fire 
naturally feeds most fiercely. And on the other 
bank of the river—that on the right as one goes 
from Portus to Rome—a force of infantry was also 
drawn up along the stream to support him. But he 
had sent word to Bessas the day before commanding 
that on the following day he should make a sally 
with a strong force and throw the enemy’s camp 
into confusion; and indeed this was the same 
command that he had already sent him many a 
time before. But neither on previous occasions nor 
during the present battle did Bessas see fit to carry 
out his orders. For now he was the only one who 

5 éretidyra K: efidyts L. 
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attou éhédevtrT0, eel doov és ‘Pwynv of LuKerlas 
apxovres TmpoTepov eTveurpay Tols Te oTPaTLOTALS 
enapkéoovta Kal TH Sum mavti, avTos ddéiyor 
pev Kody TH SHuw adjxe, tov S& mreloTov 
Kexoulopévos él TO TOY aTpaTLWTOV oye 
anéxpuwev, duTep Tots éx Bours atrodiddpevos 1 
XenuaTov peydrov StarvecOat THY TodLopKiav 
HKioTa nOene. 

Bedioadpios pev ody Kal o ‘Pwpyalwy otddos 
Tove avarréovtes Ate Tod pevpatos odiow 
avtiatatobvtos yecav. TorOor Sé oddauh brnv- 
tiafov, GAN’ ev Tois Yapaxdpacw Hovyh emevov. 
non dé “Pwyaior dyyiota THs yedtpas yevduevor 
ppovpg Toreuiwy évétvyxor, ol? dy éf Exdtepa 
TOU ToTamod ceipas ovdnpas® éml tH dudaKF 
ereTayato, iy ov ToAA@ TpdTepov évtadOa 
évaTrobéwevos Toutiras éruyev, ex ths érépas 
Tod TiPépidos dy Ons dxpu és thy érépav eEtxvov- 
pévnv, trws dt unde bcov és rHv yédupav tévat 
of évartios evreTas Sivevta. Kal aitav Bdr- 
AovTes TOvs pev ExteLvay, Tors dé TpEYrduevot Kal 
THY ddvaoty avEenpevor evOD THs yepvpas eyopnoay. 
érre.dn Te TaXLaTA és aditHy HrOOV, Epyou eiyovTo, 
ot te BapBapos ex Tév Tipywv udvovto KapTEpw- 
tata. 10n bé Kal é« Tév Yapaxopdtor * éEava- 
oTavres emi Ti yépupay Spiuw éxopour. 

Tore 6% Bedtodpios tas axdtous, éh wv ol oO 
muUpyos TeToinTal, OS ayXoTdTw ayayov Oatépou 
TOV Todeuioy TUpyou, ds 8h érl THs KaTa Tov 

1 GrodiSduevos Haury : a&modeSouévos MSS. 
2 of: of L. ° ceipas odnpas K: ceip&a odnpd L. 
* xapaxwpdrwr L: katopOwudtwr K. 
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still had any grain left, since of ,all the grain which 
the magistrates of Sicily had previously sent to 
Rome to suffice both for the soldiers and for the 
whole population, he had let an exceedingly small 
amount go to the populace, while he had taken for 
himself the largest part on the pretext of providing 
for the soldiers and had hidden it away; and since 
he was selling this reserve to the senators at high 
prices, he by no means wished the siege to be 
broken. 

Meanwhile Belisarius and the Roman fleet were 
making their way upstream in spite of the difficulty 
caused by the adverse current. The Goths, how- 
ever, offered no opposition, but remained quietly 
in their fortified camps. But immediately upon 
coming close to the bridge, the Romans encountered 
a hostile guard; this force had been stationed on 
either side of the river to protect an iron chain 
which Totila had put in place there not long before, 
the which chain reached from one bank of the 
Tiber to the other, and its purpose was to make it 
dificult for the enemy to get even as far as the 
bridge. And they killed some of the guards with 
their missiles and turned the rest to flight, then 
lifted out the chain and went straight on toward the 
bridge. And as soon as they came up to it, they 
opened their attack, while the barbarians, shooting 
from the towers, were striving most vigorously to 
drive them back. By this time, too, the barbarians 
had started out from their fortified camps and were 
rushing to the bridge. 

Just at that moment Belisarius brought the skiffs 
on which the tower had been built as close as 
possible to one of the towers of the enemy—the 
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Tloptov 0500 ém auto * TOD ToTa“od TO Vdwp 
elo TIKEL, éxéheve Tov eu Bov opdpavras brrepOev 
Tov Tohepieov TOD TUpyou piarrew. Kat ‘Pwpaior 
bev Kata Tavra émoiouv. cuTrer av dé TO mopye 
o Eu Bos avTov Te avTixa pdda évérpnoe kal Ev 
avtT@® TdrOous dmavtas, és daxociovs pddiota 
ovTas. exavOn 6bé Kal “Oobas ouv avtois, os 
avTav Hpxe, Votdwy aravtwy LAX Lor aTos OV. 
Gaporoaytes dé 5n ‘Pwpaior Tovs é« Tay Yapakw- 
paTov émtBeBonOnkotas a Banidenys éTL MaNXov 
a) _TpOoTepov éBarndov. dé _Katamen Any wevor 
TOES Evpmrecobdaor orpeypanres Ta vOTa, as ExaoTos 
7 novvato, € €s puyyy Opynvro: THS TE yepupas 
‘Pwpatos frtovto al auTiy eweddov avtixa dra 
dtapOeipavres T poo tévat, & Te ‘Popny Ko pl 
Ger bau ovdevos &Te dytiaTarovyTos. arn’ érrel 
ovx Hv tadta Bovropévyn 7H Tox, TOV TLVOS 
plovepay * daimovev enxavn yéyorev, 1) Ta ‘Pw- 
paioy mpdyphara EpOerpe TpOT TOL@OE. 

"Ev @Ta oTpaTomeda THOE, 7 TEP éppj0n, epepeTo, 
€v TOUT TLS Hyun él movnp@ To? “Popaiwr és 
Iéprov éXOodca Tepunryyedev, @$ viK@Nn meV 
Beduo-dpvos, avédotto Sé THY ddvow, diag Betpas 
TOUS TaUTNH BapBapovs, Kal Ta andra, amep foot 
eum poo bev elpntar. ‘Ioadens dé Tadta axovcas 
OUKETL Olds TE Fv ev auto pévew, QXXA KXEOUS 

Tose HeTahaxety év omoudh eixe. Tds TE Ben- 
captou évToXas * ddoyijoas, ore TaxXLoTa és THY 
érépav TOD moramod OXOnv ariav @yeTo. Kal 
TOY oTpaTIWTaV, ovaTep évtadOa Bedtodpios 

laird K: abrod L, 2 pbovepav K: gavepay L. 
3 7@L: ray K. 4 rds—evrordds K: rav—évroday L. 
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one which stood on the road to Portus at the very 
edge of the water—and gave orders to set fire to the 
little boat and throw it on top of the enemy’s tower. 
And the Romans carried out this order. Now when 
this little boat fell upon the tower, it very quickly 
set fire to it, and not only was the tower itself 
consumed, but also all the Goths in it, to the 
number of about two hundred. And among those 
thus burned was Osdas, their commander, who was 
the most warlike of all the Goths. Whereupon the 
Romans took courage and began to discharge their 
missiles still faster than before against the barbarians 
who had come to the support of their comrades. As 
for the Goths, they were struck with consternation 
at the turn of events, and facing about rushed off in 
flight, each man as best he could. The Romans 
then began to destroy the bridge and were ready, 
after wrecking it in a twinkling, to go ahead and 
proceed into Rome with no further opposition. But, 
since this was not the will of fortune, some envious 
spirit interposed and contrived to ruin the cause 
of the Romans in the following manner. 

While the two armies were engaged in the opera- 
tions just described, meantime a report fraught with 
ill for the Romans reached Portus and the tidings 
spread that Belisarius was victorious and had taken 
up the chain after destroying the barbarians at that 
point, and all the rest which I have told above. 
Now when Isaac heard this, he could no longer 
contain himself, but was eager to have a hand in 
that glorious victory. So, disregarding the instruc- 
tions of Belisarius, he was off as quickly as possible 
to the other side of the river. And he took with 
him a hundred horsemen from among the troops 
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KaTagTng apevos eruxev, immets em aryopevos éxaTov 
érl TO TAY TONE MLOV Napakapa ipavvev, ov 
“Povdépiyos PXEYs avnp aryabos Ta Toe uta. 
érreh wv Te €x TOU ai pvidiov Tots éxetvn BapBdpors 
addous Té Twas 1 Kat ‘Povdépryov bmavtidcavra 
émrnkev. ob d€ To78ou evOvs AuTrOVTES TO oTparo- 
medov UmTeywopnoav,  TAHOoS Torepiwy vo0- 
Tomnoavtes aupl tov “loadkny dricGev eivat, 7) 
Tovs évavtious é€ataTa@vtTes, STws 61 aUTOUS, 
dmep éyéveTo, éXeiv SUvwvTat. 

Oi pev ody Evy TO “Ioaaky eicdvcavtes 2 és TO 
TOV mohepleov NapaKopa TOV TE &pryupov domEp 
évTavda éxerto Kal Ta andra. YX pnmara jpma cov. 
dvaotpéparres dé avrixa ot Tot@ot modXovs pev 
KTelvouct TOV évavtiwy, CavtTa bé "loadKny Edy 

ETépols TLalv Ov TOANOLs ElAOD. Heovtés TE imaets 
Tapa * Beduodpvov Spopmep ayyédXovow bre 81) 
€YOLTO TpOs TAP Tohepiov ‘Ioaaxns. Bedtoaptos 
dé KataThayels ols TKN KEL Kal ov Stepevvnod- 
pEVvos omrola ToTé pnyavy ‘Toadnns aren, GNX’ 

oldmevos Tov Te Iloptov cat tHv yuvaixa 2 amo- 
Awrévat Kal dravta duepOapbar cpio Ta mpary- 
para, aAXOo TE ovdev arroneneipOau o oxvpopa, O7roL 
av cataduyovres > TO Aoumov o@fowTo, € €s adaciay 
ep eT TO KEV ov syeyoues: auTe 7 poTepov TovTO ye. 
d10 6 Kata TAXOS omliow auntie TO otpatevpa, 
as emi no opevos ev arakrots ° éte Tols TONE [LOLS 
oval, dvac wo duevos dé Taon bX TO Yo ptov. 

Odtw pév 0 ‘Papaiwy orpatos évOévde drpaktor 

1 &@Adous té Twas L: om. K. 
2 cigdicavres Li: dSeloavres K. 
Breas ieee eae mapa K: kara L. 
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which Belisarius had stationed there, and advanced 
against the enemy’s stockade, which was commanded 
by Ruderic, a capable warrior. Then-he made a 
sudden assault upon the barbarians in the camp and 
smote a certain number of them, including Ruderic 
who had come out against him. The Goths, for 
their part, immediately abandoned the camp and 
withdrew, either because they supposed that Isaac 
had a very large hostile force in the rear, or by way 
of deceiving their opponents so that they might be 
able to capture them, as actually happened. 

So Isaac’s men penetrated the hostile camp, and 
began to plunder the silver which lay there and 
the other valuables. But the Goths immediately 
returned and slew many of their opponents, but 
took Isaac alive along with some few others. Horse- 
men then hastened to Belisarius and reported that 
Isaac was in the hands of the enemy. Belisarius 
was thunderstruck at what he heard, and, without 
investigating in what manner Isaac could have been 
captured, but thinking that both Portus and his wife 
were lost and that complete disaster had fallen upon 
the Romans, in that no other stronghold remained 
where they could now take refuge and save them- 
selves, he fell into a state of speechlessness, an 
experience which he had never had before. It was 
for this reason that he hastily withdrew his forces to 
the rear, with the intention of attacking the enemy 
while they were still in disorder and recovering the 
town at all costs. 

So the Roman army withdrew from the bridge 

& yuvaika Ki: yuvaika adrod L. 
5 xatapuydvres Li: karadumdvtes K. 
8 araxtos K: a&rapackevoas L. 
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dvexopne ar. év 6€ TO Ilopre yevopevos Bens- 
rapvos, THY te “Ioadkov paviav yvo Kab THS ov 
déov of avT@ EvpBaons TAPAXNS oGero, TO TE 
Tis TUXNS EVAVTLO MATL repewduvos yeyoues évocel 
TO TOMA. TupEeTos yap ETUYEVOMEVOS és ypovou 
bKOS Ureppvas Te avTov jvia Kal és Kivduvov 
Oavatou Hyev. Hpuépaw dé dvoiv vatepov ‘Pou- 
depixe TE EvvéBn TENEUTHT AL TOV Biov Kal 0 
Toutiras mepradynoas Th Evppopa tov “loaaknv 
dé Oeupe. 

XX 

Béooas te Tov otrov ere Ha dov am ew Tr oh@v 
em AOUTEL, mpuTavevovons avT@ Tas TEAS THS Tov 
Seopeveny avayKns. Kal dros! els péprmvay THY 
mept tabdTa eoTrovdaKas ovte duAakns TOU Tepl- 
Borouv ovte aAXov OToOVOdY acpareias ” mépt 
CTEMENEITO, ANAA AVATETTWKEVAL MEV TOV TTpA- 
TLOTODV TOS ye BovrAopevors €EHV, HuAaKTHpLOV SE 
Od YOU Tiv@v év Tois Telxeow iv, Kal TovTO é 

darn edn pevov @S pddtcTa. ols yap ael THY 
pudakny emieta Oar EvvéBarve, TON? é€oucia Tov 
Kabevoev éyiveto, émel ovdels avdtois epetaTyKet, 
édatis dv Kal NOyor Twa Tov ToOLOVTOU TroLOITO: 
ovdé TrepiovTes TWves KUKAM TOV TrEPLBOwD, HITrEp 
elo@Oer, Svepevvacbat tos pvAakas 6 Ti ToTE 
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1 dros L: baAws K. 
2 aopadrelas K: om. L. 
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without accomplishing its object. But when Beli- 
sarius reached Portus, he learned of the madness of 
Isaac and perceived that his own excitement had been 
without reason ; whereupon he was so overcome with 
sorrow at this adversity of fortune that he fell sick. 
For a fever came on which by its long continuance 
harassed him sorely and brought him into danger 
of death. Two days later it came about that Ruderic 
died, and Totila, being exceedingly grieved at his 
loss, put Isaac to death. 

XX 

Meanwuite Bessas continued to. grow more wealthy 
than ever by retailing his grain, since his prices were 
fixed by the necessity of those who wanted it. And 
since he was entirely wrapped up in his concern for 
this traffic, he neither paid heed to the defence of 
the walls nor concerned himself with any other 
measures for security whatsoever, but any of the 
soldiers who so wished were allowed to neglect 
their duties; and meanwhile there was only an 
insignificant garrison on the walls, and even this 
received very little attention. For those who 
chanced from day to day to be assigned to guard 
duty were freely permitted to sleep, since no one 
was put in command of them who might possibly 
take some notice of such an act; nor did any officers 
consent to go the rounds of the fortifications, as had 
been customary, and inspect the guards to see what 
they were doing, and furthermore not one of the 
citizens was able to assist them in keeping guard; 
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for an exceedingly small number, as I have said, 
were left in the city and these were wasted to the 
last degree by the famine. 

Thus it came about that four Isaurians who were 
keeping guard by the Asinarian Gate did as follows: 
having waited carefully for that part of the night 
during which it always fell to the lot of the soldiers 
next them to sleep while the guarding of that 
portion of the wall devolved upon them, they 
fastened ropes to the battlement long enough to 
reach down to the ground, and laying hold of these 
with both hands got outside the fortifications; then 
they went before Totila and agreed to receive him 
and the Gothic army into the city; for, as they 
declared, they were able to do this without any 
trouble. And Totila promised that he would be 
exceedingly grateful to them if they made good 
these promises and that he would put them in 
possession of great sums of money; he then sent 
with them two of his men to look over the place 
from which these men claimed that the Goths could 
effect an entrance into the city. So this party came 
up beside the wall and, laying hold of the ropes, 
ascended to the battlement, where not a man 
uttered a sound or observed what was going on. 
So when they reached the top, the Isaurians shewed 
the barbarians everything, namely that those who 
wished to ascend would meet with no obstacle, and 
that after they had come up they would have 
complete freedom of action, meeting as they would 
with not the least resistance ; then, after bidding 
them carry this report to Totila, they sent them 
away. 

Now when Totila heard this report, he was, in a 
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way, pleased at the intelligence, but, notwith- 
standing this, he felt a suspicion as regards the 
Isaurians and was not inclined to place very much 
confidence in them. Not many days later these 
men came to him again, urging him to undertake 
the enterprise. Totila thereupon sent two other 
men with them, with instructions that they too 
should make a thorough investigation of the whole 
situation and bring back a report. And these men, 
upon returning to him, made a report in all respects 
like that of those previously sent. But during this 
time a large force of Roman soldiers, who were out 
on a reconnoitering expedition, charged upon ten 
Goths walking along a road not far from the city, 
and they took them prisoners and_straightway 
brought them before Bessas. And he enquired 
of these barbarians what Totila’s purpose really 
was; and the Goths said that he was in hopes that 
some of the Isaurians would deliver the city to him: 
for the story had already become known to many of 
the barbarians. But even when Bessas and Conon 
heard this, they treated the matter with great 
unconcern and took no heed of the report. And 
a third time the Isaurians came into the presence 
of Totila and tried to induce the man to do the 
deed. So he sent with them a number of men and 
among them one related to him by blood, and they, 
upon returning to him, reported the whole situation 
and encouraged him to proceed. 

Totila, then, as soon as night came on, put his 
whole force under arms in silence and led them up 
near the Asinarian Gate. And he commanded four 
men who were conspicuous among the Goths for 

5 axdvrwy suggested by Haury : jxovras MSS. 
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1 meAéxeot MSS. : cdhpy» Suidas. 
® ep L and Suidas: bmep K. 
* EvuBatvy Dindorf from an inferior MS. : EvuBalver KL, 
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their bravery and strength to climb up the ropes 
with the Isaurians to the battlements, during that 
part of the night, of course, in which the guarding 
of that portion of the wall fell to the Isaurians 
while the others were taking their turn at sleeping. 
And when these men got inside the fortifications, 
they descended to the Asinarian Gate without 
meeting any opposition ; there they shattered with 
axes both the wooden beam with which the Romans 
customarily made the gates fast by fitting it into 
recesses in the wall on either side, and also all the 
ironwork into which the guards always inserted their 
keys to shut the gates or open them according to the 
need of the moment. Thenthey swung the gates open, 
just as they wished to do, and without any trouble 
received Totila and the Gothic army into the city. 

But Totila collected his men there in one place 
and would not allow them ‘to scatter at all, for he 
feared that they would fall into some ambush set by 
the enemy. And tumult and confusion, as was 
natural, fell upon the city, and the most of the 
Roman soldiers were fleeing with their commanders 
through another gate, each one taking whatever 
course he found easy to follow, while only a few 
with the rest of the Romans were taking refuge in 
the sanctuaries. Among the patricians Decius ‘and 
Basilius, in company with a few others (for horses 
happened to be at hand for them) succeeded in 
escaping with Bessas. But Maximus, Olyvrius, 
Orestes, and some others fled to the church of the 
Apostle Peter.1 Among the common people, how- 
ever, it so fell out that only five hundred men had 

1 The Basilica commenced by Constantine, on the site of 
St. Peter’s. 
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5iépOerpov L Siepuyoy K. 1 

2 xXpioriava@v K: Tod xpiorov L. 
3 naytl te tpdrw Li: mavti te K, ravrn te Vj. 
4 ixeclav K: fxeretay L. 
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been left throughout the whole city, and these with 
difficulty found refuge in the sanctuaries. For all 
the rest of the population were gone, some having 
departed to other lands and some having been 
carried off by the famine, as I have stated above. 
Now many persons during that night kept reporting 
to Totila that both Bessas and the enemy were 
fleeing. But he, saying the report they had given 
was a pleasing one, would not permit a pursuit. 
“For what could be sweeter for a man,’ he said, 
“than a fleeing enemy?” 

When it was already day and there was now no 
suspicion left of any ambush, Totila, for his part, 
went to the church of the Apostle Peter to pray, 
but the Goths began to slay those who fell in their 
way. And in this manner there perished among the 
soldiers twenty-six, and among the people sixty. 
And when Totila had come to the sanctuary, 
Pelagius came before him carrying the Christian 
scriptures in his hand, and, making supplication 
in every manner possible, said “Spare thine own, 
O Master.” And Totila, mocking him with a 
haughty air of indifference, said “Now at last, 
Pelagius, you have come to make yourself a sup- 
pliant before me.’ “Yes” replied Pelagius, “at 
a time when God has made me your slave. Nay, 
spare your slaves, O Master, from now on.” And 
Totila received this supplication with favour and 
forbade the Goths thereafter to kill any Roman 
at all, but he permitted them, while setting aside 

_ for him the most valuable of the property, to have 
unrestricted authority to plunder all the rest for 
themselves, 

5 eydiaOpumrduevos Vy, Scaliger: évdiadpimrws KL. 
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mepieorn K: wepijy L. 
mpoteuevy K: mporervouevn L. 
bBploda K: bBptCecda L. wo noe 
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Now he found much of value in the houses of 
patricians, but most of all in the house where Bessas 
had lodged. For that ill-starred wretch had been 
only collecting for Totila the outrageous sums 
which, as set forth above, he had charged for the 
grain. And thus the Romans in general, and 
particularly the members of the senate, found 
themselves reduced to such straits that they clothed 
themselves in the garments of slaves and rustics, 
and lived by begging bread or any other food from 
their enemies; a very notable example of this 
change of fortune being that of Rusticiana, the 
daughter of Symmachus, who had been wife of 
Boethius, a woman who was always lavishing her 
wealth upon the needy. Indeed these wretches 
went about to all the houses and kept knocking 
at the doors and begging that they give them food, 
feeling no shame in doing so. 

Now the Goths, on their part, were eager to put 
Rusticiana to death, bringing against her the charge 
that after bribing the commanders of the Roman 
army, she had destroyed the statues of Theoderic, 
her motive in so doing having been to avenge the 
murder not only of her father Symmachus, but also 
of her husband Boethius. But Totila would not 
permit her to suffer any harm, but he guarded 
both her and all the other women safe from insult, 
although the Goths were extremely eager to have 
intercourse with them. Consequently not one of 
them had the ill fortune to suffer personal insult, 
whether married, unwed, or widow, and Totila won 
great renown for moderation from this course. 
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1 7H modvaoyla Li: tT dAoyia K. 
2 brdwy K: &dAdAwy L, 

1 Cf. Book IV. xxvii. 38, note. 

334 



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VII. xxi. 1-6 

XXI 

On the day following the capture Totila gathered 
all the Goths together and spoke as follows: 
*‘Fellow-soldiers, it is not with the purpose of 
making to you any new or unknown exhortation 
that I have brought you together in this place, 
but in order to say those very things which I have 
often said to you, and which you for your part have 
heeded with the result that the greatest of blessings 
have fallen to your lot. Do not, therefore, on this 
account regard this present exhortation as of little 
moment. For when words lead to good fortune, 
men ought not to feel surfeit of them, even though 
the speaker seem to wear out his hearers with much 
speaking; for they cannot reasonably reject the 
benefit gained from such words. Now what I would 
say is this: only yesterday, as it were, we assembled 
a host of two hundred thousand most warlike soldiers, 
we had at our disposal enormous wealth, and could 
display a lavish abundance of both horses and arms, 
we had a numerous company of mature men of 
the greatest discretion—a circumstance considered 
most advantageous for those entering upon a war 
and yet, with all this in our favour, we were van- 
quished by five thousand Greeklings,t and for no 
good reason were stripped of our power and every- 
thing else that was ours. But now it has been 
our fortune, though reduced to a small number, 
destitute of arms and in pitiable plight and without 
any experience at all, to gain the mastery over an 
enemy more than twenty thousand strong. Our 
experience, then, to put it in a word, has been such 
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as I have described. But the causes of this outcome, 
though you know them full well, I must now state 
to you. The Goths in earlier times paid less heed 
to justice than to any other thing, and treated each 
other and their Roman subjects as well in an unholy 
manner; wherefore God was then moved to take 
the field against them on the side of their enemies. 
And so, although we were far superior to our 
opponents in number and in valour and in the 
general equipment for war, we were defeated by a 
power which was invisible and quite uncompre- 
hended. It will therefore rest with you to guard 
your blessings—manifestly by continuing to observe 
justice. Vor if you change your course, God too 
will instantly change His favour and become hostile 
to you. For it is not His wont to fight with a race 
of men or a particular nation, but with such as shew 
the greater honour to justice. And for Him it is no 
labour to transfer his blessings from one people to the 
other. For whereas only to refrain from wrong-doing 
inheres in the will of man, God by His very nature 
has all things in His power. I say, therefore, that 
you must observe justice strictly both in your dealings 
with each other and with your subjects; for it 
would amount to the same thing to tell you to 
preserve your good fortune for ever.” 

After Totila had made this speech before the 
Goths, he likewise called together the members 
of the Roman senate, and reproached and abused 
them at length, saying that, although they had 

§ buas K corr., L: juas K. pr. m. 
? éxanioey Ks émitwOdCov éxdnioey L, 
8 ot K: os L. 
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1 era K: om. L. 2 és K: és robs L. 
3 YSorev K: efSov L. £ fuuBatvor K: EvpBain L. 

1 Cf. Book IV. xxvii. 38, note. 
2Ct chap. 1. 32. 
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received many benefits from both Theoderic and 
Atalaric, in that they themselves had always been 
appointed to the chief offices throughout the kingdom 
and had thus administered the government, and had, 
furthermore, amassed vast wealth, still they had 
acted with such ingratitude toward the Goths, their 
benefactors, that, regardless of their obligations, 
they had planned a revolt to their own harm, and 
brought in the Greeks! to attack their fatherland, 
thus turning traitors to themselves on the impulse of 
the moment. Then, after enquiring whether they 
had ever suffered any personal harm at the hands 
of the Goths, he compelled them to state whether 
any good thing came to them from the Emperor 
Justinian, reviewing all that had happened in order: 
first, they had, he said, been stripped of practically 
all the offices; second, they had been maltreated by 
the logothetes,? as they were called, in that they 
had been compelled to settle accounts for their 
treatment of the Goths during their official careers ; 
and, third, although they were in dire straits on 
account of the war, they were paying the Greeks 
not a whit less in public taxes than in times of 
peace. And he included many other things too 
in his speech, such things as an angry master might 
be expected to say in upbraiding men who have 
become his slaves. Then he set before them 
Herodian and the Isaurians who had handed over 
the city to him, and said: “You, who have been 
reared together with the Goths, have not up to 
the present day seen fit to surrender to us even 
one empty town, but these men have received us 
into Rome itself and Spolitium. By this action you 
have been reduced to the rank of household slaves, 
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1 axovovres K: axovoaytes L. re Haury: 5¢ K, om. L. 
3 ee) Mepabqeevat K: Pid bed L. 
4 ciwmray éyvoxa K: nal 7d may éyvwxas L. 
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while these men, seeing that they have really 
proved themselves friends and kinsmen of the 
Goths, will hold your offices hereafter.”” Now when 
the patricians heard this, they sat in silence. But 
Pelagius began to plead with Totila for them as 
men who had suffered reverse and misfortune, and 
would not let him go until he made them a promise 
of kind treatment and thus sent them away. 

After this he sent Pelagius and one of the Roman 
orators, Theodorus by name, as envoys to the Em- 
peror Justinian, having bound them by most solemn 
oaths that they would remain loyal to him and 
would make every effort to return to Italy as 
quickly as possible. And he instructed them to 
exert themselves to the utmost to secure peace for 
him from the emperor, in order, as he said, that he, 
for his part, might not be compelled to raze Rome 
entirely to the ground, to destroy the members of 
the senate, aud to carry the war into Illyricum. 
And he also wrote a letter to the Emperor Justinian. 
Now the emperor had already heard of what had 
taken place in Italy. But when later on the envoys 
came before him, they delivered the message which 
Totila had instructed them to bring and put the 
letter into his hands. 

Now the contents of the letter were as follows: 
“As to what has transpired in the city of Rome, 
since I suppose thou hast learned everything, I 
have decided to remain silent. But as to the 
purpose for which I have sent these envoys, thou 
shalt straightway be informed. We demand that 
thou, for thy part, take to thyself the advantages 

5 gitixa elon K: ratra eiow L. 
8 Koda K: ayade L, 
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1 mpooteo@a: Hoeschel in marg.: mpolec@a: MSS. 
a todd te K: rodro tore L. 
3 airoxpdtopa—Bedsodproy K: adtoxpdrwp—BeArodpios Li. 

342 



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VII. xxi. 22-xxii. 3 

which flow from peace and also grant them to us. 
These advantages are recalled and exemplified most 
admirably in the lives of Anastasius and Theoderic, 
who ruled as kings not long ago, and filled their 
whole reigns with peace and prosperity. And if 
this same condition should perchance please thee, 
thou wouldst properly be called my father, and thou 
wilt also have us hereafter as allies against whom- 
soever thou mayest wish to use us.” When the 
Emperor Justinian saw this letter thus brought to 
him, and heard all the words of the envoys, he 
dismissed them instantly, giving them only this 
reply and writing it to Totila, that he had made 
Belisarius supreme commander in the war, and that 
he, consequently, had full power to make such 
settlement with Totila as he wished. 

XXII 

Bur while these envoys were travelling to By- 
zantium and returning to Italy, the following events 
took place in Lucania. Tullianus gathered the 
rustics of that region and set a guard upon the 
pass (a very narrow one) which gives access to 
the district, with the purpose of preventing the 
enemy from entering to devastate the land of 
Lucania. And three hundred Antae also were help- 
ing them to keep guard, men whom John had left 
there previously, as it happened, at the request of 
Tullianus; for these barbarians excel all others in 

4 $mws BovAoiro L: ban BobaAcoOu K. ; 
5 és BuCdyriov Comparetti: Bu¢dytyov K, én BoCavrtov ibe 
6 éy Aeveavots K: évom. L, 
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their ability to fight on rough ground. When Totila 
learned this, though he considered it inexpedient to 
assign Goths to the task, he gathered a multitude 
of rustics, and sent them with a very few Goths, 
with orders to try with all their strength to force 
the pass. When these two forces engaged in battle, 
a violent struggle ensued, each side striving to force 
the other back, but the Antae by their valour, and 
also because the very roughness of the ground was 
to their advantage, together with the rustics under 
Tullianus turned their opponents to flight; and a 
great number of them were slaughtered. 

But when Totila learned this, he decided first to 
raze Rome to the ground, and then, while leaving 
the most of his army in that neighbourhood, to 
march with the rest against John and the Lucanians. 
Accordingly he tore down the fortifications in many 
places so that about one third of the defences were 
destroyed. And he was on the point also of burning 
the finest and most noteworthy of the buildings and 
making Rome a sheep-pasture, but Belisarius learned 
of his design and sent envoys with a letter to him. 
When these envoys came before Totila, they stated 
why they had come and delivered the letter, which 
conveyed the following. 

“ While the creation of beauty in a city which has 
not been beautiful before could only proceed from 
men of wisdom who understand the meaning of 
civilization, the destruction of beauty which already 
exists would be naturally expected only of men who 
lack understanding, and who are not ashamed to 
leave to posterity this token of their character. 

4 réAdews KH: aércwv L. 
> alcxuvomevous KH: aicxuvomévey L. 
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Now among all the cities under the sun Rome is 

agreed to be the greatest and the most noteworthy. 
For it has not been created by the ability of one 
man, nor has it attained such greatness and beauty 
by a power of short duration, but a multitude of 
monarchs, many companies of the best men, a great 
lapse of time, and an extraordinary abundance of 
wealth have availed to bring together in that city all 
other things that are in the whole world, and skilled 
workers besides.. Thus, little by little, have they 
built the city, such as you behold it, thereby leaving 
to future generations memorials of the ability of 
them all, so that insult to these monuments would 
properly be considered a great crime against the 
men of all time; for by such action the men of 
former generations are robbed of the memorials of 
their ability, and future generations of the sight 
of their works. Such, then, being the facts of the 
case, be well assured of this, that one of two things 
must necessarily take place: either you will be 
defeated by the emperor in this struggle, or, should 
it so fall out, you will triumph over him. Now, in 
the first place, supposing you are victorious, if you 
should dismantle Rome, you would not have de- 
stroyed the possession of some other man, but your 
own city, excellent Sir, and, on the other hand, if 
you preserve it, you will naturally enrich yourself 
by a possession the fairest of all ; but if, in the second 
place, it should perchance fall to your lot to ex- 
perience the worse fortune, in saving Rome you 
would be assured of abundant gratitude on the part 
of the victor, but by destroying the city you will 
make it certain that no plea for mercy will any 
longer be left to you, and in addition to this you 
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will have reaped no benefit from the deed. Further- 
more, a reputation that corresponds with your conduct 
will be your portion among all men, and it stands 
waiting for you according as you decide either way. 
For the quality of the acts of rulers determines, 
of necessity, the quality of the repute which they 
win from their acts.” Such was the letter of 
Belisarius. 

And Totila, after reading it over many times and 
coming to realize accurately the significance of the 
advice, was convinced and did Rome no further 
harm. So he sent a statement of his decision to 
Belisarius and immediately dismissed the envoys. 
And he commanded the main body of the army to 
make camp not far from Rome at the town of 
Algedon,! which is about one hundred and twenty 
stades distant from the city toward the west, and 
to remain quietly there, in order that the troops of 
Belisarius might have no freedom to go anywhere 
outside Portus; but with the rest of the army he 
himself marched against John and the Lucanians. 
As for the Romans, however, he kept the members 
of the senate with him, while all the others together 
with their wives and children he sent into Campania, 
refusing to allow a single soul in Rome, but leaving 
it entirely deserted. 

When John learned that Totila was marching 
against him, he refused to remain longer in Apulia, 
but went hastily to Dryus. Now those patricians 
who were being taken into Campania sent certain 
of their domestics into Lucania, by direction of 
Totila, and bade their tenants abandon their 

1 Perhaps Mt. Algidus (modern Ceraso), though this lies 
east, not west, of Rome and is remote from Portus. 
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present machinations, and till the fields as they 
were accustomed ; for, the message announced, they 
would have the property of their masters. So they 
detached themselves from the Roman army, and 
remained quietly on the land; whereupon Tullianus 
made off in flight, and the three hundred Antae 
decided to follow John in his retreat. In this way 
the whole territory south of the Ionian Gulf, with 
the exception of Dryus, became once more subject 
to the Goths and Totila. And the barbarians by 
this time were filled with confidence and, scattering 
in small bands, began to overrun the whole country 
round about. When John learned this, he sent a 
numerous force of his men against them. And this 
force, falling unexpectedly upon the enemy, killed 
a large number. And Totila, as a result of this 
experience, became cautious and gathered all his 
troops together in the neighbourhood of Mt. 
Garganon,! which rises near the centre of Apulia, 
and encamping in the fortified enclosure of Hannibal 
the Libyan, he remained quiet. 

XXIII 

Ar this time one of the men who had fled from 
Rome with Conon while the city was being captured 
—he was named Martinianus, a Byzantine by birth— 
came before Belisarius and asked permission to go 
to the enemy, pretending to be a deserter, and he 
promised to render the Romans a great service; and 
since this met with the approval of Belisarius, he 

1 Modern Gargano. 
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went off. Now when Totila saw him, he was ex- 
ceedingly pleased. For he heard that the youth 
had won fame in single combats, and he had also 
seen him many times. And since the man had two 
children and his wife among the captives, Totila 
immediately restored to him his wife and one of 
the children, but the other he continued to guard 
as a hostage, and sent Martinianus to Spolitium 
with a few others. 

Now it so happened that when the Goths captured 
Spolitium by the surrender of Herodian, they had 
indeed razed the whole circuit-wall of the city to 
the ground, but they had thoroughly walled up the 
entrances of the structure in front of the city, which 
served for the keeping of wild animals and has come 
to be called an amphitheatre, and had established in 
it a garrison both of Goths and of Roman deserters, 
for the purpose of guarding the country round about. 
So when Martinianus had come to Spolitium, he suc- 
ceeded in winning the friendship of fifteen soldiers, 
whom he persuaded to return to the Roman army 
after first accomplishing some great exploit against 
the barbarians. And he also sent some men to 
the commander of the garrison in Perusia, bidding 
him send an army to him at Spolitium with all 
possible speed, and explaining to him the whole 
situation. Now the garrison in Perusia was at that 
time commanded by Odalgan, a Hun, Cyprian having 
been treacherously removed from the world, as has 
been stated above,! by one of his own bodyguards. 
And he came himself with an army to Spolitium. 

1 Cf. chap. xii. 20. 

4 otomep avémebe K: rovrovs avéreoe L. 
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Then, when Martinianus ascertained that this army 
was close at hand, he in company with the fifteen 
soldiers suddenly slew the commander of the garrison 
and, opening the gates, received all the Romans 
into the fortress. And the most of the enemy they 
slew, but they made some prisoners and brought 
them before Belisarius. 

Shortly after this Belisarius conceived the idea of 
going up to Rome and seeing into what condition it 
had fallen. So he selected a thousand of his soldiers 
and with them went to the city. But a man of 
Rome went in haste to the enemy who were in camp 
at Algedon, and reported the presence of Belisarius’ 
army. So the barbarians occupied the district in 
front of Rome with several ambuscades, and, when 
they saw that the force of Belisarius had come close 
upon them, they rose from their places of ambush 
and attacked them. Thereupon a fierce battle en- 
sued, in which the Romans by their valour routed 
their enemy, and, after destroying the most of them, 
they withdrew immediately to Portus. Such was 
the course of events at Rome. 

There is a city on the coast of Calabria called 
Tarentum, about two days’ journey distant from 
Dryus, on the road from there to Thurii and Rhegium. 
Thither John came with a few men, at the invitation 
of the Tarentines, having established the rest of his 
command as a garrison in Dryus. And when he saw 

3 radra pev oby THde exdpnoev L: om. K. B xdpn 
4 abroy K: abray L. 
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1 Qardoons K: ris Oaddoons L. 
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that this city was exceedingly large and entirely 
without defences, he thought that he would be 
utterly unable to defend the whole of it; but he 
observed that the sea to the north of the city formed 
a bay on either side of a very narrow strip of land, 
where the port of Tarentum is situated, and thus 
the space between the bays naturally forms an isth- 
mus for a distance of not less than twenty stades ; 
so he formed the following plan. He cut off from 
the rest of the city that portion which lay on the 
isthmus, and enclosed it by means of a wall extending 
from one bay to the other and along the wall he dug 
a deep trench. There he collected not only: the 
Tarentines but also all the inhabitants of the sur- 
rounding country, and he left them a garrison of 
considerable size. In this way all the Calabrians 
were now in a secure position and they consequently 
purposed to revolt from the Goths. Such was the 
course of events in this quarter. 

Totila, for his part, occupied a very strong fortress 
in Lucania, situated close to the boundaries of 
Calabria, called Acherontis by the Romans; and after 
establishing there a garrison of not less than four 
hundred men, he himself with the rest of his army 
marched against Ravenna, leaving in Campania some 
of the barbarians, who were charged with the guard- 
ing of Roman prisoners, the members of the senate 
being in that place. 

XXIV 

Ar that time Belisarius conceived a daring and far- 
seeing plan, which in the beginning indeed appeared 
insane to those who first saw and heard of his actions, 
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but its outcome proved to be a splendid achievement 
of marvellous importance. For he sallied forth, 
leaving behind only a few of his soldiers to keep 
guard in Portus, and went himself with the rest of 
his army to Rome, with the intention of trying with 
all his strength to establish himself in possession of 
the city. And since he was unable in a short time 
to rebuild all the portions of the wall which Totila 
had torn down, he did as follows. Gathering stones 
which lay close by, he threw them one on top of the 
other, regardless of order, without putting anything 
at all between the stones, since he had neither lime 
nor anything else of the sort, but caring only that 
the face of the masonry should be preserved, and he 
set a great quantity of stakes on the outside. Now 
he had previously, as it happened, dug deep trenches 
around the entire circuit-wall, as stated in the pre- 
vious narrative.! And since the whole army carried 
out this work with unbounded enthusiasm, in twenty- 
five days such parts of the fortifications as had been 

torn down had been finished in this manner. And 

all the Romans who lived in the neighbourhood 

gathered in the city, both because of their desire to 

make their homes in Rome, and also because they 

had for a time been scantily supplied with provisions 

and they found abundance there; for Belisarius 

had been able to bring this about by loading a great 

number of boats with all manner of provisions and 
bringing them up to Rome by the river. 

When Totila heard this, he immediately set his 

whole army in motion and marched against Belisarius 

1 Cf. Book V. xiv. 15. 

4 Sounv K: modu L. 
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and Rome, before Belisarius had as yet been able to 
fit the gates to the wall. For it so happened that 
Totila had destroyed them all, and Belisarius had 
not up to that time succeeded in having gates built 
because of the lack of artisans. And when the bar- 
barian army came near the city, they made camp 
for the moment and bivouacked on the bank of the 
Tiber, but on the following day at sunrise they 
advanced, filled with great fury and shouting as 
they came, to a position before the walls. But 
Belisarius had selected the most warlike of his 
soldiers and stationed them in the open gateways, 
commanding the rest to stand above and ward off 
the assailants from the wall with all their force. So 
a fierce battle ensued; for the barbarians, on their 
part, at first entertained the hope that they would 
capture the city at the first shout, but since the 
attempt proved difficult, and the Romans offered a 
most vigorous resistance, they gave way to rage and 
began to press upon the foe, their fury inspiring 
them to daring beyond their strength. The Romans, 
meanwhile, resisted with unexpected determination, 
the danger naturally arousing them to bravery. 
Consequently a great slaughter of the barbarians 
took place, since they were being shot at from a 
high position, and both armies were becoming very 
weary and distressed; and the battle, which had 
begun in the morning, ended at night. There- 
upon the barbarians repaired to their camps 
and passed the night there, caring for their wounded ; 
as for the Romans, some were keeping guard on the 
wall, while others, who were the men most con- 

3 éxdrepo. K: 7a orparevpara Exdrepa L. 
4 trevra Ki: éret te tvpverndracey Hy L. 
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spicuous of all for their bravery, were guarding the 
open gateways in relays, having placed ¢tribol in great 
numbers in front of them, so that the enemy might 
not make a surprise attack upon them. 

Now these triboli! are of the following sort. Four 
spikes of equal length are fastened together at their 
butts in such a manner that their points form the 
outline of a triangle on every side. These they throw 
at random upon the ground, and because of their 
form three of the spikes all plant themselves very 
firmly upon the ground, while the remaining one 
stands up alone and always proves an obstacle for 
both men and horses. And as often as anybody 
rolls over one of these ¢riboli, the spike which 
hitherto has chanced to stand up straight in the air 
becomes planted on the ground, but another one 
takes its place above, as an obstacle to those who 
wish to advance to the attack. Such are the 
tribol. So both sides bivouacked thus after the 
battle. 

On the following day Totila decided to storm the 
wall again with his whole army, and the Romans 
proceeded to ward them off in the manner described ; 
and gaining the upper hand in the engagement, 
they plucked up courage to make a sally against 
their enemy. And as the barbarians retreated, some 
of the Romans, in pursuing them, went to a con- 
siderable distance from the fortifications. These the 
barbarians were on the point of surrounding, so that 
they might be unable to return to the city. But 
Belisarius, noting what was taking place, sent a 
large number of his men to that point and thus suc- 

1 Caltrops ; used, for example, at Bannockburn. 
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3 érpamovto K: Paice L. 
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ceeded in rescuing the force. After being repulsed 
in this way the barbarians withdrew, having lost 
many of their able fighting men, and bringing with 
them a great number of wounded to their camp. 
There they remained quiet, caring for their wounds 
and attending to their arms, many of which had 
now been destroyed, and putting everything else in 
readiness. 
Many days later they again advanced against the 

wall with the purpose of storming it. But the 
Romans came out to meet them and joined battle. 
And by some chance the man who was bearing the 
standard of Totila received a mortal wound and not 
only fell from his horse himself, but also threw the 
standard to the ground. Whereupon those of the 
Romans who were fighting at the front made a rush 
with the intention of seizing the standard and the 
corpse. But the most courageous of the barbarians 
got there first, seized the standard, and also cut off 
the left hand of the corpse and took it with them. 
For the fallen man was wearing upon this hand a 
notable bracelet of gold, over which they were 
quite unwilling that their opponents should exult, 
and they sought thus to avoid the disgrace which 
its loss would involve. Then the barbarian army 
was turned to retreat in complete disorder, while 
the Romans despoiled what was left of the corpse, 
and in pursuing the enemy to a great distance 
killed many of them, and then returned to the city 
without the slightest loss. 

Then all the notable Goths came to Totila and 
inveighed against him and reproached him merci- 
lessly for his lack of wisdom ; after capturing Rome, 
they said, he had neither levelled the whole city 
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to the ground so that it might be no longer possible 
for the enemy to take possession of it, nor had him- 
self held it, but that which they had accomplished 
by a great expenditure of both labour arid time, this 
he himself had undone in an altogether unreasonable 
manner, Thus it is by nature inbred in men to 
accommodate their judgment in every case to the 
outcome of events and to allow their mind to be 
dominated by the current of fortune, and to make 
their changes of opinion instantly as a result of 
this. It was indeed for this reason that while 
Totila was succeeding in his undertakings, the 
Goths had reverenced him equally with God, calling 
him an unvanquished and invincible leader, at the 
time when he allowed them to destroy only a portion 
of the defences of captured cities, but when he met 
with the reverse above mentioned, they did not feel 
it improper to inveigh against him, unmindful of 
what they had recently said about him, and going 
contrary to these declarations without the least 
hesitation. But these errors of judgment and others 
like them must inevitably be constantly committed 
by men, since they are due to human nature. 

So Totila and his barbarians broke up the siege 
and went to the city of Tibur, having torn down 
practically all the bridges over the Tiber, that it 
might not be easy for the Romans to make an 
attack upon them. One bridge, however, which 
bears the name of Mulvius, they were quite unable 
to destroy, since it was very close to the city. And 
they decided to rebuild the fortress in Tibur with 
all their might ; for they had dismantled it previously ; 
and they deposited there all their possessions and 
remained quiet, As for Belisarius, having now less 
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cause for fear, he fitted gates to the circuit-wall of 
Rome on every side, bound them with iron, and 
once more sent the keys to the emperor. And 
the winter drew to a close, and the twelfth year 
ended in this war, the history of which Procopius 
has written. 

XXV 

Lone before this Totila had, as it happened, sent 
an army against Perusia, and they had encamped 
about the circuit-wall of the city and were main- 
taining a close siege of the Romans there. And 
since they perceived that the city was scantily 
supplied with provisions, they sent to Totila and 
begged him to come there with his whole army, 
thinking that they would thus capture Perusia and 
the Romans in it with less difficulty and labour. 
Now Totila saw that the barbarians were not very 
eager to carry out his orders, and so he desired to 
deliver an exhortation to them. With this in view, 
he called them all together and spoke as follows. 

“JT have observed, fellow-soldiers, that you are 
cherishing toward me an unjustified anger, and at 
the same time that you bitterly resent that adversity 
of fortune which has befallen us; for this reason IJ 
have decided to bring you together on the present 
occasion, in order that I may be able to remove 
from your minds an impression which is absolutely 
wrong and bring you back to a better judgment, and 
also that you may appear neither to shew me an 
ingratitude which ill befits you, nor to be led by 
base motives to assume a thankless attitude toward 
the Deity. For it is of the very nature of human 
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affairs that failure must come at times, and when any 
man, forgetting that he is human, shews himself 
rebellious against that which befalls him, he will 
himself naturally acquire a reputation for stupidity, 
and yet in no wise escape the necessity which 
fate has laid upon him. Now I wish to remind you 
of previous events, not so much in order to absolve 
myself from the blame for what has happened, as 
to demonstrate that this may with more justice be 
laid upon yourselves. For when Vittigis was enter- 
ing upon this war at the very beginning, he did 
indeed tear down the walls of the coast towns 
Fanum and Pisaurum, but Rome and the other cities 
of Italy without exception he exempted, not dam- 
aging them in the least. Consequently, while no 
trouble has come to the Goths from Fanum and 
Pisaurum, it was because of the circuit-walls of 
Rome and the other fortified places that trouble 
came to the Gauls and Vittigis after the manner 
that is well-known to you. 

“ Accordingly, when I accepted the royal power 
offered by you, I formed the reasonable purpose 
of emulating those deeds which had come to be 
regarded as better for us rather than to dainage 
our cause by doing those things which had harmed 
us. For while men do not seem to differ greatly 
one from the other as far as nature is concerned, 
still some have had the advantage of experience, 
which, like a teacher, makes him who has learned 
her lesson superior in every respect to those who 
have not received such instruction. Accordingly, 
when we captured Beneventum, we razed its walls 

8 S:ddver Li: didnew K. 
* n—riot Ki: ef 5¢ metpd rus Fv L. 
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and straightway captured the other towns, whose 
circuit-walls we decided to raze in the same way, 
in order that the enemy’s army might not be able, 
by having any strong base, to carry on the war 
by stratagem, but should at once be compelled to 
come down to the plain and engage with us there. 
So while the enemy, for their part, were in flight, 
I was giving orders to raze such of the cities as 
were captured. And you, marvelling at my good 
judgment, aided and abetted this decision, and so, it 
would seem, made my actions your own. For he who 
praises the man who has done a deed becomes him- 
self the agent of the deed no less than the other. 
But now you have reversed your position, my 
dearest Goths, simply because it has come about 
that Belisarius, by adopting a course of unreason- 
able daring, has unexpectedly attained the object 
for which he strove, and in consequence of this you 
have come to be astounded at the man as a marvel 
of courage. For men of daring are called courageous 
more readily than men of foresight are called safe. 
And the reason is that, while he who displays 
daring beyond the established bounds of conduct is 
honoured with the name and fame of a strenuous 
man, he who refrains from danger with careful 
judgment and meets with ill success draws upon 
him the responsibility for what happens, and even 
if he achieves the success he planned, he still seems, 
to foolish men at any rate, to have accomplished 
nothing by himself. 

« And apart from this, you do not consider that 
you are angry with me for the things which, in 
reality, cause you resentment just now. Or do 
you really believe that Belisarius has won a glorious 

373 



17 

18 

19 

20 

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA 

oleae, oimep Sopvddwror dvtes Kal Sparétar 
yeyeynuévot vm éuol te otpatnyoovtse Orda 
avtdpavtes vrepBarécOar trorddKis adTov! To 
Tokeum Sedvvncbe; Kaitor ef pev euh apeTh 
exeiva vpas eipydcOar EvvéBn, tavrnv tas 
aicxuvomévous Ypn clwTrav, év Tols TTaicpace 
6) 6TOV avOpaTrwv évOvpovpévouvs as ovddev 
mégpucev ef? éavtod pévervs ef S€ Tis buiv tiyn 
é€xelvo TO Kpdtos éBpdBevae, céBeww wadrov 
dvtKodXws pods adtHy éxew tyiv Evvoices,2 ds pn 
TPOTKEKPOUKOTES THY Evyv@MocvYnY peTamabety 
Bratnobe.® Kaitou was ov dv ard TOD cHdPpovos 
Tpomou haven Tovs TOANG TE Kal peydda TrepL- 
BeBrXnpévous evtvYHpaTa ov TOARW Eurrpoobev 
év Ppaxet Te taviv mraicavtas oltw Se- 
Sov@abar* 7d pPpovnua; ov yap aAXo oddéev 
TO ToLOvTOV eoTW i) aTakody Te Kal aTapvetcbat 
avOpwtous iva. 7d yap év ovdevt obdrrea Oat 
xpovm Oeod av® iSrov yévorto. todtwyv tolvuv 
pnt xphvar adeuévovs tuas TpoOuuia TH acy 
opoce ® Tots év Ilepvota moneutous iévac. ip yap 
exeivous é€edely duvjanabe, adOis byiv ta THS 
TUYNS EV KANG KeloeTal. TO wey yao Evumecdy 
ovd dy 0 Tas aiwy aroinroy TiBecOar Sivatto, 
evTuxnpatov dé d\Xwv éeruyiwouevev toils értas- 
Kool eLohynxévae EvuBaiver thy TOY KaKev : 
Lagi ie SN ¢ a €. / b] Eorae 6€ tpiv % epvatas érixpatnots odderi 

1 gitdy L: abray K. 
® tvvolce: editors: tuyhoe K, toloe: L. 
° Bid(node Paris 1699: Bideobe K, avayracnobe L, 
4 SedovAdcbar L: SednrAGcOm K, 

374 



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VII. xxv. 16-20 

success against you—you who, though reduced to 
the condition of prisoners of war and runaway slaves, 
took up arms under me as your general and have 
proved yourselves able many a time to overcome 
him in battle? And yet if it was through my merit 
that you succeeded in accomplishing such things, 
out of respect for that merit you ought to be silent, 
remembering in the hour of men’s reverses that 
nothing can remain fixed; and if, on the other 
hand, it was some fortune which bestowed that 
victory upon you, it will profit you more to shew 
reverence toward her rather than vexation, so that 
you may not be compelled through failure to learn 
the true meaning of her favour. Indeed, how 
could it fail to appear inconsistent with a well- 

tempered spirit that men who have achieved for 

themselves many great successes not long ago and 

have now met with a slight reverse should allow 

their pride to be thus humbled? For such an 

attitude means purely and simply this, that you 

obstinately refuse to acknowledge that you are 

human. For never to make mistakes could be 

predicated only of God. Consequently I say that 

you must abandon this attitude and with all 

enthusiasm grapple with the enemy in Perusia. 

For if you prove able to capture them, Fortune will 

again smile upon you. For while that which has 

happened could never be undone by all eternity, 

still when fresh successes fall to the lot of those 

who have met with reverse, it comes about that the 

memory of evil days is made lighter. 

«And you will achieve the mastery of Perusia 

5 ay K: by udvou L, dv wdvov Vj. 
6 éudce K: om. L. 
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without any trouble. For Cyprian, who was com- 
mander of the Romans there, has been put out of 
the way by fortune, coupled with our planning, and 
an ungoverned multitude, particularly when scantily 
supplied with the necessities of life, is quite in- 
capable of offering a brave resistance. Nor indeed 
will anyone harm us from the rear; for not only 
have I seen fit to destroy the bridges over the river, 
with this purpose, that we might suffer no loss from 
unexpected assaults, but it is also true that Belisarius 
and John are regarding each other with suspicion, 
a fact which can be seen from previous events. For 
the conflict of men’s judgments, one with the other, 
is clearly detected by their actions. This indeed is 
the reason why they have not even been able to join 
forces with each other up to this time. For their 
mutual suspicion disconcerts each of them; and 
those who admit this feeling are bound to harbour 
envy and hostility besides. And when these passions 
assault men, no needful thing can be done.” After 
this speech Totila led forth his army against Perusia, 
and, upon their arrival at that city, they made 
camp hard by the circuit-wall and _ established 
themselves for a siege. 

XXVI 

Wuie these events were taking place in the 
manner described, John was meanwhile besieging 
the fortress of Acherontis; and since he was not 
making any progress, he conceived a daring plan, 
which not only effected the rescue of the Roman 
senate, but also caused him to win for himself an 
extraordinarily great renown among all men, For 
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upon hearing that Totila and the Gothic army were 
engaged in assaulting the fortifications of Rome, he 
chose out the most illustrious of his horsemen, and, 
without announcing his plan to anyone at all, he 
rode with them into Campania (for Totila had, as it 
happened, left the members of the senate there), 
resting neither day nor night, in order that by 
making an unexpected attack he might be able to 
seize and rescue the senators, seeing that the towns 
there were entirely without defences, 
Now it so happened that Totila at that very time 

began to be alarmed lest some of the enemy should, 
as in fact they did, come with the intention of 
striking a blow to rescue the prisoners, and he had 
accordingly sent an army of cavalry to Campania. 
Now when this force reached the city of Minturnae,! 
it was decided that the better course for them was 
for the main body to remain quietly there and care 
for their horses (for they had become greatly fatigued 
on this journey), while they sent a few scouts to 
investigate the situation at Capua and the adjoining 
towns. Now the distance between the two places 
is not more than three hundred stades. They 
accordingly sent forward as scouts four hundred 
men whose horses were unwearied and whose 
strength was still unimpaired. And it so fell out 
by some chance that on that very day at the same 
time both John and his army and these same four 
hundred barbarians reached Capua, neither having 

1 Near modern Traetto. 

7 én K: robrovs ém L. 
8 greuvay K: twrldas éreuve L. 
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heard anything previously of their opponents. 
Thereupon a fierce battle ensued on the spur of the 
moment; for no sooner did they see each other than 
they began fighting ; but the Romans won a decisive 
victory and killed most of the enemy immedi- 
ately. Only a few of the barbarians were able to 
escape, and these reached Minturnae in rapid flight. 
But when the others saw these men, some dripping 
with blood, some still actually carrying the missiles 
in their bodies, and others refusing to speak a word 
or give any account of what had happened, but 
still persisting in their retreat and openly displaying 
the terror which was in them, they leaped upon 
their horses immediately and joined in the flight. 
And when they came before Totila, they reported 
that there was an innumerable host of the enemy, 
seeking in this way to remove the shame of their 
flight. 

Now it so happened that not less than seventy 
Roman soldiers of those who had previously deserted 
to the Goths were on their way into the towns of 
Campania, and these men decided to go over to 
John. And John found there only a few of the 
members of the senate, but practically all their 
wives. For during the capture of Rome many of 
the men followed the soldiers in flight and reached 
Portus, but the women were all captured. Clemen- 
tinus, however, a patrician, took refuge in one of the 
sanctuaries there and refused absolutely to follow 
the Roman army, for he had previously handed over 
to Totila and the Goths a stronghold which is close 

3 idvres Maltretus: dvres MSS. 
4 éxelvn vedv, TO Li: eet vosdytwv K. 
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to Naples, and in all probability dreaded the wrath 
of the emperor for this reason. On the other 
hand, Orestes, who had been consul of the Romans, 
though he chanced to be near at hand, was obliged 
to remain, altogether against his will, owing to a 
wuarcity of horses, Jobn then immediately sent to 
Sicily the members of the senate together with the 
seventy soldiers who had come over to him. 

Totila, upon hearing this, was sorely grieved, and 
eagerly sought an opportunity to inflict vengeance 
upon John for the deed. With this in view, he 
marched against him with the main body of his 
army, leaving a small part of his troops behind in 
order to keep guard. Now it so happened that 
Jobn and his men, a thousand in number, bad made 
camp in Lucania, having previously sent out scouts 
who were watching all the roads closely and keeping 
guard that no hostile army should approach to do 
them harm, But Totila had in mind that such 
would be the case, believing it impossible that 
John’s force should settle in their camp without 
sending out scouts, and so he abandoned the 
customary roads and marched against them through 
the mountains, many of which in that region are 
OS ates and rise to 4 very great height—a feat 
which no one would have been able to suspect, for 
these mountains are considered in fact impassable. 
Meanwhile, the men thus sent out as scouts by John 
did indeed observe that a hostile army had got into 
that region, but they secured no definite information 
about it; however they feared what actually did 
take place, and so they too marched toward the 
Roman camp. And it so turned out that they 

4 byitga Le: tye K. 
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arrived there at night together with the barbarians. 
But Totila, being now overmastered by violent 
passion and not weighing the consequences with 
careful judgment, reaped the fruits of his fatuous 
fury. For though he had under him an army ten 
times as large as that of his opponents, and though it 
was plain to be seen that for a stronger army it was 
of course advantageous to fight the decisive battle 
in broad daylight, and he should rather have engaged 
with his enemy at dawn in order that they might 
not be able to escape in the darkness, still he did not 
observe this precaution at all; for, in fact, he could 
have stretched a cordon about his opponents and 
immediately captured every man of them as in a 
net; but instead he gave way to his anger and fell 
upon the hostile army at an advanced hour of the 
night. And although not one of them thought of 
offering the least resistance, since the most were in 
fact still sleeping, none the less the Goths did not 
find themselves able to slay many, but they got up, 
and the majority, thanks to the darkness, succeeded 
in slipping away. And once outside the camp they 
ran up into the mountains, many of which rise close 
by, and thus were saved. Among these was John 
himself and Arufus, the leader of the Eruli. Of the 
Romans about a hundred perished. 
Now there had been with Jobn a certain Gilacius 

of the Armenian race, commander of a small force of 
Armenians. This Gilacius did not know how to 
speak either Greek or Latin or Gothic or any other 
language except Armenian alone. When some of 
the Goths happened upon this man, they enquired 
who he might be. For they were quite averse 
to killing every man who came in their way, lest 
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they be compelled to destroy each other in fight- 
ing at night, as might easily happen. But he was 
able to make them no answer except indeed that he 
was Gilacius, a general; for his title which he had 
received from the emperor he had heard many 
times and so had been able to learn it by heart. 
The barbarians, accordingly, perceiving by this that 
he was an enemy, made him a prisoner for the 
moment, but not long afterwards put the man to 
death. So John and Arufus fled with their followers 
as fast as they could go and made for Dryus, which 
they reached on the run, and the Goths plundered 
the Roman camp and then retired. 

XXVIT 

Tuus were the armies in Italy engaged. And the 
Emperor Justinian decided to send another army 
against the Goths and Totila, being led to do so by 
the dispatches of Belisarius, who kept urging him to 
take this action, having indicated many times the 
situation in which the Romans found themselves. 
Accordingly, he first sent Pacurius, the son of 
Peranius, and Sergius, the nephew of Solomon, with 
afew men. And they arrived in Italy and immedi- 
ately united with the rest of the army. Later on he 
sent Verus with three hundred Eruli, and Varazes, 
an Armenian by birth, with eight hundred Armenians, 
and he recalled from his post Valerian, the General 

7 Apuevlois Haury: om. MSS.: this or T¢dvois must be 
supplied, cf. sect. 10 below, and vit. xiii. 10; orparidras 
Hoeschel. 
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of Armenia, and ordered him to go to Italy with his 
attendant spearmen and guards, who numbered 
more than a thousand. Now Verus was the first to 
put in at Dryus, and he left his ships there, being 
quite unwilling to remain in that place, where John’s 
army was, and went forward on horseback with his 
command. For this man was not of a serious temper, 
but was utterly addicted to the disease of drunken- 
ness, and consequently he was always possessed by a 
spirit of reckless daring. And when they had come 
close to the city of Brundisium, they made camp and 
remained there. 

And when Totila learned this, he said “ Verus has 
one of two things, either a powerful army or a 
very silly head. Let us then proceed against him 
instantly, that either we may make trial of the 
man’s army, or that he may realize his own silliness.” 
So Totila with these words marched against him 
with a numerous army; and the Eruli, spying the 
enemy already at hand, took refuge in a wood which 

was close by. And the enemy surrounded them and 
killed more than two hundred, and were about to 
lay hands on Verus himself and the rest of the force 

who were hiding among the thorn-bushes, but fortune 

came to their aid and saved them unexpectedly. For 

the ships in which Varazes and the Armenians 

under him were sailing suddenly put in at the shore 

there. Now when Totila saw this, supposing the 

hostile army to be more numerous than it really 

was, he immediately set out and marched away 

from there, while Verus and his men were glad to 

1 gyvola K: drovota L. 
2 arometpardpeba K: amdrepay monodueda L. 
3 airoy L: abrovs K, 4 oy tov L: om, K. 
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reach their ships on the run. And Varazes decided 
to sail no farther, but proceeded with them to 

Tarentum, whither John the nephew of Vitalian 

also not long afterwards came with his whole army. 
Such was the course of these events. 

Now the emperor wrote to Belisarius that he had 
sent him a numerous army with which he should 
unite in Calabria and so engage with the enemy. 
And in fact Valerian had already come down close 
to the Ionian Gulf, but he thought that, for the 
present at any rate, it was inexpedient for him to 
ferry across. For at that season of the year, he 
reasoned, provisions would not be sufficient for men 
and horses, since it was near the winter solstice. 
But he did send three hundred of his men to John 
with the promise that after spending the winter 

there he would also come himself at the beginning 

of spring. 
Belisarius, accordingly, upon reading the emperor's 

letter, selected nine hundred men distinguished for 

valour, seven hundred horse-men and two hundred 

foot-soldiers, and leaving all the rest to guard that 

district, and appointing Conon commander over 

them, he immediately set sail for Sicily. And from 

there he again ptt out to sea purposing to sail to 

the harbour of Tarentum; and as he sailed by he 

had on his left the place called Scylaeum, at which 

the poets say that Scylla once lived, not because 

there really existed there the woman in the form 

of a beast, as they say, but rather because a certain 

fish, formerly called “ scylax”’ and now “ cyniscus 

has been found in great abundance in this part of 

4 éxetvor K: om. L. 
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1 ofrws Comparetti: obros MSS. 
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the strait from ancient times even down to my day. 
For names in the beginning are always appropriate 
to the things they describe, but rumour, carrying 
these names to other peoples, engenders there 
certain false opinions through ignorance of the facts. 
And as time goes on with this process, it immediately 
becomes a powerful builder, as it were, of the story, 
and allies itself with the poets, presumably because 
of the licence of their art, as witnesses of things 
that never happened. Thus, for example, the natives 
of the island of Cercyra have from ancient times 
called one headland of the island “ Dog’s Head ”— 
the one toward the east—but others because of this 
name will have it that the people there are a kind 
of dog-headed folk. Indeed they even call some 
of the Pisidians “ Wolf-Skulls,” not because they 
have the heads of wolves, but because the mountain 
which rises there has received the name “ Wolf- 
Helmet.” Now as for these matters, let each one 
both think and speak as he wishes. But I shall 
return to the point from which I have strayed. 

XXVIII 

So Belisarius was making haste to go straight to 
Tarentum. Now the shore there has approximately 
the form of a crescent, where the coast recedes and 
the sea advances in a gulf, as it were, far up into the 
land. But the distance, as one sails along this 
whole coast, extends to one thousand stades, and 
on either side of the opening of the gulf stand 

4 xpavos K: k«pava L. 
5 én) mAciorov K: om. L. 
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two cities, the one toward the west being Croton,} 
and the one to the east Tarentum.? And at the 
middle of this shore is the city of Thurii. But 
Belisarius was hindered by a storm and _ forced 
from his course by a violent wind and a high sea 
which would not permit his ships to make any 
progress at all; he therefore put in at the harbour 
of Croton. 

And since he neither found any fortress there 
nor any place from which provisions could be 
brought in for the soldiers, Belisarius himself 
together with his wife remained there with the 
infantry, in order that from there he might be able 
to summon and organize John’s army; but he ordered 
all the horsemen to go ahead and make camp at the 
passes leading into the country, placing in command 
of them Phazas the Iberian and the guardsman 
Barbation. For in this way he thought that they 
could secure all necessary supplies for their horses 
and themselves very easily, and would probably, too, 
be able in a narrow pass to repulse the enemy. For 
the mountains of Lucania extend as far as Bruttium, 
and standing as they do close to one another, they 
form there only two passes, which are exceedingly 
narrow, one of which has received the name “ Rock 
of Blood”? in the Latin tongue, while the natives 
are accustomed to call the other Lavula. Not far 
from these passes on the coast is Rusciane, the naval 
harbour of Thurii, while above it at a distance of 
about sixty stades is a very strong fortress* built by 

1 Modern Cotrone. 
2 The description is misleading; Tarentum lies in the 

eastern recess of the “‘ crescent,” not at the tip. 
3 Petra Sanguinis. 4 Perhaps modern Rossano. 
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the ancient Romans. This fortress had been occu- 
pied by John much earlier and he had established a 
considerable garrison in it. 

Now the soldiers of Belisarius, upon reaching this 
district, chanced upon a hostile army, which Totila 
had sent for the purpose of making an attempt on 
the fortress there. And they engaged with them 
immediately and by their valour routed them with- 
out any difficulty, although they were far out- 
numbered, and they slew more than two hundred. 
Those who were left took to flight and when they 
came before Totila, reported everything that had 
befallen them. As for the Romans, they made 
camp and remained there, but since they were 
without proper commanders and had won a victory, 
they began to conduct themselves in a rather care- 
less manner, For they neither stayed quietly gathered 
in one place, nor did they take up positions near 
the pass and guard the approaches, but, becoming 
negligent, they were sleeping at night in encamp- 
ments very far removed from one another, and 
during the day they would go about searching for 
provisions, neither sending any men out as scouts 
nor taking any other measures for security. 

Totila, consequently, upon learning everything, 
selected three thousand horsemen from his whole 
army and went against the enemy. And falling 
upon them unexpectedly, not drawn up in battle 
formation but going about in the manner described, 
he threw them all into consternation and complete 
disorder. At this moment Phazas, who happened 
to be camping near by, encountered the enemy and 
made a display of valorous deeds, and he did, indeed, 
thus make himself the cause of the escape of a few 
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men, but he himself perished together with all his 
men. This misfortune fell heavily upon the Romans, 
because they all pinned their hope on this detach- 
ment as an unusually efficient fighting force. Now 
as many as succeeded in fleeing saved themselves in 
such manner as each found possible. And Barbation, 
the guardsman of Belisarius, fled with two others as 
hard as he could, and was the first to reach Croton. 
There he reported how matters stood at the moment, 
and added that he thought the barbarians too would 
be at hand right speedily. And Belisarius, upon 
hearing this, was sorely grieved, and rushed on 
board the ships. So they set sail from there, and 
since a wind was blowing, they succeeded that day 
in reaching Messana in Sicily, which is seven 
hundred stades from Croton, being situated opposite 
to Rhegium. 

XXIX 

Ar about this time an army of Sclaveni crossed 
the river Ister and spread desolation throughout the 
whole of Illyricum as far as Epidamnus, killing or 
enslaving all who came in their way, young and old 
alike, and plundering their property. And they had 
already succeeded in capturing numerous strongholds 
of that region, which were then quite undefended, 
but which previously had been reputed to be strong 
places, and they continued to roam about searching 
out everything at their own pleasure. And the 
commanders of the Illyrians kept following them 

4 Srepevyduevor V: ral drepevysuevor L. 
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with an army of fifteen thousand’ men, without, 
however, having the courage to get close to the 
enemy. 

At that time also, earthquakes of extraordinary 
severity occurred many times during the winter 
season, both in Byzantium and in other places, 
always at night. And the inhabitants of these 
cities, supposing that they would be overwhelmed, 
fell into great fear, yet no harm befell them as a 
result of the earthquakes. 

Then it was, too, that the river Nile rose above 
eighteen cubits and flooded all Egypt with water ; 
and yet in the region of Thebes, which is higher 
upstream, the waters settled and receded at the 
appointed time and gave opportunity to the in- 
habitants of that district both to sow the land and 
to attend to their other tasks just as they were 
accustomed to do. But as for the country below, 
after the water had first covered the surface, it did 
not recede, but remained in the way throughout 
the time of sowing, a thing which had never 
happened before in all time ; and there were places 
where the water, even after receding, flowed in 
again not long afterwards. Thus it came about that 

~ all the seeds, such as had been put into the ground 
in the interval, rotted. And by this strange occur- 
rence the people were reduced to dire straits, while 
most of the animals died through lack of sustenance. 

It was at that time also that the whale, which 
the Byzantines called Porphyrius, was caught. This 
whale had been annoying Byzantium and the 

4 amoxwpodyta V: taoppéovta L. 
> aidvos V: xpdvov L. 
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towns about it for fifty years, not continuously, how- 
ever, but disappearing sometimes for a rather long 
interval. And it sank many boats and terrified the 
passengers of many others, driving them from their 
course and carrying them off to great distances. It 
had consequently become a matter of concern to the 
Emperor Justinian to capture this creature, but he 
was unable by any device to accomplish his purpose. 
But I shall explain how it came to be captured in 
the present instance. It happened that while a deep 
calm prevailed over the sea, a very large number of 
dolphins gathered close to the mouth of the Euxine 
Sea. And suddenly they saw the whale and fled 
wherever each one could, but the most of them 
came in near the mouth of the Sangarius, Mean- 
while the whale succeeded in capturing some of 
them, which he swallowed forthwith. And then, 
either still impelfed by hunger or by a contentious 
spirit, it continued the pursuit no less than before, 
until, without noticing it, it had itself come very 
close to the land. There it ran upon some very deep 
mud, and, though it struggled and exerted itself to 
the utmost to get out of it as quickly as possible, it 
still was utterly unable to escape from this shoal, but 
sank still deeper in the mud. Now when this was 
reported among all the people who dwelt round 
about, they straightway rushed upon the whale, and 
though they hacked at it most persistently with 
axes on all sides, even so they did not kill it, but 
they dragged it up with some heavy ropes. And 

_ they placed it on waggons and found its length to 
be about thirty cubits, and its breadth ten. Then, 
after forming several groups and dividing it accord- 

1 About 45 feet by 15 feet. 
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1 tay Te cerouav Hoeschel in marg.: tév te ceropdy V, Tod 
Te geiopod L. 

2 jroomavice Haury: émomavicew MSS. 
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ingly, some ate the flesh immediately, while others 
decided to cure the portion which fell to them. 
Now the Byzantines, observing the earthquakes 

and learning the circumstances of the Nile’s rise and 
the capture of this whale, began straightway to 
prophesy that such and such things would take 
place, according to the taste of each. For men are 
wont, when present events bate them, to utter awe- 
some prophecies of the future, and, distracted by 
occurrences which trouble them, to infer, with no 
good reason, what the future will bring forth. But 
as for me, I shall leave to others prophecies and 
explanations of marvels; still, I know well that the 
lingering of the Nile on the fields did prove a cause 
of great calamities at that time at any rate, while 
the disappearance of the whale, on the other hand, 
unquestionably provided an escape from many 
troubles. However, some say that it was not the 
same whale that I mentioned, but another one that 
was captured. But I shall return to the point where 
I made the digression from my narrative. 

Totila, after accomplishing what has been re- 
counted, learning that the Romans in the fortress 
near Rusciane were beginning to feel the want of 
provisions, thought that he would capture them very 
quickly if they should be unable to bring in any 
supplies, and so he made camp close to the town 
and settled down for a siege. And the winter drew 
to a close and the thirteenth year ended in this war, 
the history of which Procopius has written. 
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1 roy wédrewov K: roy mérenov tévde L. 
2 ém) ‘Povoxiaynjs Haury: om. K, povoriave L: cf. sect, 21, 

above. 
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XXX 

Tue Emperor Justinian now sent not less than 
two thousand infantry by sea to Sicily and ordered 
Valerian to join Belisarius without any delay. He 
accordingly crossed the sea and put in at Dryus, 
where he found Belisarius together with his wife. 
At about this time Antonina, the wife of Belisarius, 
set off for Byzantium, intending to beg the empress 
to make larger provision for carrying on the war. 
But the Empress Theodora had fallen sick and 
passed from the world, having lived as queen twenty- 3 

548 AD, 
one years and three months.? 

Meanwhile the Romans who were being held under 
siege in the fortress near Rusciane, hard pressed, 
as they were, by the lack of necessary supplies, 
opened negotiations with the enemy and agreed 
that precisely at the middle of the summer season 
they would hand over the fortress, unless some relief 

came to them in the interval, on condition, how- 

ever, that they should all remain free from harm. 

Now there were in this fortress many notables of 

the Italians, among whom was Deopheron the 

brother of Tullianus, while the Roman army was 

represented by three hundred Illyrian horsemen 

whom John had stationed in that place, appointing 

as commanders over them Chalazar the guardsman, 

a Massagete by birth and an especially able warrior, 

and Gudilas the Thracian; and there were also a 

1 Since April 1, 527 a.p. 
wo Se es EEE ee 

3 vetat) K; om, L. 
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1 gird L: abrav K pr. m., avrdy K corr. 
2 trois K: rots éxe? L, 
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hundred infantry sent by Belisarius to guard the 
fortress. 

At that time also the soldiers who had been 
detailed by Belisarius for the garrison of Rome 
killed their commander Conon, bringing against him 
the charge of trafficking in grain and the other pro- 
visions to their detriment. And they sent some of 
the priests as envoys, firmly declaring that if the 
emperor did not exonerate them from guilt for this 
deed and remit to them within a specified time the 
back payment which the state owed them, they 
would without the slightest hesitation go over to 
Totila and the Goths. And the emperor fulfilled 
their request. 

Belisarius now summoned John to Dryus and, 
together with him and Valerian and other com- 
manders, he gathered a great fleet and sailed straight 
for Rusciane with all speed, being intent upon 
bringing relief to the besieged. And those in the 
fortress, seeing this fleet from their elevated 
position, revived their hopes and now decided not 
to yield to the enemy, although the day upon which 
they had agreed was already close at hand. First 
then a terrific storm came on, and for this reason and 
also because the coast there is altogether without 
harbours, the ships came to be scattered far apart 
from one another; thus it came about that con- 
siderable time was wasted. And when they had 
been collected in the harbour of Croton, they put 
out a second time for Rusciane. But when the 
barbarians saw them, they leaped upon their horses 

3 drauivey K: dudvew L. 
rs Amacai 

4 rats vavoly amdoas K: tas vats émdoas L. 
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and came down to the beach, intending to prevent 
the disembarkation of their enemy. And Totila 
placed them for a great distance along the shore 
face to face with the prows of the ship, some with 
spears and some with bows ready strung, This 
array struck terror to the hearts of the Romans 
when they saw it and they had not the courage to 
come close, but they first stopped their ships at a 
great distance and remained quiet for some time, 
and then, giving up the landing in despair, they 
all backed off and put to sea and sailed once more 
into the harbour of Croton. 

There, after taking council together, they decided 
that it was better that Belisarius should proceed to 
Rome and there set matters in order as well as 
possible and bring in provisions, while John and 
Valerian should first disembark the men and horses 
on the shore and then march overland into Picenum, 
in order to throw into confusion those of the bar- 
barians who were besieging the strongholds in that 
region. For they entertained the hope that Totila 
would be led by such moves to abandon the siege 
and follow them. Accordingly, John, for his part, 
accompanied by his troops, a thousand in number, 
carried out this plan; but Valerian, fearing the 
danger, went around through the Ionian Gulf with 
the ships and sailed straight for Ancon. For he 
thought that he could in this way reach Picenum with 
safety and unite with John. But even so Totila was 
unwilling to abandon the siege, but, while he him- 
self remained settled there, he selected two thousand 
horsemen from the army and sent them into 

1 gitovs MSS. : robs abrod Hoeschel. 
2 ériomécdar K: éemiomdcbau L, 
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3 rdvra—oouara L: om. K. 
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Picenum, in order to unite with the barbarians there and throw back the forces of John and 
Valerian. 

The Romans who were besieged in the fortress at Rusciane, seeing that their provisions had now com- pletely failed them and that they had no further 
hope of assistance from the Romans, sent Gudilas the guardsman and Deopheron the Italian to Totila and 
opened negotiations concerning their safety, begging him to pardon them for their deeds, And Totila 
promised that he would inflict punishment upon no 
one except Chalazar, seeing that he had disregarded 
the previous agreement, but he would remit the 
charge against all the others. On such terms he 
in person took over the fortress. And he cut off 
both the hands of Chalazar and his private parts and 
then killed him immediately ; as for the soldiers, he 
ordered those who wished to do so to remain, keeping 
their own possessions, on condition that they array 
themselves thereafter with the Goths on terms of 
complete equality ; indeed this was the same pro- 
cedure which he had regularly followed when the 
other strongholds were captured; those, on the 
other hand, who were not at all satisfied to remain, 
he commanded to depart from there and go without 
equipment wherever they pleased, in order that no 
man in the world might march unwillingly under his 
standard. Thus, while eighty of the Roman army 
abandoned their possessions and came to Croton, the 
rest remained where they were with their possessions. 
The Italians, however, he deprived of all their 
property, though he left their persons entirely 
unharmed. 

* elacey Scaliger ; jjcav MSS. 
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When Antonina, the wife of Belisarius, reached 
Byzantium after the decease of ‘the empress, she 
begged the emperor to summon her husband thither. 
This she accomplished very readily.- For the Persian 
war was now pressing the Emperor Justinian to the 
utmost, and influenced him to this decision. 

XXXI 

Ar this time certain men formed a plot to assail 
the Emperor Justinian. And I shall now set forth 
how these men came to undertake this plot and the 
manner in which they were frustrated and never 
came to the accomplishment of their purpose. Arta- 
banes, after slaying the tyrant Gontharis, as told in 
the preceding narrative,! conceived an immoderate 
desire to take to wife the emperor's niece Preiecta, 
who was betrothed to him. Now she, too, desired 
this very ardently, not that she was led to this by love 
for the man, but because she acknowledged a heavy 
debt of gratitude to him, seeing that he had not 
only avenged the murder of her husband Areobindus, 
but had also rescued and snatched her from peril 
when she was a captive and destined after no long 
time to become the unwilling consort of the tyrant 
Gontharis. Since, then, both wanted this, Artabanes 
sent Preiecta to the emperor, while he himself, though 
appointed to the post of General of all Libya, 
invented sundry untruthful pretexts to induce the 
emperor to summon him to Byzantium. For he was 

1 Cf. Book IV. xxviii. 29. 

2 hy eixey L: om K, 
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2ais K: ris obdds 5 Baduds. 1d mapa Tod BacirAéws 

aklwua L. 
3 wévrot K: tolvuy L 4 re K: re kal dudpvaos L. 
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led on to do this by the hope of this marriage, 
which suggested to him many blessings that would 
flow from the union and, in particular, that he would 
thereafter not be far from the throne. For when 
men lay hold upon prosperity unexpectedly, their 
minds cannot remain stable, but in their hopes they 
ever keep going forward, until they are deprived 
even of the felicity that has been undeservedly 
theirs. 

However, the emperor fulfilled his request and 
summoned Artabanes to Byzantium, while he ap- 
pointed in his place another General of Libya, as has 
been related above. Now when Artabanes reached 
Byzantium, the common people admired him for his 
achievements and loved him for his other qualities. 
For he was both tall of stature and handsome, of a 
noble character and little given to speech. And 
the emperor had honoured him in a very unusual 
manner. For he had appointed him general of the 
troops in Byzantium and commander of the foederati,? 
as well as clothing him with the dignity of consul. 
But as for Preiecta, Artabanes was quite unable to 
marry her. For he had already a wife who was a 
relative of his and had been married to him from 
childhood. This wife he had, for his part, re- 
pudiated long before, doubtless because one of those 
causes had developed such as lead to the estrange- 
ment of man and wife. She, for her part, as long as 
the affairs of Artabanes were not prosperous, had 
remained at home without causing any trouble, 

1 Cf. Book IV. xxviii. 45. 
2 Private bands of troops under the leadership of con- 

dottiere. See Book III. xi. 2, note. 
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bearing her lot in silence. But when Artabanes had 
now become illustrious by his deeds and great by his 
good fortune, the woman could no longer bear her 
dishonour and came to Byzantium. There, making 
herself a suppliant of the empress, she demanded 
the right to take back her husband. Whereupon 
the empress, whose nature always led her to assist 
unfortunate women, decided to force Artabanes to 
accept her as his wife, although he rebelled violently, 
while John the son of Pompeius and nephew of 
Hypatius made Preiecta his wedded wife. This 
calamity Artabanes did not bear lightly, but he 
became furious and said that one who had served 
the Romans so well... was now refused per- 
mission to lead in marriage the woman to whom he 
was betrothed and who shared with him a common 
desire to consummate the marriage, but he was, on 
the contrary, compelled for ever to share the couch 
of the one woman in the world most hateful to him 
—a situation which is bound inevitably to harass a 
man’s soul. Consequently, a little later, as soon as 
the empress had passed from the world, he, without 
further ado, promptly and joyfully sent this wife 
away. 

Now it happened that Germanus, who was nephew 
to the emperor, had a brother named Boraides. This 
Boraides, then, brother of Germanus, had recently 
died, leaving the most of his property to his brother 
and nephews. And though he had a wife and one 
daughter, he directed that the daughter should have 
only as much as the law required. Because of this, 

4 Bopaldnv-—oiv L: om. K. 
5 rao) Maltretus : mac. MSS. 
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the emperor chose to champion the daughter's cause, 
an act which irritated Germanus exceedingly. 

XXXII 

Sucn then were the relations of the emperor to 
Artabanes and to Germanus. There was also a 
certain Arsaces in Byzantium, an Armenian by birth 
and one of the Arsacidae, related to Artabanes by 
blood. This man had been detected not long before 
this in an attempt to harm the state, and he had 
been clearly convicted of treason, since he was 
negotiating with Chosroes, the Persian king, to stir 
up trouble for the Romans. But the emperor did 
him no further harm than to beat his back with not 

many blows and parade him through the city mounted 

on a camel ; however, he did him no injury in either 

his personor his property, nor did he even penalize him 

by exile. But Arsaces was nevertheless incensed at 

what had taken place, and began to devise treacher- 

ous plans against both Justinian and the state. And 

when he saw that Artabanes, as his kinsman, was 

sharing his vexation, he began to stir him up still 

more, and, gaining the man’s attention by crafty 

speeches, he ceased not day nor night to upbraid 

him, rebuking him for having been both courageous 

and faint-hearted out of season. For he had, on the 

one hand, given proof of his nobility of spirit in his 

attitude toward the misfortunes of others, in that he 

had put an end to the tyranny; indeed, though 

Gontharis was his friend and his host, he had laid 

hold of him with his own hand and slain him 

under no compulsion whatever. But at the present 
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juncture, he said, he was utterly cowed, and he con- 
tinued to sit there without a spark of manhood, 
though his fatherland was kept under strictest guard 
and exhausted by unwonted taxes, his father had 
been slain on the pretext of a treaty and covenant, 
and his whole family had been enslaved and was 
kept scattered to every corner of the Roman empire. 
But in spite of these facts Artabanes thought it 
sufficient for him to be a general of the Romans and 
merely bear the name of consul. “ And you,’ he said, 

“do not share my sorrow in the least, though I am 
your kinsman and have suffered outrageous treat- 

ment, while I, for my part, pity you, my dear fellow, 

for the fortune you have suffered in the case of both 

those women, not only the one you have been 

cheated of wrongfully but also the other with whom 

you have been compelled to live. And yet it ill 

becomes anyone who has even a little spirit in him 

to refuse to undertake the murder of Justinian, nor 

should he hesitate nor entertain any fear,—a man 

who always sits unguarded in some lobby to a late 

hour of the night, eagerly unrolling the Christian 

scriptures in company with priests who are at the 

extremity of old age. Furthermore,” he continued, 

“not one of the kinsmen of Justinian will oppose 

you. Indeed the most powerful of them all, Ger- 

manus, will, I believe, assist you with all his heart 

and his sons as well, seeing that they are young 

men and consequently boiling with fury against 

him; and I am in hopes that these men will actually 

carry through the enterprise of their own accord. 

For they have already suffered injustice at his hand 

‘such as neither we nor anyone else among the 

Armenians has suffered.’”” By such speeches Arsaces 
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ever sought to cast a spell over Artabanes, and as 
soon as ever he saw him beginning to yield, he 
carried the matter to anot her Persarmenian, Chan- 
aranges by name. Now this Chanaranges was a 
young man who, though comely of person, was not 
a man of serious character, but childish to an extra- 
ordinary degree. 

So when Arsaces had brought him and Artabanes 
into mutual agreement, both in their thinking and 
in their speaking, he departed, promising to make 
Germanus and his sons of the same mind with them 
in regard to the undertaking. Now Justinus, the 
elder of the sons of Germanus, was a youth wear- 
ing his first beard, but an energetic fellow and un- 
usually keen in action; indeed, as a result of these 
qualities, he had actually risen to the dignity of 
the consular chair not long before. Accordingly, 
Arsaces approached him and said that he wished 
to speak with him secretly in some sanctuary. When 
they had both entered the church, Arsaces first 
required Justinus to affirm on oath that he would 
never report their conversation to any man in the 
whole world, except his father alone. And after 
the man had sworn to this effect, he took him to 
task, because, on the one hand, he, a very close 
relative of the emperor, saw other men holding the 
offices of the state, common plebeian fellows with 
no claim to such distinction, while he himself, on 
the other hand, though he was now of such age that 
he was entitled to manage his own affairs, paid no 
heed to the fact that not only he himself, but also 
his father, and that, too, in spite of his high achieve- 

$ repiop¢n Haury: mepiopav K, repiopdv Baotreds palverat L, 
matépa K: matépa tov avrod L, 
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ments, and his brother Justinian had to sit for ever 
in the place of private citizens. Nay more, he had 
not even been allowed to enter into the property 
of his uncle, to which he and no other had been heir 
as far as concerned the purpose of Boraides, but 
the greater part of it had been unjustly wrested 
from him. Still it was probable that they would 
be still further humiliated forthwith, as soon as 
Belisarius should arrive from Italy; for he was 
reported to be already somewhere in the heart of 
Illyricum. After such an introduction Arsaces 
sought to impel the youth to take part in the plot 
against the emperor, disclosing to him the agree- 
ment reached between himself, Artabanes and 
Chanaranges in regard to this business. Upon 
hearing this Justinus was greatly agitated and his 
head swam, but he told Arsaces flatly that neither 
he himself nor his father Germanus could ever do 
these things. 

Then, while Arsaces reported to Artabanes what 
had happened, Justinus referred the whole matter 
to his father. He thereupon conferred with Mar- 
cellus, the commander of the palace guards, and 
they took the question under consideration whether 
it was advisable for them to report this matter to 
the emperor. Now this Marcellus was a man of 
very great dignity who observed silence in most 
matters, neither doing anything for the sake of 
money nor tolerating buffoonery in word or deed 
ner taking any pleasure in other forms of relaxation, 
but always living a kind of austere life to which 
pleasure was strange; but at the same time he was 

5 7d mpayua K: 76 mpdypare L, 
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scrupulous in his observance of justice and a most 
ardent lover of truth. So he naturally would not 
on that occasion allow the report to be carried to 
the emperor. “For as for you,’ he said, “it is in- 

- expedient that you should carry information of this 
thing. For if you should wish to say anything to 
the emperor in secret, Artabanes and his friends 
will straightway become suspicious that the matter 
has been denounced, and, if perchance Arsaces is 
able to escape unnoticed, the charge will remain 
unproved. And I, on the other hand, am not at all 
accustomed either to believe myself or to report to 
the emperor anything which I have not thoroughly 
verified. It is my desire, consequently, either that 
I hear the words with my own ears or that one of my 
intimates, by your contriving, hear the man saying 
something unmistakably clear about these matters.” 

When Germanus heard this, he bade his son 
_ Justinus arrange that the requirement of Marcellus 
should be carried out. He, however, was no longer 
able to say anything about this matter to Arsaces, 
since he had, as stated above, given him a flat 
refusal. Still he did enquire of Chanaranges 
whether Arsaces had recently approached him at 
the suggestion of Artabanes. “For J,” he said, 
“should never have had the courage to entrust any 
of my secrets to him, seeing he is such a man as he 
is. But if you should be willing yourself to tell 
me something to the point, we could, by deliberating 
in common, perhaps accomplish something really 
worth while.” Chanaranges then conferred with 
Artabanes about this and reported to Justinus each 
and every thing which Arsaces had previously told 
him. 
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Then, since Justinus agreed both to carry out 
everything himself and to bring his father to agree- 
ment with them, it was decided that Chanaranges 
should meet Germanus in conference, and a definite 
day was appointed for the interview. Germanus re- 
ported this to Marcellus and requested him to provide 
them one of his intimates who should hear with his 
own ears the words of Chanaranges. And he pro- 
vided Leontius, the son-in-law of Athanasius, a man 
who had strict regard for justice and thoroughly 
capable of speaking the truth. This man Germanus 
introduced into his house and placed in a room 
where a thick curtain had been hung to conceal the 
couch on which he was accustomed to dine. And 
he hid Leontius inside this curtain, while he himself 
with his son Justinus remained outside. When 
Chanaranges came there, Leontius clearly heard 
him say everything which he, Artabanes, and 
Arsaces had planned. Among these things this too 
was mentioned, that, if they killed the emperor 
while Belisarius was still on the way to Byzantium, 
their purpose would not be advanced at all; for, 
though they might wish to establish Germanus on 
the throne, it was probable that Belisarius would 
gather a vast army from the towns of Thrace, and 
they would be unable by any device to repulse the 
man when he came against them in this way. It 
would consequently be necessary to postpone the 
execution of the plan until Belisarius should be 
present, but as soon as the man should reach 

u 1 Gmavta émitedcoew Haury: &may troredécev K, drayta 
émitedéoat L 

2 év trois L: éy ots K. 
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Byzantium and should be closeted with the emperor 
in the palace, then, at some time late jin the evening, 
they should go there unexpectedly, armed with 
daggers, and kill Marcellus and Belisarius as well as 
the emperor. For such a course of action would 
enable them thereafter to make such dispositions 
as they wished without fear. 

Even when Marcellus learned this from Leontius, 
he could not as yet make up his mind to report 
the matter to the emperor, being, as he was, still 
very reluctant to act, lest by excessive haste he 
should doom Artabanes on imperfect evidence. 
Germanus, however, revealed everything to Bouzes 
and Constantianus, fearing, as actually happened, 
that some suspicion would attach to him as a result 
of the delay. 

Many days later, when word came that Belisarius 
was now close at hand, Marcellus reported the whole 
matter to the emperor, who immediately commanded 
Artabanes and his associates to be taken off to prison, 
entrusting to some of his officers the duty of tortur- 
ing them.1 And when the whole conspiracy had now 
come to light and was clearly set down in writing, 
the emperor called a session of all the members of 
the senate in the palace, where they are accustomed 
to make their decisions regarding matters in dispute. 
When they had read over everything which had 
been stated by the men under examination, they 
nevertheless sought to involve Germanus and_ his 
son Justinus in the accusation, until Germanus, by 
presenting the testimony of Marcellus and Leontius, 
succeeded in clearing himself of the suspicion. For 

1 7. e. in order to obtain their testimony. 
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these men, as well as Constantianus and Bouzes, 
declared under oath that Germanus had concealed 
from them nothing whatever as far as concerned 
these matters, but that everything had happened as 
I have just related. The senators, consequently, 
straightway acquitted both him and his son unani- 
mously as having committed no offence against the 
state. 

But when all had gone within to the emperor’s 
apartment, the emperor himself, who had become 
violently angry, began to complain and to speak with 
the greatest bitterness against Germanus, blaming 
him for the tardiness of his disclosure, and two of 
the officials, courting his favour, agreed with his 
opinion and seemed to share his displeasure. In this 
way they greatly increased the emperor's anger, eager 
as they were to be complacent to him in matters 
involving other men’s misfortunes. But the others, 
cowed by fear, remained silent, yielding to him by 
not opposing his wish ; Marcellus alone, however, by 
speaking with plain directness succeeded in saving 
the man. For taking the blame upon himself and 
speaking with all the emphasis in his power, he 
said that Germanus, for his part, had told him most 
seasonably what was going on, but that he himself, 
making a very careful and detailed investigation, 
had reported the matter more deliberately. And in 
this way he allayed the emperor’s anger. So Mar- 
cellus won for himself great renown from this inci- 
dent among all men, as one who in a moment of the 
gravest peril shewed his sterling quality. And the 
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Emperor Justinian removed Artabanes from the office 
he held, but he did him no harm, nor in fact any 
one of the others, beyond keeping them all under 
guard without dishonour—in the palace, however, 
not in the public prison. 

XXXIII 

Ar about this point in the war, the barbarians 
became unquestionably masters of the whole West. 
Thus, though the Romans had been at first decisively 
victorious in the Gothic war, as I have previously 
said, the final result for them was that not only had 
they consumed money and lives in prodigal fashion 
to no advantage, but they had also lost Italy besides, 
and had to look on while practically all the [llyrians 
and Thracians were being ravaged and destroyed in 
a pitiable manner by the barbarians, seeing they had 

now become their neighbours. And it came about 
as follows. 

The Goths had at the beginning of this war given 

to the Germans all of Gaul which was subject to 

them, believing that they could never be able to 

array themselves against both nations, as has been 

said by me in the previous narrative.t This act the 

Romans were not only unable to prevent, but the 

Emperor Justinian even encouraged it, in order 

that no obstacle might confront him through having 

these particular barbarians roused to war (for the 

1 Book V. xiii. 15 ff. 
eee OE Oe es 

4 émideity K: om. L. 5 dudpoy K: dudpwr 75n L. 
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Franks! never considered that their possession of 

Gaul was secure except when the emperor had put 

the seal of his approval upon their title). And 

consequently the rulers of the Germans occupied 

Massilia,? the colony of Phocaea, and all the sea- 

coast towns and gained control of that part of the 

sea. Soas gentlemen of leisure they view the horse 

races at Arelatum,? and also make a golden coin 

from the product of the mines in Gaul, not stamping 

the likeness of the Roman emperor on this stater, 

as is customary, but their own likeness. And yet, 

while the Persian king is accustomed to make silver 

coinage as he likes, still it is not considered right 

either for him or for any other sovereign in the whole 

barbarian world to imprint his own likeness on a 

gold stater, and that, too, though he has gold in his 

own kingdom; for they are unable to tender such 

a coin to those with whom they transact business, 

even though the parties concerned in the transaction 

happen to be barbarians. Thus, then, had matters 

proceeded as regards the Franks. 

When the arms of the Goths and Totila had gained 

the upper hand in the war, the Franks assumed 

control of the largest part of Venetia with no right 

at all, the Romans, for their part, being unable to 

ward them off any longer, and the Goths being 

unable to carry on the war against the two peoples. 

Meanwhile the Gepaedes held the city of Sirmium é 

and practically all the cities of Dacia, having taken 

possession of them at the moment the Emperor 

Justinian took them away from the Goths ; and they 

1 je. the Germans. 2 Modern Marseille. 

3 Modern Arles. 4 Modern Mitrovitza. 

4 Adyw K: movw L. 
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not only enslaved the Romans. of that region, but 
they were also constantly moving forward, plunder- 
ing and doing violence to the Roman territory, 
Consequently the emperor was no longer giving them 
the contributions which it had long been customary 
for them to receive from the Romans. Now the 
Emperor Justinian had bestowed upon the Lombards 
the city of Noricum! and the strongholds of Pan- 
nonia, as well as many other towns and avery great 
amount of money. It was because of this that the 
Lombards departed from their ancestral homes and 
settled on the south side of the Ister River, not 
far from the Gepaedes. They then, in their turn, 
plundered the population of Dalmatia and Iilyricum 
as far as the boundaries of Epidamnus, taking 
captives; and since some of the captives escaped 
and succeeded in getting back to their homes, 
these barbarians, on the ground that they were at 
peace with the Romans, went about through the 
Roman domain, and whenever they recognized any 
of the escaped captives there, they laid hold of them 
as if they were their own slaves who had run 
away, and, dragging them from their parents, carried 
them off with them to their own homes, no one 
opposing them. Other towns of Dacia also, about 
the city of Singidunum,? had been taken over by 
the Eruli as a gift from the emperor, and here they 
are settled at the present time, overrunning and 
plundering Illyricum and the Thracian towns very 
generally. Some of them have even become Roman 
soldiers serving among the foederati,? as they are 

2 Modern Belgrade. 
8 Cf. chap. xxxi. 10, note; Book III. xi. 2, note. 
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XXXIV 
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méuavtes ody Tapa Baciéa “lovativeavov 

mpécBers otpatevpa odiow édéovto méurpat. 
Orrep erred Pijraides éyvwocav, TéwTovaer Kal avtot 
és Bufdvtuov mpécBes brép tav adtav Senoo- 

pévous.t Apye S€ tote nraidov pev Oopioiv 

dvoua, Tov d& érépwv Addoviv. Bacrreds Sé 

"lovetwiavos Néyous mév Tovs Tpds aupoTépwv 
dxovew eyvw, ovy dma pévtor Evvrdvtwv, adra 

1 re L: om. V, ody W. 
2 rots moAeulors—iévat LW: om. V. 
3 After erayayécda L reads: yhmadés Te ws evorovda 7) 

EvvdpacOa pwopatovs Tod ayavos adtois déov &yvwoay denOijva: Kal 
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called. So whenever envoys of,the Eruli are sent 
to Byzantium, representing the very men who are 
plundering Roman subjects, they collect all their 
contributions from the emperor without the least 
difficulty and carry them off home. 

XXXIV 

Tuus had the barbarians apportioned the Roman 
empire among themselves. But later on the Gepaedes 
and the Lombards, having come to be neighbours, 
became exceedingly hostile toward one another. 
And they were extremely enthusiastic in their desire 
to fight each other, so that each nation was eager to 
do battle with the enemy, and a fixed time had 
been determined upon for the encounter. But the 
Lombards, thinking that they alone by their own 
strength would never be a match for the Gepaedes 
in battle (for they were, in fact, outnumbered by 
their enemy), decided to invite the Romans to an 
alliance. Accordingly they sent envoys to the 
Emperor Justinian begging him to send them an 
army. And when the Gepaedes learned this, they 
too sent envoys to Byzantium to present the same 

request. Now the Gepaedes were ruled at that 
time by Thorisin, and the others by Adouin. So 
the Emperor Justinian decided indeed to hear the 
statement of each of them, but he did not wish them 

Tov moAEuov tvySieveyneiy aki@oat, 7) aupotépos exmodav arhvat 
kal undetépw Over mpoa Bonderv. 

4 / / W c \ ~ “J ~ / V 

orpatrevua—denoouevous W : dren Thy adT@v Senoouevous V, 
< 
Exdtepot Thy exeidey exapaddxouy Bondeay L, 
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dé TO Tapadseryma eyyv0ev Tap tuav avTav 
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1 aitdy Maltretus: avréy MSS. 
2 juas Maltretus: juas MSS. 
5 eepydoacbe Haury: etepydonobe VW, épydonobe L, 

epydouiorde Dindort. 
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to come at the same time, but, to appear before 
him separately. First the Lombards came into the 
emperor's presence and spoke as follows. 

“ We, for our part, O Emperor, have been astounded 
at the outrageous conduct of the Gepaedes, seeing 
that, although they have already perpetrated crimes 
both many and great against your realm, as we all 
know, they have now come before you to offer you, 
in fact, the greatest possible insult. For they, and 
they only, can be said to put the utmost insult upon 
their neighbours, who imagine that these are so very 
easily deceived that they come to them with the 
intention of profiting by the simplicity of those very 
men whom they have already wronged. Now we ask 
you to give careful consideration to one matter only, 
the question namely as to what attitude the Gepaedes 
assume toward their friends. For thus you could 
with the greatest certainty assure the welfare of the 
Roman empire, since men are always able to infer 
safely from previous events what the future will bring 
forth. If, now, it were true that the nation of the 
Gepaedes had displayed their ingratitude only to 
some other people, it would have been necessary for 
us to occupy much time with a long speech and to 
bring in testimony from outside, in striving to 
demonstrate the base character of the men; but as 
it is, we are enabled to choose an example near at 
hand from your own experience. 

“This is what we would have you consider: the 
Goths formerly held the land of Dacia as a tributary 
province, while all the Gepaedes dwelt originally on 
the other side of the Ister, being in such mortal 
terror of the Gothic power, on the one hand, that 
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1 rvOolueda Hoeschel : muvdéue0a MSS. 
: i rpdemeueioeat VL: mpoctec@a: W. 
° pbow VW: prow Tot mpoalperw omovdalay 7) pavrny L. 
4 racw W: nacay V, ravtwv L. 
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they never succeeded in crossjng the stream, or 
even attempting it, while they were, on the other 
hand, on terms of close alliance and friendship with 
the Romans, and every year they received from the 
former emperors many gifts in the name of friend- 
ship, and indeed they have received them from thee 
in no less generous measure. We should be glad 
then to ask these gentlemen what good thing they 
have done for the Romans in return for these benefits. 
But they would not be able to mention one such 
thing, great or small. Now as long as they had no 
means of doing you wrong, they remained quiet, not 
because of any conviction on their part, but because 
they were compelled by lack of opportunity to do 
so. For you, on your part, did not seek to lay any 
claim to the country beyond the Ister, while the fear 
inspired by the Goths always frightened them from 
the land on this side. But who indeed would call 
impotence gratitude? And what assurance of friend- 
ship could be based on inability to commit an offence? 
None, O Emperor, none ; these things cannot be. For 
opportunity alone reveals the nature of a man, bring- 
ing out his character to the common gaze of all 
because of his freedom to act. For behold, at the 
very moment the Gepaedes saw that the Goths had 
been driven from all Dacia, while you, on your part, 
were busily engaged in fighting your enemies, the 
cursed wretches have dared to trespass upon your 
land in every part. 
«How could anyone adequately depict in words 

the outrageous nature of their action? Did they 
not heap contempt upon the Roman empire? Did 
they not break the bonds of both treaty and 

5 Spav VW: avdpds L. 
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1 Heev VW: éeddetvy L. 
2 és Euupaxlay VW : rad ep) tuumaylas L. 
3 wperclas W: duedctas V, wetapercias L, 
4 ‘Pwualois Haury: pwuafouvs MSS. 
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alliance? Did they not insult those whom they 
should never have treated thus? Did they not do 
violence to an empire whose slaves they would crave 
the privilege of being should you find any leisure to 
deal with them? The Gepaedes, O Emperor, are 
holding Sirmium and enslaving Romans, and they 
make the boast that they are in possession of ail 
Dacia. Yet what war have they ever won fighting 
in your behalf, or with you, or against you? Or 
what struggle do they consider has brought them 
this land as a prize? And in spite of all this, they 
have often been in your pay and have been receiving 
their payments, as previously stated, for we know 
not how long a time. And yet there has never 
been in all time an act more despicable than this 
present embassy of theirs. For as soon as they saw 
that we were eager to make war on them, they had 
the hardihood to come to Byzantium and appear 
before the emperor who has been so grievously 
insulted by them. In sooth they will, perhaps, in 
their excess of shamelessness, invite you to form an 
alliance of arms against us who have been so favoured 
by you. And verily if they have come with the 
purpose of giving back what they have usurped 
without any right, the Lombards should be counted 
by the Romans most responsible for that benefit, if 
they are really constrained through fear of them 
unwillingly to change their course and manifest 
gratitude late in the day. For naturally he who 
creates the constraint will be thanked by him who 
receives the benefit. But if indeed they have 
decided even now to retreat from none of their 
usurped holdings, what could surpass such _base- 
ness ? 
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1 Senoduevor VW: avadetduevor L. 
2 thy aywviay V; tov &yava L, thy ayaviow W. 
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“This then shall be our plea, expressed with 
barbarian simplicity, with scant” words, and in no 
way worthily of the situation. But we beg that 
thou, O Emperor, after carefully weighing what we 
have said less adequately than the facts deserve, 
take that course of action which will redound to 
the benefit both of the Romans and of the Lombards, 
thy people, calling to mind this, in addition to all 
other considerations, that while the Romans will 
justly take sides with us, seeing that we have been 
in agreement from the first as regards religion, they 
will stand in opposition to our opponents for the 
simple reason that they are Arians,” 

Thus spoke the Lombards. On the following day 
the envoys of the Gepaedes in turn came before the 
emperor and spoke as follows: “It may fairly be 
expected, O Emperor, that those who approach a 
neighbouring state with a request to form an alliance 
of arms, should first demonstrate that they have 
come with a just request and with proposals of 
advantage to those who are to form the alliance, 
and then speak on the matters of which they 
have come to treat. In the first place, then, that 
we have been wronged by the Lombards is evident 
from the facts themselves; for we are eager to 
settle our difficulties by arbitration, and those who 
are bent on arbitration can have nothing to do with 
violence, In the second place, why should one, in 
order to prove that the Gepaedes are far superior 
to the Lombards both in multitude and in valour, 
address long speeches to those who know? Now 
the policy of entering a conflict on the side of 
the weaker contestant and thus getting into an 
evil plight which has been foreseen, though the 
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u TaTTOMEVOUS V: tartéuevoy L, TaTTomevols W. 
2 tuuudxous VW: tvupdxous juas L, 
3 xexthoetOe Wi: KextioOa V, mpoojkoy rextHoba Le 
4 july LW: dpiv V. 
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opportunity is offered of having the victory without 
danger by arraying oneself with ‘the more powerful 
contestant, is not one, we think, which any men 
gifted with even a little discretion would choose. 
Consequently you also will find, when you go forth 
against another enemy, that the Gepaedes hereafter 
will array themselves with you, thus paying a debt 
of gratitude for what you have done, and by their 
overwhelming power helping you in all probability 
to achieve the overmastery of your foes.- Further- 
more, it would be in point for you to consider this 
fact also, that while the Lombards have become 
friends of the Romans on the spur of the moment, 
the Gepaedes have been in alliance with you and 
well known to you from ancient times. And friend- 
ship cemented by long continuance is not easily 
dissolved. Consequently you will acquire not only 
powerful, but also steadfast, allies. These, then, 
are the just grounds on the basis of which we invite 
you to form this alliance. 

“* Now observe what manner of men the Lombards 
are. At first they absolutely refused to settle our 
differences by arbitration, though we invited them 
repeatedly to do so, overcome, as they were, by 
unreasoning boldness. But now that the war has 
come almost to an actual engagement, they, making 
a tardy retreat from their position because they 
realize fully their own weakness, have come to you, 
asking the Romans to take up the unjust struggle in 
their behalf. Doubtless these thieves bring up the 
case of Sirmium and a few other towns in Dacia, and 
put this forward as a pretext on which you may 

5 od déov V: ds ob Séor L, om. W. 
8 Spiyv W: pev duty V, jyuiv L. 
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1 BeBovAevuévos VL: BeBovAnuévos W. 
2 adrovduw Li: adrdy buws V, abrg udve W. 
$ moire MSS: movhoete Scaliger. 
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enter this war. And yet thy empire comprises 
such an overabundance both of,cities and of lands 
that thou art actually searching for men upon whom 
thou couldst confer some part of it for their habita- 
tion. Indeed thou hast bestowed upon the Franks 
and the nation of the Eruli and these Lombards 
such generous gifts of both cities and lands, O 
Emperor, that no one could enumérate them all. 
But we, emboldened by thy friendship, have ac- 
complished that which thou didst wish; and truly, 
when a man has formed the purpose of parting with 
some one of his possessions, he thinks far less highly 
of one who waits to receive his gift than of one who 
anticipates his purpose and takes the gift by his own 
decision, provided such an one does not appear to 
have claimed the right to take this course in a spirit 
of insolence toward the possessor, but in a spirit of 
confidence in the strong friendship he feels toward 
him ; and this is exactly the attitude of the Gepaedes 
toward the Romans. We ask you, then, to recall 
these things and, preferably, to observe the terms 
of our alliance by throwing all your strength into 
the conflict on our side against the Lombards; other- 
wise, to stand aside for both. For in reaching such 
a decision you are acting with justice and greatly to 
the advantage of the Roman empire.” 

Such was the speech of the Gepaedes, whom the 
Emperor Justinian, after long deliberation, decided 
to send away with their mission unaccomplished ; 
but he made a sworn alliance of arms with the 
Lombards, and then sent them more than ten 
thousand horsemen commanded by Constantianus, 
Bouzes, and Aratius. Associated with them also 
was John the nephew of Vitalian, who had received 
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1 érdyxave—fnwv VL: om. W. 
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® Euadov Haury: guadey MSS. 4 éyévovto L:: éydveto V. 
5 Anlowvra Editors: Antoovrat V, dnAhowrvra L. 
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previous instructions from the emperor that, as soon 
as they should fight a decisive battle with the nation 
of the Gepaedes, he should hasten thence to Italy 
with his troops. For he, too, as it happened, had 
returned from Italy. They also took with them as 
allies fifteen hundred Eruli, commanded by Phile- 
muth and others. For, except for these, the whole 
nation of the Eruli, to the number of three thousand, 
were arrayed with the Gepaedes, since they had 
revolted from the Romans not long before for a 
cause which I have set forth above. 
Now a detachment of the Romans who were 

marching to join the Lombards as allies unex- 
pectedly chanced upon some of the Eruli with 
Aordus, the brother of their ruler. And a fierce 
battle ensued in which the Romans were victorious, 
and they slew both Aordus and many of the Eruli. 
Then the Gepaedes, upon learning that the Roman 
army was close at hand, straightway settled their 
disagreement with the Lombards, and so_ these 
barbarians made a treaty of peace with each other, 
contrary to the will of the Romans. When the 
Roman army learned this, they found themselves 
involved in a very perplexing situation. For neither 
were they able to continue their advance nor could 
they retrace their steps, because the generals feared 
lest both Gepaedes and Eruli would overrun and 
plunder the land of Illyricum. At any rate, they 
remained there and reported their situation to the 
emperor. Such was the course of these events. 
But I shall return to the point in my narrative from 
which I strayed.? 

1 Cf. Book VI. xiv. 37. 
* The digression begins with chap. xxxi. 
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SOG) 

Tue journey of Belisarius to Byzantium was an 
inglorious one ; for five years he had not disembarked 
anywhere on the soil of Italy, nor had he succeeded 
in making a single march there by land, but he had 
been obliged to conceal himself by flight during this 
whole time, always sailing without interruption from 
one fortified coast-town to some other stronghold 
along the shore. As a result of this the enemy, 
having now little to fear, had enslaved Rome and 
everything else, practically speaking. It was on this 
occasion also that he abandoned Perusia, the leading 
city of Tuscany, though it was very closely besieged ; 
indeed it was captured by storm while he was still 
on his way. After reaching Byzantium he took up 
a permanent residence there, having now amassed a 
great fortune and being greatly admired because of 
his earlier successes, just as the Deity had foretold 
to him by an unmistakable sign before he made the 
expedition to Libya. 

Now the sign was as follows. Belisarius had an 
inherited property in the suburb of Byzantium which 
is called Panteichion,! and is situated on the opposite 
mainland. On this property, shortly before the 
time when Belisarius was about to lead the Roman 
army against Gelimer and Libya, it so happened 
that his vines bore a great abundance of grapes. 

1 Modern Pendik, on the Asiatic shore. 

5 éyévero V: édéyeto L. 
8 einyhoacba Vi: eknyhoecOa L. 
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And with the wine thus produced his servants had 
filled a great quantity of jars, which they placed in 
the wine-cellar, burying the lower part of them in 
the earth and smearing the upper part carefully with 
clay. But eight months later the wine in some jars, 
as it began to ferment, burst the clay with which 
each of them had been sealed; then it ran over the 
tops of the jars and, flowing copiously, covered the 
ground around with such a flood that it actually 
formed a great pool on the floor there. When the _ 
servants saw this, they were filled with amazement; 
and they were able to fill many amphoras from it, 
after which they again stopped up those same jars 
with clay and remained silent about the matter. 
But when they had seen this happen many times at 
about the same date, they did report the matter to 
their master, and he, for his part, gathered many of 
his friends there and displayed the phenomenon ; 
whereupon they foretold that many blessings would 
fall upon that house, basing their conclusion upon 
this sign. 

Such was the fortune of Belisarius. But Vigilius, 
the chief priest of Rome, together with the Italians 
who were in the city at that time (and there were 
many very notable men there), was giving the 
emperor no respite from his entreaty to stand forth 
with all his power as champion of Italy. But 
Justinian was influenced most of all by Gothigus, a 
man of patrician rank who had long before this time 
risen to the dignity of the consular office ; for he, too, 
had recently come to Byzantium for this very purpose. 
Now although the emperor did promise to concern 

2 yé0yos V : Haury believes this an error for Ké@qyos, cf. 
VIL xiii. 12, kal yo@iyos L. 
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himself personally with Italy, still he was devoting 
his time for the most part to the doctrines of the 
Christians, seeking eagerly and’with great deter- 
mination to make a satisfactory settlement of the 
questions disputed among them. 

Such was the situation in Byzantium. Meanwhile 
one of the Lombards had fled to the Gepaedes for 
the following reason, When Vaces was ruler of the 
Lombards, he had a nephew named Risiulfus, who, 
according to the law, would be called to the royal 
power whenever Vaces should die. So Vaces, seek- 
ing to make provision that the kingdom should be 
conferred upon his own son, brought an unjustified 
accusation against Risiulfus and penalized the man 
with banishment. He then departed from his home 
with a few friends and fled immediately to the 
Varni, leaving behind him two children. But Vaces 
bribed these barbarians to kill Risiulfus. As for the 
children of Risiulfus, one of them died of disease, 
while the other, Ildiges by name, fled to the 
Sclaveni. 

Now not long after this Vaces fell sick and passed 
from the world, and the rule of the Lombards fell to 
Valdarus, the son of Vaces. But since he was very 
young, Audouin was appointed regent over him 
and administered the government. And since he 
possessed great power as a result of this, he himself 
seized the rule after no long time, the child having 
immediately passed from the world by a natural 
death. Now when the war arose between the 
Gepaedes and the Lombards, as already told, Ildiges 
went straight to the Gepaedes taking with him not 
only those of the Lombards who had followed him, 
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but also many of the Sclaveni, and the Gepaedes were 
in hopes of restoring him to the kingdom. But on 
account of the treaty which had ‘now been made 
with the Lombards, Audouin straightway requested 
the Gepaedes, as friends, to surrender Ildiges ; they, 
however, refused absolutely to give up the man, but 
they did order him to depart from their country and 
save himself wherever he wished. He, then, with- 
out delay, took with him his followers and some 
volunteers of the Gepaedes and came back to the 
Sclaveni. And departing from there, he went to 
join Totila and the Goths, having with him an army 
of not less than six thousand men. Upon his arrival 
in Venetia, he encountered some Romans commanded 
by Lazarus, and engaging with them he routed the 
force and killed many. He did not, however, unite 
with the Goths, but recrossed the Ister River and 
withdrew once more to the Sclaveni. 

While these events were taking place in the 
manner described, one of the guardsmen of Beli- 
sarius, Indulf by name and of barbarian birth, a 
passionate and energetic fellow, who had been left 
in Italy, went over to Totila and the Goths for no 
good reason. And Totila straightway sent him with 
a large army and a fleet to Dalmatia. So he came 
to the place called Mouicurum, which is a coast town 
situated very near Salones, and at first, being a 
Roman and a member of Belisarius’ suite, he 
mingled with the people of the town; then however 
he raised his own sword, urged his followers to do 
the same, and suddenly killed them all. Then, 
taking all the valuables as plunder, he departed from 

2 evexa V: om. L. 
3 bmavrhjoas V: trayvthoacw L. 
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there and descended upon another fortress situated 
on the coast, which the Romans call Laureate. 
Here he entered the town and slew those who fell 
in his way, 
When Claudian, who was commander of Salones 

at that time, learned this, he sent an army against 
him on dromones,! as they are called. And when 
this force reached Laureate, they engaged with the 
enemy. But they were overwhelmingly defeated in 
the battle and took to flight, wherever each man 
could, abandoning their ships in the harbour, And 
it so happened that the other boats were there laden 
with grain and other provisions, All these Indulf 
and the Goths captured, and, after killing all whom 
they met and making plunder of the valuables, they 
returned to Totila. And the winter drew to a close 
and the fourteenth year ended in this war, the history 
of which Procopius has written. 

1 Swift ships. 
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