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PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA
HISTORY OF THE WARS: BOOK VII

THE GOTHIC WAR (continued)

XXXVI

ToriLa now led hus whole aimy against Rome, and 51910,
establishing himself there entered upon a siege,
But Belisaiius had selected thiee thousand men
noled for thewr valour and appomted them to
garnison Rome, placing in command of them
Diogelies, one of his own spearmen, a man of un-
usual discaetion and an able wariior  Consequently
a long time was consumed m the blockade For the
besieged, on thewr part, shewed themselves, thanks
to then extraordinary valow, a match for the entne
Gothie army, while Diogenes was ever keeping a
strict watch that no one should appioach the wall
to damage 1t; furthermore, he sowed giam 1n all
paits of the city mside the encwit-wall and so biought
1t about that they had not the least shortage of food.
Many times indeed the barbanans attempted to
storm the fortifications and make tial of the ciremt-
wall, but they weie always 1epulsed, being diven
back from the wall by the valour of the Romans,

1 Yo Dindorf #e V, et L
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VII xxxvi. 3-9

They did, however, capture Portus,! and thereafter
held Rome under close siege. Such was the course
of these events.

As soon as the emperor saw Belisarius returned
to Byzantium, he began to make plans for sending
another commander with an aimy aganst the Goths
and Totila  And 1f he had actually carried out this
idea, I belheve that, with Rome still under his power,
and the soldiers 1n the city saved for him and enabled
to unite with the 1elieving force fiom Byzantium, he
would have overcome his opponents in the war, But
mn fact, after first selecting Liberius, one of the patri-
cians from Rome, and oidering him to make himself
ready, he later, perhaps because some other business
claimed his attention, lost interest in the matter.

After the siege of Rome had continued for a long
tune, some of the Isaurians who were keeping g guard
at the gate wlich bears the name of Paul the
Apostle 2—men nuising a grievance because for
many years nothing had been paid them by the
emperor, and observing, at the same time, that
those Isaunans who had previously surrendered
Rome to the Goths had become the proud possessors
of vast sums of money—very secretly opened
negotiations with Totila and agieed to hand over
the city, and o defimte day was appomted for the
transaction  So when the appomnted day was come,
Totila contiived the following plan  He launched
i the Tiber River duting the fiist watch of the
mght two long boats, placing on them men who
understood the use of the tiumpet These he com-
manded to row straight acioss the Tiber, and when

1 At the Tiber’s mouth
2 The Porta Ostiensis. Cf. Book VI, 1v. 3.
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xxxvi g-16

they came close to the cwrcuit-wall to sound the
trumpets there with all therr might. Meanwhile he
himself was holding the Gothic army in 1eadiness
close to the above-mentioned gate which bears the
name of the Apostle Paul, unobseived by his enemy
And reasoning that, if any of the Roman army should
succeed m escaping from the city, as they well
mught under cover of darkness, they would go to
Centumcellae, for no other foitress was left to them
anywhere among the towns of that region, he
decided to guaid the road leading thither by means
of some ambuscades of warlike men, to whom he
gave mstructions to destroy the fugitives So the
men in the boats, upon getting near the city,
mmmediately made use of thewr trumpets, as they
had been mstructed to do  Thereupon the Romans
were thunderstruck, and falling into great fear and
confusion suddenly abandoned for no sutficient reason
then several posts and hastened on the run to give
assistance at that pownt, supposing that the attempt
was dnected agamnst that pait of the wall Thus
the Isaurmans who were betiaymng the aity remained
alone at thewr post, and they opened the gates at
thewr leisure and recewved the enemy into the aty
And theie was great slaughter of those who fell
mto the hands of the enemy there, though many
made off in fhght through other gates, but those
who went towaid Centumcellae ! got into the ambus-
cades and penshed. However, a few of them did
escape with difficulty, Diogenes too, they say, being
among them and securing hus safety though wounded

Now there was in the Roman aimy one named

1 Modern Civita Vecchia.

4 o5 L. 64 V. 5 gpérepa V. opérepa Exagror L,
7
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VII. xxxvi. 16-22

Paulus, a Cihiczan by birth, who at first had been 1n
charge of the household of Belisarius, but later went
with the army to Italy in command of a cavalry
tioop, and had been appomnted with Diogenes to
command the gainson of Rome This Paulus,
dming the capture of the city at that tume, 1ushed
with four hundred horsemen into the Tomb of
Hadiian and seized the bridge leading to the church
of the Apostle Peter And while 1t was still dawn
and a hittle daylight was about to appear, the Gothic
aimy assailed these men, but they withstood their
enemy most vigorously where they were and gamned
the upper hand; indeed they slew large numbers
of the barbarians, seemg they were mn a great
throng and huddled together When Totila saw
this, he stopped the fighting 1mmediately, and com-
manded the Goths quietly to blockade their enemy,
thinking that he would capture the men by starva-
tion. Consequently Paulus and the four hundred
passed that day without food, and bivouacked duning
the night in the same condition  On the following
day, howevei, they resolved to use some of the
horses for food, but a feeling of reluctance owing to
the unusual natuie of this food pievented them
until late aftetnoon, although exceedingly hard
pressed by hunger At that time, after long
deliberation among themselves, and after exhoiting
one another to boldness, they came to the conclusion
that the better course for them was to end then
lives then and theie by a glouous death In fact
their decision was to make a sudden rush upon their
enemy, to kill as many of them as each man could,

2 Sienpovoaro Maltretus . Siexpovoavro MSS
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VII. xxxvi. 22-28

and thus each and every one of them to meet his
death valiantly  Accoidingly they rushed suddenly
into each other's arms, and kissing one another’s
cheeks held their fiiends 1n a last embrace on the
pomnt of death, intending one and all to perish
forthwith

But Totila, obseiving this, began to fear that men
who wele setting then faces toward death, having
now no fuither hope as regaids safety, would inflict
ureparable harm upon the Goths He theiefoie
sent to them and offered them a choice of two
alteinatives, either to leave their hoises and arms
there, take an oath not agamn to fight aganst the
Goths, and thus to depait for Byzantium without
expeulencing any harm, o1, on the other hand, to
keep therr own possessions and fight theieafter mn
the Gothic army, enjoying full and complete equality
with the Goths These pioposals weie heard gladly
by the Romans And at first, to be suie, all were
for choosing to go to Byzantrum, but latei, being
ashamed to make then withdiawal on foot and
without arms, and dieading also that they would
fall mto some ambuscades on the homewaid journey
and thus be destioyed, and beaimng a giudge,
fuithetmole, because the Roman State owed them
pay for a long perod, they all mingled voluntaily
with the Gothic army, except indeed that Paulus
and one of the Isaurans, Mindes by name, came
before Totila and piayed him io send them to
Byzantium  Foi they stated that they had childien
and wives in their native land, and apait from these
they weie unable to ive And Totila 1ecewved the
1equest of these men with favour, beheving that
they were speaking the truth, and he released them

II
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HISTORY OF WARS, VII xxxvi. 28-xxxvii 5

after presenting them with travelling money and
sending an escort with them There were others
also of the Roman aimy, those, namely, who had
chanced to take iefuge mn the sanctuaries of the
city, about thiee hundied in number, who received
pledges and went over to Totila. As for Rome
itself, Totila was unwilling thereafter either to dis-
mantle or to abandon 1it, instead he decided to
establish 1n residence theie both Goths and Romans,
not only members of the senate, but also all the
others, for the following reason.

XXXVII

Not long before this Totila had sent to the ruler
of the Franks and requested him to give his daughter
i marriage But the Frankish king spurned the
request, declaring that Totila neither was nor ever
would be king of Italy, seeing that after capturing
Rome he had been utterly unable to hold 1t, but
after tearing down a portion of 1t had let 1t fall again
mto the hands of his enemy. Consequently he
made haste on the present occasion to convey sup-
plies into the city, and gave ordeis to rebuild as
quickly as possible everything which he himself had
pulled down and destioyed by fire when he captured
Rome at the previous lime , then he summoned the
members of the Roman senate and all the others
whom he had under guaid in Campama  And after
witnessing the horse-1aces there, he made 1eady his
whole army, intending to make an expedition against
Sicily, At the same time too he put hs four

4 7005 Vi Tobste L 5 Beacduevos L. Béuevos V.,
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VII. xxxvi. 5-13

hundied war-ships mn readiness for sea-fighting, as
well as a very considerable fleet of laige ships which
had been sent thither from the East by the emperor,
and which he, durng all this time, had had the
fortune to capture with both crews and caigoes. He
also sent a Roman named Stephanus as an envoy to
the’ emperor, requesting him to put an end to this
war and make a treaty with the Goths, with the
understanding that they should fight as his allies
when he should go agamnst his other enemies But
the Empetor Justiman would not permit the envoy
even to come wnto hus presence, nor did he pay the
least attention to anything he sad

When Totila heard this, he agan set about making
preparations for the war And 1t seemed to him
advisable first to make tual of Centumecellae and
then to piroceed aganst Sicily Now the gaison
there was at that time commanded by Diogenes, the
guardsman of Belisarius, and he had a sufficient force
under him  So the Gothic army, upon ieaching
Centumcellae, made camp close to the circuit-wall
and commenced a siege  And Totila sent envoys to
Diogenes and challenged him and lus soldieis, if 1t
was then wish to reach a deaision by battle with
the Goths, to fall to with all speed He also advised
them to enteitain no hope whatever that fuither
1emforcements from the empeior would 1each them,
for Justman, he said, was unable longer to carry on
thus war against the Goths, if anyone could base a
reasonable judgment upon those things which had

2 wubr Vo okalel i L
3 vd Haury 7& perd V. perd L
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taken place at Rome for such a long period He
accordingly offered them the privilege of choosing
whichever of two alteinatives they wished, either to
mingle with the Gothic army on terms of complete
equality, or to depait from the city without suffering
harm and betake themselves to Byzantium  But the
Romans and Diogenes declared that 1t was not then
wish either to fight a decisive battle or, on the other
hand, to mingle with the Gothic army, because they
would find 1t 1mpossible to hve apart from their
children and their wives And as for the city over
which they were keeping guaid, they were quite
unable for the present to suirender 1t with any
plausible excuse, since they had, in fact, not even a
pretext for doing so at that time, paiticularly if they
wished to present themselves before the emperor;
they did, however, beg hun to defer the matter for
a time, 1 order that they mught during that inteival
report the situation to the emperoi, and in case no
relief should come to them from him in the mean-
time, that then finally they mught qut the aty,
thus they would surrender the city to the Goths,
while they, for thewr pait, would not be without
justification m leaving 1t Tlis was approved by
Totila, and a defimte day was agieed upon; then
thirty men were given as hostages by each side to
make this agreement binding, and the Goths broke
up the siege and proceeded on the way to Sicily.
But when they came to Rhegium, they did not
cross the strait there until they had made tnal of thy
fortress of that city Now the gariison thele

2 afpeaw oby mpobrelvero V€l 8 bs friora
éorwv, alpeqv mpodrelvaro L
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commanded by Thurimuth and Himerius, whom
Belisarius had appomted to that post And since
they had under them a large force of excellent men,
they not only repulsed the enemy when he attacked
the wall, but also made a sally and gained the
advantage 1n combat Later, howevel, since they
were fai outnumbered by then opponents, they
wete shut up mnside the circurt-wall and remained
quiet. So Totila left a portion of the Gothic aimy
there to guard the place, expecting that at a later
time they would capture the Roman garrison through
fallure of the food supply , meanwhile he sent an
aimy agamst Tarentum and took over the fortress
there with no difficulty ; likewise the Goths whom
he had left in the land of Picenum also took the
city of Aruminum at that time, for 1t was betrayed
to them

When the Empeior Justinian heaid this, he formed
the purpose of appomnting his nephew Germanus
commander-mn-chief to cairy on the war aganst the
Goths and Totila, and he duected lim to make
ready Now when the repoit of thus 1eached Italy,
the Goths became very deeply conceined, for the
1eputation of Geimanus happened to be a favourable
one among all men The Romans, on the other
hand, straightway became confident one and all, and
the soldieis of the empeior’s axmy began to meet
danger and hardship much more courageously
the emperor for some unknown reason changec
rund and decided to appomnt to the post Libe#
Roman whom I have mentioned i the
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narrative,! mn place of Germanus. And Liberius did
m fact make preparations with all possible speed, and
1t was expected that he would sail away immediately
with an atmy. But agamn the emperor changed his
mind, and consequently he too 1emamned quiet It
was ap this time that Verus with a band of excellent
wairiors whom he had gathered about him came to
an engagement not fai from the caity of Ravenna
with the Goths who were in Picenum, and he not
only lost many of his followers but was also killed
himself after shewing himself a brave man 1 the
encounter
XXXVIIL

At about this time an aimy of Sclaven: 2 amounting
to not more than three thousand crossed the Ister
River without encounteiing any opposition, advanced
mimediately to the Hebrus Ruver,® which they
crossed with no difficulty, and then split into two
parts. Now the one section of them contaned
eighteen hundied men, while the other compiised
the remainder And although the two sections were
thus sepaiated from each othei, the commanders of
the Roman aimy, upon engaging with them, both m
Illyricum and 1n Thrace, were defeated unexpectedly,
and some of them were killed on the field of battle,
while otheis saved themselves by a disorderly flight
Now after all the generals had fared thus at the
hands of the two barbarian armes, though they were,
far mferior to the Roman forces in number, on
section of the enemy engaged with Asbadus
man was a guard of the Empeior Justiman,

1 Chap xxxw1 6. 2 Cf. VIL xuv,
3 Modern Mantza.



6

<

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

eq rovs Kavdi8drovs Makov/.bevovc -re?xwv éTuye,
T&Y 8¢ [mmiKdY /ca,'rakoryaw TIPXEY ol érT Zaupou)\,(p
T® év ®pam; povpley éx 'n-a)»al,ov tSpvuTaz
oAl Te xal apw-rot Bvres. /cou alrovs ! of
dxlaﬁnvob -rpe\lfa,ueuob av8€w TovE 7r7tew'rou<;
pev abaxpo'ranz ¢evryov7a9 e/c'relmw, "AcBaboy
86 xam?taﬁoweq ev ey Tm Tapavrira eé‘wrypvya-av,
vzr'repaz/ 56 avroy és ﬂrvpos‘ ey,@eﬁmmevov ([J)»Ofya.
ékavoay, (pdvras 7rpa¢epou ée ToD vadTOU TOD
Lwﬁpw'n'ou éxdeipavres. TaiTa Stuv're'zrpary,uevoa
Ta yopta Eburavra, Td Te ®pawwu kal’ I7prww,
a8eeo'repov2 énilovro, Kal quoupLa wok?&a o-
Mopma elcm'spm ei?»ov, ofire 'renxo,uaxncmwae
~rp07epov, ou're & 7o 'n'e&ou karaBfvar Tolu-
gavTes, evrel, ou3e yhy v Pw,wcuwv xatalely
ery/ceyecpn/caa'z ol Bap,@apm oDToL TOTOTE, 0L
uny ovdé aTpaTd 7ro-ra/,wy Io*rpov ¢awourau
Szaﬁeﬁn/co-res' éx ToD 7rav7'oq Xpovov, mhfy ye 8y
é€ dTov wot e,wn'poaﬁev elpnTat.

Otror 8¢ of Tov "AoBadov VEI/LK?)KO'TGS‘ éxpt
é Odracoav Anoduevor eqSeEns‘ dmavra  ral
wé?\tv émribfaracaiay TELXO,MOLX)]O'aV'TES‘ elhov,
xawep a'rpanw'rwv ppovpav exovcnw, lom;pov
ovoua U] TpaTN pév Opardy Tdv wapa.?waw éal,
Tob 8¢ Bué‘avﬂou diéyer 609 uepdy 8v0/ca5361ca.
EL)\,OV 8¢ alTyy Tpovrco Totdde. ol pév w?»ewmz
év 3vo‘xwpba,ts‘ mpPo TOD Wepb,@o)\.ov a'gbaq au'ravg
"'lcpm#av, o)wyot, 86 TIVES w,u i Tas wohas ryevo-
¢ al mpos avwxov'ra elotw 77Mov, ToUS ev
srdAEeat ‘Pouaiovs fudylovv. Tmoromd-




HISTORY OF THE WARS, VII. xxxviii. 5-17

served among the candidali,! as they are called, and
he was also commander of the cavalry cohorts which
fiom ancient times have been stationed at Tzurullum,?
the fortiess mn Thrace, a numerous body of the best
tioops  These too the Sclaven: routed with no
trouble, and they slew the most of them in a most
disgraceful flight; they also captured Asbadus and
for the moment made him a prisoner, but afterwards
they burned him by casting im 1nto a fire, having
fist flayed strnps fiom the man’s back. Having
accomphshed these things, they turned to plunder
all the towns, both of Thrace and of Illyricum, in
comparative security, and both armies captured
many fortresses by siege, though they neither had
any previous experience i attacking city walls, nor
had they dared to come down to the open plamn,
simnce these barbarians had never, in fact, even
attempted to overrun the land of the Romans
Indeed 1t appears that they have never in all time
crossed the Ister River with an aimy befoie the
occasion which I have mentioned above
Then those who had defeated Asbadus plundered
everything 1n order as far as the sea and captured by
storm a city on the coast named Topuus? though 1t
had a garnison of soldieis, this 1s the first of the
coast towns of Thrace and 1s twelve days’ journey dis-
tant from Byzantium  And they captured 1t in the
following manner The most of them concealed
themselves 1n the 10ugh ground which lay before the
fortifications, while some few went near the gate
which 1s toward the east and began to haiass }
Romans at the battlements. Then the soldieiskeeq |
1 Bodyguairds distinguished by a white tume r}”

2 Modern Chorlou. S
8 Opposite Thasos, m the region of moderrs
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guard there, supposing that they were no moxe than
those who were seen, immediately seized thei arms
and one and all sallied forth against them. Where-
upon the baibaiians began to withdraw to the rear,
making 1t appear to thewr assalants that they weie
moving off in retreat because they weie thoroughly
frighténed by them, and the Romans, being drawn
into the pursuit, found themselves at a considerable
distance from the foitifications Then the men in
ambush rose fiom thewr Inding-places and, placing
themselves behind the pursueis, made 1t no longer
possible for them to enter the city. Furthermore,
those who had seemed to be in flight tuined about,
and thus the Romans now came to be exposed to
attack on two sides Then the barbarians, after
destroying these to the last man, assaulted the
fortifications But the inhabitants of the city,
deprived as they were of the suppoit of the soldiers,
found themselves m a very difficult situation, yvet
even so they waided off the assailants as well as the
circumstances peimitted.  And at first they resisted
successfully by heating o1l and pitch tll 1t was very
hot and pouring 1t down on those who were attack-
ing the wall, and the whole population jomned in
hurling stones upon them and thus came not very
far fiom 1epeling the danger But finally the bar-
batians overwhelmed them by the multitude of then
missiles and forced them to abandon the battlements,
whereupon they placed laddeis aganst the fortifica-
tions and so captured the city by storm  Then they
slew all the men immediately, to the number z
fifteen thousand, took all the valuables as plun
and reduced the childien and women to s
Before this, however, they had spared
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but both these and the other group, since the
time when they fell upon the land of the Romans,
had been killing all who fell m thewr way, young
and old alike, so that the whole land mhabited
by the Illyuans and Thiacians came to be every-
where filled with unbuiled coipses

Now they killed thew victims, not with sword
noi spear, nor in any other accustomed manner, but
by planting very fiimly in the earth stakes which
they had made exceedingly shaip, and seating the
poor wietches upon these with gieat violence, driving
the pont of the stake between the buttocks and
foreing 1t up wnto the intestines; thus did they see
fit to destioy them These baibauans also had a
way of planting four thick stakes very deep in the
ground, and after binding the feet and hands of the
captives to these they would then assiduously beat
them over the head with clubs, klling them hke
dogs or snakes o1 any other anmmal. Others again
they would mmprison mn thewr huls together with
then cattle and sheep—those, of couise, which they
were utterly unable to take with them to thewr
native haunts—and then they would set fire to the
huts without meicy Thus did the Sclavem con-
sistently destroy those who fell m thewr way  But
fiom this time onwaid both these and those of the
other group, bemg as 1t were diunk with the great
quantity of blood they had shed, saw fit to make
prisoners of some who fell mto themr hands, and
consequently they weire taking with them countless,
thousands of prisoneis when they all departed
the homewaid way
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XXXIX

ArTER this the Goths assaulted the fortress of
Rhegium, but the besieged continued to defend
themselves very vigoiously and so 1epulsed them,
and Thurmuth was always conspicuous for the deeds
of heroism which he peiformed mn fighting them
But Totila discovered that the besieged weie in
want of provisions, and so he contented himself with
leaving a poition of his aimy there to keep guard,
m order, of course, that the enemy might not cairy
i anything theieafter, but might be compelled by
lack of necessities to surrender themselves and the
fortress to the Goths, he himself meanwhile ciossed
over to Sialy with the iest of the army and delivered
an attack on the wall of Messana And Domnentiolus,
the nephew of Buzes, who was m command of the
Romans theie, encountered him before the fortifica-
tions, and n the cngagement which followed he
was not unsuccessful But he went back into the
city and remained quiet, attending to the guarding
of the place The Goths, however, since no one
came out aganst them, plundered practically the
whole of Siwialy. And the Romans besicged 1n
Rhegium, commanded by Thumuth and Himerius,
as I have said, seemg then pirovisions had fuled
completely, came to terms and surmendeied them-
selves and the foitiess to the enemy.
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and to put forth all his power to save the island
But he very speedily iepented having appomnted
Libetius commander of the fleet, for he was an
extremely old man and without experience i deeds
of war, Then he absolved Artabanes fiom all the
charges agamnst hin,! and appomting him General
of the® forces m Thrace straightway sent lim to
Sialy, providing hum with an aimy of no great size
but instructing hum to take over the fleet com-
manded by Liberus, smece he was summoning
Laberius to Byzantium. But as commander-in-chief
in the war agamst Totila and the Goths he appointed
Germanus, lus own nephew To him he gave an
army of no great size, but he provided him with
a considerable amount of money and directed him
to gather a very fornmmdable army from Thrace and
Illyricum and then to set forth with gieat speed for
Italy. And he fuither instiacted him to take with
bim to Italy both Philemuth the BErulian with lis
troops and his own son-in-law John the nephew
of Vitahan, for John, as Geneial of the foices 1n
Illy1icum, was stationed there

Then a great ambition took possession of Germanus
to achieve for himself the oveirthrow of the Goths,in
order that it nught be his fortune to recover for the
Roman empire both Libya and Italy For in the
case of Libya, at any 1ate, he had been sent theie
by the emperor at the time when Stotzas had es-
tablished lus tyranny and was aheady holding the
power of Libya most securely, and he had exceeded
all expectations by defeating the rebels mn battle,
put an end to the tyranny, and once more 1ecovered

1 In connection with the palace plot, VII sxxn
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Libya for the Roman empire, as I have recounted
i the preceding nanativel And now that the
affans of Italy had come to such a pass as I have
just described, he naturally wished to win for him-
self great glory in that field, by showing himself
able to 1ecover this too for the emperor Now his
fust move, made possible by the fact that his wife,
who was named Passara, had died long before, was
to many Malasuntha, the daughter of Amalasuntha
and granddaughter of Theoderic, since Vittigis had
already passed fiom the world. For he cheiished
the hope that, 1f the woman should be with him 1n
the aimy, the Goths would piobably be ashamed to
take up arms against her, calling to muind the rule
of Theoderic and Atalarie. Then, by expending
great sums of money, pait of which was provided
by the emperor, but most of which he furmshed
unstintingly fiom his own 1esouices, he easily sue-
ceeded, contiary to expectation, in raising a gieat
army of very warhke men 1n a shoit space of time

For among the Romans, on the one hand, the ex-
petienced fighteis i many cases ignored the officers
to whom they belonged as spearmen and guaids and
followed Geimanus; these came not only fiom
Byzantium, but also from the towns of Thrace and
Hlyiicum as well, hus sons Justinus and Justinian
having displayed great zeal in this matter—for he
had taken them also on lus departuie He also
eniolled some fiom the cavally detachments which
were stationed in Thrace, with the empeior’s pei-
mission. The baibaiians also, on the other hand,
who had then homes near the Ister River kept
coming 1 great numbers, attiacted by the fame ¢

1 Book IV avi, xvi,
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Germanus, and, upon receiving large sums of money,
these mingled with the Roman army And other
baibarians too kept flocking to his standard, collected
fiom the whole world Furtheimore, the ruler of
the Lombards made 1eady a thousand heavy-armed
soldierg and promised to send them 1ight speedily
When these things weie reported in Italy,
with such additions as rumour customanly makes
as 1t spreads among men, the Goths weie both
frightened and perplexed at the same tmme,
bemg faced, as they were, with the necessity
of making war upon the 1ace of Theoderic. But
those Roman soldiers who chanced to be fighting
unwillingly m the ranks of the Goths sent a mes-
senger to Germanus with ordeis to state to him that,
as soon as they should see him arrived in Italy and
his army actually encamped, they too without any
hesitation would ceirtainly array themselves with Ins
tioops  All these things brought fiesh courage to
the detachments of the emperor’s aimy i Ravenna
and whatever other cities chanced to be left i their
hands, and being now filled with the highest hopes
they were determined to guard the towns 11gorously
for the emperor Nay, more, all those who under
Verus or other commanders had previously engaged
with the enemy and had escaped after being defeated
m battle by thewr opponents, and were now dispersed
and wandeung about, each man wherever chance
led hum, all these, as soon as they heaxd that
Germanus was on the way, gathered in a body n
Istria, and there remained quiet, awaiting this atmy

2 droboior K, arodoio ) éerodaion L
3 abréy K yepuaviv L
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Just at this time Totila sent to Centumcellae (for
the time agreed upon by him and Diogenes as
touching this town had arived), and commanded
Diogenes to smrender the city in accordance with
the agreement. Diogenes, however, said that he
personally no longer had authorty to do this, for
he had heaid that Germanus had been appointed
commander-in chief to cairy on that war, and was
not far away with his army And he added that,
m regard to the hostages, 1t was his desire to receive
back, on the one hand, their own, and, on the other,
to return those furmished by the Goths Then, afte
dismissing the messengers, he turned his attention
to the defence of the aty, expecting Germanus and
the army with him  Such was the course of these
events; and the winter drew to its close, and the
fifteenth year ended m this war, the history ofs304p
which Procopius has wiitten

XL

But while Geimanus was collecting and orgamzing
lis army in Sardice! the aty of Illyricum, and
making all the necessary prepaiations for war with
the greatest thoroughness, a throng of Sclaveni such
as never before was known arrived on Roman soil,
having crossed the Ister River and come to the
vieimty of Naissus? Now some few of these had
scattered from their aimy and, wandering about the
countiy there alone, weie captured by certamn of
the Romans and made prisoners, and the Romans

1 Modern Sofia 2 Modern Nish
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questioned them as to why this particular army of
the Sclaven: had crossed the Ister and what they
had 1 mind to accomphsh. And they stoutly
declared that they had come with the mtention of
capturing by siege both Thessalonice? itself and
the aities around 1t When the emperor heard this,
he wis greatly agitated and stiaightway wrote to
Germanus directing hum to postpone for the moment
his expedition to Italy and defend Thessalonice and
the other cities, and to repel the invasion of the
Sclaven: with all hus power So Germanus, for his
part, was devoting himself to this problem.

But the Sclaveni, upon learning definitely fiom
their captives that Germanus was in Sardice, began
to be afiaid, for Germanus had a great reputation
among these particular barbarians for the following
reason Duiing the reign of Justiman, the uncle of
Germanus, the Antae, who dwell close to the Sclaveni,
had crossed the Ister River with a gieat army and
invaded the Roman domain Now the empeior had
not long before this, as 1t happened, appointed
Germanus Geneial of all Thrace. He accordingly
engaged with the hostile aimy, defeated them
decisively in battle, and killed practically all of
them; and Germanus, as a 1esult of this achievement,
had coveired himself with gieat glory in the estima-
tion of all men, mcluding these same barbarians.
Consequently, on account of then dread of him, as
I have said, and also because they supposed that he
was conducting a very formidable force, seeing that
lie was being sent by the emperor against Totila
and the Goths, the Sclaven: immediately turned

1 Modern Salonica
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aside fiom thewr maich on Thessalonice and no
longer daied to descend to the plamn, but they
crossed over all the mountamn 1anges of Illyricum
and so came mto Dalmatia Geimanus, accordingly,
paid no further attention to them and 1ssued orders
to the entne aimy to prepare for marching, intending
to commence the journey thence to Italy two days
later

But by some chance 1t so befell that he was taken
sick and abruptly 1eached the term of hife. Thus
did Germanus suddenly pass away, a man endowed
with the finest qualities and remaikable for his
activity; for in wai, on the one hand, he was not only
a most able general, but was also resouiceful and
independent 1n action, while 1n peace and prosperity,
on the otheir hand, he well understood how to uphold
with all firmness both the laws and the mstitutions
of the state. As a judge he was conspicuously up-
ught, while 1in private hfe he made loans of laige
sums of money to all who 1equested 1it, never so
much as speaking of taking mteiest fiom them
Both 1n the palace and m the maiket-place he was
aman of very impiessive personahity and exceedingly
serious demeanour, while in his daily home lhife he
was a pleasant, open-heaited, and chaiming host.
He would not permut, as far as his stiength allowed,
any offence n the palace agamnst established laws,
no1 did he ever share either in the purpose or in
the conveisations of the conspiratols in Byzantium,
though many even of those m power went so far
in their unnatural conduct Such then was the couise
of these events.

The empeio1 was deeply moved by this misfortune,
and commanded John, the nephew of Vitahan and

41



11

12

13

14

15

16

17

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

a8€?\.¢b80w, Ceppavod 8¢ wauBpév, Edv ’lov-
oTwiarh Ha-repw Toly  I'eppavod waiSoww L
O'Tpawco -rom-w és T I-raMav nyno-ao*@az. xal
ol pév T émwl Aahupatias fecav, os év Sdiwat
Siayetpdoovres, émwel adlvata odiow @dovto
€lvat THvikdOe TOU KalpoD TEpuODTL THW TOD
KON OV wepioSov é 'Irariav xopi(ea’ﬁm' da-
wop@,ueveo‘&az yap vnév a'¢w'w ob  mapougiy
a,u,nxa.va. Y. AL,BEPLOQ‘ 8¢, olmw T TeTUT 1€V oS
ovrep Baoihel a,udn, T® oTONY TOUTY /.LGTG/.LG)\,G,
Evpa/covaaw ﬂ'poaeaxe 'rroMop/cov/.LevaL; mPOS
TOY wakemwv. Bmo’a,uevog Te TOUS -rav-n; Bap-
Bdpovs & Te Tov Mpéva raTfpe rcm mavtl TR
oTON®  évTos Tob rept,@o)»ov e'yeve'ro. kal
Ap’ra,@avm 3¢ od mOMAD vaTepov év Kean)»a)m’q,
yevbuevos, émetdn Tods a,ucj)c AaBepzov Hon év-
9€V8€ avax@evrae émrl ZL/ceXLaq K€ a)pmceval,
erva, dpas évfévde méhayos avﬂ/ca 7o "Adpia-
TiROY xa?\,ovp,evov Steﬁn émel Oé Ka?\a,Bpwv
aryxov eryeve'ro, XELudvés ol efawwv e7rt7re<rov‘ros‘
ral Tod 'rrvev,ua-roq akAnpod Te v'n-epwyav ov-ros‘
kal am’ évavrias o‘qbww iovros, olTws dmdoas
SLamceSawvo'ﬁa.a Tas vavs fum;vexﬁn, @s Soxely
o-ra 817 ai moA\al és -rnv Ka?»a,Bpmv efevexeewm
Umo Tols 'n'o)\e/u,ow efyevov'ro. otk M 8¢ odrws,
arha 7rpoc; ToU 'rrveu;m'roq Edv Blg moAANG Siow-
Ooup.evan aveo’7pe¢>ov Te Bmfopeva& vwequuw?
kai abfis ev He)\.o-;ravmfa'm eryevovro. kal Tals
d\hats 8¢, am; 'n-aparvxn, % &eqb@apecu ) Sua-
cerdobfar 're'rvxmca vais dé ,uLa,, év 5 &mhe
Ap'raﬂavm a,vTos‘, 700 (oToD of év TP cdlg
ToUTQ dmoroméyTos, és Toaovde kivdivov éNbodoa,
42



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VII xl 1o0-17

son-in-law of Germanus, m company with Justiman,
one of the two sons of Germanus, to lead this army
into Italy. So they set out on the way to Dalmatia,
wtending to pass the winter in Salones, since 1t
seemed to them impossible at that season to make
the ciremit of the gulf, as they would be obliged to
do m"travelling mto Italy; for it was impossible for
them to feiry across since they had no ships  Mean-
while Liberius, not having as jet learned anything
of the empeior’s change of purpose 1egarding the
fleet he commanded, put mn at Syracuse while 1t was
under siege by the enemy And he foiced his way
through the baibaman lines, salled into the harbour,
and so got inside the fortifications with the whole
fleet Now Artabanes not long after this 1eached
Cephallenia, and finding that Liberwus and his army
had alieady put out to sea and departed thence on
the way to Sialy, he immediately set out from there
and crossed the so-called Adiatic Sea. But when
he came near Calabma, he was assalled by a teirific
stoom and a head wind of extraoidinary violence,
and 1t so fell out that all the ships weie scattered so
completely that it appeared that the most of them
had been driven on the shoie of Calabria and fallen
mto the hands of the enemy This, however, was
not the case, but they had first been duven apart
by the great violence of the wind, then had turned
about, heavily buffeted meanwhile by the sea, and
had 1eached the Peloponnesus agam As for the
other ships, some weie lost and some wele saved,
according to where chance cainied them But one
ship, that m which Artabanes himself was sailing,
had 1ts mast bioken off in this heavy sea, and yet,
after coming to such a degiee of dange1, was cairied
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by the surge and followed the swell until 1t came to
land at the 1sland of Melital Thus did 1t come
about contraiy to espectation that Artabanes was
saved

Libenus now found mmself unable to make sallies
agamst the besiegers o1 to fight a decisive battle
agamst them, while at the same time thewr pro-
visions could not possibly suffice for any consideiable
time, seeing thev were a large foice, and so he set
sall fiom theie with s tioops, and, eluding the
enemy, withdrew to Panormus,

Totila and the Goths, meanwhile, had plundered
practically the whole land of Sialy; they had
collected as booty a vast number of horses and other
amimals, and had stripped the island of grain and all
1ts other crops, these, together with all the treasure,
which amounted to a great sum indeed, they loaded
on then ships, and then suddenly abandoned the
1sland and 1eturned to Italy, being nnpelled to do so
for the following reason. Not long before this, as 1t
happened, Totila had appointed one of the Romans,
Spinus by name, a native of Spolitium, to be s
personal adviser. This man was staying in Catana,
which was an unwalled town. And, by some chance,
1t came about that he fell into the hands of the
enemy there. Now Totila, being eager to 1escue
this man, wished to release to the Romans m his
stead a nolable’s wife who was his prisoner. But
the Romans would not consent to accept a woman 1n
exchange for a man holding the position of quaestor,
asitis called The man consequently became fear-
ful that he would be destroyed while in hostile
hands, and so promised the Romans that he would

1 Modein Meleda
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persuade Totila to depart immediately from Sieily
and cross over to Italy with the whole Gothic army
So they first bound him over by oaths to carry out
this promise and then gave him up to the Goths,
recenving the woman mn return He then went
before Totila and asserted that the Goths were not
consulfing their own inteiests, now that they had
plundered practically the whole of Sialy, 1n remain-
ing there for a few nsignificant fortresses For he
declared that he had recently heard, winle he was
among the enemy, that Germanus, the emperor’s
nephew, had passed from the world, and that John,
his son-in-law, and Justiman, his son, with the
whole army collected by Geimanus were already 1n
Dalmatia and would move on from there, after
completing their preparations m the briefest time,
straight for Liguiia, n oider, obviously, to descend
suddenly upon the Goths and make slaves of their
women and clhildren and to plunder all their
valuables, and it would be better for the Goths, he
said, to be there to meet them, passing the winter
meanwhile m safety in company with thewr famihes
“For,” he went on, “1if we overcome that army, 1t
will be possible for us at the opening of spung to
1enew our opelations against Sicily fiee from anxiety
and with no thought of an enemy in our minds.”
Totila was convinced by this suggestion, and so,
leaving guaids in four strongholds, he himself, taking
with him the entire booty, crossed over with all the
rest of the army to Italy Such was the course of
these events.

Now John and the emperor’s army, upon 1eaching
Dalmatia, decided to pass the wmter in Salones,
purposing to march from there straight fo Ravenna

47



31

33

34

35

36

37

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

vys oSw Leval, 3;avoov/.csvoz. Efchaﬂnvol Be', ol Te
Ta 7rpo'repa év yp 1§ Bam?\ews‘ ryeyo,u,evm, damep
poL &varyyos Be&n'yn-raz, kal d\hot ol 77-070»@)
va‘repav "lorpov moraudv SiafBdvres xal Tols
7rpo'7‘epots‘ avamxﬁewee, fcm-eﬁeov év 7707\7\07
efovo-m 'T77U Pco,ual.cov apxr,w. kal Twes a,u.eu év
uvrmln,a eanu ws Tovrinas 'rau*rouq 8y Tovs Bap-
Bapovq Xmeaa-L wo?\?\,ow avameloas émiméurete
'rms' 'rav'rn ‘Poualos, smrws & Baaw)»e:, avaa'ra
eln Tov 'n'poc Ié70ovs ro?»e;wv aoyola Th és 70u~
Tovs &) Tovs Bap,@apovq eu 8toucno'aa'9at. elre
8¢ Tovtirg Xapbé’op,svm erre wc?&n'rm Emkaﬁnvm
évradla 17)»601; owc éxw ewrew. és Tpla [LGIJ'TOI.
TE)\.T} a'an,q adrods Stendvres of Bapﬁapoz obToL
cwnlceo"ra, év Edpdmy 7§ 8\p eprya ecpryao-av*ro,
odx é em8po,u.1;9 7\.775;’0/1,61)05 Ta éretvy ywpla,
A\ damep év Xoopa olxetq &axet/mfom'es‘ 0Udéy
Te BedioTes wo?\e;uov. foTepoy 8 Iova"nmavos'
Baorevs a"rpanav a’g’ta)»arwaaTnv ér’ adrovs
Emeprrev, fs d\ho: Te ral Kwvoravriavés xal
" z A 4 (4 reY A2 ~ <
Apdrios xai Naldpns syodvro xal 'lovertives ¢
Teppavod mwals xal lodvins, Svmwep émikAnow
éxalovy Paydv. émiordtyy d¢ ZyolacTikov
ép’ dmact raresTicato, Thv év Ilahatie
e&voﬁxwv &a.

Odros ¢ cr'r,oafos‘ ,u.otpau TRV ,Bapﬁapwv xata-
Xa/.L,Buvovaw audl Ab‘pcavov#o?\w, fimep  éml
Oparns év pecoyelos /cez/raz, 7rev're mu,epwv oBov
Bulavriov &:é ovoa. ral 'npoo'm /LGD Xcopew oi
BdapBapor ovkére elyov' Aetav yap émijyovTo

! Modern Edirne or Adrianople,
48



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VII x] 30-37

after the winter season But the Sclaveni now
reappeared, both those who had previously come
mto the emperoi’s land, as I have recounted above,
and others who had crossed the Ister not long after-
wards and jomed the first, and they began to
overrun the Roman domain with complete freedom
And some indeed entertaned the suspicion that
Totila had bribed these very barbaiians with large
gifts of money and so set them upon the Romans
there, with the definite purpose of making 1t
mmpossible for the empeior to manage the war
against the Goths well because of his preoccupation
with these baibarians But as to whether the
Sclavem were conferring a favour upon Totila, o
whether they came there without invitation, I am
unable to say These baibarians did, 1n any case,
dimde themselves into three groups and wiought
irrepaiable damage in all Europe, not melely
plundering that count1y by sudden raids, but actually
spending the wimnter as if in then own land and
having no fear of the enemy. Afterwards, however,
the Emperor Justiman sent a very considerable
army aganst them, which was led by a number of
commanders, including Constantianus, Aratlws,
Nazares, Justinus the son of Germanus and
John who bore the epithet of the Glutton.
But he placed in supreme command over them
all Scholasticus, one of the eunuchs of the
palace.

This army came upon a pait of the barbarians
near Adrianopolis,! which 1s situated mn the interor
of Thiace, five days’ journey distant from Byzantium
And the barbanans were unable to proceed further;
for they were taking with them a booty which
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surpassed all reckoming, consisting of men and
anumals and valuables of every deseiiption  So they
1emamed there, eager to come to an engagement
with the enemy, but without letting this be known to
them m any way Now the Sclaven: were encamped
on the hill which rises there, while the Romans
were 1h the plain not far away And smce a long
time was consumed 1n thus blocking the enemy, the
soldiers began to be resentful and made a great to-do,
laying agamst the generals the charge that while
they themselves, as commanders of the Roman
aimy, had all provisions in abundance, they were
paying no heed to the soldiers, to whom the want of
absolute necessities was causing hardship and who
were unwilling to engage with the enemy By these
remonstiances the geneials weie compelled to jon
battle with the enemy. And the battle which
followed was a fierce one, but the Romans were
decisively vanquished. In that battle many of the
best soldiers perished, and the generals came within
a lttle of falling into the hands of the enemy,
succeeding only with difficulty mn making their
escape with the remnant of the aimy and thus
saving themselves, each as best he could. The
standard of Constantianus was also captured by the
baibanians, who now moved forwaird heedless of the
Roman aimy And they plundered the land of
Astica,} as 1t 1s called, without let o1 hindrance, a
place which had not been ravaged since ancient
times, and for this reason 1t turned out that they found
there an enormous booty. Thus they devastated a

1 Between Adrianople and Constantinople

1 rodrov 89 de Stefani rodrois 3¢ MSS

51
E 2



44

45

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

meav 'n‘o)»?w;v kmé’o,uevw axpt és 'ra ,ualcpa 'TEL ("
aqSucov-ro, &mep o7wya> 7 Méov 77 n,u.epaq 060
Bvé‘avnov BLexeL. 0? TOANGD 8¢ U Darepov 0 ‘Pao-
paiov d'rpa-ros‘ '7'ov'roz9 877 emo-wo,uevo& Tols Bap—
Bdpots, ,umpa Te alTdv evruxov'reg TLvi ical.
efamval.wq és Xapa? e?u?ov'res e"rpe\bav-ro. kal
TOV ,uev wo?»epu,wv rok?»ovs‘ éxtetvay, Pm,u,a:,wv
86 7@V alyparoToy péya Ti Siecdoavto Xpipas
'ra e Kovoravriavod m],uewu €{JP6V’TEQ avel,hay'ro.
of 8¢ Nowwol BdpBapor EVv TH ANy Aetg ér’
olkov dmerxoulobnoay.

1 ¢“Forty milestones,” as stated by Procopius, On the
Buildings, IV 9. The modern lme of defence, passing

52



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIL xl. 43-43

wide expanse of country and came as far as the long
walls, which area little more than one day’s journey !
distant from Byzantum But not long afterwards
the Roman army, in followmng up these barbarians,
came upon a portion of thewr force, engaged with
them suddenly, and turned them to flight And
they hot only slew many of the enemy, but also
rescued a vast number of Roman captives, and they
also found and recovered the standard of Con-
stantianus. But the rest of the baibarians departed
on the homeward way with the other booty.

through Chataldja, 1s about ten mules nearer the city. The
ancient wall, like the modern line, extended from the shore
of the Black Sea to that of the Sea of Marmara, a distance of
twentby eight miles, cutting off the end of the penmsula on
which Byzantium stood
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THE GOTHIC WAR (continued)
[

Tue nairative which 1 have written up to this
pomt has been composed, as far as possible, on the
principle of separating the material into parts which
1elate severally to the countiies in which the different
wars took place, and these parts have already been
published and have appeaied in eveiry coiner of the
Roman empue But fiom this point onward I shall
no longer follow this punciple of arrangement. For
after my writings had appeared before the public, I
was no longer able to add to each the events which
happened afte1wards, but all the later developments
n these wais, and in the war agamnst Peisia as well,
now that I have published the previous parts, will
be wnitten down in full in this present narrative,
and thus the record which I shall make of these
events will of necessity be composite

Now all that took place up to the fourth year of
the five-year truce which was made between the
Romans and the Persians has already been 1ecounted
by me 1n the previous books,!  But in the succeeding
year a Persian army 1n vast numbers invaded the
land of Colchis. In command of this aimy was a
Peisian, Chorianes by name, a man of wide expenence

1 Books I and IT
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n many wars, and a large number of barbarans of
the tribe of the Alani followed him as allies. When
this aimy had come to a part of Lazica, which 1s
called Mocheiesis, they made camp 1n a suitable
position and remained there. Now there 1s a niver
i thap place, the Hippis, not a large or navigable
stream, but actually passable for both hoisemen and
foot-soldiers, and 1t was on the nght of this that
they made their entienchment, not along the bank,
but at a considerable distance from 1t.

At this point in my nariative 1t has seemed to me
not inappropriate to pause a moment, m order that
the geography of Lazica may be clear to those who
read this history and that they may know what races
of men mhabit that region, so that they may not be
compelled to discuss matters which are obscure to
them, like men fighting shadows, I shall therefore
give an account of the distuibution of the peoples
who live about the Euxine Sea, as 1t is called, not
that I am ignorant that these things have been
written down by some of the men of earlier times
also, but Lecause I believe that not all their state-
ments are accurate Some of these wuteis, for
example, have stated! that the teintory of the
Trapezuntines 1s adjomned either by the Sam, who at
the present day are called Tzan, or by the Colchians,
calling another people Laz, who aie actually
addiessed by this name at the piesent day. And
yet neither of these statements 1s true. For, in the
first place, the Tzam live at a very great distance
from the coast as neighbours of the Armemans in
the nterior, and many mountans stand between

1 Xenophon, 4nabasis IV vin 22, and Arnian, Peswplus 11,
state that the Colchians were neighbours of the Trapezuntines
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL i. g-ii. 1

which are thoroughly impassable and altogether
precipitous, and there 1s an extensive area always
devoid of human habitation, cafions fiom which it
1s mmpossible to chmb out, forested heights, and
impassable chasms—all these prevent the Tzam
from being on the sea. In the second place, it is
impossible that the Lazi should not be the Colchians,
because they inhabit the banks of the Phasis River,
and the Colchians have meiely changed theiwr name
at the present time to Lazi, just as nations of men
and many other things do. But apart fiom this, a
long period of time has elapsed since these accounts
were wiitten, and has brought about constant
changes along with the march of events, with the
result that many of the conditions which formerly
obtained have been replaced by new conditions,
because of the migration of nations and successive
changes of rulers and of names These things 1t
has seemed to me very necessary to investigate, not
1elating the mythological talesabout them no1 other
antiquated material, nor even telhng in what part
of the Euxine Sea the poets say Prometheus was
bound (for I consider that lustory is veiy widely
separated from mythology), but stating accurately
and in order both the names of each of those places
and the facts that apply to them at the present day.

I

Tuis Pontus, then, begins fiom Byzantium and
Calchedon and ends at the land of the Colchians

2 oluar Ly efvar K
61



2

(=3

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

i lcal adToy év Sefzci éomhéovTe Bzﬁuvoé TE
lcal, oi au*rwv exo,uez/oc ‘Ovwpidrar kal Hacf)?\a-
ryoves‘ wm;vTaL, ot 0% dM\a Te ywpia Kal Hpa-
K\eLdy T€ /caL Apaa7pw emea)naao-mq mONELS
éxovar, mu ,ue-r adrovs of Ilovrirol em/cakou-
pevor ,uexpz és Tpa'n-eé‘ovwa oMY KAl T Tau~
™s 8pia.  évrabfa moliouatd Te d\ha émi-
faracoidia /cal 2wc67r77 Te Kal ’A/uo‘bq olrelTat,
"Aptgod Se dyxioTa TO TE @e,u,w;covpov xa?»ou-
pevov ral @ep/.Lwav moTauss éotw, ob O TO
OV 'Apalivey orpatémedov yeyevficlal paciw
arxha mepl pév CApalivev ryerypci\[re'ra/ pot o7
TOANGD Zz'mcrﬁey. Tpaweé’ovvnmv Se Ta Spia
Suylcea & 7e /cw,unv Zouuoupp.sva xal 70 ‘Pilaiov
fca?»oup,evoz/ Xwpiov, ovrep Tpaﬂreé‘ouuwwv 8L€X€L
Bvow Huépaty 6dov Sua THs mapalias és Aaé‘mnv
LovTL. Tpaweé’ouv-ros* &é pot érpynaBévre ol
mwapiéoy TO mhelaTe wapaldye ThHde EvuBaivov.
70 rydp p,éM & dmaot Tols wepl Tpameodvra
mewtg m/cpov rywe'raz, évrabla ,uouov a'"racnaé‘o-
,uev'r)c 1'179 apd’ av701 dé&ns. 'rov'rwv oé 317 TAY
Xcopm)v & 8651.& TQ I’é‘awm;c Spn wavra avexeL,
e'zre/cewa Te avrdv "Appévior ‘Popalowv xarijkoo
wxnwan.

Be Tovrwv 8¢ Tdw '1§avucwv opdy KdTeLor
TOTAUDS Boa9 ovo,ua, os oy & e Xoxp,aq
wa;zwknf?ecq va ICaL x@pay Mgbw&; WGPLEPXO-
pevos péperar péy dyyiota Tédv Aalicfs yopiov,

Lard K adréd L 2 Aopbdn K dAddy L.

t Modern Exegh and Amasia
2 Modern Trabuzun
3 Modern Sinob and Samsun.

62



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII. i. 1-6

And as one sails 1nto 1t, the land on the nght 1s
inhabited by the Bithymans, and next after them
by the Honoiiatae and the Paphlagomans, who
have, besides other towns, the coast cities of
Heraclea and Amastris,! beyond them are the
people called Pontier as far as the aity of Trapezus?
and 1its boundaries In that iegion are a number
of towns on the coast, among which are Smope and
Amsus,® and close to Amisus 1s the town called
Themiseyra ¢ and the river Theimodon,? where they
say the army of the Amazons originated But con-
cerning the Amazons I shall wnte a hittle later
From here the territory of the Trapezuntines
extends to the village of Susurmena and the place
called Rhizaeum,$ which 1s two days’ journey distant
from Trapezus as one goes toward Lazica along the
coast But now that I have mentioned Trapezus,
I must not omut the very strange thing which takes
place there, for the honey which 1s produced m all
the places around Thapezus 1s bitter,? this being the
only place wheie it 15 at variance with 1ts established
reputation 8 On the night of these places rise all
the mountains of Tzanica, and beyond them are the
Armemans, who are subject to the Romans

Now from these mountains of Tzanica the Boas
Rwver? descends, a stieam which, after passing into
mnumerable jungles and traveising a mountainous
region, flows along by the land of Lazica and

4 Modern Terme.

5 Modern Terme Tschai

§ Modern Surmene and Rize

7 Cf Xenophon, Anabasis IV. vu1 20,

¢ Schol. Hor 4. P. 375 notes that Sardiman honey was
‘¢ pessimi saporis ”

® Modern Tscharukh Su 63
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIIL u, 6-10

empties mnto the Euxine Sea, as it is called, but no
longer keeping the name of Boas For when it
gets near the sea 1t Joses this name and there-
after bears another, which 1t acquires from the
character which 1t now displays. This name which
the natives apply to 1t for the rest of 1ts course 1s
Acampsls, and they so name 1t, obviously, because 1t
1s 1mpossible to force a way through 1t 1 after 1t has
entered the sea, since 1t dischaiges 1ts stream with
such force and swiftness, causing a great disturbance
of the water before 1t, that 1t goes out for a very
great distance into the sea and makes 1t 1mpossible
to coast along at that pont And those who are
navigating mn that pait of the Pontus, whether
satling toward Lazica or even putting out from
there, are not able to hold a straight course in their
voyage ; for they are quite unable to push through
the river's cmrent, but they must needs put out to
a very great distance into the sea there, going some-
where near the middle of the Pontus, and only in
this way can they escape the foice of the nvers
dischaige  So much, then, may be said regaiding
the Boas River

Beyond Rlizaeum there 1s found a terntory
occupred by independent peoples, who hive between
the Romans and the Lazi. And there is a certain
village theie named Athenae,? not, as some suppose,
because colomists from Athens settled theie, but
because a certain woman named Athenaea in early
times ruled over the land, and the tomb of this

1 Taterally ““ bend 1t ” Procopius takes the name to mean
dkaumros, ‘‘unbent” o1 ‘‘unbending,” which 1t certainly
does not mean , his explanation 1s douhtless fanciful

2 Modern Atina

voL. V. F
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL i 11-16

woman 1s theie even to my day Beyond Athenae
are Archabis and Apsarus,! an ancient ity which is
about three days’ journey from Rhizaeum This
was called Apsyrtus in ancient times, having come
to be named after the man on account of his
catastrophe  For in that place the natives say that
Apsyitus was removed fiom the world by the plot
of Medea and Jason,and that from this circumstance
the place receved 1ts name; for he died on that
spot and the place was named after him  But an
extiemely long time has elapsed since these events,
while countless generations of men have flounshed,
and the meie passage of time has thus availed to
efface from memory the succession of meidents from
which this name aiose and to tiansfoim the name
of the place to the form in which 1t appears at the
preseut  There 1s also a tomb of this Apsyitus to
the east of the aity, This was a populous aity in
ancient times, and a gieat expanse of wall sur-
rounded 1t, while 1t was adorned with a theatre and
hippodrome and all the rest of those things by
which the size of a aty 1s commonly ndicated.
But at the present nothing of these 1s left except
the foundations of the buxldm(rs

It is now clear that one nnght with good 1eason
wonder at those who assert that the Colchians are
adjacent to the Tiapezuntmes For on this hypo-
thesis it would appear that after Jason m company
with Medea had captured the fleece, he actually did
not flee toward Hellas and his own land, but back-
waid to the Phasis River and the barbanans m the
most remote terior Now they say that in the
time of the Roman Emperor Trajan detachments of

1 Modern Akhava and Makryalos
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Roman soldiers were stationed there and as far as the
Laz and Saginae  But at the present time people
hive theie who are neither subjects of the Romans
nor of the king of the Lazi, except indeed that the
bishops of the Lazi appoint their puiests, seemng they
are Christians  And wishing, as they do, to live 1n
peace "and friendship with both peoples, they have
made a permanent agreement to provide an escoit
for those who from time to time travel from the one
country to the other , and 1t appears that they have
been doing this even down to my time. For they
escort the messengers despatched from the one king
to the other, satling 1n boats of thewr own. How-
ever, they have become 1n no way tributary down
to the present time On the ught of these places
very abrupt mountains tower overhead and a barren
land extends to an indefinite distance. And beyond
this the so-called Persaimenians dwell, as well as
the Armenians who aie subjects of the Romans,
extending as far as the confines of Ibenia.

From the city of Apsarusto Petra and the boundary
of Lazica, where the Euxine Sea reaches its limit, 15
a journey of one day. Now as this sea comes to an
end heie, 1ts coast takes the foim of a crescent
And the distance acioss this crescent amounts to
about five hundred and fifty stades,? while the entue
country belund it 1s Lazica and 1s known under this
name Behind them in the inteuor are Scymnia
and Suania; these nations happen to be subjects of
the Lazi. Indeed, although these peoples do have

! Roughlv modern Georgia, south of the Caucasus
2 About 63 miles

2 rovs K. Tots 7e L,
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL. n 23-30

magistrates of their own blood, still, whenever any
of the magistrates reaches the end of his hfe, it
1s always customary for another one to be appownted
mn his place by the king of the Lazi. At the side
of this land and bordering upon Iberia proper for
the most part dwell the Meschi, who have been
from ancient times subjects of the Ibeuians, having
thewr dwellings on the mountamns But the moun-
tams of the Mesch: are not 10ugh nor unproductive
of crops, but they abound 1n all good things, since
the Meschi, for their part, aie skilful farmers and
there are actually vineyards mn thewr country
However, this land is hemmed i by mountans
which are very lofty and covered by forests so that
they are exceedingly difficult to pass through. And
these mountains extend as far as the Caucasus, while
behind them toward the east 1s Ibena, extending as
far as Persaimenia

Now thiough the mountamns which rise here the
Phasis River emerges, having 1ts source in the
Caucasus and 1ts mouth at the middle of the crescent
of the Pontus. Because of this some consider that
1t forms the boundary between the two continents,
for the land on the left as one goes down this
stream 1s Asia, but that on the right 1s named
Europe Now 1t so happens that all the habitations
of the Lazi are on the Ewopean side, while on
the opposite side there 1s nerther fortress no
stionghold nor any village of consequence held by
the Lazi, except indeed the city of Petra which
the Romans built there mn earlier times It was
somewhere 1n this pait of Lazica, as the mnhabitants
say, that the famous fleece was placed for safe
keeping, that fleece on account of which, as the
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poets tell the tale, the Argo was fashioned But 1n
saying this they are, in my opimion, not tellng the
tiuth at all  For I think that Jason would not
have eluded Aeetes and got away fiom there with
the fleece 1n company with Medea, unless both the
palace and the other dwellings of the Colchians
had been sepaiated by the Phasis River fiom the
place in which that fleece was lying, indeed the
poets who have recorded the story imply that this
was the case. So the Phasis, flowing as I have said,
empties into the Euxine Sea approximately at the
very pomnt where 1t comes to an end. Now at
the one end of the crescent, that, namely, which
1s 1 Asia, was the city of Petra, while on the
opposite coast which forms a pait of Europe the
teiritory 1s held by the Apsilu, these Apsilu are
subjects of the Laz1 and have been Christians from
ancient times, just as all the other nations which
I have mentioned up to this point m my narrative.

111

ABove and beyond this country are the moun-
tamns of the Caucasus This mountam range
which composes the Caucasus 11ses to such a gieat
height that its summuts are in fact never touched
erther by 1amn o1 by snow , for they are indeed above
all clouds But the nuddle slopes aie continually
filled with snow down to the very base And fiom
this 1t may be infeired that the foothills are ex-
tiemely high, being mn no way inferior to the

2 euvhobny K émeuvfadny L
3 Jgos K fous L
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! An obviously absurd statement Procopius perhap
thinks of the Haemus Range (modern Balkans) as a con-
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL m 2-7

principal ridges of other mountains Now the spurs
of the Caucasus range extend in one direction to
the north and west and continue 1nto Illyricum and
Thiace,! while 1n the other direction they extend
toward the east and south and reach as fa1 as those
very passes which provide entrance for the Hunnie
nations mhabiting that region into both Persian and
Roman ternitory  One of these passes is called
Tzur, while the other has been named the Caspian
Gates? from ancient times But this country which
extends fiom the Caucasus range as far as the
Caspian Gates 1s held by the Alani, an autonomous
nation, who are for the most part allied with the
Persians and march agamst the Romans and their
other enennes. So much then may be said regarding
the Caucasus.

The Huns who are called Sabiri dwell in that
region, as well as certain other Hunnic tribes. And
they say that the Amazons really origimated here
and afterwards established their camp near Themis-
cyra on the Thermodon River, as I have stated
above, at the place where the city of Amsus 1s
at the present time. But to-day nowhere mn the
vicimity of the Caucasus range 1s any memory of
the Amazons preserved or any name connected with
them, although much has been written about them
both by Strabo® and by some others But 1t seems
to me that those have spoken the truth about the
Amazons at any rate better than any otheis, who

tinnation of the Caucasus, but the valleys of the great rivers
Tanais (Don), Borysthenes (Dnieper), and Ister (Danube) he
between them .
20Cf BookI x 1ff
3 Book XI 5, XII 3,21
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have stated that there never was a race of women
endowed with the qualities of men and that human
natme did not depart from its established norm
in the mountains of the Caucasus alone; but the
fact was that baibarians from these 1egions together
with ther own women made an mvasion of Asia
with a g1eat army, established a camp at the niver
Theimodon, and left therr women theie; then,
while they themselves were overtunning the greater
pait of the land of Asia, they were encountered by
the inhabitants of the land and utterly destroyed,
and not a man of them retuined to the women’s
encampment , and thereafter these women, through
fear of the people dwelling round about and con-
stramed by the failure of then supplies, put on
manly valour, not at all of then own will, and,
taking up the equipment of arms and armour left
by the men in the camp and aiming themselves
m excellent fashion with this, they made a dsplay
of manly valour, bemng diuven to do so by sheer
necessity, until they were all destioyed. That
thas 1s about what happened and that the Amazons
did make an expedition with their husbands, I too
believe, basing my judgment on what has actually
taken place mm my time For customs which aie
handed down to 1emote descendants give a pictwie
of the character of former generations I mean
this, that on many occasions when Huns have made
raids mto the Roman domam and have engaged in
battle with those who encounteied them, some, of

3 emrndelov K avayralwy L
4 &orhogapévas MSS  éfwmiiouévas editors.
5 avdpela avdplas K & avdpeta L
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course, have fallen there, and after the departure
of the barbarians the Romans, in searching the
bodies of the fallen have actually found women
among them No other army of women, however,
has made 1ts appealance n any locality of Asia or
Europe. On the other hand, we have no tradition
that the mountamns of the Caucasus were ever
devoid of men Concerning the Amazons then let
this suffice

Beyond the Apsilu and the other end! of the
crescent the Abasgi dwell along the coast, and their
country extends as far as the mountains of the
Caucasus Now the Abasg: have been from ancient
times subjects of the Lazi, but they have always
had two 1uleis of their own blood. One of these
resided i the western part of then country, the
other m the eastern pait. And these barbaians
even down to my time have worshipped gioves and
forests, for with a sort of barbaiian simpheity they
supposed the tiees were gods But they have
suffered most cruelly at the hands of thewr ruleis
owing to the excessive avaice displayed by them
For both thewr kings used to take such boys of this
nation as they noted having comely featuies and
fine bodies, and dragging them away from then
parents without the least hesitation they would make
them eunuchs and then sell them at lugh prices to
any persons in Roman territory who wished to buy
them They also killed the fathers of these boys
mmmediately, 1n order to prevent any of them from
attempting at some time to exact vengeance fiom
the king for the wiong done theun boys, and also

1 ; e. the northein end.
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that there might be in the countiy no subjects
suspected by the kings. And thus the physical
beauty of their sons was resulting in then destruc-
tion; for the poor wretches were being destroyed
through the musfortune of fatal comelmess mn their
children. And 1t was 1n consequence of this that
the most of the eunuchs among the Romans, and
particularly at the empeior’s court, happened to be
Abasgt by birth

But duning the 1eign of the present Emperor
Justiman the Abasgi have changed eveiything and
adopted a more caivibsed standard of Iife. For not
only have they espoused the Christian doctrine, but
the Emperor Justiman also sent them one of the
eunuchs from the palace, an Abasgus by buth
named Euphratas, and through lim commanded
their kings i expheit terms to mutilate no male
theieafter mn this nation by doing violence to nature
with the kmfe This the Abasgi heard gladly,
and taking courage now because of the deciee of
the Roman empetor they began to stiive with all
their might to put an end to this practice For
each one of them had to dread that at some time
he would become the father of a comely child It
was at that same time that the Emperor Justiman
also built a sanctuary of the Virgin in their land,
and appointed prests for them, and thus brought 1t
about that they leained thoroughly all the obser-
vances of the Christians , and the Abasgrimmediately
dethroned both their kings and seemed to be living
mn a state of fieedom Thus then did these things
take place

3 ¢mrdta K Siardier L
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v

Bevonp the confines of the Abasgi along the
Caucasus range dwell the Bruchi, who are between
the Abasgr and the Alam, while along the coast
of the Euxine Sea the Zechi have thewr habitation
Now 1n ancient times the Roman empelor used to
appownt a king over the Zechy, but at present these
barbaiians are 1 no way subject to the Romans.
Beyond these dwell the Saginae, and the Romans
had held a portion of their coast from ancient times.
And they had constructed two fortresses on the
coast, Sebastopolis and Pityus, two days’ journey
apart, and maintained 1n them garrisons of soldiers
from the first. For though i earlier tunes detach-
ments of Roman soldiers held all the towns on the
coast from the limits of Trapezus as far as the
Saginae, as previously stated,! 1t finally came about
that these two fortiesses were the only ones left
them , and here they actually mantamned thewr
gairisons up to my day, [but no longer]; for Chosroes,
the Persian king, having been biought in by -
vitation of the Laz to Petia, made haste to send an
aimy of Peisians there who weie to take possession
of these fortiesses and settle down to gairson duty
mn them But the Roman soldiers succeeded in
leaining this 1 advance, and so, anticipating him,
they fired the houses and 1azed the walls to the
ground, and then with no hesitation embaiked m
small boats and made their way immediately to the
city of Tiapezus on the opposite mamland. Thus,

1 Cf chap. n 16, above

2 abrdy Ly adrav K
83
e 2



~3

2]

©w

10

11

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

é’n/.uwo'av'req ,uev TH TOV ¢povppaw &aqS(?opa T
Pa:,u,abmv apxnv, xep809 85 au'rn woptaapevm
,u.e'ya, 8re 8y Tis xopas E')/KpaTGLQ ou rye'yova.ow
of mohéuiot. avrpafcroc vyap am au~rov es- T
Mérpav dvéorpepor Mlépoar. Tadra pév odv THoe
Euwyvex@n yevéoba.

‘Trrep 8¢ Zayivas Ouvvuca eé’w; TOANG 2 "8pvv'rat.
70 & évredfev Ev)»voba ey % xwpa wvo,uaa"rat,
BdpBapor 8¢ aiTis avﬁpwwon Ta T€ wapa)»m Kal
Y ,ueo-éfyewv éxavo-b, wéxpt eq ™Y Matw-rw
/ca?»ov,uevnv Alpvmy rai 'n-o*ra,u.ov Tavaw, o 377
& v Alpvny éoPdAher. atity 8& B Aluvy és
v axTyv lovrov Tob Ez’;fefvov T&e éxBoras
mowelrat. avﬁpwvroz, 8¢ of Taivry grmrar K-
,uepr wév TO Talaiov wvopa{,’ov-ro, Tavby 8¢
Ounryovpot ralolvTat. rcab avav xalimepley
és Boppav ave/.wv &vn Ta Avmw apwpa, Spuv-
Tat. wapa 8¢ oy xbpov av*rov 80ev 0 Tijs Abprns
éBorg) apXETaL, I'orfoc oc Te'r,oa.frran kaov-
pevor cum)u-ma, 0¥ ool SvTes, ob &7 Ta XpioTia-
v&y vouipa oeBouevor 7repto’7e7\.>»ovaw ou&svos‘
fooov. (Tavaw 5& xa?»ovo-w ot emxwpwt kal 'rnv
éxBory 'rav-rnv, 77776/3 2 éx Alpwns apEapévn® Tis
MauonSoq axpt és Tov Evfewov IIévTov 8L77K€L,
es‘ 080V 9 1],uepcov, &g ¢aaw, elkooty. dAAa kal 'rov
dvepoy os‘ évBévde mvel Tavalrny wpoaayopevov-
o‘w) elre 8¢ Tijs Apewv 80{:7;9 eryeyou'ro ToTe
oi FOTBOL ova, domep ral T4 dN\a I‘o'rﬁuca
&vy, eite ral dAAo Ti audl TH 86fn adTols
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while they did penalize the Roman empire by the
destruction of the fortresses, they at the same time
ganed for 1t a great advantage in that the enemy
did not become masters of the land. For as a result
of their action the Peisians returned baffled to Petia.
Thus then did this take place.

Above the Saginae are settled numerous Hunnic
tribes And fiom theie onward the country has
1ecewved the name of Eulysia, and barbarian peoples
hold both the coast and the inteiior of this land, as
far as the so called Maeotic Lake! and the Tanais
River 2 which empties into the lake. And this lake
has 1ts outlet at the coast of the Euxine Sea. Now
the people who are settled there were named in
ancient times Cimmernans, but now they are called
Utigmis  And above them to the north the countless
tubes of the Antae are settled But beside the
exact pomnt where the outlet of the lake commences
dwell the Goths who are called Tetraxitae, a people
who aie not very numerous, but they reverence and
observe the rites of the Chuistians as cairefully as any
people do  (The mhabitants indeed give the name
Tanais also to this outlet which starts fiom the
Maeotic Lake and extends to the Euxine Sea, a
distance, they say, of twenty days’ jomney And
they also call the wind which blows fiom there the

« Tanaitis.”) Now as to whether these Goths were
once of the Anan belief, as the other Gothic nations
are, or whether the faith as practised by them has
shewn some other peculiainty, I am unable to say, for

! Modern Sea of Azov 2 Modern Don

3 &pfauévy Haury  &ptduevor DMSS, &plapévyy editors,
Christ,
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they themselves are entirely 1gnorant on this subject,
but at the present time they honour the faith in a
spirit of complete simplicity and with no vamn
questionings

This people a short time ago (when, namely, the
Emperor Justiman was in the twenty-first year of Ius
1e1gn) sent four envoys to Byzantum, begging him
to give them a bishop, for the one who had been
their priest had died not long before and they had
learned that the empeior had actually sent a priest to
the Abasgi, and the Emperor Justiman very willingly
complied with theiwr request before dismissing them
Now these envoys were moved by fear of the
Utigur Huns 1 making the public declaration of the
object of therr coming—for there were many who
heard their speeches—and so they made no state-
ment whatever to the emperor openly except regard-
mg the matter of the priest, but meeting him with
the greatest possible secrecy, they declared every-
thing, shewing how it would benefit the Roman
empire 1if the barbarians who were their neighbours
should be always on hostile terms with one another.
Now as to the manner in which the Tetraxitae
settled there and whence they migrated, I shall now
proceed to tell

v

In ancient times a vast throng of the Huns who
were then called Cimmerians ranged over this region
which 1 have just mentioned, and one king had
anthority over them all And at one time the

1 548 A.D,
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power was secured by a certain man to whom two sons
were boin, one of whom was named Utigur and the
other Cutiigur These two sons, when their father
came to the end of his Iife, divided the power
between them, and each gave his own name to his
subjects , for the one group has been called Utigurs
and the other Cutuigurs even to my time. All these
now continued to live m this region, associating
freely m all the business of hife, but not mingling
with the people who were settled on the other side
of the lake and 1its outlet, for they never crossed
these waters at any time nor did they suspect that
they could be crossed, being fearful of that which
was really easy, simply because they had pever even
attempted to cross them, and they 1emained utterly
ignorant of the possibility

Now beyond the Maeotic Lake and the outlet
flowing from 1t the first people were the Goths called
Tetraxitae, whom I have just mentioned, who 1n
amctent times lived close along the shore of this
strait , but the Goths and the Visigoths and Vandals
were located far away from them as were other Gothic
nations These Tetraxitae were called also Seythians
1 ancient times, because all the nations who held
these regions are called i general Scythians, while
a few of them had an additional designation such as
Samomatae or Melanchlaenae or something else

But as tume went on, they say (af, ndeed, the story
1s sound), some youths of the Cimmerians were
engaged 1n hunting, and a single doe which was
fleeing before them leaped into these waters And the

2 dieddoavro K diecdoavro L
3 grpyro Dindorf , #xnprrar MSS
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youths, either moved by a thirst for glory or in some
sort of competition, o1 perhaps 1t was really some deity
which constiained them, followed after this doe and
1efused absolutely to let her go, until they came with
her to the opposite shore And then the quarry,
whatever 1t was, immediately disappeared from sight ;
for in my opinion 1t appeared theie for no other
purpose than that evil might befall the barbarans
who hved in that region Thus, while the youths
did fail 1n thewr hunt, they found an incentive to
battle and plunder For they returned as fast as
they could to their own land, and thus made it clear
to all the Cimmenans that these waters could be
crossed by them Accoidingly they immediately
took up arms as a nation, and making the crossing
with no delay got on the opposite mainland; this
was at a time when the Vandals had alieady migrated
from theie and established themselves in Libya;
while the Visigoths had taken up theiwr abode m
Spamn  So they suddenly fell upon the Goths who
mhabited these plamns and slew many of them and
turned the rest to fight And as many as succeeded
in escaping them migrated thence with their children
and wives, leaving their ancestral abodes, and by
feriying across the Ister River they came into the
land of the Romans

And at fist they comnutted many outrages against
the mhabitants of that 1egion, but later, with the
emperor’s permission, they settled in Thrace, and
duiing pait of this time they were fighting on the
side of the Romans, recewving pay fiom the emperor
every year just as the other soldieis did and being

4 abrods Kt abrav L
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called « foedeiat1”’, for so the Romans at that time
called them 1n the Latin tongue, meaning to shew, I
suppose, that the Goths had not been defeated by
them in war, but had come into peaceful 1elations
with them on the basis of some treaty, for the
Latins call treaties in war “ foedera,” as I have
explammed in the previous nairative, ! but during the
rest of the time they were actually waging war
against the Romans for no good reason, until they
went off to Italy under the leadership of Theoderic
Thus then did the Goths fare,

But the Huns, after killing some of them and
driving out the others, as stated, took possession of
the land And the Cutrigurs, on the one hand,
summoned their childien and wives and settled there
m the very place wheie they have dwelt even to my
time  And although they 1ecene fiom the emperor
many gifts every year, they still cross the Ister
River continually and overiun the empeior’s land,
being both at peace and at war with the Romans
The Utigurs, however, departed homewaid with their
leader, being destined to live alone in that land
thereafter Now when these Huns came neai the
Maeotic Lake, they chanced upon the Goths there who
are called Tetraxitae  And at fhst the Goths formed
a bainer with then shields and made a stand against
then assailants in thewr own defence, trusting both
m their own strength and the advantage of theiwr
position ; for they are the most stalwait of all the
barbanans of that region Now the head of the
outlet of the Maeotic Lake, where the Tetraxitae
Goths were then settled, forms a ciescent-shaped

1 BookI x1 4 See also note on Book III x1.3
93



21

22

23

24

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

wept,@a)\ovaa 're adTots e/c ToD émrl W?\,eta"rov,
,uww ér’ av7ov9 ew'oSou ot Mav evpewwl Tols
emova’c ﬂapeoxe'ro. vafepov 3¢ (oire yap Ovvvoz
Xpovov Twa 'rpL,Bea'ﬁab aqbww évraifa n@e)\ov, ol
e ['6rfor 78 7dv wohs,uuov o,umw érl mwolv
avbéEewy ou8a,wr7 HAmelov) és Adyous GAAGNoLs
fuw’auw, ép & dvamx@ém’s? KoLvi) wozﬁa'owaz
'rm/ 3Laﬂaaw, /caL ol POTHOL ¢8pv0'0v~ra1, pév év
Th avn'n‘epac nweapgo wap aumu Tijs éxBol}s
y.a)uto"ra, 'rnv drriy, va 81} xai Taviy LSpvm-az,
¢L7\.0L 8¢ xal Evy.,uaxoa 70 ?»omrov Odreyodpols
dvres émi 1-77 cmy xal o;.com a-gbw'w evnwé’a
,Bl,wcrov'rcu TOV TavTa a.mwa. oTw pev odv oide
o I'ér8oe v§de i8pvoavro kal Tdv Kovrpiyolpwy,
domep pos eZ'p'r;TaL, &wo?\eketp,uévwv év yh Th
em2 HaTepa s An,u,vm ova-n uovor OU’TL",'OUpDL
Y xwpa.v &oyov, Wpafy,ua'ra. Pw,uaww s fxiora
'rrapexoyevm, émel oU8e adTdV dyyioTa wm;v'ra,z,
AN 691160'4 7ro>»7\ow 8Letpryopeuop petald obow
drovaie ampayuoaivy és adtovs Exovrat.

< 4 \ I \ ’ \

TvrepBav'n o¢ AL/.WY)V Te THY Mal,mn&a, ral
morapdy Tdvaiv éxi w)\ew-rov /.Lev Tdv ThHoe
we&wv Kou'rpbryovpm Ovvuoz, Nmép pot, epp1Bn,
wrrjocavTo ,ue"ra de a,u'rove Elcveat. Te kal Ttwpot
Eouracav & &xova my TavTy xwpav, fomep p.oepa
718 Tavpin fau vuv em/ca)»ewaz, fva 81) rca.a ThHe
ApTe;u&)q TOV veww ryeyovevac ana'w, odmép moTe
7 ToD Afya.,uey,vovoq I¢uyeyem mpodaTy. KaiTor
’Ap,u.eth év T 7mp au'rmq Ke)»em;vn ralov-
pévy ® yapa oV vedw TobTov yeyovévau dacl

1 ebpeiav L ebpeiy v K. 2 éml Gafspa L: owroﬂwrspa K.
3 Gpuévios—rarovpévn Ly axdbas te 5 K.
94



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIIL v. z0-24

bay by which they were almost completely sur-
rounded, so that only one approach, and that not a
very wide one, was open to those who attacked them
But afteiwards, seemng that the Huns were unwilling
to waste any time theire amd the Goths were quite
hopeless of holding out for a long tune agamst the
throng of their enemy, they came to an understand-
ing with each other, agreemng that they should jomn
forces and make the crossing m common, and that
the Goths should settle on the opposite mainland,
principally along the bank of the outlet (where they
are actually settled at the present time), and that
they should continue to be thereafter friends and
allies of the Utigurs and live for ever on teims of
complete equality with them Thus it was that
these Goths settled here, and the Cutrigurs, as I
have said, being left behind 1n the land on the other
side of the lake, the Utigurs alone possessed the
land, making no tiouble at all for the Romans,
because they do not even dwell near them, but,
being separated by many nations which lie between,
they aie forced, by no will of their own, not to
meddle with them

West of the Maeotic Lake, then, and the Tanais
River the Cutiigur Huns established thewr homes
over the greater pait of the plans of that region, as
I have said; and beyond them Seythians and
Tauans hold the entire country, a certamn pait of
which 1s even now called Taurica; and this is the
place where they say the Temple of Artemis was,
over wlich Agamemnon’s daughter Iphigeneia once
presided The Armemans, however, claim that this
temple was n the pait of thewr land called Celesene,
and that at that period all the peoples of this 1egion
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were called Seythians, citing as evidence the story of
Orestes and the city of Comana related by me 1n that
paitof my nanative! But as regards these matters,
let each one speak according to his wish, for many
things which happened elsewhere, o1 which, perhaps,
never eally happened at all, men are wont to appro-
priate to their own country, bemng indignant 1f all do
not follow then opinion.

Beyond these nations there is an inhabited city
on the coast, Bosporus by name, which became
subject to the Romans not long ago. From the
aty of Bosporus to the eity of Cheison,? which 1s
situated on the coast and has hikewise been subject
to the Romans from of old, all between 1s held by
barbaiians, Hunnie nations And two other towns
near Cheison, named Cept and Phanaguris, have
been subject to the Romans from ancient times and
even to my day. But these not long ago were
captured by some of the neighbouring barbarians
and 1azed to the ground From the city of Cherson
to the mouth of the Ister River, which 1s also called
the Danube, 1s a journey of ten days, and barbaiians
hold that whole 1egion  Now the Ister River iises
in the Celtic mountains,® sharts the boundaries of
Italy, flows into the lands of Dacia, Illyricum, and
Thiace, and finally empties into the Euxine Sea
From that pont all the teriitory as far as Byzantium
1s under the sway of the Roman emperor

1 Book I xvn 13-20
? Chersonnesus, near modern Sevastopol
3 The Alps

2émlea L émlre K.
3 ré—xwpia L rédv—xwplwy K
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Such 15 the crcmt of the Euxine Sea from
Calchedon to Byzantium  As to the length of this
aremt, howeser, I am unable to speak accurately
1egarding all portions of 1t, since such vast numbers
of baibanans, as stated above, dwell along 1ts shores,
and the Romans have no intercourse at all with
any of them except for an occasional interchange
of embassies; indeed those who have attempted
heretofore to ascertain these measurements have
not been able to make any definite statement
This, however, 1s cleai, that the right side of the
Euxme Sea, from Calchedon, namely, to the Phasis
River, 15 a journey of fifty-two days for an un-
encumbered traveller 1 From this fact one could not
unreasonably diaw the conclusion that the length
of the other side of the Pontus hikewse 1s not far
fiom this

VI

Since we have now 1eached an appropriate point
in the nairative, 1t has seemed to me not out of
place to mention the opmmons conceining the
boundaries of Asia and Ewmope which are debated
among those who are expeits m these matters
For, on the one hand, some of them say that these
two continents are separated by the Tanais River,
stoutly maintaining first of all that the dinision must
be a natural one, and further supporting their claim
by the fact that, while the sea extends from the
west toward the east, the Tanais River flows from
the north toward the south between the two

1 About 1,248 miles Cf. Book III 1 17 for Procopius’
standard
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continents, sumlarly, they say, the Egyptian Nile
proceeds 1n the opposite direction from the south
to the noith and flows between Asia and Libya
On_the other hand, others taking issue directly
with them mantam that then reasoning 1s not
sound For they say that these two continents are
diided ougmally by the stiait at Gadna,! which
issues fiom the ocean, and by the sea which estends
from that pownt, and that the land on the right of
the strait and the sea 1eceived the names of Libya
and Asia, while everythmg on the left was called
Europe approximately as far as the end of the so-
called Euxine Sea.

But on this hypothesis the Tanais River rises
within the hmits of Europe and empties mto the
Maeotic Lake, which i tuin discharges 1ts waters
mnto the Eusine Sea neither at its end nor even
at 1ts nuddle, but actually beyond 112 Yet the
land on the left of this same sea 1s counted3 as
a portion of Asia  But apart fiom this the nive:
Tanais rises 1n the so-called Rhipaean mountans,
which are i the land of Europe, as, in fact, those
who have written of these matters fiom ancient
times agiee. Now the Ocean 1s very far removed ¢
fiom these Rhipaean mountains, consequently all
the land beyond them and the Tanais River mn both
directions ® must necessarily be European Just at
what point, then, the Tanais River begins to dinide
the two contnents 1t 1s not easy to say. But 1f
any 1ver must be said to divide the two continents,
that niver would surely be the Phasis  For it flows

2 That 1s, well within the boundaries of Europe
3 By the supporters of the former view
¢ To the north 5 East and west
101



PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

\ ~ ~ 3 8 4 ’ 1 ~
yap TopBuod Tod év T'albeipots depouevos? raly
Deipo xata péoov ywpel, émel o péy mwopBuods
3 3 ~ ) N 4 7 3 7
é€ Qreavod éEiwv Bdhacoav Tivde amepyalo-
uevos Ta Nmeipw TadTa ép’ ékdrepa Eyel, o OS¢
Daois kat’ alTdy mov Mjyovta pdlicTa lov Tov
Elfetvov Ilévrov és Tod umroeiBods ta péoa
3 4 M ~ ~ 3 \ b A ” z
éxBdaiNel, Ty Ths yis éxTouny amo Ths fardaans

~ 3y 4 ~ \ s 4 7
9 Stadavds éxdexouevos. Tadta pév odv éxdrepor

10

11

wpoTEWOuEVOL DLapudyoVTaL.

‘Os 8¢ oY povos 6 wpbrepos Aoyos, dANG kai
od7os, Svmep dpTiws éNéyouev, wiker Te Xpévov
xexdprevTar kal Avdpdy TWAY mTaAaloTdTwY
8okn, éyw Snhdow, éxeivo eldws ds éx ToD éi
mheloToy dvfpwmor &mavres, v Twos ¢pfdowot
Aéyov dpyaiov memoiquévor v pdbnow, odwére
édénovor ThH ThHe dinbelas {nmijoer éupiloyw-
polvTes Talarmwpety, oUd¢ vewTépav TwA ueTa-
palely dud’ adTd S6fav, dANA del alTois ToO
uév  galatdtepoy Uyiés Te Soxel kal Evriuov
elvat, 70 8¢ kat’ adTovs edraTappdvnTov vouileTar
elvar xal émwl TO ryehoiddes ywpel: mwpds B¢
ToUTOlS TaAvdy ol mepl voepdy i) VonTAY TS 1)
dpavdy aN\ws vyiyverar Cityots, dAAy wepl®
moTapol Te kal xdpast &Gmep o Ypovos olre
apeiBew otre mn dworkpiyraclar loyvoer 4 Te
yap welpa éyyls kal 1 SYrus és papruplav
ikaverdTy, 008éy Te mapeumodicOioesbar oluat

1 pepduevos K : pawduevos L,
102



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIIL vi. 8-1x

in a direction opposite to that of the strait of
Gadira, and so passes between the two continents;
for while the strait, coming out of the ocean and
foomng tlus sea, has these two continents, one on
either side, the Phasis River flows almost at the
end of the Ruxine Sea and empties into the ouddle
of the crescent, obviously continuing the division
of the land heietofore made Ly the sea These
then are the arguments which the two sides put
forth as they wrangle over the question,

But not only the former argument, but also that
which I have just stated, can boast, as I shall
shew, of high antiquity and the support of some
men of very ancient times, for I am awaie that
as a general thing all men, if they fiist discover
an ancient argument, are no longer willing to de-
vote themselves to the labour involved in the
search for truth nor to learn instead some later
theory about the matter i hand, but the more
ancient view always seems to them sound and
worthy of honour, while contemporary opinions are
considered neghgible and are classed as absurd.
Furthermore, 1n the present case the investigation
1s not concerned with any matter to be grasped
only by the mind or the intellect, or that 1s
I any other way obscuie, but with nwvers
and lands; these aie things which time has not
been able either to change or to conceal m any
way. For the test 1s near at hand and vision can
provide most satisfactory evidence, and I think no
obstacle will be placed in the way of those eager

2 xawpet K - Sokel L ,
3 aAA& mepf Haury : &AN’ % mepi K, &N’ dmép L

103



12

13

14

15

16

17

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

T0ls TO aAmbes elpéobar év amoudy Eyovow. o
Tolvuy “AMikapvaceds ‘Hpéboros év 75 Tdv
(oTopL@y TeTdpTn ¢mal wiav pév elvar TRV yHy
Elumacay, vouitecOar O¢ eis polpas Te Kal
jrposmfyoplft\zs' Tpels Bzazpeia\ﬁat,’ J‘ELBL";)V € m{.},
Aciav xal Evpomrgrl  xal adrdv AifBins pév
xal ths *Aatas Neihov Tov Alyvmriov moTapov
uetald pépecbar, Thy 8¢ 8y ’Aciav Te xal
Edpwmny Siopilew Tov Kohyor Paciw. eidos &
Twas audpl Tavdidt moraud tatra oleclar, xal
T0DT0 év VoTépw émeime. kal por olk Amo
xatpod Eofev elvar avrta? Tod ‘Hpobdrov Ta
ypappata Td Aoye évfelvar &3 mn Exovra
“090¢ éyw ovuBarésbar amo Tod 3 wif éodoy
v vopaTa Tpipdata kéaTal, émwvvuinyt éxovra
yvvaik@dv, xai opiouata avThi Neilds Te o
Alylmrios motauos érédn ral Pacis ¢ Kéryos.
of 6¢ Tdvaw morapor tov Mawityr® kal
mopOuiia Ta Kipuépia Myovaow.” arAa kai o
Tpaypdomoios Aloyihos év Hpounbei 76 Avo-
wévep ebBs apyduevos Tiis Tpayedias Tov woTamov
Daow Tépuova kakel yis Te Ths "Aclas xal s

3 ’
TS, & vor & v mantoms <iofoeras &

Kaxeivo 8¢ por év 19 mapovte elpioerar, @s
ToUTwY &) TRV TA TowadTa copdv of wév THY
MaidTiv  olovrar Alpvmy dmepydlecBar  Tov
EbEewov Iovrov, xal alTod To pév év dpiorepd,
70 0¢ év 8efid Ths Alpvns ywpety, untépa Te Sia
ToiTo Tod IlovTov kakeiobar Ty Alpvnr. Tadrd

L edpdmny K & edpdmny pnui L 2 abrd K. adrod L
3 &md Tod MSS  ér’ §rev Herodotus
¢ érwvuplny MSS . érwrvuias Herodotus

104



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL vi. 11-19

to discover the tiuth To proceed, then, Herodotus
of Halicarnassus in the Fourth Book of his History
says that the entire earth 1is one, but 1s considered
to be divided imnto three paits, having thiee separate
titles, Labya, Asia, and Europe And between two
of them, on the one hand, Libya and Asia namely,
flows the Egyptian Nile, while Asia and Europe,
on the other hand, are divided by the Colchian
Phasis  But knowing as he did that some thought
that the Tanais River performed this function, he
mentioned this view also afterwards And 1t has
seemed to me not inappropriate to insert m my
nanative the actual language of Herodotus, which
1s as follows® < Noi am I able to conjecture for
what reason 1t 1s that, though the earth 1s one,
thiee names are applied to 1t which are women’s
names And its lines of division have been estab-
lished as the Egyptian Nile and the Colchian
Phasis But others name the Tanais River, wlich
empties into the Maeotic Lake and the Cimmenrian
Strait 2  Also the tiagic poet Aeschylus n the
Prometheus Unbound, at the very beginning of the
tiagedy, calls the Phasis River the hmit of the land
of both Asia and Euiope 3

At this pont I shall also mention the fact that
some of those who are versed in such matters think
that the Maeotic Lake forms the Euxine Sea, and
that 1t spreads out from this lake partly to the right
and partly to the left, this being the 1eason why the
lake 1s called the mother of the Pontus And they

1 Book IV 45

2 The Cimmerian Bosporus, Mod. Stiait of Yenikale

3 Frag 106, preserved by Airian, Voyage wn the Buaine,
99 22

5 Maufrny Herodotus: uardrw MSS
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make this statement on the basis of the observation
that from the place called Hieron?! the outlet of this
sea flons down towaid Byzantuum just as if 1t
weie a river, and consequently they consider this to
be the limt of the Pontus, But those who oppose
this view explain that the entire sea 1s, of course,
one, commg from the ocean, and, without any other
ending, extends to the land of the Laz, unless, in-
deed, they say, anyone considers the mere change of
name to constitute a real difference, seeing that the
sea 1s called Pontus beyond a certain point.

But if the cunient does flow down from the place
called Hieron?! to Byzantium, this has nothing to do
with the matter. For the phenomena which aie
exhibited m all straits appear to be susceptible of no
explanation, nor has anyone ever shewn himself
able to account for them Indeed 1t was this
question which led Amnstotle of Stagirus, a man
prominent among all otheis as a philosopher, to go
to Chaleis on Euboea, where he obseived the strait
which they call Euripus m an effort to discover by
careful investigation the physical reason why 1t 1s
and 1 what manner 1t comes about that sometimes
the current of the strait flows fiom the west, but
at other times from the east, and the sailing of all
boats there 1s governed by this fact, whenevei, for
example, the cuirent 1s runming from the east and
the maimnets have begun to sail therr boats fiom
that dnection following the inflow of the water, as
they are accustomed to do, if then the curient turns
upon 1tself, a thing which 1s wont to happen there

1 On the upper part of the Bosporus.

¢ girot Hoeschel, atré K, 8¢ airod L
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many a time, 1t unmediately tuins these boats back
m the direction from which they have started, while
the other boats sail from the west to the opposite
end, even though no wind has blown upon them in
the least but deep calm prevails there with all winds
absent, all this the Stagnite obserived and pondered
for a long tmme, until he woiried himself to death
with anxious thought and so reached the term of
lus ife  But this 1s not an 1solated case, for in the
stiait also which sepaiates Italy from Sicily natuie
plays many stiange ticks For 1t appeais that the
cuirent 1uns mto this strait fiom the sea called the
Adnatic, and this 1n spite of the fact that the for-
waid movement of the sea takes place from the
ocean and Gadwa But there are also numerous
whulpools which appear theie suddenly from no
cause appaient to us and destioy the ships It 1s
on account of this that the poets say that the boats
are gulped down by Charybdis, when any chance to
be 1n this stiait at such a tme  But the advocates
of the second view ! think that all these exceedingly
strange phenomena which piresent themselves n all
straits come about in consequence of the two sides
coming very close to each other, for the water, they
say, bemng constrained by the limited space, 1s sub-
ject to some strange and unaccountable compulsion
Consequently, 1f the cunrent does actually seem
to flow from the place called Hieron to Byzantium,
no one could 1easonably mamntain that the sea? and
the Euxine end at that pomnt For this view rests
upon no solid basis of natuie, but here agam the

1 Mentroned in par 18ff, above

2 The Mediterranean, o1, more accuately, the Sea of
Marmara
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narrowness of the channel must be considered the
determimng factor Indeed not even thisis all that
happens here; for the fishermen of the towns on
the Bosphorus say that the whole stream does not
flow m the duection of Byzantium, but while the
upper curtent which we can see plainly does flow
this dnection, the deep water of the abyss, as 1t 1s
called, moves 1 a dnection exactly opposite to that
of the upper cuinrent and so flows continually against
the cuirent which 1s seen  Consequently, whenever
i gong after a catch of fish they cast their nets
theie anywheie, these are always carried by the
force of the current in the duection of Hieron 1

But at Lazica the land checks the advance of the
sea on all sides and puts a stop to 1ts course, and
thus makes 1ts fiist and only ending at that point,
the Creator obviously having set bounds there for
sea and land For when the sea encounters that
beach, 1t neither advances farther nor does 1t 11se to
any higher level, although it 1s constantly receiving
the inflow of countless 1ivers of extiaordmary size
which empty mto 1t from all sides, but 1t falls back
and 1eturns again and thus, wlile making the
beach of noimal width, 1t preserves the bounday
set by the land as if fearng some law, and, through
the necessity presciibed by this, checking 1tself with
precision and taking care not to be found to have
transgiessed the covenant in any way. Foi all the
other shores of the sea do not face 1t, but lie along

1 This observation 1s amply confirmed by experience at the
present time  The counter-current below 18 caused perhaps
by variation i temperature,

8 amrouévn Lt émouéver K
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1ts side. But conceiming these matters let each
man form his decision and speak as he wishes

VII

Now the reason why Chosioes was eager to get
possession of Lazica has alieady been stated by me
m a previous passage,l but that particular con-
sideration which above everything else impelled im
and the Peisians to desire this I shall heie set forth,
now that I have given a deseription of this whole
country and so made clear my statement of this
matter, Many times these barbamans, under the
leadership of Chosroes, had invaded the Roman
domam with a nughty army, and while they had
mflicted upon their enemy sufferings not easy to
describe, as has been told by me n the books on
this subject,? still they gained from these invasions
no advantage whatsoever and had also to bear the
loss of both treasure and lives. for they always
depaited from the Roman domain having lost many
men Consequently, after they had ieturned to
thew own land, they would very privately rail
against Chosioes and call him the destroyer of the
Peistan nation And on one such occasion when
they had returned from Lazica, seeing that they
had suffered teriible losses there, they were actually
on the pomnt of combining openly against him and
doing away with him by a most cruel death, and
would have done so had he not leained in advance
and guaided against 1t by winming over the most
notable of them by assiduous wheedling. As a

1 Book II xxvu, 18 2 Books I and II
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result of this incident he wished to remove the sting
from the accusation, and to this end was eager to
gan some gleat advantage for the Persian Empire
He accordingly made an attempt?® upon the city
of Daras, but met with reveise there, as I have
told,? and came to a state of utter despair regarding
the capture of the place For neither could he
thereafter capture 1t by a suiprise assault, seemng
that the guaids of the city weie so alert, nor indeed
did he entertan the hope that he would by any
device get the better of them 1n a siege. Fou there
1s always an abundant supply of all manner of pro-
visions 1 the city of Daras stored away against a
siege, so that 1t may last for a great length of time,
and close by theie 1s a spring placed by nature
among precipices, forming a laige 1iver which flows
stiaight towards the city, and those who seek to
mterfere with 1t ale unable to turn 1t to any other
course ot otherwise do violence to 1t on account of
the rough chaiacter of the tentain  But as soon as
this 1iver gets mside the cucmit-wall, 1t flows about
the entne city, filling 1ts cisteins, and then flows out,
and very close to the cncuit-wall 1t falls mto a
chasm, where 1t 1s lost to sight And wheie 1t
emerges from there has become known to no man
up to this time. Now this chasm was not there 1n
ancient times, but a long time after the Empeior
Anastasius buwlt this city nature unaided fashioned
and placed 1t there, and for this1eason 1t comes about
that those desning to draw a siege about the city of
Daras are very hard pressed by scaraty of water

1 By strategem, not by storm, 2 Book IT xxvin 31H

4 ai7d veb K adrol 7ef L
115



10

11

12

13

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

Taidrns odv, Gomwep por elpyrac, dmotvywy o
Xoapdys Tijs weipas és Evvotav H\lev ds, My Kkai
7oA of ‘Popaiwv érépav Twa mapasricactas
Suvata elm, dAAa xabilecbar ol pij more olds
76 eln év péocw ‘Popalwv, dyvpoudtev Tols
mo\eulots dmoheNeippévoy dmicw woMNGY. Kal
’Avridyetay yap Tovtov O elveka és E8ados
kabe oy Hvika éEelhev,! dmnAidyn ék ‘Popaiwy
Ths yAs. Oud 8% perewpiadels Toy Sidvorav émi
,ua./cpoze'pas‘ é?\"rriéag c‘bxe,l:'ro, Stdepevva'megos‘ a’r.,u;n':
xava &pya. drof) yap Exwv Svtiva Tpimov ém
apiorepd Iléyrov rod EdEeivov ool 85 BapBapor®
ol dudl Ty Mardriv @rqvrar Alpvny ddeds®
xatatpéyovar ‘Popalwy Ty ofpt ofre xal
époas Aalichyy Exovor méve oddevi Suvatd
doeafar E\eyev, fvika dv Boviouévors 17, €0V
Bulavriov lévar, oddap Siamopluevouévors Tiv
fdiraccay, domep kal Ta &A\\a BapBapika édvy
& Tadry Sputar éoael Spdar. Sia Tadra mév
Aalixfis Tépoar peramorodvrar. éyw 8¢ 80ev
v ékBoAny Tod Aéyov émroinoduny émdverus

VIII

Xopavns wéy odw xai o Mijdwv orpatds
éorpaTomedetoavro duplmorauoy” Immiy  émedsy
8¢ Tabtra TouBdins e, 0 Kdyowv Bacikels,
&uabe kal Aayiocbalos, Eomep sjyelTo Tob
‘Popatwv orpatod, énirotva Bovhevaduevor fryov

1 ¢s Bagos kaberdy, nvixe éteirey K &Eendy L,

2 8dpBapot of Comparetts. SdpBapor MSS,
3 33¢as Comparetta . ral &3eds MSS,

116



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII. vii. ro-vui. 1

So Chosroes, having failed in this attempt, as I
have said, came to the conclusion that, even if he
should be able to gan some other Roman city, he
would still never be able to establish himself in the
midst of the Romans while many strongholds were
left behind 1n the hands of us enemy Indeed 1t was
for this reason that he 1azed Antioch to the ground
when he captured it and so departed from Roman
soil Consequently his thoughts soaied aloft and
were carilted toward more distant hopes as he
sought after impossible things  For having learned
by repoit how those barbarians on the left of the
Euxine Sea who dwell about the Maeotic Lake
overrun feailessly the Roman domain, he kept saying
that 1t would be possible for the Persians, if they
held Lazica, to go, whenever they wished, stiaight
to Byzantium with no tiouble and without crossing
the sea at all, just as the other barbarian nations who
are settled 1n that region are constantly domg Fo
this 1eason, then, the Persians are tiying to gain
Lazica. But I shall return to the pomnt where I
made this digression fiom the nariative.l

VIII

CuoriaNEs, then, and the Median army had made
their camp near the Hippis Rivet  And when
Gubazes, the Colchian king, and Dagisthaeus, who
commanded the Roman army, leained this, they

1 Chap 1 7

4 deds—yiv L om. K,
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formed a common plan and led forth the Roman
and Lazic army against the enemy  And when they
had come to the opposite side of the Hippis River
and had made their camp there, they began to con-
sider the situation, debating whether 1t would be
mote to then advantage to wait there and receive
the enemy’s attack or whether they should advance
upon their enemy, in oider, of couise, that by dis-
playing their daiing to the Peisians and by making
1t obvious to then opponents that they were filled
with contempt as they went agamst them, they
might, by assummg the offensive 1n the combat, be
able to humble the spirit of the men arayed against
them And since the opmion of those prevailed
who urged an advance upon the enemy, the whole
army straightway hastened toward them Thereupon
the Lazi would no longer consent to fight beside
the Romans, putting forth the objection that the
Romans, on the one hand, in entering the struggle,
were not nsking their lives for theiwr fatherland or
thewr most precious possessions, while for them the
danger volved then childien and then wives and
thew ancestial land, so that they would have to
blush before then own women, if 1t should so fall
out that they were defeated by thewr opponents.
Indeed they imagimed that under this stiess they
would improvise the valour which was not in them
And they were filled with zeal to engage with the
enemy by themselves first, so that the Romans might
not throw them into confusion during the action
through not having the same zeal as they had in
meeting the danger  After the Lazi had begun to
shew this spirit of bravado, Gubazes became well
pleased, and calling them together a hittle apart from
the Romans he exhorted them as follows.

119



10

11

12

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

“ Hapaweaw }1.61} é ev\{rvxcav opudoar ol
0lda EL Twa et 1 7rpos- v;m.«;, w avSpe,, motelaBal,
0?9 yap 7 TV 7rpa,'y,ua7'cov avaryxn v mpobuuiay
avw-rqaz, wapaxe?\.eva'ews‘ dv ouBe,u.mc wpoa'Sew

w,ual,, o'n-ep wal n,uw ev ye 'rw wapovn "re-rvx'q—
Kev. v-n'ep fyvvaucwv 'yap xai 'n-aLSwv xal yfis
TS WanaJaS' xal awkwc ewrew un-ep TéY GAwV 0
ktvBuvés éoTv, Ymép A n;.u.u ewwun époac.
Tols 8 m agbatpewﬁab T&Y uvrapxov-rmv /S’mé,‘o-
pévols ovSew OV 7rav*rcov wapaxa)pet,, v'n'ep-
,uaxeaﬁaﬂ 'rwv 'n'poa'nlcowmv avafcaé’oua'm TH$
ploews. odk wyvoem'e 86 s Hepa'cu(;3 'rr‘yv
r?\eovefmu ovéév loTnow, év efovaw& ')IE'YOVOO'L 4
ToD Suvaaﬁcu, o08¢ dpEovar povov Hudv 'ranva'L
qSopovq f Ta d\\a xa’rnxéavq 7ron§crozl'ra¢, el Tt
,un em?\e?w;a*p.e(?a wv Xoaponq e«y/cexebpnxey ép’
np,w ot 'n'okkgn ’n'po'repov, W vvv wepteaom‘ab
nlu,cov T 'rro?mep.a). aA\a pmdé axpt ToD Adyov
7rpote'rw 1oL TR 7'179 Hepa'wv 7T6Lpas‘, /,L?’)BG Seane-
mérw 70 Aa{wv ouopa. ou xa)\.evroq 8é, chpeg,
77#“/ o mpos Maovs arycov TONNGKLS avTOlS Kal
eq Xetpas‘ éxboliae kai vmepBathouévors T pdxn.
u vap Euvelbiopévey  To 5ua'/co7\ov 0vdaud
Tapeo-w, wpoSawavn@ewm- ThHs ToD epryov Tarat-
Toplas peéry ral Telpa. d')o"re Sia 'mv'ro rcal
raTadpovely 'rwv ToXepiwy dre vevucn/,bevwv év
EupBorals kal ody ouotws Bpacuvouévwv Huds

1 ¢f rva det dm 89 K

2 urep/.Laxea’ﬂaL Haury : érel udxeocbar K, émudxeadar L,
3 Mépoas Maltretus « wepodv MSS

4 'ye'yovdm L om K

5 juas Li: fudv K, fuiv Scahiger.

I20



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL vinn, 7-12

¢ Fellow-men, I know not whether it 1s necessary
to address any exhoitation to you to impel you to
be of good courage For those men whose enthusi-
asm 1s upheld by the necessity of circumstances
would, I think, need no further exhortation, and
this 1s the case with us, in the present crsis at any
rate  For 1t 15 your women and children and your
ancestial land, and, to speak planly, your all, which
is mvolved 1n this dangei, for 1t 1s to secure these
that the Persians are coming upon us  For no one
in the whole world gives way to those who are
seeking by viclence to rob him of any of his posses-
sions, fo1 nature compels him to fight for his property
And you are not ignorant that nothing stops the
avarice of the Persians when they have come to
have power mn thew giasp, and 1f at the present
time they prevail over us in the war, they will not
stop with smply 1uling us or imposing taxes or
tieating us 1n other matters as subjects,—a state-
ment which we can test by our own memory of
what Chosioes attempted upon us not long ago
But let me not even so much as mention the ex-
perience we have had with the Persians, and let
not the name of the Lazi come to an end. And the
stiuggle agamst the Medes, my fellow-men, is not
a haid one for us who have many times grappled
with them and prevailed over them in the fight
For a task which has become thoroughly famihar
entails no difficulty whatever, the necessary labour
having been previously expended in practice and
experience Consequently we shall be obliged be-
cause of this fact actually to despise the enemy as
having been defeated 1 previous combats and having
no such ground for courage as you have. For when
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the spirit has been humbled, 1t 1s by no means wont
to mount again. Holding these thoughts then before
your munds, advance with high hopes to close with
the enemy ”

After making such a speech Gubazes led out the
aimy of the Lazi, and they arrayed themselves as
follows As a vanguaid the cavaliy of the Lazm
advanced in order aganst the foe, while the Roman
cavalry followed them, not at a shot interval, but
very fai n the 1ear. This paiticular Roman force
was under the leadeiship of Philegagus, a Gepaid
by buth and an energetic man, and of John the
Aimenian, son of Thomas, an exceptionally able
wattior who was known by the suiname Guzes, and
who has been mentioned alieady 1n the previous
narrative!  Behind these followed Gubazes, the
king of the Laz, and Dagisthaeus, the general of
the Romans, with the mfantiy of both aimies,1eason-
ing that, should 1t come about that the cavalry were
routed, they would be saved very easily by falling
back on them So the Romans and the Lazi arrayed
themselves 1n this manner, Chorianes meanwhile
selected fiom his aimy a thousand men equipped
with the coiselet and in all other 1espects most
thoroughly armed, and sent them forwaid as a
scouting party, while he himself with all the rest
of the army maiched in the 1ea1, leaving behind
the camp a garson of only a few men Now the
cavahy ot the Lazi which had gone ahead shewed
in what they did scant 1egaid for then professions,
denouncing by their actions the hopes which they
had pireviously aroused For when they came sud-
denly upon the advance party of the enemy, they
did not bear the sight of them, but straightway
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wheeled then horses and began to gallop back to
the rear i complete disorder ; and pressing onward
they mingled with the Romans, not dechning to
take refuge with the very men beside whom they
had previously been unwilling to array themselves.
But when the two forces came close to each other,
neither side at first opened the attack or joined
battle, but each army drew back as their opponents
advanced and in turn followed them as they retired,
and they consumed much time in retreats and
counter-pursuits and swiftly executed changes of
fiont

But theie was a ceitain Aitabanes in that Roman
aimy, a Persarmenmian! by bnth, who had, as it
happened, deserted long before to the Armenians
who aie subjects of the Romans, not as a smple
deserter however, but by the slaughter of one
hundied and twenty Peisian wairiors he had given
the Romans a pledge of lis loyalty to them For
he had come before Valeran, who at that time was
a general 1n Aimenia and requested him to give
him fifty Romans, and upon getting what he wished
he proceeded to a fortiess situated mn Persarmenia.
There a gainison of one hundred and twenty Peisians
recetved him with his company mnto the fortress, 1t
not bemng as yet clear that he had changed lus
allegiance and gone over to the enemy He then
slew the hundred and twenty men and plundered
all the money in the fortiess—and there was an
enormous quantity of it—and so came to Valeman
and the Roman army, and having thus pioved

1 Persarmenia was the portion of Armema subjeet to Persia,
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himself faithful to them, he thereafter marched
with the Romans. This Artabanes ip the present
battle placed himself in the space between the
armies, taking with him two of the Roman soldiers,
and thither came some of the enemy also. Arta-
banes chaiged these men, and engaging with one
of the Peisians who was a man of high valour and
great bodily prowess, he stiaightway slew him with
his spear and throwing him fiom his hoise brought
him down to the giound But one of the barbanans
standing beside the fallen man smote Aitabanes on
the head with a swoird, but not with a moital stroke.
Then one of the followexs of Aitabanes, a Goth by
barth, attacked this man, and while he still held his
hand at Aitabanes’ head, smote him with a well-
duected blow mn the left flank and lad him low.
Thereupon the thousand, bemng tennified at what
had taken place, began to withdraw to the rear,
where they awaited Chonanes and the 1est of the
army of Peisians and Alani, and m a shoit time
mingled with them.

By this time the mfantiy under Gubazes and
Dagisthaeus also came up with thewr cavalry and
both armes closed to a hand-to-hand encounter
At this point Plulegagus and John, thinking they
were too few to beai the onset of the barbarian
hoise, particularly because they had no confidence
the power of the Lazi, leaped from thewr hoises and
compelled all to do the same, both Romans and Laz
They then aniayed themselves on foot in a very deep
phalanx, and all stood with a front facing the enemy
and thiusting out their spears against them But
the barbarians knew not what to make of 1t, for they
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were nerther able to charge then opponents, who
were now on foot, nor could they break up thewr
phalanx, because the hoises, annoyed by the points
of the spears and the clashing of the shields, balked ;
and so they all 1esorted to thewr bows, emboldened
by the hope that by a multitude of missiles they
would very easily tuin then enemy to flight The
Romans likewise and all the Lazi began to do exactly
the same thing. So from each side the airows were
flying 1n great numbers mto both armies, and on
both sides many men were falling Now the Per-
sians and Alam weie dischaiging thewr missiles in a
practically continuous stream and much faster than
then opponents  However, the Roman shields
checked the most of them.

In the couise of this battle Chorianes, the com-
mander of the Persians, happened to be lnt  But by
whom this man was wounded was not clear to any-
one, for some chance guided the shaft as 1t came
out of a crowded mass of men, fastened 1tself in the
man’s neck, and killed lum outright, and by one
man’s death the battle was mnchined and victory fell
to the Romans  For as he fell from his hoise to the
ground on lus face and lay there, the baibanians went
in a wild 1ush to theiwr stockade, while the Romans
with the Laz followed upon thewr heels and
slew many, hopmg to capture with one rush the
camp of then opponents But one of the Alani,
who was a man of gieat courage and bodily stiength
and who knew unusually well how to shoot 1apidly
to erther side, took Ins stand at the entrance of the

3 edyuxlas Hamy : &s edfuylas DISS
8 edfuylas—Iioxvos K eifuxlav oduaros woxde L
5 ef fikwr Dindotf  #rwy MSS.
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stockade, which was very natiow, and unexpectedly
blocked the way for the oncoming Romans for a long
time But John, the son of Thomas, approached
alone very close to him and slew the man with a
spear, and thus the Romans and Lazi captured the
camp And great numbers indeed of the barbamans
were destroyed there, and the remamder betook
themselves away to their native land, each one as he
found 1t possible to get there So this mvasion of
the Persians into the land of Colchis ended 1 this
way. Meanwhile another Persian army, after foi tify-
g the garison at Petra with an abundance of
provisions and all other supples, had departed on
thewr way

IX

In the meantime the following took place. The
Laz began to slander Dagisthaeus to the emperor,
going to Byzantium to do so, chaiging him with
tieason and Medizing For they declared that he
had yelded to the peisuasion of the Persians in
1efusing to establish himself nside the fallen cucut-
wall of Petra, whie the enemy in the nteival had
filled bags with sand and laid courses with them 1in-
stead of stones, and thus had made secure such paits
of the encmt-wall as had fallen down And they
stated that Dagisthaeus, whether impelled to do so
by a biibe o1 thiough negligence, had postponed the
attack to some other time, and had thus let shp for
the moment the piecious oppoitumity which, of
course, he had never again been able to grasp. The
emperor consequently confined him in the pison
and kept him under guard; he then appomnted
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Bessas, who had returned not long before from Italy,
General of Armenia and sent him to Lazica with
mstructions to command the Roman army theie
Venilus, the biother of Buzes, had also been sent
there already with an aimy, as well as Odonachus,
Babas from Thrace, and Uligagus of the Eruli.

Now Nabedes had invaded Lazica with an aimy,
but he accomplished nothing of consequence beyond
spending some time with this army among the
Abasgi, who had revolted from the Romans and
Lazy, and taking from them sixty children of their
notables as hostages It was at that time that
Nabedes as an incident of lus journey captuied
Theodora, the consort of Opsites (he was uncle of
Gubazes and king of the Lazi), finding her among
the Apsiln, and he carried her off to the land of
Persia Now this woman happened to be a Roman
by buth, for the kings of the Lazi from ancient
times had been sending to Byzantium, and, with the
consent of the empetor, anlanging marriages with
some of the senatois and taking home their wives
from there In fact Gubazes was sprung fiom a
Roman family on lus mother’s ssde  But the reason
why these Abasgi twined to 1evolt I shall now set
forth

When they had 1emoved fiom power their own
kings, as has been told by me above,! Roman soldiers
sent by the emperor began to be quartered among
them very generally, and they sought to annex the
land to the Roman empire,imposing certain new regu-
lations upon them But because these were 1ather
severe the Abasgi became exceedingly wroth.
Feating, consequently, that they would be mere

1 Chap m 321
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slaves of the Romans thereafter, they agamn put
thewr 1uleis m power, one named Opsites 1n the
eastern part of thewr country, and Sceparnas in the
western part  Thus, because they had fallen into
despair of good things, they naturally enough sought
to regain the status which had previously seemed to
them grievous mn place of themr later estate, seeing
this had been worse, and 1 consequence of this
change they were in fear of the power of the
Romans and as secretly as possible went over to the
Persians When the Emperor Justinan heard this,
he commanded Bessas to send a strong army against
them. He accoidingly selected a large number
from the Roman army, appomnted to command them
Uhgagus and John the son of Thomas, and immedi-
ately sent them by sea aganst the Abasgi. Now 1t
happened that one of the rulers of the Abasg, the
one named Sceparnas, was away for some reason
among the Persians, for he had gone under summons
not long before to Chosroes But the other ruler,
leaining of the inroad of the Romans, mustered all
the Abasgr and made haste to encounter them.

Now there 1s a place beyond the boundary of
Apsiha on the 10ad mto Abasgia of the following
descuiption  a lofty ridge runs out fiom the Caucasus,
and gradually sinks, as 1t runs along, to a lower level,
resembling m a way a ladder, until it comes to an
end at the Euvine Sea  And the Abasgl in ancient
times built an exceedingly strong fortress of very
considerable size on the lower slope of this mountain.

2 gretaar K+ lévar L
3 yavoly Ereuder K #e L
4 g¢ixro Dindorf : agpixero MSS
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL 1x. 16-23

Heie they always take refuge and repel the inroads
of their enemies, who aire 1n no way able to storm
the difficult position Indeed there 1s only one
path leading to this foitiess and to the 1est of the
land of the Abasgi, and this happens to be impass-
able for men maiching by twos For there 1s no
possibility of getting along theire except in single
file and on foot, and that with difhculty. Above
this path rises the side of an exceedingly rough gorge
which extends from the fortress to the sea And
the place beats a name worthy of the gorge, for the
inhabitants call 1t Trachea,! using a Greek word

So the Roman fleet put in between the boundaries
of the Abasgi and Apsilu, and John and Uligagus
disembaiked thewr tioops and proceeded on foot,
while the sailois followed the aimy along the coast
with all the boats And when they came close to
Trachea, they beheld the entire foice of the Abasg:
fully aimed and standing 1 order along the whole
gorge above the path which I have just mentioned,
whereupon they fell mto great peiplexity because
they were quite unable to handle the situation
before them, until John, after 1easoning long with
himself, discovered a remedy for the trouble For
leaving Uligagus theie with the half of the aimy, he
himselt took the others and manned the boats And
by 1owing they 1ounded the place where Trachea
was and passed 1t entirely and thus got 1n the rear
of the enemy Thereupon the Romans raised
then standards and advanced The Abasgi, then,

1 “Rugged ”

10" vide Brbpwmor & Tpaxéa L obrw 34 K
2 9égfar K. mn 6éo6ar L
137



24

25

26

(o)
~1

28

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

o‘d)[a’w e'/ca,'répcoﬁev e’ryrce&,u,e'vovq i8ovres és alwny
;.usv oUréTs 6,8)\.&71'01/, 00dé 77)1} Taftv e¢v7\tzo'a'ov,
€s v'imfymfynv 8é. Evv 770)»7&77 droo i 'rpa.'n'o,uevo&
'n'poa'w exwpovv, olTo 76 8€ec /ca‘L ™ an’ av*rou
a,m;xa.vba cupTodt §0/Leuo1, daTe olre THY 'ra.prav
o'qbw'L BUO'XOJPL(ZV ért SLarywcoa-/cew é8vvavro olite
mn evmerds évBévde lévar ‘Popaior 8¢ adtols
éxarépwlfer émomipevol Te Kkal katahaBovTes
770?»7\01‘19 éxTewvan. Spoyw Te fuv Tols d)su'yovaw
ss‘ 70 qbpovav ad:uco,uevoz ava/ce/cm,uevm ére
émriTuyydvovat Tis TaUTy wuhios' ol yap P -
Aakes émifeivas Ta,9 Hupa.s‘ ovdaud) elyov,? d\ &
Tovs PevyovTtas &t eSexovm. TOV TE ¢vryov'rwv
Tols &wxouazv avamxeev'rwv éml Tas mwihas
LED‘TCLL a'fra,m-es', ol uév émbuuig Tod a-w{ea(?m,
of 8¢ Tob TO ¢polpiov éEenelv. avaxexhiuévas
odv Tas wUNas eUpdvTes cuveicéBaiov 3 és TalTas
dANg s, of yap muhwpol obre Stakpivery dmwod
TV moheuiwy Tovs “ABacyols eiyov olre Tas
wihas ImepPialopévov Tod ouihov émiTifévac.

Kal of ,u,éz: *ABacyol c’z’a’,uevot évros ToD
wept,@o?\ov fyevo,uevm Evv 79 Ppovple q?\bcmov-ro,
Pw,.cawt 8¢ 16y évavriov /cexpam/cévaa ocopevoo
woyw 8vo-/co7\a)-rﬂpm ewavﬂa w,ul,kovv. TAV yap
olkt@ guyvév Te avcrwv xal ov Nlav &exovawv
Ao, dANG kal Tpémov 'TGLXOUS‘ wav'ra,xoé’eu
au;.wred)pwy,uevwv "ABacryol és av-raq ava,BaVTeq
kat cBéver mavti duvvouevoi, Tols moheulovs
kata xopudpny EBaldov, wéve* xal ¢éPe xal

* wpdow exwpouvL mpogexdpouy K 2 elxor K Yoxvor L

3 edpdyres quveiaéBaroy K dpavres tuveiréBarrov L.

4 wévw K. déa L
138



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL 1x. 23-28

seemng thewr enemy pressing upon them fiom both
sides, no longer offered resistance nor even kept
their 1anks, but turning to withdraw in a very dis-
orderly retreat they kept moving forward, but so
mpeded were they by thewr fear and the helplessness
1esulting theiefrom that they were no longer able to
find their way abouwt the rough termam of their
native haunts, nor could they easily get away from
the place. The Romans meanwlile weie following
them up from either side and caught and killed
many And they reached the fortress on the 1un
together with the fugitives and found the small gate
there still open, for the guards could by no means
shut the gates, since they were still taking in the
fugitives  So pursued and pursuers mingled together
were all rushing toward the gate, the formei eager
to save themselves, the latter to capture the fortiess

Finding then the gates open, they charged thiough
them together : for the gate-keepers were neither
able to distinguish the Abasg: from the enemy nor
to shut the gates to with the thiong overpowering
them.

And the Abasgi for thewr part, though feeling
1elief at getting mside the fortress, were actually
being captured with the fortress, while the Romans,
thinkimg they had mastered their opponents, found
themselves mvolved there i a more difficult struggle
For the houses weie numerous and not very far
apait from each other—indeed they were even
crowded close enough together so that they resembled
a wall all round, and the Abasgi mounted them and
detended themselves with all thewr strength by
hurlng mussiles upon the heads of then enemy,
strugghng with mught and mamn and filled with
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII ix. 28-x. 3

terror and with pity for theiwr children and women,
and consequently overcome with despawr, until 1t
occuried to the Romans to fiie the houses. They
accordmngly set fire to them on all sides, and thus
wele completely victorious mn this struggle Now
Opsites, the ruler of the Abasgy, succeeded 1n
making his escape with only a few men, and with-
diew to the neighbouning Huns and the Caucasus
mountams. But the others were either charred and
burned to ashes with then houses or fell into the
hands of therr enemy The Romans also captured
the women of their ruleis with all their offspring,
1azed the defences of the fortress to the ground, and
1endered the land desolate to a great distance  For
the Abasg, then, this was the 1esult of then revolu-
tion But among the Apaln the following took
place

X

Tue Apsiln have been subjects of the Laz fiom
ancient fimes Now there 1s in this country an
exceedingly strong fortiess which the natives call
Tzibile  But one among the notables of the Lazi,
Teirdetes by name, who held the office of © magister,”
as1t1s called, in this nation, had had a falling out
with Gubazes, the king of the Lazi, and was hostile
to hmm, accordmcrly he secretly piomised the
Peisians to hand over this particular fortiess to them,
and he came mnto Apsihaleading an aimy of Pe1smns
to accomphish this object Then, when they came

1 A military title equivalent to *“ General
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII. x. 3—7

close to the fortiess, he humself went ahead with his
Lazmec followers and got imside the fortifications,
because those keeping guard there could in no way
disobey the commande:r of the Lazi, feehng as they
did no suspicion of him. Thus when the Peisian
aimy arrived Terdetes recewved 1t into the fortress
And as a result of tlus the Medes considered that
not Lazica alone, but also Apsiha was held by them.
Meanwhile neither the Romans nor the Lazi werein
a position to defend the Apsiln, being hard piessed,
as they were, by the task of dealing with Petra and
the Median army

But there was a certamn woman who was the wife
of the commander of the garrison there, one of the
Apsilu, an exceedingly comely person to look upon
With this woman the commander of the Peisian
army suddenly fell violently in love, and at first he
began to make advances, but after that, since he
met with no encouragement fiom the woman, he
attempted with no hesitation to foice her At this
the husband of the woman became exceedingly
enraged, and at might he slew both the commander
and all those who had enteied the fortiess with him,
who thus became incidentally victims of ther
commander’s lust, and he himself took charge of the
fortiess On account of this affau the Apsiln
1evolted from the Colcluans! alleging against them
that, wlilst the Apsilu were bemng oppressed by the
Persians, they had been altogether unwilling to
champion their cause  But Gubazes sent a thousand
Romans and John the son of Thomas, whom I have

1,e the Laz1, cf chap 1 10

4 wpooworelofar obdauij #0eror K oddauf) Huvvor L
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII. x 7-13

recently mentioned, agamst them; this man
succeeded, after long efforts at conciliation, m
winning them over without a fight and made them
once mote subjects of the Lazi.  Such was the story
of the Apsilu and the fortress of Tzibile

At about this time 1t came about that Chosroes
through his inhumamty did not reman unscathed
even as regards his own offspring. For the eldest of
lis sons named Anasozadus (this means in the
Persian tongue ‘“Immortal””) chanced to have a
falling out with him, having been guilty of many
breaches of conduct, and m particulas having
consorted with the wives of his father without the
least hesitation At first then Chosroes punished
his son by banishment, Now thele 1s a certain land
m Persia called Vazane, an exceedingly good
country, in whieh the city named Belapaton 1s
situated, seven days’ journey distant from Clesiphon.
There at the command of his father this Anasozadus
was hiving

But at that time 1t so fell out that Chosroes
became very violently 1ll, so that 1t was actually said
that he had passed from the woild ; foo Chostoes was
by nature of a sickly disposition Ceitamm 1t 1s
that he often gathered around him physicians from
all parts, among whom was the physician Tribunus, a
Palestiman by buth This Tribunus was a man of
great leatming and inferior to none in medical skill,
and was furtheimore a temperate and God-fearing
man of the highest worth  On one occasion he had
cuted Chosroes of a seious illness, and when he
departed from the land of the Persians, he carned

2 ¢rayyelhayros Herwerden &masyyelhavros MSS
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII x 13~21

with him many and notable gifts from his patient.
When, accordingly, the truce preceding the present
one was made, Chostoes demanded of the Emperor
Justiman that he give him this Tribunus to live with
him for a year. This demand having been granted
him, as stated by me above,! Chosioes bade Tribunus
ask for whatever he wanted And he asked for
nothing else in the world except that Chosioes should
1elease for him some of the Roman captives  So he
released three thousand for him, and besides these
all whom he requested by name as being notable
men among the captives, and as a result of this
meident Tribunus won great 1enown among all men.
Thus did these events take place.

When Anasozadus leained of the disease which
had fallen upon his father, he began to stir up a
revolution by way of usurping the royal power.
And though lis father iecovered, he neveitheless
set the aity m 1evolt himself, and taking up arms
agamst him went forth fully piepaied for battle
When Chosroes heard this, he sent aganst lum an
army with Phabrizus as general So Phabrizus
having been victorious in the battle made Anasozadus
captive and brought him before Chosroes not long
afterward. And he caused the eyes of hus son to be
disfigured, not destioying their sight but distoiting
both the upper and lower hds n a very ugly fashion.
For he heated a sort of non needle in the fire and
with this seared the outside of his son’s eyes when

1 Book II xxvin 10
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they were shut, thus mairing the beauty of the lids.
Now Chosroes did this with only one end 1n view,
that his son’s hope of achieving the royal power
might be fiustiated Foi the law does not permt a
man who has a disfigurement to become king oser
the Peisians, as has been stated by me m the
preceding nairative also.l
XI

As for Anasozadus, then, s fortune and his
character brought him to this. And when the fifth
year of the truce had now come to an end, theasosn
Emperor Justinian sent Petius, a patrician and
holding the office of « Magister,” to Chosroes, in order
that they mught amange 1n every detail the tieaty
for the settlement of the East But Chosroes sent
hmm away, promising that after no long time he
would be followed by the man who would anange
these matters mn a manner advantageous to both
parties. And not long afterwards he sent Isdigousnas
for the second time, a man of pretentious demeanour
and filled with a hind of unspeakable 1illainy, whose
pompous puffing and blowing no one of the Romans
could bear. And he brought with hin his wife and
daughters and his brother, and was followed by a
huge thiong of retaineis. One would have supposed
that the good men were gomng out for battle. In his
company also were two of the most notable men
among the Persians, who actually wore golden
diadems on then heads And 1t writated the people

1 Book I w1 4.

3 gepamevdytwy K Oepamdvroy LIV
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of Byzantium that the Emperor Justinian did not re-
cerne lnm smmply as an ambassador, but counted him
worthy of much more fuendly attention and
magnificence

But Biaducius® did not come again with him to
Byzantium, for they say that Chosroes had removed
him fiom the world, laying no other charge aganst
the man than that he had been a table-compamon of
the Roman emperor < For,” said he, “as a mere
mterpreter he would not have achieved such high
honour from the empeior, unless he had betrayed the
cause of the Persians.” But some say that Isdigousnas
slandered him, asserting that he had conversed
secietly with the Romans Now when this ambas-
sador met the emperor for the first tune, he spoke
no word erther small o1 great about peace, but he
made the charge that the Romans had violated the
truce, alleging that Aiethas® and the Saracens, who
were allies of the Romans, had outraged Alamundarus
n time of peace, and advancing other chaiges of no
consequence which 1t has seemed to me not at all
necessaly to mention

While these negotiations were gomng on mn Byzan-
tium, Bessas with the whole Roman army was entering
upon the siege of Petra. Fust the Romans dug a
trench along the wall just where Dagisthaeus had
made his ditch when he pulled the wall down theire 3
Now the reason why they dug in the same place I
shall explain  Those who built this city originally
placed the foundations of the cncuit-wall for the

1 Cf Book IT xxvin 41. 2 Cf Book II 1 3-7
3 Book II xxix 36

tusvour K el
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most part upon rock, but here and there they were
allowed to rest upon eaith And there was such a
portion of the wall on the west side of the city of no
great extent, on either mde of which they had con-
stiucted the foundations of the cncumt-wall upon
hard, unyiclding 10ek  This was the portion which
Dagisthaeus on the previous occasion and now
Bessas hikewise undermined, the character of the
ground not permitting them to go further, but quite
naturally determining the length of the trench for
them and controlling 1t naturally

Consequently when the Peisians, after the with-
drawal of Dagisthaeus, wished to build up this part
of the wall which had fallen down, they did not
follow the previous plan 1n 1ts construction, but did
as follows  Iilling the excavated space with gravel,
they laid upon 1t heavy timbeis which they had
planed very thoroughly, making them entirely
smooth, and then they bound them together so as
to cover a wide space, these then they used as a
base mstead of foundation stones, and upon them
they skilfully cartied out the construction of the
cireutt-wall — Tlus was not undeistood by the
Romans and they thought they were making thew
ditch under the foundations But by excavating the
entne space under the timbeis which I have just
mentioned and cairying thewr work across most of
the ground they did succeed in damaging the wall
seriously, and a portion of 1t had actually dropped
down suddenly, but nevertheless this fallen pairt did
not mnchne at all to either side nor was one of the
couises of stone deranged, but the whole section

3 aprols Smdas  abrods K, adrd L.
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descended intact 1n a direct line, as 1f let down by
a machine, mto the excavated space and stopped
there, heeping 1ts proper posttion, though not with
the same height as before, but somewhat less So
when the whole space under the timbers had been
excavated, 1t came about that they settled into 1t
with the entne wall on them

But even so the wall did not become accessible to
the Romans. For when Mermeroes had come there
with lus gieat throng of Persians, they had added a
great deal to the eailier masonry and so buwlt the
creutt-wall exceedingly mgh  So the Romans, when
they saw the part of the wall which had been shaken
down still standing, were at a loss and found them-
selves mvolved 1 great perplexity. For neither
could they mine any longer, seeing thewr digging had
brought such a result, noi were they able at all to
employ the ram, for they were fighting against o
wall on a slope, and this engine cannot be brought
up to a wall except on smooth and very flat giound

Now by some chance 1t so fell out that there were
in this Roman army a small number of the baibaiians
called Sabui, for the following 1eason The Sabu
are a Hunnic nation and hive in the region of the
Caucasus, being a very numeious people and properly
divided among many different rulers. And some of
the rulers from ancient times have had relations with
the Roman empeior, and others with the king of
Persia  And each of these two sovereigns was
accustomed to pay a fixed amount of gold to those
alhance with lum, not annually, however, but only as
need mmpelled hum to do so. At that time, accord-

1 & 11 Haury ¥ MSS , »
2 amorenpyuévns Braun  drowexpuupéevns MSS
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mgly, the Emperor Justiman, by way of nviting
those of the Sabiri who weie friendly to him to a
fighting alliance, had sent a man who was to convey
the money to them  But this man, seeing that, with
enemies between, he could i no wise travel m
safety into the Caucasus iegion, paiticulaily when
calrying money, went only as far as Bessas and the
Roman army that was engaged m besieging Petia,
and from there he sent to the Sabin, bidding some
of them who weie to receive the money to come to
him with all speed, whereupon the Sabui selected
three of then leading men and straightway sent
them with a small escoit into Lazica. These, then,
were the men who, upon mnving there, had entered
into the attack on the wall with the Roman army.
Now when these Sabui saw that the Romans were
1n despan and at a loss how to handle the situation,
they devised a contnivance, such as had never been
conceived by anyone else of the Romans or of the
Pexrsians since men have exsted, although there have
always been and now aie gieat numbers of engineeis
in both countiies And though both nations have
often been m need of this device thioughout thewr
listory, 1 storming the walls of fortiesses situated
on any rough and difficult ground, yet not to a single
one of them has come this 1dea which now occurred
to these baibatians Thus as time goes on human
mgenuity is ever wont to keep pace with 1t by dis-
covering new devices. For these Sabiri mprovised
a 1am, not 1 the customary form, but using 2 new
method which was their innovation. They did not

1 ymoyvévras—0éobon K amoyvbyras, & reixopaxioy karéorn-
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put any beams into this engine. either upnght or
transveise, but they bound together some 1ather
thick wands and fitted them 1n place evervwhere
mstead of the beams, then thev covered the entire
engine with hides and so kept the shape of a ram,
and hung a simgle beam by loose chains, as 15 -custom-
ary, m the centre of the engine, and the head of
this, having been made shaip and covered over with
1ron like the baib of a missile, was intended to deal
1epeated blows to the cncmt-wall  And they made
the engine so hght that it was no longer necessary
that 1t be duo-ged ot pushed along bx the men
mside, but fority men, who were aisu destined to
draw back the beam and thrust 1t forward against
the wall, bemng mside the engine and concealed by
the lndes, could carry the ram upon their shoulders
with no difficulty

These barbaitans made three such engines, taking
the beams with their iron heads fiom the rams which
the Romans had i 1eadiness but were unable to
diaw up to the wall And Roman soldiers chosen
for their valour i groups of not less than foity went
mside each one of them and set them down very
close to the wall And otheis were standing on
either side of each engine, aimed with the corselet
and having theiwr heads caiefully covered by helmets
and carrymng poles, the ends of which wee fitted
with hook-shaped nons, now the purpose for which
these had been provided was this, that as soon as the
mmpact of the ram on the wall should break up the
courses of the stones, they might be able with these

-~ 7.
1 rodrov 8% mapeanevacuévey L. TobToy ¥ wapecnevacuévuy
-

2 Gvena L dveyrav K
139



34

35

36

37

38

39

40

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

xovTols Teptatpely Te Tovs Evyyeouévous Tdv Mbwy
kal c’wro/pplf'zr'rew Svvarol eicv.  ‘Pwpalos péy ody
épyov elyovto ral O Telyos 7Oy ovyvals Tals
éuBolais karecelero, ol 08 TAY unyavdy €@
éxdrepa Gvres Tols aykioTpoedéor wovrols THY
NOwv Tovs Evvrapacoouévovs 4mod Tis katd THY
olxodouiay EvvBirns éppimrovy, dhdoeabal Te 7
ToMs adrika 8y udia émidofos fiv.

O¢ 6¢ Ilépoas émrevéovy Tdde. Edlwov mipyov,
8omwep alrols éx malatod mapecrevasTo, kabdy-
mwepfev Tob mepiBohov érifevro, avdpddy Eumhewy
T@v év odior paXiuwTdTey, fhois TE oLdnpols
kal Odpafi Tds Te kepalas xal TO dAAo TAua
meptBalivTwy. aryyeia 8¢ Geiov Te kal doPdNTov
éumAnoduevor kal papudrov Emep MAdor pév
vipOay rahoiaty, “EXAnves 8¢ Mndelas élatov,
mupt Te Tabta Updiravres éml Tds uyyxavas ToV
kpLdy €Bathov, domep GNiryov éumimpdvar Tdgas
ééngart ANN of mapa TaiTas, domep uoi
éppnilln, éoTdres, Tols kovtols, dvmep émwepvijalny
apriws, évlenexéorata mepiaipobvtes Ta [Balk-
Mueva ral mepikabaipovres, Gravra és 1o Eagos
ék TOV pyyavdy evBis épplmTovr. obw émwl woAv
0¢ mpos 10 Epyov TobTo avBéEewy ImémTevorT TO
yap wp ol mpooraloeley éveripmpa alrika, €
py ebvwpdv dmofAnbein. Taira uév odv émrpda-
aeTo THde

Béooas 8¢ adrds Telwpariouévos kal dmwav
ékomhicas 10 oTpdTevpa K\paras moANas és TO
memTwKds ToD Telyovs mpofye. kal Noyw Togob-

1 &énoay Haury édénoer MSS
160



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xi. 33-40

poles to loosen and pull down such stones as were
dislodged  So the Romans set to work and the wall
was aheadv being shaken by frequent blows, while
those who were on both sides of the engines, using
then hooked poles, were pulling down the stones as
they weie dlslodoed fiom thewr setting in the
masonty, and 1t seemed certain that the cxtv would
be captuied mstantly.

But the Persians lut on the followng plan. They
placed on the top of the cucuit-wall a Wwooden tower
which had been made ready by them long before,
filling 1t with their most wailike men, who had their
heads and the rest of thewr bodies protected by non
nails and corselets And they had filled pots with
sulphur and bitumen and the substance which the
Persians call * naphtha™? and the Gieeks « Medea's
oil,” and they now set fiie to these and commenced
to throw them upon the sheds of the 1ams, and they
came within a little of burning them all  But the
men standing beside them, as I have sad. by means
of the poles which I have just mentioned kept
removing these mussiles with the greatest determina-
tion and clearing them off. so that they huiled every-
thing down to the ground fiomn the engines as soon
as 1t fell But they could not expect to hold out
long m this work, for the fhe kindled instantly
whatever 1t touched, unless 1t was 1mmediately
thiown off Such then was the course of events
here.

But Bessas, who had himself donned his coiselet
and put lus whole army under arms, began to move
forward many ladders to the part of the wall which
had sunk And after sturing their comage with a

! Bitumen and naphtha were Persan products.
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII. xi. 40-46

speech of only such length as not to blunt the pomt
of the opportunity, he devoted the remamnder of his
exhortation to action  Foi though he was a man of
moie than seventy years and already well past lus
pume, he was the first to mount the ladder Thete
a battle took place and a display of valour by both
Romans and Persians such as I at least believe has
never once been seen m these times  For while the
numbel of the baibarnans amounted to two thousand
three hundied, the Romans counted as many as six
thousand  And practically all those on both sides
who were not killed received wounds, and 1t proved
true that exceedingly few survived with thewr bodies
mntact  So the Romans, for their part, were
strugghng with all theirr strength to force the
ascent, while the Persians on their side were beating
them back with great vigour Thus manv were
being slamn on both sides and the Persians weie not
far from repelling the danger  For at the tops of the
laddeis a violent stiuggle foi position took place, and
many of the Romans, fighting as they were with an
enemy above them, were being slain, and Bessas the
geneial also fell to the ground and lay there And
at that pomnt a tremendous shout aiose from both
armies as the barbanans rushed together from all
sides and shot at him, and his bodyguaid gathered
hastaly about him, all of them having helmets on
the heads and wearing corselets, and by holding
theiwr shields close together over then heads and
crowding 1n so as to touch one another, they made a
sort of roof over lim and concealed their general 1n
complete safety, and kept fending off the missiles
with all thewr strength. And a great din arose from
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the mussiles which were thrown continually and
blunted on the shields and other armour, and at the
same time each man was shouting and panting and
exerting himself to the utmost  Meanwhile all the
Romans, 1n their eagerness to defend their general,
were shooting at the wall, stopping not for an
mnstant, seeking thus to check the enemy

In this crisis Bessas distingmshed himself, though
he could not get on his feet on account of the
impediment of his armout and also because his body
was not mmble (for this man was fleshy and, as
said, very old), still he did not yield to helpless
despair, even when he had come into such great
danger, but formed a plan on the spur of the
moment by which he succeeded in saving both
himself and the Roman cause. For he dnected his
bodyguards to drag him by the foot and thus pull
him very far from the wall, and they carred out
this order. And so, while some were dragging him,
others were retreating with him, holding thewr
shields above him and towaid each other, and
walking at the same speed as he was bemng dragged,
so that he might not, thiough becomng uncovered,
be hit by the enemy Then as soon as Bessas had
1eached safety, he got on his feet, and urging his
men forwaid went toward the wall, and setting foot
on the ladder once more made haste to mount 1t
And all the Romans followmng behind him made a
display of real heroism against the enemy Then
the Persians became terrified and begged thewr
opponents to give them some time, in order that
they might pack up and get out of the way when
they handed over the city But Bessas suspected
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xi. 53—57

that they had contrived some trickery, to the end
that in the interval they might mcrease the strength
of the ecweuit-wall, and so he said that he was
unable to put a stop to the fighting, but those who
wished to meet hun to discuss teims could, while
the aimies weie fighting, nevertheless proceed with
him to another part of the wall, and he designated
a certain spot to them,

This proposal, how ever, was not accepted by them,
and once more fierce fighting commenced, involving
a violent tussle; but while the confhet was still
indecisive, 1t so fell out that the wall at another
point, where the Romans had previously undermmed
1t, suddenly toppled over. Consequently many from
both armies rushed together at that spot. And now
the Romans shew ed their great numerical superiority
over the enemy, though they were divided mto two
parts, and they kept pressing the battle aganst
their opponents, shooting faster than ever and
pushing forward with the greatest force, The
Persians, on the other hand. no longer resisted with
the same stiength as before, assailed violently as
they were at both pomnts, and the smallness of ther
numbers thus divided between two fronts was
conspicuous. Now while both the armies were still
strugghng thus, and the Peisians, on the one hand,
could not repulse their enemy as they pressed upon
them, and the Romans, on the other hand, were
unable completely to force their entiance, a young
man of the Armeman race named John, son of
Thomas, whom they were wont to call Guzes,
abandoned the downfallen part of the arcuit-wall
and the struggles there, and, taking with him some
few of his Armenian followers, ascended by the
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precipice, where all considered the city io be
impregnable, having overpowered the guards at that
point  Then, after getting on the parapet, he slew
with Ius spear one of the Persian defendeis there,
who appeaied to be the most warhke In this
mannel an entry was made possible for the Romans.

Now the Peisians who were posted mn the
wooden tower had kindled a huge numbe: of fire-
bearing pots, in order that theyr might be able
by the very number of then missiles to burn up
the engines, men and all, their defenders being
unable to push them all aside with their poles.
But suddenly there sprang up fiom the south a
wmd of extraordinary violence and blew against
them with a great roar, and in some way or other 1t
set fire to one of the planks of the tower But the
Persians theie did not immediately comprehend thus,
for they were every man of them working and
shouting immode:ately, being filled with fear and
m the mudst of wild confusion, and the urgeney
of the moment had 10bbed them of their senses, so
the flame rismg hittle by hittle, fed by the o1l which
bears Medea’s name and all the other things with
which the tower was supplied, consumed the whole
tower and the Persians who were in 1t These were
all bmined to death, and thewr chainied bodies fell,
some 1nside the wall, others outside where the
engiues stood with the Romans about them. Then
the other Romans also who were fighting at the
fallen part of the wall, since the enemy were giving
way before them 1n utter despair and strove no
longer to 1esist, got inside the fortifications, and
Petia was captured completely

So about five hundied of the Persians ran up
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to the acropolis, and seizing the stionghold theie
remained quiet, but the Romans made prisoners
of all the others, such as they had not slamn 1n the
fighting, amounting to about seven hundred arnd
thirty.  And among these they found only eighteen
unhuit, all the rest having been wounded There
fell too many of the best of the Romans, and among
them John the son of Thomas, who, while enteung
the city, was it on the head by a stone thiown
by one of the baibarians, but only after he had made
a display of marvellous deeds agamst the enemy

XII

On the followmng day the Romans, while besieging
those baibarians who had seized the acropohs, made
a proposal, offering them personal safety and promis-
ing to give them pledges to that effect. thinking
that the Perstans would submut on this basis. But
they did not 1eceive ihe suggestion and prepared to
resist, not thinking that they would hold out long m
their desperate situation, but courting a heroic death
But Bessas, wishing to dissuade them from this
purpose and to tuin them imstead to a longing for
safety, commanded one of the Roman soldiers to
go up as close as he could to them and make a kmd
of evhortation to the men, and he stated what he
wished him to say to them

This man then came up close to the fortress and
spoke as follows ¢ Most noble Persians, what has

! kararaBdvras L karahmivras K
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come over vou that you aie stubbornly holding to
this course of destruction, bending your energies
with uneasonable zeal to accomphsh a certain death
and conspicuously dishonouing the practice of
valom * For it 1s not a manly thmcr to array oneself
aganst the mnevitable, nor a wise thing to refuse
to bow to those who have won the master\' , 1or, on
the other hand, 1s 1t nglorous to hie by falling
m with the situation chanee has by ought For man,
i the grip of necessity which 1s relieved by no
hope of 1escue, 15 thereby justly acquitted of the
charge of dishonow, even 1f he 15 involved n the
most shameful actlons , for ev1l, when 1t 15 unavoid-
able, 1s naturally followed by fozgn eness Do not,
therefore, emulate madmen in the mudst of obvious
danger, and do not barter your safety fui wanton
folly, but rather call to mind that 1t 1s impossible
for the dead to come to hfe, winle the liing can
destroy themselves at a later time, if indeed this
seems best Make, then, your final deliberation and
consider well your interests, recalling the fact that
those decisions would be the best in whieh reveisal
shall still be within the power of those who have
made the deaision. For we on our part do pity you,
though you are fighting against your own fuends,
and spare you when you are courting death, and
we expect, as 1s customary for Chiuistian Romans, to
feel compassion for you though you throw hfe to
the winds, and look upon it as a trivial matter
And the result for you will be simply this, that by
shifting your citizenship for the better you wall
have Justiman instead of Chosroes as master; mn-
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deed we agree to give you pledges to make this
pronuse binding. Do not then destroy yourselves
when 1t 1s possible to be saved For 1t 1s not a
glorious thing to lmger fondly i danger for no
adiantage whatsoever, since this 1s not playing the
part of brave men, but simply courting death. But
noble 1s he who steels himself to endure the most
severe fortune, when he can anticipate from it some
benefit. For men do not applaud voluntary death
i a situation wheie even the surrounding danger
gives ground for some stronger hope, hut a useless
destruction of Iife 1s do“nrurht folly, and senseless
daring which leads to dcath, when held out as a
pretence of high seriousness, merits no praise, at
least 1n the judgment of thinking men  Further-
more, you are bound also to take into consideration
that you may seem to be shewing some imgratitude
toward Heaven For if God wished to destroy
you, my men, he would not, I think, have put you
into the hands of those who are striving to preserve
you Seemng then that such 1s om stand in the
matter, 1t will cleaily be for you to decxde what it
1s fitting should befall you.”

Such was the exhortation The Persians, how-
ever, were unwilling even to listen to the discowse,
but wilfully shutting their ears pretended that they
did not understand Then finally, at the command
of the geneial, the Romans huiled fire into the
acropohs thmkmg that 1n this way the enemy
would Dbe constrained to swiender themselves.
Then, as the flames spread in great volume, the
barbarians, with disaster before their eyes, and
knowing full well that they would speedily be
buined to ashes, and having no hope, nor yet seeing
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any possibility of saving themselves by fighting, still
even 1n that situation would not consent to fall into
the power of their enemy, but they were immediately
burned to death, every man of them, together with
the aciopohs, while the Roman aimy marvelled at
what was taking place  And at that time 1t became
manifest how much mmportance Chosioes placed upon
Lazica, for he had chosen out the most notable of
all hus soldiers and assigned them to the garrison
of Petra, and deposited there such an abundance
of weapons that when the Romans took possession of
them as plunder, five men’s equipment fell to each
soldier, and this too 1n spite of the fact that wmany
weapons had been burned on the acropolis. There
was also found a vast quantity of grain and of cured
meat as well as all other piovisions, wluch were
indeed sufficient to keep all the besieged adequately
supplied for five years But the Peisians had not,
as 1t happened, stored wine there other than sour
wine, but they bad brought i an ample supply of
beans. But when the Romans actually found water
there flowing from the aqueduct, they were gieatly
astomished and perplexed, until they learned the
whole truth about the concealed pipes  And I shall
now explain what these were.

At the time when Chosroes estabhished the
garrison 1 Petia after captunng 1t, knowing well
as he did that the Romans would assail 1t with every
means 1n their power, and would straightway attempt
without a moment’s hesitation to cut the aqueduet,
he contrived the following plan  The water which
was being carried into the city he dinided mto three
parts and had a very deep trench dug, in which he
constructed three pipe-lines, one lying on the very
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xu1 22-28

bottom of this trench, and this he covered with mud
and stones up to the middle of the trench, at that
level he concealed the second pipe-hne, and above
1t built the third, wlich was above ground and
visible to all, so the piping was on three levels, but
this fact was concealed. This the Romans at the
beginning of the siege did not undeistand, and so,
atter they had cut this obvious pipe-line, they did
not cary forward theiwr work on the tiench, but
gave up the labour before the next pipe-hne was
destroyed, and thought that the besieged were 1n
want of water, then minds being deceived by their
own shpshod methods But as the siege was pro-
longed, the Romans by capturing some of the enemy
learned that the besieged were drawing water from
the aqueduct  Accordingly they dug down into the
ground and found theie the second pipe-line, which
they cut immediately, and they thought that they
had thus aiippled the enemy completely, not having
learned even the second time fiom the lesson before
them the real meaming of their previous experience,
But when they had captured the eity and saw, as I
have said, the water flowing i fiom the pipe, they
began to marvel and were greatly peiplexed. And
hearing from their captives what had been done,
they came to realize after the event the caie shewn
by the enemy 1n therr work and the futility of thewr
own feeble efforts

Bessas now straightway sent all the piisoners to
the emperor and razed the circuit-wall of Petra to
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the ground i order that the enemy might not again
make trouble for them. And the emperor praised
him particularly for the valour he had displayed and
for his wisdom in tearing down the whole wall
Thus Bessas became once more,! both because of
the good fortune he had enjoyed and also because
of the valour he had displaved, an object of respect-
ful admiration among allmen  For previously, when
he was appointed to command the gariison of Rome,
the Romans had great hopes of im, since before
that tune he had consistently shewn himself a man
of the Inghest courage But when 1t came about
that he met with 1ill fortune there, Rome being
captured as 1t was by the Goths, as I have recounted
i the previous narrative,? and the race of the
Romans being in large part destroyed, still the
Emperor Justinian, when he retuwined after this to
Byzantium, appomted him General agamst the
Persians ~ Now practically eveiyone bitterly eriti-
cized this act and scoffed at the emperor’s decision,
if he was going to entrust the Medic war to this
Bessas n his closing yeais, after he had been defeated
decisively by the Goths and had now become a
doddering old man But although this was the
feeling of practically all men, 1t actually fell out
that this general met with the good fortune and
displayed the valour wiich I have deseribed Thus
1t 1s that human aflans proceed not according to the
judgment of men, but are subject to the power and
authonty of God, which men ate wont to call fortune,
knowing not why in the world events proceed in the
manner 1 which they mamfest themselves to them

! He had previously won distinction in the defence of
Rome under Belisarius, See Book V
2 Book VII xx
131
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For the name of foitune 1s wont to attach to that
which appears to be contiary to reason But as
1egards this matter, let each man think as he wishes.

XIII

Now Mermeroes, fearing that in the course of a
long time some mishap should befall Petra and the
Persians left theie, had set his whole army in motion
and maiched 1n that direction, being further -
fluenced to do so by the season, seeing 1t was now
past winter  But in the comse of this journey he
learned all that had befallen and abandoned this
march entuely, knowing well that the Lazi had no
fortress beyond the Phasis River excepting only the
one at Petra. He then returned and seized the
passes from Iberia into the land of Colchis, where
the Phasis can be forded, and he not only crossed
this river on foot but also another river of no less
difficulty, named the Rheon, which 1s likewise not
navigable there, and thus getting on the nght of
the Phasis, he led his army forward agamst a cty
named Archaeopolis, which 1s the first and greatest
city in Lazica Now this army, apait from a few
men, was all cavalry, and they had with them eight
elephants, upon which the Persians were to stand
and shoot down upon the heads of then enemy just
as from towers Indeed one nught be led with
good 1eason to marvel at the assiduity and resource-
fulness of the Persians in the prosecution of their
wars , for 1t was they who took in hand the road
leading from Iberia into Colchis, which was every-
wheie impeded by precipitous ravines and difficult
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ground covered with brush, and concealed by forests
ot wide-spreading trees, so that even foi an unen-
cumbered traveller the way had seemed impassable
previously, and they made 1t so smooth that not
only did thewr entne cavalry pass that way with no
difficulty, but they also aclually marched over that
road taking with them as many of therr elephants
as they wished And Huns also came to them as
allies fiom the nation of the Sabui, as they are
called, to the number of twelve thousand But
Meimeroes, fearing lest these barbarans, bemg in
such numbers, would not only be altogether un-
willing to obey his commands, but would actually
do some terrible thing to the Persian army, per-
mitted only four thousand to march with him, while
he sent all the rest away to their homes after making
them a generous present of money

Now the Roman army numbered twelve thousand,
they were not, however, all concentrated m one
place, for there were only three thousand in the
garrison at Archaeopolis under command of Odo-
nachus and Babas, both able warriors. while all the
rest were waiting 1 camp on the other side of the
Phasis River, having m mind that, if the enemy’s
army should make an attack at any point, they
themselves would move out from there and go to
the rescue m full force These were commanded
by Vemlus and Uhgagus; and Varazes the Persar-
menian was also with them, having recently returned
from Italy and having eight hundred Tzanm under
his command. As for Bessas, as soon as he had
captured Petra, he was quite unwilling to continue
the struggle, but withdrew to the Pontici and the
Armemans and was giving the closest possible atten-
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tion to the revenues from his teruitory, and by this
mggardly policy he again wiecked the cause of the
Romans For if] stratght“ ay after that victory
which I have described and his capture of Petra, he
had gone to the boundaiies of Lazica and Ibena and
barricaded the passes there, never agam, as 1t seems
to me, would a Persian aimy have entered Lazica.
But 1in fact this general, by shghting this task, all
but surtendered Lazica to the enemy with his own
hand, paying lttle heed to the emperor's wrath.
For the Emperor Justiman was accustomed to con-
done, for the most part, the mistakes of his com-
manders, and consequently they were found very
generally to be guilty of offences both in private life
and against the state.

Now there were two fortiesses of the Laz1 almost
enxactly on the boundary of Ibeia, Secanda and
Sarapamis  These, bemng situated in  extremely
rugged and difficult country, were extraordmarly
haid of access They used to be garrisoned by the
Laz m ancient tumes with gieat difficulty, for no
food at all grows thete, and supplies had to be
biought m by men who carred them on their
shoulders But the Empetor Justinian at the begin-
ning of this war had removed the Lax from these
fortresses and substituted a garmson of Roman
soldiets These soldiers, then, not long afteiwards,
being hard pressed by the lack of necessary supplies,
abandoned these fortresses because they were quite
unable to live for any considerable time on mllet,
as the Colchians did, since 1t was not famuliar to
them, and the Lam no longer perseveied mn travel-
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mg the long jouiney to bring them all their supplies
Whereupon the Persians occupied and held them, but
in the treaty the Romans got them back 1n exchange
for the foitress of Bolum and Phaiangium, as I have
told 1n detail in the preceding nairatine ! The Lan
accordingly razed these foitresses to the giound, n
order that the Persians might not hold them as out-
posts against them But the Peisians 1ebuilt and
held the one of the two which they call Seanda,
and Mermeroes led the Medie army forward

There had been a aity in the plain called Rhodo-
polis, which lay first 1n the way of those invading
Colchis from Ibena, so situated as to be easily
accessible and altogether open to attack. For this
1eason the Lazi had long before, in fear of the
Persian nvasion, razed 1t to the ground  When the
Persians learned this, they proceeded straight for
Archaeopolis. But Mermeroes learned that Ius
enemy was encamped near the mouth of the Phasis
Ruver, and he advanced upon them. For 1t seemed
to him better first to capture this foice and then to
undertake the siege of Archaeopolis, in order that
they mught not come fiom the 1ear and do harm to
the Persian army  And he went close by the
fortifications of Archaeopolis and gave a mocking
salutation to the Romans theie, and with something
of a swagger said that he would come back to them
at the earliest moment For, said he, he wished to
addiess huis greetings to the other Romans first who
were encamped near the Phasis River And the

1 Book I xan 18
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Romans, by way of answer, bade him go wheiever he
wished, but they declaied that if he came upon the
Romans there he would never retuin to them.
When the commandeis of the Roman army learned
this, they became thoroughly frightened and, think-
ing themselves too few to withstand the foice of
then assailants, embatked on the boats wlnch they
had 1eady and ferried acioss the Phasis River, every
man of them, placing then supples of provisions on
the boats, as much at least as they were able to
cariy, and throwing the rest mto the river in order
that the enemy might not be able to revel in them
So when Mermeroes arrived there with his whole
army not long afteiwaid, and saw the enemy’s camp
entnely abandoned, he was vexed and filled with
resentment at the bafling situation He then fired
the Roman stockade, and boiling with fury turned
back 1mmediately and led his aimy agamnst
Archaeopolis

XI1v

THE city of Archaeopolis 1s situated on an exceed-
ingly 1ugged hill, and 4 1iver flows by. coming down
from the mountains which are above the eity  And
1t has two gates, one of which 1s below, opening on
the base of the lull, but this one 1s not 1naccessible
except 1 so far that the ascent to 1t fiom the plain
1s not smooth ; but the upper gate leads out to the
steep slope and 1s extremely difficult to approach,
for the ground before this gate 1s covered with biush
which extends to an indefinite distance  And since

? &tdyovoar Blaun  éEdyovom abrds MSS
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the mhabitants of this city can get no other water,
those who built 1t constiucted two walls which
extend from the aty all the way to the wwer, in
order that it mught be possible for them to draw
water from it mn safety.

Mermeroes, consequently, being eager and deter-
mined to assault the wall there with his whole
strength, did as follows He first commanded the
Sabir1 to built a great number of rams, of the sort
which men would be able to carry on therr shoulders,
because he was quite unable to bring up the custom-
ary engies to the cirenit-wall of Archaeopols, lymng
as 1t did along the lower slopes of the hill; for he
had heard what had been achieved by the Sabin
who were allies of the Romans at the wall of Petra
not long before, and he sought by following out the
method discovered by them to reap the advantage
of their experience. And they carried out his
orders, constructing immediately a large number of
rams, such as I have said were recently made for
the Romans by the Sabiri. Next he sent the
Dolomites, as they are called, to the precipitous
parts of the city, directing them to harass the enemy
there with all thewr strength These Dolomites
are barbarians who live indeed 1n the middle of Persia,
but have never become subject to the king of
the Persians For their abode 1s on sheer mountain-
sides which are altogether 1naccessible, and so they
have continued to be autonomous from ancient times
down to the present day, but they always march
with the Peisians as mercenaiies when they go
agamst therr enemies. And they are all foot-
soldiers, each man cairying a sword and shield and
three javelins 1 lis hand But they shew extra-
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ordinary nimbleness i 1unning over cliffs and peaks
of mountams, just as on a level plam. For this
reason Mermeroes assigned them to attach the wall
there, while he with the rest of the army went
agamst the lower gate, bungmng up the rams and
the elephants So then the Persians and Sabin
together, by shooting rapidly at the wall so that
they filled the an 10und about 1t with thew arrows,
came not far from compelling the Romans there to
abandon the parapet. And the Dolomites, hurlng
m their javelins from the crags outside the circuit-
wall, were mflicting still more harm upon the
Romans facing them. On every side, indeed, the
situation of the Romans had become bad and full
of danger, for they were mn an extremely evil
plight.

At that pomt Odonachus and Babas, either as
making a display of valour or wishing to test the
soldiers, or 1t may even be that some divine influence
moved them, left only a few of the soldiers where
they were, directing them to ward off the assalants
of the wall from the parapet, and meanwhile called
together the greater part of them and made a short
exhortation, speaking as follows ¢ Fellow-soldieis,
you percerve the danger which 1s upon us and the
necessity in which we are involved But it 1s m-
cumbent upon us not to yield n the least to these
evils  For those who come into a situation where
safety 1s despawred of could be saved only by not
comrting safety; for a fondness for life 15 wont n
most cases to be followed by destruction  And jou
will be obliged to consider this fact also n our

! dudvaafu Ko épdvecfor L
195



17

18

19

20

23

24

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

éx TGV eruhfemv THvde a,u.vvopevozc; 'rovc 7‘0>L€-
/uwvr;I OUI\'.' év Be/S’al,w 'ra, 77;9 coTnpias Hulv
keloetar, Jw xal T wywyz,av s rpoﬂv,uo'ra’ra
&everylcw,usv. paxn vap éx SiecTnKéTOY fuvw'm—
}Lel’?] avSpan/aGLé’eaﬁm otdevl Ev«yxcz)psb, a)»?\. ée
'ro an 'rvxqq 2 &s Ta oG repzw'ra'rat /cpa'ros*.
r/v pévror 5 Ev,u.,?o?u; Eva"’a3ov ryevmat, Td Te
Tiis wpa@vm’aq €K 'TOU éml mhelaToy x,oa.w)cret ral
HETA Tis auEpms‘ 7 vucr; mena'ez. aveu Se ToU-
TV evn/zepqo’av'req pév év Th fv,u,BoMy of amd 'rov
wepcﬁo?\ov ,uaxo,uevm ovaev av T TS ez;npep:.a?
dmévaivro ,uefya, émel év pév TH mapavica Tobs
wokeuiovs adlow amedrdac Evp,Bawec, és 0¢ Tov
torepalay 6 rivbuvos adbis év arpf yiverar, xai
kaTa piepov 8¢ a'qﬁahe'm'es' aim'oi's‘, s 7o elrbs,
o-vv&acjsﬁenpowm Tols oxva,uacrw. éx 'Xezpbq
8¢ Tols évavriovs veviknuoTes év 'rco acdaret T
o-w'm;pzav To kom-ov eEouo-w. by ev@u,u,nﬁ’ev'req
tm[.LGII éml Tovs ro)xe;uous‘ mpobuuig Tf mwday,
v dvwley e'ﬂmouptav ewaryafyéfbevot, eue)wnﬁes*
Te TH TpooweTolan Tavdy dmwoyrdoeL yeryernuévot.
TOUS ry&p énmida orm'rr]po'a,q Twos év cplow adrols
ou@a,un éyovras 7o Oetov del Stacdlecbal pdhioTa
elwbe.”

Tocaira OSovaxos‘ TE /cal, BaBas‘ Tapare-
Nevaduevor Tds Te TUNAS avemryov kal To a'-rpé-
Tevpa Spdue efq'yoy, S\iyov aqro)»e?\et;mevwv
évratifd Twwy eE altias 'rotaa&. TéV TS Aa{wv
4 m-po'repat.a, Abyeuos ,u,ev wv év 'rovm) TS eﬁuez,
év Apxato'frékea 8¢ w/cn/.cevos', evrpzwae 'n'pos'
Meppepomy émi 7 watpide mwpodooias mépe. o 8é

1 7ods muheulvws Haury - rols woreulos MSS

196



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xiv 16-24

present stress, that by simply warding off the enemy
from this parapet your safety will by no means be
firmly established, even though we cany forward
the struggle w ith the gleatebt zeal For a hattle
which 1s waged between armies standing apait gives
no one opportunity to shew himself a brave man,
but the 1ssue as a general thing 1s determined by
chance If, however, the conflict becomes a hand-
to-hand struggle, enthusiasm will 1 most cases pre-
vail, and victory will appear where valour ies And
apart from this, even m the case of success in the
conflict, men fighting fiom the wall would reap no
great benefit from this success, because, while they
have for the moment succeeded mn repulsing the
enemy, the danger will agamn be acute on the
moriow, and, on the other hand, if they fail even
by a little, they are naturally destroyed along with
thewr defences. But once having conquered their
opponents in hand-to-hand combat they will there-
after have theiwr safety assured Let us then with
these thoughts in mind advance against the enemy
with all zeal, calling to our aid the assistance from
above, and with our hopes raised high by that
desperate situation which has now fallen to us
For God 1s ever wont to save those men above all
others who find no hope of safety in themselves”

After Odonachus and Babas had thus encouraged
the soldieis, they opened the gates and led the
army foith on the run, leaving a few men behind
for the following reason. One of the Laz, who
was a man of note in this nation, an inhabitant of
Archaeopolis, had on the previous day negotiated
with Mermeroes for the betiayal of his native land

2 rixns Maltretus  Juxis MSS
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xn. 24-30

Now Mermeroes had sent word to him to render
the Persians only this service, that, whenever they
began the assault on the wall, he should secietly
set fire to the buildings where the gramn and the
rest of the provisions were stored And he directed
him to do this, reasoming that ome of two things
would happen, either that the Romans bemg con-
cerned about this fire and devoting thewr attention
to it would give his men opportunity to scale the
circuit-wall unmolested, or that in their eager-
ness to repulse the Persians storming the wall they
would pay no attention to these buildings; and if
in this way the gramn and other provisions were
burned, he would with no difficulty capture
Archaeopolis m a short time. With such purpose
did Mermeroes give these instructions to this Laz;
and he, for his part, agreed to carry out the order
when he saw the storming of the wall at its height,
by setting fire as secretly as possible to these build-
mgs. And when the Romaus saw the flames rising
suddenly, some few of them went to the rescue
and with great difficulty quenched the fire, which
had done a certain amount of damage, but all the
rest, as stated, went forth agamnst the enemy.
This force, by falling upon them suddenly and
terrifying them by the unexpectedness of their attack,
slew many, for the Persians offered no resistance;
mdeed they did not even dare raise 2 hand against
them. This was because the Persians, having no
expectation that their enemy, who were few in
number, would make a sally against them, had taken
up positions apart from one another with a view to

5 fyika K fpika yoiv L
6 13n K €ide L 7 évdyas K. évfige L.
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xiv. 30-36

stornng the wall and so were not in battle array.
And those who wete camying the 1ams upon therr
shoulders were quite naturally both unarmed and
unpirepared for battle, while the others, with only
strung bows in their hands, were entirely unable to
waid off an enemy piessing upon them mn close
array. Thus the Romans, slashing and turning
from side to side, kept destroying them At that
moment also 1t so happened that one of the
elephants, because he was wounded, some say, o
sumply because he became excited, wheeled round
out of control and ieared up, thus throwing his
riders and breaking up the lines of the others. As
aresult of this the baibarians began to retreat,
while the Romans continued without fear to destroy
those who from time to time fell in thewr way  And
one might wonder at this pont that the Romans,
though knowing well by what means they ought to
1epel a hostile attack by elephants, did none of the
necessary things, being obviously confused by the
situation, and yet this 1esult was achieved without
effort on their part And what this 1s I shall now
make clear

When Chosroes and the Medic army were storm-
g the foitifications of Edessa, one of the elephants,
mounted by a great number of the most warlike
men among the Peisians, came close to the cucut-
wall and made 1t seem that in a shoit space he
would oveipower the men defending the tower at
that pomnt, seeing they were exposed to nussiles
falling thickly from above, and would thus take the
aty  For 1t seemed that this was,n fact, an engine
for the captuie of cities  The Romans, however, by

* aiphoe Hoeschel aipfoer MSS,
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xiv. 36-43

suspending a pig from the tower escaped this penl.
For as the pig was hanging there, he very naturally
gave vent to sundiy squeals, and this angered the
elephant so that he got out of control and, stepping
back Iittle by little, moved off to the rear. Such
was the outcome of that situation But in the
present case the omssion due to the thoughtlessness
of the Romans was made good by chance. But now
that I have mentioned Edessa, I shall not be silent
as to the portent which appeared there before this
present war When Chosioes was about to break
the so-called endless peace, a certain woman in the
city gave birth to an mfant which in other respects
was a normally formed human being, but had two
heads. And the meaning of this was made clear by
the events which followed, for both Edessa and
practically the whole East and the greater pait of
the Roman empire to the north came to be fought
for by two sovereigns Thus did these things happen.
But I shall return to the pont from which I strayed.

When confusion thus fell upon the Medic army,
those stationed in the rear, seemng the confusion of
those before them, but having no real knowledge
of what had happened, became panic-stiicken and
turned to retieat in great disorder And the
Dolomites also experienced a like panic (for they
were fighting from the higher positions and could
see everything which transpired), and they too began
to flee m a disgraceful manner, so that the rout
became decisive. Four thousand of the barbarians
fell there, among whom, as 1t happened, were three

3 wpds Boppav dvepoy Haury : wpds MSS
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xiv. 4349

of the commanders, and the Romans captured four
of the Peisian standards, which they immediately
sent to Byzantium for the emperor. They say,
moreover, that not less than twenty thousand of
then hoises perished. not fiom wounds infheted by
therr enemy’s nussiles or swords, but beecause mn
travelling a great distance thev had become utteily
exhausted and then had found ne sutficiency of
fodder smce the time they had come mto Lazica;
and so, they say, under the stress of both staivation
and weakness they succumbed

Having thus failed m this attempt, Mermeroes
withdrew with lus whole army to Mocheresis; for,
even though they had failled of getting Archaeopolss,
the Persians still Leld the mastery of the greater
part of the rest of Lazica, Now Mocheresis 1s one
day’s journey distant from Aichaeopolis, a distrct
which mecludes many populous villages  And this 1s
really the best land n Colehis, for both wime and
the other good things are produced there, though
the rest ot Lazica, to be sure, 1s not of such a sort
Along by tlus district flows a 111e1 called Rheon, and
on it the Colchians 1 ancient times built a fortress,
but 1 later times they themselves 1azed the greater
part of 1t to the ground, because, lving as1it did n a
very flat plamn, 1t seemed to them easy of access In
those times the fortress was named Cotiaion mn the
Gieek language, but now the Laz call it Cotais}t
having corrupted the true sound of the name
because of their ignorance of the langnage Such s
the account given by Arman.? But otheis say that
the place was a city 1n ancient times and was called

! Probably Cytaea, modern Cutais
2 This statement 1s not found 1n the extant works of Ai11an
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL siv 49-xv 1

Coetaeon; and that Aeetes was born there, and as a
result of this the poets both called lim a Coetaean
and apphed the same name to the land of Colchis.

This place Mermeroes was now eager to rebuild,
but, since he had no equpment for the task, and
because at the same time the winter was already
setting 1n, he replaced with wood as quickly as
possible such parts of the fortiess as had fallen down
and remained there. But very close to Cotais 1s an
exceedingly strong fortress, Utlumereos by name, n
this the Laz1 were maintaining strict guard And a
small number of Roman soldiers also were sharing
with them the defence of the fortress. So Mer-
meroes settled there with lus whole army, holding
the fairest part of the land of Colchis, and preventing
his opponents from carrying any provisions mto the
fortress of Uthimereos, or from going nto the
district of Snama and Scymma, as 1t s called,
though this was subject to them For when an
enemy 1s 1n Mocheresis, the road into this region 1s
thereby cut off for both Lazi and Romans Thus
wete the armies engaged mn Laziea

XV

In Byzantium, meanwhile, Chosroes’ envoy Isdi-
gousnas, 1n confernng with the Emperor Justiman
regarding the peace, wasted a vast amount of time

2 gyokedouficacbar Haury oixodouficacbar MBS
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII . 2-9

And 1t was only after long-continued debates that
they finally 1eached an agreement that for five years
the truce should be observed mn the realms of both
sovereigns, wlile emvoys passed back and foith from
each countiy to the other, fearlessly cairiing on
negotiations fur peace duting this perod until ther
should settle the pomts of drsagieement regarding
both Lazica and the Satacens It was turther agreed
that the Persians recenve from the Romuns for this
five-year truce twenty centenaiial of gold, and for
eighteen months which had elapsed between the
expiration of the former tince and the time when
they had commenced negotiations with each other
in the present case, six centenaria more  For the
Peismans declared that only on this understanding
had they peimitted negotitions for the treaiy to
proceed. lsdigousnas further demanded that Le
should recerve these twenty centenana on the spot,
but the emperor wished to give fow each year, hus
purpose, of course, being that he might have surety
that Chosroes would not violate the agreement,
Later, however, the Romans gave the Persians out-
right the entire amount of gold agieed upon, m
oider not to appear to be paying them tubute each
year For 1tisthe disgraceful name, and not the fact,
which men are wont as a general thimg to be
ashamed of

Now there was a ceitain man among the Persians
named Bersabus, a person of especial note and a
very close friend of King Chosroes Valenan had
once happened upon this man in a battle 1n Aimena,
and he took him prisoner and 1mmediately sent him

* See Book III. v1 2, note.
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to the emperor at Byzantium And a long time
passed while he was being kept under guard there.
Now Chosrues was willing to advance a great amount
of money for him, m order that he might see
Bersabus returned to the lund of Peisia  But on
the present occasion the Empero: Justiman 1eleased
the man at the request of Isdigousnas; tor tlus
ambassador promised the emperor to persuade
Chosroes to remove the Persian army fiom Lazica.
Thus this armistice was arranged by the Romans
and Persians in the tweuty-fifth year of the reign of
the Emperor Justiman. Now the majoiity of the
Romans were thoroughly displeased with this treaty ;
but whether the reproach they made was in some
measuie justified or as unreasonable as the complaints
of subjects commonly are, I am unable to say

These objectors kept saying that this peace had
been made while Lazica was most firmly m the
power of the Persians, whose purpose was that for
five years no one might molest them, but that dming
this tume they might be able without fear or hard-
ship to occupy all the faest paits of the land of
Colchis; and the Romans thereafter would be
utterly unable to dislodge them from theie mn all
time, but thencefoith Byzantium itself would be
easily accessible to the Peisians fiom that pomnt
Such was the general view, and the people weie
consequently vexed and rntated and utteily pessi-
mistic They were also moved by the fact that the
very thing which the Persians had been stiving for
from ancient times, but which had seemed impossible
of achievement either by war o1 by any other

4 gparfoey W npareiv KL,
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means,—that 1s o say, having the Romans subject
to the payment of tribute to them—this had been
most fiimly achieved at the piesent juncture n the
name of an armustice For Chosroes, by mmposing
upon the Romans an annual tribute of four cente-
naiia, the very thing he had clearly been bent upon
having fiom the first, has up to the present time
a space of eleven years and six months speciously
gathered n forty-six centenaria on the pretext of
the aimistice, gning to the tribute the name of
treaty, although mn the meantime he has, as stated,
been carrying on a campaign of violence and war
Laziea  From this plight the Romans had not the
least hope of rescuing themselves in the future. but
they percerved that they had in no hidden sense
become tributaiy to the Persians. Thus were these
things done

But Isdigousnas, in possession of money such as
no envoy ever carried and having become, I suppose,
the wealthiest of all the Peisians, departed on the
homeward way, for the Empeior Justimian had
honoured him m a signal manner and presented
him with huge sums of money before his dismissal
And this man, unlike all other ambassadors, did not
have the experience of being under guard in any
sense, but both he himself and all who followed
him—and they were an exceedingly numerous
company—enjoyed complete freedom for a long
period of time in meeting and associating with
whom they wished, walking about 1n every part
of the city, buying and selling whatever they

L Gremipder e LW rerfunner K
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pleased. and car1ying on all manner of transactions
and devoting themselves with complete unconcern
to the business connected therewith, just as they
would 1n a caty of therr own, with not a Roman
following or accompanying them at all or deigning
to watch them, as 1s customary.

At this time an event occmired which has never
happened before. as far at least as we know. For
though the season of the yeai was late autumn,
there was a very remarkable period of drought and
hot weather as in the muddle of summer, so that
a great quantity of roses actually came out, as if
it were spung. differing m no way at all from
ordmary 10ses  And practically all the trees brought
forth new fruit agamn. while the, clusters hikewise
appeated on the vines, although the vintage had
already been gathered not many days before. From
these things those that are clever in such matters
drew sundr\ conclusions, saying that some great
and unexpected thing would take place, some that
it would be good and others the opposite  But
I for my palt think that this was the result of
a soit of comeidence. the usual south winds having
prevailed fo1 a very long peilod, and great heat
having consequently come upon the land beyond
what 1s customary and not in keeping with the
season But 1if 1t really does, as they say, indicate
that some unexpected event will happen, we shall
know most certainly from the future outcome
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XVI

Wuire these negotiations were taking place in
Byzantium between the Romans and Peisians re-
garding the treaty, meantime the following took
place in Lazica, Gubazes, the king of the Laz,
was well disposed toward the Romans, for he
perceived that Chosioes, as I have stated in the
previous narrative,! was plotting his death  But
the most of the other Lazi, bemng subjected to
outrageous treatment at the hands of the Roman
soldiers, and being paiticularly angry with the
commanders of the army, began to favour the Medes
as a general ilung, not because they preferred the
cause of the Peisians, but because they wished to be
rid of the Roman rule and preferred those diffi-
culties which were not for the moment present
Now there was a man of no mean station among
the Lazi, Theophobius by name, who conferred very
secretly with Mermeioces and promused to put the
fortress of Uthimereos into his hands And he
filled the man with great hopes and urged him to
accomplish this, declanng that as a result of this
deed he would not only be a iery close friend of
Kimng Chosroes, but would also be inscribed by the
Persians as a benefactor for all time, and conse-
quently would become great mn renown and 1n
wealth and power. Theophobus was elated by
these promises and kept working still more eagerly
for the accomplishment of his purpose.

Now there was at that time no free movement
of the Romans and Lazi, but, while the Persians
were going about everywhere in that country with

1 Book II, xxix 2,
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complete liberty, some of the Romans and Laz1 were
hiding by the Phasis River, while others had seized
Archaeopolis or some other one of the strongholds
therte and were concealing themselves therem.
Meanwhile Gubazes hmmself, the king of the Laz,
was remammng quietly at the summt of the
mountains Consequently Theophobius was able with
no difficulty to make good hus promise to Meimeroes
For he went imnside the fortress and stated to the
Lazi and Romans who were keeping guard theie
that the whole Roman aimy had perished, that the
cause of King Gubazes and of all the Laz about him
had been utteily lost, and that all Colelhis was held
by the Persians, and there was not one single hope
for the Romans or Gubazes ever to win back the
rule of the land. For formerly, he ponted out.
Mermeroes had accomphlished this alone, bringing
with him more than seventy thousand fighting men
of the Persians and vast numbers of barbarian
Sabirt, but now, he said, King Chosioes himself had
actually come there with an unnumbeied host and
suddenly jomed forces with them, and henceforth
not even the whole land of the Colcluans would
suffice for this army. With these high-flown words
Theophobius reduced the guards theie to a state of
terror and helplessness And they besought him
with entreaties i the name of thewr ancestral god
to use all hus power to turn the present situation
to their advantage He then promised them that he
would bring from Chosroes pledges for their safety,
on condition that they suriender the fortress to the
Persians

3 kal ¥s adrots L xal adrds K
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The men were dehghted with these terms and
he immediately depaited from the place, and coming
again before Mermeroes explained everything Then
Mermeioes selected the most notable men of the
Persians and sent them with him to Uthmueieos, for
the purpose of ananging pledges both for the money
and tor the hves of the guards of the place and
so taking possession of that foitress Thus did the
Persians gamn the fortress of Uthimereos and thereby
secured the mastery of Lazica most firmly  But not
only did the Persians bung this land of Laziea
under thewr sway, but also Seymma and Suania, and
m tlis way the whole ternitory fiom Mocheresis as
far as Iberia became maccessible to the Romans and
the king of the Lazi  And neither the Romans
nor the Laz were able to ward off the enemy, for
they did not even daie {0 descend from the mountains
or their strongholds, nor to make anv advances aganst
the enemy

Mermeroes, as the winter season eame on, built
a wooden wall at Cotais and established theie a
guard of warlike Persians no less than three thousand
strong, and he also left a sufficient force of men
Uthimeieos  And he also built up the othe: fortiess
of the Lazm wlich they call Saiapams. situated at
the very hmit of the temntory of Lazica, and
temained there  But later, upon learnmg that the
Romans and Laz were gathenng and making camp
at the mouth of the Phasis River , he moy ed : agamst
them with his whole army  When Gubazes and the
commandeis of the Roman army learned this, re-
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fusing to withstand the enemy’s attack they dispersed
and saved themselves as each found 1t possible As
foo Gubazes, he ran up to the summut of the
mountains and there proceeded to pass the winter
along with his children and his wife and those
particularly intimate with him, putting up with the
rigours of winter because of the hopelessness of his
present evil situation, but confident of the future
because of his hope in Byzantum, and 1n this way
finding consolation for the foitune then present, as
men are wont to do, and locking for a better day.
And the rest of the Laz hkewise, ashamed to be
outdone by King Gubazes, were passing the winter
as well as he among the crags, fearing mdeed no
difficulty fiom the enemy there, for these mountains
areat all times 1mpracticable and wholly maccessible
for an attacking force, and particularly duting the
winter, but forced to endure mortal suffering through
hunger, cold, and the other hardships.

Meanwhile Mermeroes at his leiswie built many
houses in the villages thioughout Mocheresis and
established stoies of supplies everywhere among
these places, then by sending some of the deserters
to the heights of the mountains and offering pledges
he succeeded in winmng over many, these were
natwially m want of provisions, and he supplied
them 1 geneious measure and cared for them as his
own, indeed he carued on the whole administration
with an air of complete security, as having become
loid of the land  And he wrote the following letter
to Gubazes ¢ Two thingstheie are which harmomze
the lives of men, power and wisdom  For some,
who, by reason of their power, aie superior to their

1 Jieadbnoay K Sieadforro L
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neighbours, both hive themselves according to their
own desires and also never fail to lead where they
wish those less powerful than themselves, while
others, though enslaved to the stronger thiough
thewr weakness, can still remedy then mmpotence
by discretion, and by courting the poweitul with
flattery are still able to live with therr own pos-
sessions, enjoying by means of therr conaltmy
attitude everything of which they aie depinved by
thewr weakness And this does not hold only for
some of the nations of men, while 1t 1s otherwise
in other nations, but one might say that this 1s
mplanted 1 human experience unversally m every
part of the inhalnted world like any other natural
charactersstic Do you,aceordingly, my dear Gubazes,
if you think you are going to overcome the Persians
n the war, neither hesitate not let anything stand
m your way. For you will find us mn any paurt of
Lazica you may choose 1eady to meet your attach
and prepared 1n battle-array to fight for tlus land
with all om might, so that mn waging a decisive
struggle you will have the opportunity to display
your valour against us  If, however, even you youi-
self realize that you are unable to aray youiself
against the mught of the Persians, then do you,
good Su, take the second alternatne and * know
thyself,” and bow down before your master Chosioes
as king and victor and lord And beg that he be
merarful to you in Spite of your acts, m order that
you may be able hencefoith to escape the evils
which harass you  For I personally pronmse that
King Chosroes will be mereiful to you and will give

% ¢l pévror &dvvaros By K &s pty yip dduraros €l L
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. HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xvi. 2g-xvi. 1

pledges, furmshing you as hostages sons of the
notable rulers m Persia, that you will have your
safety and your kingdom and evervthing else in
security for all time. But if neither of these things
meets your wish, do you at least go off to some other
land and thus grant to the Lazi, who have been
1educed to wretchedness thiough your folly, recovery
at length and respite from the difficulties which
press upon them, and do not wish to inflict upon
them this hngeing destiuction. being carried on by
a deceptive hope, by which I mean assistance from
the Romans  For they will never be able to defend
you, just as they have not been able up to the
present day.” Thus wrote Mermerces. But even
so he did not persuade Gubazes, who remained among
the summits of the mountamns, awaiting the assist-
ance to come from the Romans and, by reason of his
hostility to Chosroes, absolutely unwilling to incline
to despar of the Romans For men as a general
thing adapt their decisions to the dictates of their
desire, and while, on the one hand, they inchne
toward the argument which pleases them and
espouse all 1ts consequences, not insestigating to
see whether 1t may be false, they, on the other
hand, are outraged by the one which annoys them
and they distiust 1t, never seaiching out to see
whether 1t may not be true

XVII

1 At about this time certain monks, coming from
India and learming that the REmperor Justiman

1 Cf. Gibbon, Decline und Fuall of the Rowman Engpre,
chap xl
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII svn 17

entertained the desirc that the Rumans should no
longer puirchase their silk from the Peisans, came
before the emperor and piomised so to settle the
silk question that the Romans would no longer
purchase this aificle from theu enemies, the Peisians,
nor ndeed fiom any other nation, for they had,
they said, spent a long tume m the country situated
north of the numerous nations of India—a country
called Seninda—and there they had learned accurately
by what means 1t was possible for silk to be pro-
duced m the land of the Romans Whereupon the
emperor made very dihigent enquies and acked
them many questions to see whether their state-
ments were tiue, and the monks evplamed to him
that cettain worms are the manufacturers of silk,
natuie bemng then teacher and compelling them to
work continually  And while 1t was impossible to
convey the worms thither? alive, 1t was still practi-
cable and altogethe: easy to convey their offspring
Now the offspring of these worms, they said, con-
sisted of imnumerable eggs fiom each one And
men bury these eggs, long after the time when they
are produced, 1n dung, and, after thus heating them
tor a sufficient time, they bung forth the living
creatures  After they had thus spoken, the emperor
promised to 1eward them with laige gitts and urged
them to confirm theiwr account in action They then
once more went to Seinda and brought back the
eggs to Byzantium, and in the manner described
caused them to be transformed into worms, which
they fed on the leaves of the mulbeny, and thus

1 To Byzantium

5 Gwep Hoeschel damep MSS
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xvii 7-14

they made possible from that time forth the pro-
duction of silk 1n the land of the Romans?® At that
time then matters stood thus between the Romans
and the Persians, both as touching the war and mn
regard to silk

After the winter season Isdigousnas arrived at the
court of Chosroes with the money and announced
the terms agreed upon by them And Chosroes,
upon receiving the money, confirmed the arnustice
without any hesitation, but he was utterly unwilling
to relinquish Lazica. In fact he actually used this
money to purchase the alliance of a vast horde of the
Sabirn Huns, and he sent them mnmediately with
some Peisians to Mermetoes, whom he directed to
pursue his tash with all the power at his disposal,
and he sent hum, furthermore, a laige number of
elephants

Mermeroes, accordingly, accompamed by the
whole army of Persians and Huns, departed from
Mocheresis and moved against the strongholds of
the Laz, taking the elephants with him  The
Romans, howeve1, offered no resistance whatever,
but under the leadership of Martinus they made
themselves as secure as possible in a natmally strong
position near the mouth ot the Phasis River and
there 1emaned quiet And Gubazes, the king of
the Lazi, was also with them  But this Medic army,
because of a certamn chance which befell it, did no
harm to anyone either of the Romans or of the Lazi.
For 1n the first place Mermeroes, learmng that the
sister of Gubazes was 1n a certain fortress, led his
army agamnst this with the intention of capturnng 1t

! Silk has been manufactured in Asia Minor, notably
at Broussa (Prusa), up to the present day
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xuv 14~21

at all hazards But because the guards of that
place offered a most valant iesistance and also
because the naturally strong position gave them
matenal assistance, the barbaiians were repulsed
from the town without accomplishing their puipose
and withdrew; whereupon they hastily dunected
therr course aganst the Abasgi’ But the Romans
Leeping guard in Tzibile seized the pass, which was
very narrow and precipitous, as I have stated
previously,! and quite mmpossible to force, and thus
they blocked therr way Consequently \Iermest,
having no means of disludgmg his Opponents by
foice, Ted Ius army back and stranrhtmn moved on
Archaeopohs with the purpose of besmﬂ‘m" it.  But,
upon mahing trial of the cirewit-wall, he met with no
success and consequently turned back again. But
the Romans followed up the 1etieating enemy and
1 a dangerous pass began to slay many of them,
among those who fell being, as 1t chanced, the com-
mander of the Sabin  And a fierce battle tahing
place over the corpse, the Persians finally, at dusk,
forced back their opponents and 1outed them, after
which they retned to Cotais and Mocheiesis, Such
then were the fortunes of the Romans and the
Persians

In Libya, on the other hand, affairs had taken an
altogether favomable turn for the Romans. Fo1 1t
so fell out that John, whom the Emperor Justinian
had apponted General there, met with a number of
ineredible pieces of good foitune, since after secur-
mng the allegiance of one of the Moorish rulers,
Cutzinas by name, he first defeated the others in
battle, and not long afterwards reduced to subjection

! Chap. x 1, above
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xvii. 21~xviii. 6

Antalas and Iaudas, who held the sovereignty over
the Moors of Byzacium and Numidia, and they
joined lis train 1o the position of slaves. And asa
result of this the Romans had for the time no enemy
m Libya at any rate  But by reason of the previous
wars and insurrections the land remamed for the
most part destitute of human habitation

XV

Waire these events weie taking place as deseribed,
meanwhile the following transpired in Europe. The
Gepaedes had m the first place, as I have stated in
the previnus narrative,! confirmed a treaty with their
enemies the Lombards. But being utterly unable t&
compose therr differences with them, they decided
not much later that they must make war So the
Gepaedes and the Lombaids advanced 1n full force
agamnst each other, both being fully prepared for the
war And the commanders were, on the side of the
Gepaedes, Thonsin, and on that of the Lombards,
Auduin, each of them being followed by many
myriads of men. Now they had already come close
to one another, but the two armies could not yet see
each other But that fright which 1s called panic
suddenly fell upon both armies and cairied the men
all backward 1 a flight which had no real cause, only
the commanders bemng left where they were with a
small number of men And though they strove to
draw their men back and check the retreat, they
could accomplish nothing either by the use of abject
entreaty or by fearful threats

1 Book VII xxxiv 45
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So Auduin became thoroughly frightened at seeing
the men taking to their heels mn this disorderly
manner (for he did not know that the enemy had
shaied the same fate), and straightway sent some of
his followets on an embassy to his opponents to beg for
peace  But these men, when they came to Thonsin,
the commander of the Gepaedes, and observed what
was taking place and undeistood fiom therr own
experience what had befallen their enemies, en-
quired of Thorisin, when they came 1nto his presence,
where in the world the host of his subjects was,
And he, for hus part, without making any denial of
what had happened, said, « They are fleeing, though
no man pursues.” Thereupon the envoys said to
him 1 reply “This 1s the very thing which has
happened to the Lombards also For seeing that
vou speak the truth, O kg, we shall conceal
nothing on our side Accordingly, smce 1t 1s not
at all the will of God that these nations should
utterly perish, and since for this 1eason He dissolved
the battle lines, smuting both armies with a saving
fear, come now, let us too yield to the will of God
by putting an end to the war.” ¢ Very well, let 1t
be so,” said Thorisin  Thus they made a two years’
truce, to the end that by mamtaining diplomatic
relations and keeping constantly in communication
with one another 1n the interval, they might make a
thorough settlement of all their differences So at
that time they each withdrew with this under-
standing

But finding themselves unable during this truce to
come to such terms with each other as to reach a

2 pelyovawy K wepevyaow L
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settlement of the disputed poiuts, they were once
more on the pomnt of resorting to waifare. But the
Gepaedes, fearing the Roman power {for 1t was
expected that the Romans would array themselves
with the Lombards), were purposing to mvite some
of the Huns to an offensive and defensiie alhance
They sent, accordingly, to the 1ulers of the Catrigurs,
who live on the western side of the Maeotie Lake,
and begged that they assist them in carrying on
the war aganst the Lombards And these Huns
straightway sent them twelve thousand men, under
dlﬁ'exent commcmden, among whom was Chumalon,
an especially capable warrior. But the thaedes
were for the moment embarrassed by the presence
of these barbarians, since the time had not yet
arrived when a battle could be fought, for the truce
still had a year to run, and so they persuaded them
to oveirun the emperor’s land in the interval thus
turning thew embarrassment to thewr piofit by
delivering this attack on the Romans. Bat since the
Romans were guarding carefully the crossing of the
Ister River both m Illyricum and in the land of
Thiace, they themselves fernied these Huns across
the Ister at the point wheie thewr own termtory
touched the river and tuined them loose in the
Roman domain

And they had indeed plundered practically the
whole countiy there, when the Emperor Justinian hit
upon the following plan Sending to the rulers of
the Utigur Huns, who live on the eastern side of the
Maeotic Lake, he 1eproached them and bianded as
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unjust their mactivity with regard to the Cutrigurs,
if indeed one ought to consider the act of watching
without protest the destruction of one’s filends as
the height of injustice. ¢ For the Cutngurs,” he
said, *paying no heed to therr neighbours, the
Ctigurs, and that too though they receive great
sums of money every year from Bvzantium, are
unwilhing 1 any degree to cease from their injustice
toward the Romans, but they are every day raiding
and plundering them for no good reason .ind
though the Utigurs themselves gain no poition of
this plunder nor share in the booty with the
Cutrigurs, they are not taking the side of the
Romans who are being wronged, though they have
been on terms of close friendship with them from
ancient times” Thus the Emperor Justiman, by
sending this message to the Utigurs, and not only
making a gift of money to them but also reminding
them of all the gifts they had previously received
from him on many occasions, persuaded them
immediately to make an attack upon those of the
Cutrigurs who had been left behind

So they first drew into alhance with them two
thousand of the Goths called Tetraxitae, who are
their neighbours, and then crossed the Tanais River
mn full force. And they weie commanded by Sandil,
a man of the greatest cleverness and experienced 1n
many wars, and one, moreovel, well endowed with
prowess and foirtitude. So after they had made the
crossing of the rivel, they engaged with a large
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number of the Cutrigurs who disputed thewr advance
And since this force offered a most vigorous resistance
to their assailants, the battle continued for a very
long time, but finally the Utigurs routed thew
opponents and slew many And only a small number
of them, by fleeing wherever each man found 1t
possible, saved themselves, Then their enemy made
slaves of their women and chuldren and so departed
on then homeward way

XIX

WhiLe these barbarians were fighting 1t out with
each other in the manner described, and when the
struggle was now at the most violent pomnt, 1t so
fell out that great good fortune came to the Romans,
For all those Romans who chanced to be among the
Cutriguis in the status of slaves, amounting, as they
say, to many tens of thousands, duiing this struggle
departed hastily fiom there without being detected,
and, since no one followed them up, they reached
their native land, thus profiting by another nation’s
victory at the time of then sorest need The
Emperor Justiman now sent to Chinialon and the
other Huns the general Aratius, bidding him an-
nounce to them what had befallen in their own land
and, by offering them money, persnade them to
depait with all possible speed from the territory of
the Romans So these Huns, upon learning the
imoad of the Utigurs and receiving at the same time
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a large sum of money from Aratius, made an agree-
ment that they would commt no further bloodshed
nor enslave any one of the Romans nor do any other
harm, but would make therr withdrawal, treating
the people on the way as friends And tlus also
was agreed upon, that if, on the one hand, these
barbamans should be able to return and settle m
therr own country, they would both remamn there
and hold fast for the future their allegiance to the
Romans; but if, on the other hand. it should be
mpossible for them to remamn 1n that land, they
were to return once more to Roman terrtory, and
the emperor would confer upon them some district
in Thrace, to the end that they should establish
then homes there and be for ever at peace with the
Romans while they assisted in guarding the land
carefully agamst all barbarians

By this time two thousand of the Huns who had
been defeated in the battle and escaped the Utigurs
had entered the Roman empire, bringing their wives
and children; and among their several leaders was
Sinnion, who long before! had marched with Bel-
sarius against Gehmer and the Vandals, and they
now made themselves supphants of the Emperor
Justiman He recenved them with all kindness and
bade them settle on Thracian soil. But when Sandil,
the king of the Utigurs, learned this, he was exas-
perated and filled with anger, seeing that, while he
himself, by way of pumshing the Cutiigurs who weze
his kinsmen for the wrong they had done the Romans,
had dniven them from their ancestral abode, they for
their part had been received by the emperor, had
settled in the land of the Romans, and were going to

1 Cf Book III x1 12
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live much more comfoitably; he accordingly sent
envoys to the emperor to remonstiate at what had
been done, not putting any letter into their hands (for
the Huns are absolutely unacquainted with writing
and unskilled m 1t up to the present time, and they
neither have any writing-master nor do the children
among them toil over thewr letters at all as they
grow up), but mstiucting them rather to deliver by
word of mouth in the barbarian fashion everything
which he enjomned upon them

So when these envoys came into the presence of
the Emperor Justiman, they stated that thenr king
Sandil spoke thiough them as by a letter as follows
“I know a certain proverb which I have heard fiom
my boyhood, and 1if I have not forgotten 1t, the
proveib 1uns somewhat as follows That wild beast,
the wolf, might, they say, possibly not be unable
actually to change 1n some degiee the colour of his
fui, but his character he doth not tiansform, natme
not pernutting Inm to change thus This proveib,”
says Sandil, “have I heard fiom my elders, who thus
hinted at the ways of men by means of a dark saying *
And I know something also which I have leained from
expenence, one of those things which 1t would be
natuwial that a rough barbarian should learn- the
shepherds take dogs when they aie still sucklng
and rear them with no lack of care in the house,
and the dog 1s an animal grateful to those who feed
1t and most mindful of kindness Now this 1s obvi-
ously done by the shepheids with this puipose, that

! Laterally ¢‘a slanting, or indirect, statement ”
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when the wolves attack the flock at any time, the
dogs may check their attacks, standing over the
sheep as guardians and saviours And I think this
takes place throughout the whole world. For no
man 1n the world has at any time seen dogs attack-
ing a flock no1 wolves defending 1t, but nature as a
law-maker has established this as a kind of ordinance,
as 1t were, for dogs and sheep and wolves And I
think that even in your empiie, where practically
everything 1s found in abundance, including doubt-
less even 1mpossible things, there 1s not the shghtest
variation from this rule  Otherwise make a demon-
stration to my envoys 1n o1der that on the threshhold
of old age we may actually learn something
new to our expeiience But if these things are
by nature everywhere fixed, 1t 1s not, I think, a
fair thing for you to receive hospitably the nation
of the Cutuigurs, mviting m a foul set of neighbours,
and making people at home with you now whom
you have not endured beyond your boundaries For
they will, after no long delay, shew their own true
character toward the Romans, and apart from this,
neither will an enemy be lacking who will prey
upon the Roman domamn mn the hope that, if
defeated, he will be better off at your hands, nor
will a friend be left the Romans who some day
will stand in the way of those who would overrun
your land, thiough fear lest, when he gamns the
mastery by the gift of fortune, he may see the
vanquished faring more splendidly than himself at
your hands, seeimng that while me eke out our ex-
istence 1n a deserted and thoroughly unproductive

5 ef ye—épuw e KW . om. L.
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land, the Cutugurs are at libeity to tiaffic m corn
and to revel in thewr wine-cellars and hve on the fat
of the land And doubtless they have access to
baths too and are weaung gold—the vagabonds—
and have no lack of fine clothes embioidered and
overlaid with gold. Yet another pomnt the Cutri-
gurs had previously enslaved countless thousands of
Romans and cartied them off to theirown land And
these cuised rascals have been at no shght pains to
impose all the indignities of slavery upon these
victims, for they were doubtless ever ready even to
apply the lash to those who had done no wiong
or to put them to death, and they practised such
other cruelties as natural mnchnation and opportumty
suggest to a baibarian master. We, on the othe:
hand, by our stiuggles and perils which involved
out hives m danger, delivered them fiom the fate
which then enchamned them and restored them to
thewr parents, so that they came to 1epresent for us
the object, 1t proves, of all our labours 1n the war
And for these things we and they have each of us
received fiom you for these different actions rewards
of an opposite nature, 1f 1t 1s true that me, on the
one hand, still paitake of our ancestial woes, but
they are allotted an equal shaie in the land of those
who by our valom escaped from bemng their slaves ”
Thus spohe the envoys of the Utigms But the
emperor, after wheedling them with many words
and comforting them with a quantity of gifts,
sent them away not long aftetward Such was the
couise of these events
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XX

AT about this time war and fighting sprang up
between the nation of the Varni and soldiers who
live on the 1sland called Brittia ;1 and 1t came about
from the following cause The Varni dwell beyond
the Ister River, and extend as far as the northern
ocean along the river Rhine, which separates them
from the Franks and the other nations who dwell 1n
that region Now among all these nations which
m ancient times dwelt on both sides of the Rhine
river each people had 1ts own particular name, but
the whole group was called m common Germans
The 1sland of Brittia hes mn this part of the ocean
not far from the coast, beimng about two hundred
stades off and approximately opposite the mouth of
the Rhine, and between the islands of Britamn and
Thule For while Britain lies to the west about in
hne with the extieme end of Spain,? separated fiom
the continent by a distance which at the least is
about four hundred stades, Biuittia 1s towards the
rear of Gaul, that side namely which faces the
ocean, being, that 1s, to the north of both Spam and
Biutam. And Thule, as far as men know at any
rate, 1s situated towaids the extremity of the noithern
ocean. But the desciiption of Birtam and of Thule
has been set down by me 1n the preceding narative.®
The 1sland of Brittia 1s inhabited by three very

1 Probably modern Denmark

2 Procopius mmagines England roughly five degrees too far
to the west

3 See Book VI xv. 4 ff

2 & Hoeschel: om MSS
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xx 6-14

numerous nations, each having one king over 1it.
And the names of these nations aie Angili, Frissones,
and Brittones, the last being named fiom the 1sland
itself.  And so gireat appeais to be the population
of these nations that every year they emgrate thence
in large compames with their women and childien
and go to the land of the Franks And the Fianks
allow them to settle in the part of their land which
appears to be more deserted, and by this means they
say they aie wmning over the island Thus 1t
actually happened that not long ago the king of the
Franks, mn sending some of his intimates on an
embassy to the Emperor Justiman in Byzantium,
sent with them some of the Angili, thus seeking to
establish his claxm that this island was 1uled by
him  Such then are the facts 1elating to the island
that 1s called Buttia.

The Vaim, not long ago, weie ruled by a man
named Heimegisclus He, being eage: to strengthen
his kingdom, had made the sister of Theudibert,
1uler of the Franks, lis wedded wife For lus
previous wife had died 1ecently, having been the
mother of one child, Radigis by name, whom she left
to his father, and he sought a mainage for this
child with a maiden born in Biittia, whose biother
was then king of the nation of the Angili, and had
given her a laige sum of money because of his
woomng Now this man,? wlile nding with the
most notable of the Varni in a ceitain place, saw a
bird sitting 1n a tiee and cioaking loudly And
whether he really compiehended the bird’s voice, or,
possessing some other knowledge, simply made a
mysterious pretence of comprehending the bird’s

! The king
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xx 14-19

prophecy, he at any rate mmmediately told those
with him that he would die forty days later For
this, he said, was revealed to hum by the pronounce-
ment of the bird “Now I” he said, “making
provision that you should hive most secmely and at
yom ease, have 1elated myself with the Fianks by
taking from their country the wife who 1s now my
consort, and I have bestowed Biittia upon my son
by betiothal. But now, since I expect to die very
shoitly, and, as far as this wife 1s concerned, I am
without 1ssue male o1 female, and my son further-
more 18 still unwed and without his bride, come now,
let me communicate my thought to you, and, 1f 1t
should seem to you not without some profit, do you,
as soon as [ reach the term of my life, put upon 1t the
seal of your approval and execute it. I think, then,
that 1t will be mo1e to the advantage of the Varni to
make the alliance by mairiage with the Franks than
with the islanders For the men of Biittia, on the
one hand, are not even able to jom foices with you
except after a long and difficult journey, while the
Vaimi and Fianks, on the other hand, have only
yonder water of the Rhine between them, so
that they, being very close neighbours to you, and
having achieved an enoimous power, have the means
ready at hand both to help you and to haim you
whenever they wish ; and they will undoubtedly haim
you 1f the said maitiage alhance shall not prevent
them. For men naturally find a neighbouring state’s
power, when 1t surpasses their own, giievous and a
most 1eady cause of injustice, for a poweiful neigh-
bour may with compaiative ease secure causes of war
agamst Iis neighbours who are doing no wiong
Since, then, the facts aie these, let the island gul
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who has been wooed for this boy® be given up by
you, and all the money which she has 1ecerved fiom
us for this puipose,? let her retain as 1emunelation
for the indigmty, as the common law of mankind
has 1t; but let my son Radigis be marued to his
own stepmother thencefoith, just as our ancestial
law permits us”’

So he spoke, and on the foitieth day from the
pronouncement he fell sick and fulfilled his destiny
Then the son of Hermegisclus, after taking over the
kingdom of the Varni, by the will of the notable men
among these barbarians, carried out the counsel of
the dead king, and straightway renouncmng his
mariage with his betrothed, became wedded to his
step-mother But when the betrothed of Radigis
learned thus, she could not bear the indigmty of her
position and undertook to secure revenge upon
him for his insult to her For so lughly 1s vntue
1egarded among those baibaiians, that when merely
the name of maillage has been mentioned among
them, though the fact has not been accomplished,
the woman 1s considered to have lost her maiden-
hood  Fust, then, she sent an embassy to him
of some of her kinsmen and imnquned for what reason
he had msulted her, though she had neither been
unfaithful no: done him any other wrong  But since
she was unable to accomplish anythung by this
means, she took up the duties of a man and
proceeded to deeds of war

She accordingly collected fowr hundied ships im-
mediately and put on board them an army of not fewer

1 4 ¢ Radigs
2 1 ¢ as a dowry which she would bring to Radigs.
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than one hundred thousand fighting men, and she m
person led forth this expedition agamnst the Varm
And she also took with her one of her brothers who
was to assist her in setthing the situation, not that
he was holding the kingship, for he was still living
in the position of a piwvate cihizen Now these
islandeis aie vahant beyond any of the barbarians
we know, and they enter battle on foot. And
this 18 not meiely because they ale unpractised
in hoisemanship, but the fact 1s that they do mnot
even know what a hoise 1s, since they never see so
much as a picture of a hoise on that island; foritis
clear that this animal has in no time lived in Brittia.
And wheneve: 1t happens that some of them on an
embassy or some other mission make a visit among
the Romans or the Franks or any other nation which
has horses, and they are there constramned to ride on
horseback, they aie altogether unable to leap upon
then backs, but other men Iift them in the air and
thus mount them on the horses, and when they wish
to get off, they are again hited and placed on the
ground Nor, in fact, are the Varni horsemen erther,
but they too allmarch onfoot. Such, then, are these
barbarians And there were no supernumeraries in
this fleet, for all the men rowed with then own
hands. Nor do these islandeis have sails, as 1t
happens, but they always navigate by rowing alone
When they came to land on the continent, the
maiden who commanded them, having established a
strong stockade close by the mouth of the Rhine
River, remained theie with a small number, but

3 AN ¥rc Kt dArd ye vér L
¢ gedvrar K * rebéavrar L

261



33

34

37

38

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

e,u.eue, 7ra,v"rn 8¢ 7 dAM\@ oTpaTd ToV a3€7\.¢ov
éml Tovs WO)\.E[ALOU? efqryewﬂat xelevel. éoTpa-
7077'68€vov'ro 8¢ Ofapror TéTe 77]9 e 'Qreavod
movoq kal ‘Pijvov e/c/307u,9 oU mMOAMAG dmolev.
od b O aqbucop,evwv katd 'raxoe Aryryl,?\,wv Evve,utfav
7237 apqSo'repOL és yelpas a)\.?w,)»ow, NoTdVTaL 86
KaTd Jcpa'roe Ovapvoz. kal avTOY mimTTOUGL eV
moANoL év -rov-ra) 'rw 'n'éwp, ol ho;woi 8¢ Eﬁy TR
Bacihel es‘ vwarywrynv 'rpe7rov7'ac avmwe?, ol Te
Afyrybhoa T Slwéw én’ au-rovc 8¢ d\iryov memou)-
,u,evoc, 7 Be;us' melols, és TO o‘Tpa'rmreSov ame-
X“’ moav. ova'rep exam{ev éravikovras és
av-rnv 3 wap@evos‘, TP Te aSe?@q) ehozBopeuro
mfcpo'ra,'m, ovdév TH a"rpa.-na, 7\.oryov akov i toyv-
pulouévn mempaylai, émel iy dydyower avrth
Lovra Pa&ryw.

Ka(, avTdy avro?xefa.;tevn ToUs ,u,akw'ra payLpum-
'm'rovq evé’uq éoreikey, a'zmryyeMao'a 80pua>\co'rov
wywyew ToU cwspa unxavi 7‘cw77 ol 8¢ T
avﬂyq émiTelodyTes 2 em*rafw wspmpxov'ro 8zepev-
vcu,u,evoz fv;x,wav'ra és 70 drptBés -ra éxeivy ywpia,
ecoe év DAy aupiradel /cpv’n"ro,uevov Pdduyww
ebpov: Sjcavrés Te avTov TH maudl dmexduicav.
ral 0 pév adris év bpBatuols eloTirer, Tpéuwy Te
Kal 're@urfgecrﬁat al’i"rlf/fa, 37‘7 ,ucika fnro;-owcifwv
Ha,va'rm ot,/c'rwm)' 7 8¢ au*rov éx 'rov wapaSoEov
otTe a'zrem'ewey odTe 2 aXNo axapz ébpacev, AN
dvedicaca Ty és ava/ vﬁpw avewvveave'ro 70D
av@pw'n'ov 8rou 577 &vexa AAOYNL®S 'm Evey.rcecpueva
érépa yuvaiki és edviy EvvéNoi, kal TadTa ov we-

1 Eueve K¢ dmwépeive L.
262



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xx. 32~38

commanded her brother to lead forward all the rest
of the army agamnst the enemy Now the Varni at
that time were encamped not far from the shore of
the ocean and the mouth of the Rhine. So when the
Angih reached that place, marching swiftly, the two
armies engaged 1in combat with one another, and the
Varm were defeated decisively  And many of them
fell in this stiuggle, while the entire number of those
remaining, together with the king, turned to retreat,
and the Angil, after keeping up the pursuit for only
a short distance, as 1s customary for infantry, retired
to thewr camp But the maiden rebuked them
when they returned to her and inveighed most
vehemently agammst her brother, declaring that
nothing worthy of mention had been achieved by
the aimy, because they had not brought her Radigis
alive

She then selected the most warlihe men among
them and sent them off straightway, instiucting
them to bring the man captive without fail Then,
by way of carrying out her mission, these men went
about searching that whole country thoroughly, until
they found Radigis huding 1n a dense wood, then
they bound him and took him back to the gul. So
he stood before her eyes trembling and expecting to
die instantly by the most cruel death, she, however,
contra1y to his expectations, neither killed him nor
mflicted any other harm upon him, but by way of
reproaching him for his insult to her, enquued of
the fellow why m the world he had made light of
the agreement and alhed himself to another woman,
and that too though his betrothed had not been
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unfaithful  And he, seeking to defend himself
against the charge, biought forward the commands
of his father and the zeal of his subjects, and he
uttered words of supplication and mingled many
prayers with his defence, excusing his action by the
stiess of necessity And 1if 1t was her will that they
should be mariied he promised that what he had
done unjustly 1n the past would be repaired by his
subsequent conduct Now when this was appioved
by the girl, and Radigis had been released from his
bonds and received kind treatment in all other
matters, he straightway dismussed the sister of
Theudibert and wedded the girl fiom Brittia. Thus
did these events take place.

Now in this island of Brittia the men of ancient
times built a long wall, cutting off a laige part of
1t; and the chmate and the soil and everything
else 1s not alike on the two sides of 1t  Foi to the
east of the wall there 1s a salubrious air, changing
with the seasons, being moderately warm in summer
and cool in winter And many people dwell there,
hving in the same fashion as other men, and the
tiees abound with fiuits which ripen at the fitting
season, and the corn-lands flourish as abundantly
as any; fuithermore, the land seems to display a
genuine pride i an abundance of springs of water
But on the west side everything1s the 1eveise of thus,
so that 1t 1s actually impossible for a man to survive
there even a half-hour, but countless snakes and
serpents and every other kind of wild cieatwme
occupy this area as their own. And, strangest of
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all, the mhabitants say that if any man crosses this
wall and goes to the other side, he dies straightway,
bemng quite unable to support the pestilential air of
that 1egion, and wild animals, hikewise, which go
there are instantly met and taken by death.

Since I have 1eached this point in the history, 1t
1s necessary for me to 1ecord a story which bears a
very close resemblance to mythology, a story which
did not indeed seem to me at all trustwoithy,
although 1t was constantly bemng published by
countless peisons who mamntained that they had
done the thing with their own hands and had heaid
the woids with then own ears, and yet it cannot
be altogether passed over, lest, mn writing an
account of the island of Brittia, I gamn a lasting
reputation for ignorance of what takes place there

They say, then, that the souls of men who die
are always conveyed to this place And as to the
manner in which this s done, I shall piesently
explain, having many a time heard the people theie
most eainestly desciibe 1t, though I have come to
the conclusion that the tales they tell are to be
attitbuted to some power of dreams Along the
coast of the ocean which lies opposite the island of
Brittia theie are numeious villages. These ae
whabited by men who fish with nets or t1ll the soil
o1 cairy on a sea-trade with this island, being mn
other respects subject to the Franks, but never
making them any payment of tiitbute, that burden
having been remitted to them fiom ancient times
on account, as they say, of a certain seivice, which
will here be desciibed by me
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The men of this place say that the conduet of
souls 1s laid upon them m tmin  So the men who
on the following mght must go to do this work
reheving others mn the seivice, as soon as darkness
comes on, retne to thewr own houses and sleep,
awaiting him who 1s to assemble them for the enter-
pruse And at a late hour of the might they are
conscious of a knocking at then doors and hear an
indistinet voice calling them together for thenr task.
And they with no hesitation nse from thewr beds
and walk to the shoie, not undeistanding what
necessity leads them to do this, but compelled
nevettheless There they see skiffs in readness
with no man at all 1n them, not thewr own skiffs,
however, but a different kind, in which they embark
and lay hold of the oars. And they are aware that
the boats are burdened with a large number of
passengers and are wet by the waves to the edge
of the planks and the oarlocks, having not so much
as one finger’s readth above the water; they them-
selves, however, see no one, but after i1owing a
single hour they put m at Brittia And yet when
they make the voyage in their own skiffs, not using
salls but 1owing, they with difficulty make this
passage mm a mght and a day Then when they
have reached the island and have been reheved
of then burden, they depait with all speed, their
boats now becomig suddenly hight and rising above
the waves, for they sink no further in the water
than the keel 1tself
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And they, for thewr pait, neither see any man
either sitting mn the boat with them o departing
from the boat, but they say that they hear a kind
of voice from the island which seems to make
announcement to those who take the souls in chaige
as each name 1s called of the passengers who have
come over with them, telling over the positions
ot honoui which they formerly held and calling out
their fatheirs’ names with then own  And 1if women
also happen to be among those who have been
feriied over, they utter the names of the men to
whom they weire mariied i Iife This, then, 1s
what the men of this country say takes place But
I shall retuin to the previous narrative

XXI

Sucn was the progiess of the wais in each land
And the Gothic War continued as follows After
the empeior had summoned Belisatius to Byzantium
as stated in the preceding narrative,® he held him
m honour, and not even at the death of Germanus
did he pumpose to send him to Italy, but he actually
appointed him commander of the mmperial guards
as bemng Geneial of the East, and detained him
thexe  And Belisailus was fiist of all the Romans
mm  digmity, although some of them had been
enrolled before him among the patricians and had
actually ascended to the seat of the consuls But
even so they all yielded first place to him, being
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ashamed in view of his achievements to take ad-
vantage of the law and to claim the nght which
it confeired, a cncumstance which pleased the
emperor exceedingly Meanwhile John, the nephew
of Vitalian, was passing the winter in Salones And
duimng all thns time the cominandeis of the Roman
army, especting him in Italv, remamed active
And the winter drew 1o 1ts close and the sivteenth
year ended 1 this Gothic Wai, the lustory of which
Procopius has wiitten

When the following year opened, John was
minded to depait from Salones and lead his army
as quickly as possible against Totila and the Goths
But the emperor prevented him, bidding hun remain
there until Naises the eunuch should arrive For
he had decided to appomt him commander-n-chief
for tlhus war But the reason why this was the
wish of the empeior was esphatly evident to no
one m the world, for 1t 1s mmpossible that an
empetor’s purpose be discovered except by his own
will, but the swmmises which people euipiessed I
shall heie set down  The thought had occuried
to the Empet or Justinman that the othe: commanders
of the Roman aimy would be quie unwilling to
take orders fiom John, not consenting to be in any
way infertor to him m rank And consequently he
feared lest by being at cross purposes o1 by playing
the coward thiough envy they might make havoc
of then operations

And I also heard the following account of the
matter given by a Roman gentleman when I was

2 garaorhoacar L natasrioecia K
3 oriv K dore yevéobar L
L abrob 76 K adrols 76 L 5 3¢ K &8¢ more L
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sojourning m Rome, and this man was a member
of the senate. This Roman said that once, during
the time when Atalanie the giandson of Theoderic
ruled Italy, a herd of cattle came into Rome imn
the late eveming from the countiy through the
forum which the Romans call the Forum of Peace;
for 1 that place has been situated fiom ancient
times the temple of Peace, which was stiuck by
lightning  And there 1s a certain ancient fountam
before this forum, and a bronze bull stands by 1it,
the work, I think, of Pheidias the Athenian or of
Lysippus. For there are many statues m this
quarter which aie the works of these two men
Here, for example, is another statue which 1s
certainly the work of Pheidias, for the inseription
on the statue says this. Theie too 1s the calf of
Myron! For the ancient Romans took great pains
to make all the finest things of Gieece adornments
of Rome And he said that one of the cattle then
passing by—a steer—Ileft the herd and mounting
this fountamn stood over the biazen bull And by
some chance a certamm man of Tuscan birth was
passing by, one who appeared to be a veiy rustic
fellow, and he understood the scene which was
being enacted and said (for the Tuscans even down
to my day are gifted with prophecy) that one day
a eunuch would undo the ruler of Rome. And then
indeed that Tuscan and the woirds he uttered eained
only laughter. For before actual experience comes
men are ever wont to mock at prophecies, whilst
proof does not upset them, because the events

1 This famous statue (Greek Anthology IX 713-742, 793~

798) stood n the maiket-place of Athens originally (Cie,
Verr. IV, 60).
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have not come about and the tale of them is not
ciedible, but seems akin to some ridiculous myth.
But now all men, yielding to the arguments of
actual events, marvel at this sign  And 1t was
perthaps for this 1eason that Naises marched as
geneial agamnst Totila, the emperor’s judgment
penetrating the futme, or chance ordainmg the
mevitable thing So Narses, 1eceiving a notable
aimy and gieat sums of money fiom the emperor,
set forth But when he came with his command
to the midst of Thiace, he spent some time at
Philippopolis, having been cut off fiom his road
For an army of Huns had made a descent upon
the Roman domain and were plundering and pillag-
mg everything with no man to stand m thewr
way But after some of them had advanced against
Thessalonice and the rest took the road to Byzantium,
Naises finally depaited thence and marched forward

XXII

Now while John, on the one hand, was at Salones
awaiting Narses, and Naises, on the other hand, was
travelling 1ather slowly, bemng hindeied by the
moad of the Huns, meantime Totila, while awaiting
the army of Naises, was engaged as follows. He
placed a pait of the Romans and some of the
members of the senate 1n Rome, leaving the rest
m Campama  And he commanded them to look
after the city as well as they could, shewing plainly
theieby that he felt repentance for what he had
done to Rome previously , for he had, as it hap-

3 &dewxviperos K. om L
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pened, Burned large parts of 1t, particularly on the
further side of the Tiber River. But these Romans,
bemng reduced to the state of slaves and stripped
of all their money, were not only unable to lay
clamm to the public funds, but could not even secme
those which belonged to them personally

Yet the Romans love their city above all the
men we know, and they are eager to protect all
their ancestral treasures and to preserve them, so
that nothing of the ancient glory of Rome may
be obliterated For even though they were for a
long period under barbarian sway, they preserved
the buildings of the city and the most of its adorn- .
ments, such as could through the excellence of their
workmanship withstand so long a lapse of time and
such neglect. Furthermore, all such memorials of
the race as were still left are preserved even to
this day, and among them the ship of Aeneas,
the founder of the city, an altogether imncredible
sight For they built a ship-house mn the middle
of the city on the bank of the Tiber, and depositing
1t there, they have preserved 1t from that time And
I shall now explain what sort of a ship this is, having
seen 1t myself

The ship 1s one with a single bank of oais and
1s veiy long, bemng one hundred and twenty feet
i length and twenty-five feet wide, and 1ts height
15 all that 1t can be without becoming impossible to
row But there 1s nowhere in the boat any precing
together of timbers at all nor are the timbers
fastened together by any device of iron, but all the
timbers are of one piece, a thing strange and un-

avréxew Haury drréxer L
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heard of and tiue only, as far as we know, of this
one boat For the keel, which 1s a single piece,
extends fiom the extreme stein to the bow, gradu-
ally sinhing to the middle of the ship in ai1emaik-
able way and then rising again thence propeily and
1 due order until 1t stands upright and ngid  And
all the heavy timbers! which fit mto the keel
(these the poets call “ oak-stays,” but others call
them ¢ shepherds”) extend each and every one
fiom one side all the way to the other side of the
ship  These, too, sinking from either end, form a
remarkably shapely bend, in order that the ship
may be fashioned with a very wide hull, whether
nature under the constraint of their futuie use origi-
nally carved out the timbeis and fashioned this arch or
the sweep of the ribs was propeily adjusied by ciafts-
men’s skill and other devices Each plank, further-
more, extends fiom the very stem to the other end of
the ship, being of one piece and pieiced by ron spikes
only for this purpose, that by being fastened to the
timbeis ! they may form the side of the ship. This
ship thus constructed makes an immpression when
seen which tianscends all desciiption, for the nature
of things always makes those worhs which aie most
cunningly built not easy for men to deseribe, but
by means of her innovations so pievails over our
usual habits of mind as to check even our power of
speech Now none of these timbeis has either
10tted or given the least indication of bemng un-
sound, but the ship, intact throughout, just as if
newly constructed by the hand of the builder,

1 The ribs
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whoever he was, has preserved its strength in a
marvellous way even to my time. Such are the
facts 1elating to the ship of Aeneas,

Totila now manned with Goths as many as three
hundied ships of war and oidered them to go to
Gieece, mstiucting them to make every effort to
capture those who fell in their way  But this fleet,
as far as the land of the Phaeacians, which is now
called Cereyra,! was able to do no damage. For 1t
so happens that there 1s no inhabited 1sland m that
part of the sea which extends fiom the strait of
Charybdis % as far as Cercyra, so that many a time,
in passing that way, [ have been at a loss to know
where m the world the 1sland of Calypso was. For
nowheie 1n that sea have I seen an island with
the exaception of three not fa1 fiom Phaeacia, and
only about three hundied stades distant, huddled
close together and very small and having no habita-
tions either of men or of ammals or anything else
at all These 1slands are now called Othom1® And
one mught say that Calypso hved there, and that
Odysseus, consequently, being not far from the land
of Phaeacia, ferried himself over from here on a
raft, as Home1 says, or by some other means without
any ship But let this be ventured by us only
as a possible mterpietation For 1t 1s not easy to
reconcile the actual facts precisely with the very
ancient recoids, smce the long passage of time 1s
wont very generally to change the names of places
and the beliefs concernming them.

1 Modern Corfu 2 Modern Strait of Messina,
3 Modern Othoman Islands

3 &yrapbe K : évretfev L.
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xx1i 23-29

Such 1s the case of the ship which stands by
the shore of the 1sland 1n the land of the Phaeacians,
made of white stone and supposed by some to be
the very one which canied Odysseus to Ithaca at the
time when he had the foitune to be entertaned
i Phaeacia. And vet this boat 1s not a monohth,
but 1s composed of a very great number of stones.
And an inscuiption has been cut 1 1t and cues aloud
that some meichant i earlier times set up this
offering to Zeus Casius  For the men of this place
once honoured Zeus Casius, since the very city in
which this boat stands 1s called up to the present
time Casope. In the same manner that ship 1s
made of many stones which Agamemnon the son
of Atieus set up to Artemus at Geraestus! in Euboea,
seehing even in this way to blot out the msult to
her, at the time when thiough the suffering of
Iphigenera? Artemis permutted the Greeks to set
sall  This 1s declared by an inseuption on this boat
m hesameters which was engraved either then o1
later  And though the most of 1t has disappeared
because of the passage of tume, the fiist verses
are discernible even to the piesent and run as
follows :—

“ Heie on this spot Agamemnon did set me, a
ship made of maible,

A agn of the fleet of the Gieeks sailing to Trioy
e’el to be.”

And at the end 1t has the words- ¢ Made by

* Modern Porto Castri.

2 Sacrificed by her father, Agamemnon, i order to
propitiate Artexms who had detained the Tiojan expedition
by contiary winds
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xxii 29-xxu1. 2

Tynnichus, to Artemis Bolosia ”’; for thus they used
to name Fileithmia in former times, because they
called the pamns of tiavail “bolae.” But I must
return to the pomnt fiom which I have stiayed

When this Gotlue expedition reached Cercyra,
they plundered 1t thoroughly in a sudden raid, and
also the other 1slands called Sybotae ! which lie near
1t; then suddenly crossing over to the mamland
also they plundered the whole country about Dodona,
and particulaily Nicopolis and Anchialus, where the
natives say Anchises the father of Aeneas passed
from the world, while he was sailing from captured
Troy with his son, and thus gave the place its name
And gomg about the whole coast and meeting many
Roman ships, they captured every one of them,
cargoes and all  Among these happened to be also
some of the ships which were carrying provisions
from Greece for the army of Narses Thus then did
these things take place.

XXIII

Long before this Totila had sent an army of Goths
mto Picenum, in order to capture Ancon; and he
appointed as commanders over this army the most
notable men among the Goths, Seipuar and Gibal and
Gundulf, the last nammed having once been a guards-
man of Belisaiius. And some called him Indulf® And

1 Modern Sybota Islands 2 Cf Book VII xxav 23ff

* yér0ois K yérboss drace L.
287



[>44

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

e’fcd?\.ovv. ols &) xal whom ,uacha émrra mzL
Tea'aa,oa/cowa éSwrey, §Tws TO ¢povptov KkaTa
v Te xal Ba)wwaav 7ro7uop/couv're9 pdov Te kal
am'ouw-repov 7)71/ adTod evruc,oa—retav Ha?o'ovnu.
Xpovou 8¢ "ravﬂy 7§ mpocedpeia 'rpLBeyTos‘ auxwod,
avve,@awe TOUS‘ moMoprovpévovs TH TéY dvay-
Kaiwy awopba miélectas

"Aqrep émel Bakepmvoq guabey, éml Pa,Seum]c
8La7‘p£,8771/ exwv, apdvew Te /can\z ,uovas‘ Tl €
) —\ry/cwm Pw/mww oly olds e dv, 7re;m[ra?
TpOS Iwavvnv Tov Birahiavod aSEM{)LSovu éml
Eakwvwv bvra e'ypa\[re Tdde “Mdyos o Ary/ccov
nuly 'rov &AooV éuTds aToNéNetTTAL, wq aU’TOS‘
ow@a, ec-rrep & viv amoréhemrrar? olTw yap
Tols €v ToUTQ Pm,uamtq 'm/cpé'rm'a mONLOpPKO-
pévoist Ta 7rpwy,u.wra GXEL doTe Oédoika ,u.r)
Bon@ovwes‘ ¢fwpor w,u.ev omicw Tob Karpod 77;v
amovdyy é&yovres, SEwhéy Te 'Tr)v Umrép aurov
wpo@vm'av 7rowl?,u.ezloa aAa 7ra.vao,ucu. 3 ryap
TGV Woktop/cov,u.eywv avdyky ,uafcpo*repau "rryu
émiaToNNY 0UK €4 rywecr@m, TOV Ypbvoy €’ eau-r:;v
arptBds a'qbuyryova'a kal 6 rivduvos ofv'repa,v Tob
Néyov Tw em/covpbav {nTén.” 'rav"rr;v Iwavvns‘
avaleEduevos Ty e7rwro7\,n1/, /cawrep alTd 7rpoq
Baatkew? uwoppu@ev, abroxéhevoTos c*ro)»,ua,
usva.L, TGV OL wpoq au*ro;cpd-ropos‘ emryryek/.tevwv
wpoup«ymwepav TNV Qo THS 'rvan o*revoxwpmv
wewom,u.evos‘. avSpas' e avro?x.e’g’a,uevoq ous‘ ,ua.-
MoTa 'nav'rwv wyaﬂavq Ta moréuia deTo swan, xal
av'rwv okTR Kal 'rpta/cowa TAoLe ,ua;cpu e,wn?vr)-
o dpevos TAéOVTA TE BS TAXITTA KAl TPOS TONEUOY

1 wés—éndrowy K om. L

238



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xxiii 2-7

he gave them also forty-seven ships of war, in order
that, 1n besieging the fortress by land and sea, they
might make the overmastery of it easier and less
laborious, And after this siege had been continued
a long time 1t came about that the besieged were
hard pressed by the scarcity of provisions

When this was learned by Valenan, who was
waiting at Ravenna bemng unable single-handed to
succou1 the Romans 1n Ancon, he sent a messenger
to John the nephew of Vitalian who was at Salones
with the following letter “ Ancon 1s the only city
left us to the south of the gulf, as you yourself
know, 1f indeed 1t 1s now still left us. For such 1s
the situation of the Romans who are being most
closely besieged in this eity, that I fear lest we be
late with our assistance, shewing zeal after the
entical time, and displaying our enthusiasm for 1t a
day too late  But I shall cease. For the constraint
mmposed upon the besieged does not permit my letter
to be made longer, since 1t strictly appiopriates the
time to 1ts own uses, wlile the danger demands
assistance more swift than words” When John had
read this letter, he dared, though it had been for-
bidden him by the emperor, to go on his own imitiative,
considering the straitened condition brought about by
chance more weighty than the imperal commands
So selecting men whom he considered the most able
fighters of all, and manning thnty-eight ships of
war with them—boats of great swiftness and buwlt

ds—amorérerrar K om L
Tois—pwuators L robs—pwpaiovs K
woAtopkoupévors L worioprovuévous K
ondv—(nrav (§6) L om K

o oa e
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xxii 8-14

with all possible care for warfare on the sea—and
putting a few of his provisions aboard, he set sail
from Salones and put in at Scaidon! And Valerian
also came thither not long afterwards with twelve
ships

After jomming forces they conferred with each
other and considered the plans which seemed to
promise them the greatest advantage; then they set
sail fiom there and upon reaching the opposite main-
land anchored at a place which the Romans ecall
Senogallia,® not far away from Ancon When the
Gothic generals learned this, they too immediately
manned with the notable Goths the ships of war
which they had with them, forty-seven in number,
and leaving the rest of the army engaged in the
siege of the fortiess they advanced straight agamst
their enemy. Now Scipuar, on the one hand, com-
manded those who 1emained to carry on the siege,
and Gibal and Gundulf commanded the men on the
ships And when the two foices came near each
other, both commanders stopped their ships and
diew them close together and made an exhoitation
to the Soldiers

And John and Valerian spoke fist as follows
“ Let not one of you, fellow-soldiers, think that on
the piesent occasion you are to struggle in behalf
of this eity of Ancon alone and the Romans besieged
mn 1t, nor that the result of this struggle will affect
that matter only, but you must consider that the

1 Modern Scardona 2 Sena Gallica, modern Simgagha.

2 % % SevoyaArlay Scaliger b 8dow és yarrlas K, d Spnody
of éx yaAlas L
3 Yyxiora Maltretus . om MSS
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xxm. 14-21

main 1ssue of the whole war, to speak comprehen-
sively, 1s here mvolved, and to whichever side the
battle mmchines, theie will be bestowed also the final
decision of fortune For you should iegaid the
present situation thus : Wai depends for 1ts decision
m laige measure upon the commussary, and those in
want of supples are mevitably bound to be defeated
by their enemy For valom cannot dwell together
with hunger, since nature will not permit a man to
be starving and to be brave at the same time This
being the case, we have no other stionghold left us
from Dryus to Ravenna, where we can deposit the
food supples for omselves and our horses, and the
enemy ate so thoroughly masters of the land that
not a simgle town remams there friendly to us, from
which we could even in small measure provide our-
selves with supplies. And 1t 1s on Ancon alone that
our whole expectation 1s based that the army sailing
m from the opposite mainland can land here and be
mn safety Consequently, if we fare well in to-day’s
encounter, and secure Ancon, as 1s piobable, for the
emperol, we shall perhaps be in a position hence-
forth to hope that what remains of the Gothic wai
will likewise go well for us  If, however, we fail in
this battle,—but of furthe: calamity we would not
speak, only may God grant to the Romans the
lasting mastery of Italy And this too 1s woithy
of our consideration, that, if we shew ourselves
cowardsn the struggle, even fight will be impossible
For neither will you have the land, seemng 1t 1s held
fast by our opponents, nor will you be able to sail
the sea, since the enemy control 1t as they do; but

2 woAAf) Tis éml Tals Sawdvais dmdrerrar KX om L
3 trros K om L 4 kol dopdreay L & doparel K.
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII. xxin. 21-27

1t has come to this—that our hope of safety hes in
our own strength alone and will shape itself
accordance with our perfoimance during the combat
Be vahant, then, as far as in you lies, laying to heart
this one thought, that if, on the one hand, you are
defeated on the piesent occasion, you will suffer
vour last defeat, but if, on the other hand, you aie
victorious, you will not only win glory but will also
be ranked with the very foitunate

Thus spoke John and Valerian And the com-
manders of the Goths made the following exhorta-
tion “Since these accursed rascals, after bemng
driven away from all Italy and hiding for a long
time 1n we know not what corneis of the earth or
the sea, have now had the hardihood to engage with
us and have come against us with the purpose of
renewing the fight, 1t 1s necessary to check ! with full
determination the darng which their folly has
engendered 1n them, so that 1t may not happen by
reason of our giving way that the 1esult of themr mad-
ness g1ows to something great  For foolishness which
is not checked 1n the beginning does mount up to
boundless daing, but ends in nreparable calamity to
those concerned Shew them, therefore, as quickly as
possible that they are Greeklings and unmanly by
nature and are merely putting on a bold front when
defeated, and do not consent that this experiment
of thews proceed fuither For cowardice, when
merely despised, proceeds to flaunt itself still more,
because rashness just by continuing comes to be de-
void of fear And do not by any means suppose that
they will resist you long if you play the part of
brave men. For when a lofty spirit 1s not matched

1 Lit ““pull back by the hant
295



29

30

31

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

alTd cho,uevwv ) a'u,u.p.e’r,oov//.evov mpo pév Tod
é'pryov éraipduevoy év a/c/u; daiveras, apfa/.bevm
8¢ Ths 511/»,80)\.179 xarappety elwlev. o're 'mwvv
TaiTa oi?*rmq exet, ava,uuncrﬁn're pév ovrwa,
7po7rov ol wo)x.ep,cot TOANAKLS ATOTELPATAILEVOL
TS ape'm? T u,ue'repac awnhkafav, e/c?»oryLCea-He
d¢é we otk a,u.eivavq éx Tod anSw&,ov ryeyew;,uevm
ép’ fHudas dpunvratl, AANA Ta, wapa.’rr?mma, 'rou;
rpo?\a,BovaL -rero?&;mlcoreq, THY omolay kal viv
KANpdTovTAL 'rvxm/.

Tocalra xal OL oy T'ér0wy apxov'req Tapa-
KG7\.€U0’0L,LL€IJOL Kal 'row wo?»e,u,wm vvmvwao'aweq
,u.e)»?wyo‘et ovb‘e,u.za, ec xez,pas' 7\fov. B Te 4§
vav/waxza, eo’wyav La’XUplL, weé’o,uax:,a ep,gbepns-l
odoa. 'rae Te ryap vavs' ,u,e'rw'm;Boy avnm’pwpovq
Tals 'rwv évavriov erca"repm a—*nyo-azrres‘ Ta -rofev-
pata és aANjhovs adieoav, kal alTdy Soot apeTis
T ,ue"re7rowﬁv'ro c%fyxwﬂraf 7™ d?\.)wj)»coy rywé,uevm
év Xpa) Te Euvmbvres amo TAY /caTaerpw,u,ava
Evvéuroyov, qubeow Te .’CG.L 80pao~w, wo*vrep év
medlw, payouevor. wal TA pv TpPooLua TOD
&.fyé‘)uos‘ ToDOe Towaiira éryefyévu

TdTepov 8¢ ol Bapﬁ’apot dmeipla Tob vavua-
ety Edv 7ro7\.)»77 aTafba. 'r:r]v Ev,u,ﬁohnv 7171.'85
8Le¢epov- ol ,ueu yap avTdv obTws? dm a)»?\,n-
Aoy SLLchavTa dore dtovar Tols 7ro7\e/.uots' av’rovq
kaTd pévas e,uBaM&ew, oc 36 avxvot és TadTo
EvvidvTes 'n-poq AN @Y aea T va Aol
a'revoxmpm §vve7r031,§ov'ro. emadev dv Tis popun-
Sov avTols Ta TAY mholwy ixpia Evyxeicla.

1 re{o,uaxm éugpepns K we{o/l.axwzs ioxvporépa L
2 aUTwV OUTwS K ava TOUT(O

296



HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII. sxxm. 27-32

by a commensurate power on the part of those who
mdulge 1n 1t, though before the event 1t may appear
exalted to the lughest piteh, yet when the combat
begns, it 15 wont to ebb away. Seeing then that
this 1s t1ue, call to mind in what manner the enemy
have fared on many occasions when they have made
trial of your valour, and consider that in coming
agamst you they have not become better men on
the spur of the moment, but shewing merely a
degree of darng simlar to that on previous
occasions, they will now also achieve the same
fortune ”

After the Gothic commanders had made this
exhottation, they confronted the enemy and with-
out delay came to close quarteis with them  And the
fighting was exceedingly fierce and resembled a
battle on land  For both sides set their ships head
on with the“bows agamst those of therr opponents
and dischaiged thewr ariows against each other, and
all those who laid some claim to valom brought
their ships close enough to touch one another and
then engaged fiom the decks, fighting with sword
and spear just asif on a plam  Such was the opening
stage of thus encounte:

But after this the baibamans, thiough lack of
experlence 1n sea-fighting, began to cairy on the
combat with gieat disorder, for some of them
became so far separated from one another that they
gave therr enemy oppoitunity to 1am them smgly,
while others diew together in laige groups and
were constantly hindered by one another because
of the crowding of the boats One would have
thought that the decks of theiwr boats were bwlt
together hike a mat  And neither could they shoot
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their bows against those of their opponents who
were at a distance except late and with difficulty,
nor could they use sword o1 spear whenever they
saw them bearing down upon them ; but their atten-
tion was constantly engiossed by the shouting and
ciowding among themselves, as they continually
colhded with each other and then pushed off again
with their poles 1n a disorderly manner, sometimes
pushing their prows into the ecrowded space, and some-
times backing off to a great distance, thus making
trouble for their own side 1n erther case  And each
crew kept shouting orders and howhng wildly to those
neatest them, not to urge them aganst the enemy,
but mx order that therr own ships mught get the
proper inteivals fiom each other And bemg thus
preoccupied by their difficulty with each other, they
themselves became the chief cause of victory for
their enemy

The Romans, on the other hand, handled the
fighting manfully and thewr ships with skill, putting
their boats head on and neither separating far fiom
one another nor crowding together closer than was
necessary, but always keeping their movements
toward or from each other properly co-oidinated;
and whenever they obseived an enemy ship separated
from the rest, they 1ammed and sunk 1t with no
difficulty, and whenever they saw some of the
enemy in a confused mass, there they duected
showers of airows, and, as soon as they fell upon
them when 1mn disorder and utterly exhausted by
the labour which their confusion entailed, they
would destroy them out of hand  So the barbarians
giving up the struggle aganst the adveisities of for-
tune and the errors which they had made durmng the
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battle, knew not how they should continue to fight,
for they neither continued the sea-fight nor yet stood
upon their decks as 1n a land battle, but abandoning
the struggle they came to a perilous pause, having
now left all to chance Consequently the Goths n
great disorder turned to a disgraceful 1etreat, and they
no longer thought of valour or of orderly flight nor ot
anything else which would insme their safety, but
scattered as they were for the most part among
then enemy’s ships, they were completely helpless.
And some of them fled unobserved with eleven ships
and were saved, but all the 1est to a man fell into
the hands of thewr enemy Many of these the
Romans slew with their own hands, and many others
they destioyed by smnking them with their ships;
and of the generals Gundulf escaped unobserved
with the eleven ships, but the other was captured
by the Romans

After this the men on the eleven ships disembarked
on the land and immediately set the ships on fire so
that they might not fall into the hands of their
enemy, while they themselves proceeded on foot to
the army which was besieging the aty of Ancon
And atter they had announced to them what had
taken place, they all made a hasty 1etreat together,
abandoning their camp to the enemy, and ran as
hard as they could and 1n great confusion up to the
neighbourmg aty of Auximus And the Romans,
coming to Ancon not long afterwards, captured the
enemy’s camp without a man 1n 1t and then, after
carrying 1 provisions for those in the foitress, sailed
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII. xxii1. 42-xx1v. 4

away from there. And Valeran, for his part, pro-
ceeded to Ravenna, while John 1eturned to Salones
This engagement especially broke the spint and
weakened the power of Totila and the Goths.

XXIV

At about this same time Roman affairs stood as
follows 1 Sialy Liberius had been summoned
from there by the emperor and had gone to
Byzantium, while Artabanes, for thus the emperor
had decided, commanded the whole Roman army
imn Sieily He had laid siege to those Goths who
had been left in the foitresses of the island, a very
small numbe1r indeed, and whenever they made
sallies he had defeated them in battle and had
reduced them to a state of absolute destitution as
regards the necessities of life, and finally he had
taken them all by swrender At this the Goths
became fearful, bemg deeply moved by the outcome
of the naval battle, so that they weie beginning to
despair of the war, having by now become utterly
hopeless, for they reasoned that even in the
existing ciicumstances they had been shamefully
defeated by their enemy and completely demoralized,
and 1if any assistance should come to the Romans,
even 1 small measure, they would be unable by any
means to hold out against them even for the least
space of time or to keep a foothold in Italy. Nor
mndeed had they any hope of accomplhishing anything
by negotiation with the emperor  For Totila had, as
it happened, sent envoys to him often These envoys
had indeed come betore Justiman and explained
that the Fianks had occupied the gieater part of
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Italy, while the rest of it had become for the most
part deserted on account of the war; vet the Goths
wete willing to 1etire m favour of the Romans from
Siaily and Dalmatia, which alone had remained intact,
and agreed to pay tubute and taxes for the abandoned
land every year and would fight as allies against
whomsoever the emperor should wish and would be
mn other respects subject to im  But the emperor
would pay no attention to what they said and
dismissed the envoys one and all, hating as he did
the Gothic name and mtending to duve 1t out
absolutely from the Roman domam. Thus then did
these events take place

ButTheudibert, the rulerof the Fianks, had not long
before been taken from the world by disease, havmg
without justification made some parts of Laguria and
the Cottian Alps and the most of Venetia subject to
the payment of titbute  For the Franks had treated
the preoccupation of the warring nations as then
own opportunity, and without danger were enriching
themselves with the lands for which the combatants
were fighting And the Goths indeed had a few
fortiesses left in Venetia, while the Romans held
the coast towns; but the Franks had brought all the
others under their sway Now while the Romans
and the Goths were waging this war against each
other as I have described 1t and were unable to take
on new enemies in addition, the Goths and the Franks
had negotiated with each other and come to an agree-
ment that, as long as the Goths were waging war
agamst the Romans, both of them should remain
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quiet holding what they had secured and there
should be no hostilities between them But 1if
indeed Totila should ever have the foitune to over-
come Justinian in the war, the Goths and the
Franks should at such time settle these matteis in
such a way as should seem likely to benefit both
of them Somuch for thisagreement But Theud:-
bert was succeeded by his son Theudibald And the
emperor sent Leontius, the son-in-law of Athanasius,
a member of the senate, as envoy to him, mnviting
him to an offensive alliance agamst Totila and the
Goths and demanding that he withdraw from the
paits of Italy on which Theudibert had set his mind
wrongfully to trespass

Now Leontius, upon coming before Theudibald,
spoke as follows, ¢ It may perhaps be true that on
othe1r occasions events have gone contrary to the
expectations of men, but such a thing as has been
done to the Romans 1n the piesent case by you has,
I think, never happened to anyone else n the
world  For the Emperor Justiman, on his part, did
not enter mnto this wai, nor did he let 1t appear that
he was about to fight the Goths, until the Franks, in
the name of alliance and firendship, had received
from him great sums of money and agreed to assist
him 1n the stiuggle They, however, have not only
seen fit to fulfil none of their promises, but they
have fuither wionged the Romans i a way which
no one could have easily imagimed  For your fathex
Theudibert undeitook to tiespass upon teutory to
which he had no just claim and which the empeior
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had mastered with great labour by the peuils of war,
and that too while all the Franks were standing out
of the way. Consequently I now come to you, not
to reproach you or lay charges against you, but in
order to make demands and to counsel you as to
what will be of advantage to you yourselves. I say,
then, that you, on the one hand, should preserve
the prospenty which you now enjoy, and allow the
Romans, on the other hand, to have that which 1s
their own ; for when a nation 1s possessed of great
power, the unholy acquisition of even some trifing
thing has many a time been of sufficient moment to
rob 1t of the advantages 1t has enjoyed fiom of old,
since prosperity 1s by no means wont to associate
itself with injustice; and I demand, furthermore,
that you join with us in eairying on the war against
Totila, thus fulfiling your father’s agreement For
the conduct which above all otheis would become
true-born sons 1s this—to correct whatever mistakes
have been made by their parents, but to continue
and confirm whatever deeds of excellence they
have done. Indeed this would be a thing most
ardently prayed for by the most undeistanding of
men, that therr children might emulate the best of
their activities, and that whatever has not been well
done by them should be coriected by no one else
than their children In fact you ought to have taken
up this war with the Romans unsummoned For
ouw struggle 1s aganst the Goths, who have been
from the beginming bitter enemies of the Franks
and altogether untrustworthy toward them, waging

5 rel—elwfe KL om H 8 pév, el KL pévror & H
7 e dé Tt KL elcérni H 8 qovrd L 74 K, robro H
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xxiv. 21-27

a truceless and implacable ! war upon them thiough
all the ages Of course they do not hesitate now,
through fear of us, to adopt a wheedling air toward
you, butif ever they should get rid of us, they will at
no distant time display their real attitude toward the
Franks For evil men cannot change their character
either 1n prosperity o1 1n adversity, though 1t is true
as a general thing that, during penods of 1ll fortune,
they are wont to conceal 1t, particularly when they
need something from their neighbouis, their need
compelhing them to cover up themr baseness of heart

Call to mind then these things and renew, on the
one hand, your friendship with the empeio1, and
defend yourselves, on the other hand, agamst your
anclent enemies with all your power ”

So spoke Leontius And Theudibald replied as
follows. “You summon us, in the first place, to be
alles agamst the Goths contiary to rectitude and
justice , for 1t so happens that the Goths at the
present time are our fuiends And if the Franks
should be unfaithful to them, neither will they ever
be faithful to you For men whose sentiments have
once been seen to be base toward their friends are
always of such a nature as to twn aside from the
path of justice. And, in the second place, as to
the lands you have mentioned, we shall say only this
—that my father Theudibert never set his mind upon
domng violence to any one of his neighbours or
usurping the possessions of otheis  In proof of this
witness the fact that I am not rich  Consequently
he did not acquire these lands by robbing the Romans
of them, but he took possession of them as a gift
fiom Totila, who already held them and expressly

1 Iit ““unheralded”, cf Demosthenes, De Corona 262,
Bormovdos ral drfpurTos wéAEpos
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL sxiv. 27-33

handed them over to him, and upon this the Emperor
Justimian should certamnly have congratulated the
Franks For he who sees men whohave 10bbed him
of some of his private possessions roughly handled by
any others would natwally rejoice, believing that
those who wionged lim have rightly and justly
pad the penalf) , except in case he be puvately
envious of those who have done the violence—
for men feel that the appropration by others of
propeity which 1s claimed by an enemy tends, as
a geneial thing, to envy We aie, however, able to
lea\e to arbltels the decision of these matters, with
the undeistanding that, if it becomes evident that
my father robbed the Romans of anything, 1t shall
be obhigatory for us to restore this without delay
And envoys will be sent to Byzantium by us in
regard to this matter not long hence” With such
words he dismissed Leontius and despatched
Leudardus, a Frank, with thiee others to the
Emperor Justinian And upon thewr arnval at
Byzantium they treated of the matters for which
they had come.

Totila was now eager to seize the islands which
belong to Iabya. He accordingly gathered a fleet
of ships immediately and, putting an adequate army
on boaid, sent 1t to Corsica and Saxdima  This fleet
first sailed off to Corsica and, finding no defenders,
took the island, and afterwards took possession of
Sardima hkewise. And Totila made both these

5 grarfoovrar KL: droorarfoovrar H.
6 ¥oreine KL: &meper H
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xxuv 33-39

1slands subject to the payment of trmbute But
when this was learned by John, who was com-
manding the Roman army m Libya, he sent a fleet
of ships and a strong foice of soldiers to Sardinia.
And when they came close to the city of Caianalis,
they made camp with the purpose of instituting a
siege; for they did not consider themselves able to
storm the wall, since the Goths had a sufficient
garrison there. But when the barbarans learned
this, they made a sally agamst them from the city,
and falling suddenly upon their enemy routed them
with no difficulty and slew many. And the rest
saved themselves for the moment by fleeing to the
ships, but a hittle later they cast off from there and
went to Carthage with the whole fleet. There they
remained thiough the winter, m order that at the
opening of spring they mught agam make an ex-
pedition to Corsica and Sardima with fuller pre-
paration  Now this 1sland of Sardima was formerly
called Satdo In that place there grows a certain
heib such that, if men taste of 1t, a fatal convulsion
immediately comes over them, and they die not
long afterward, having the appeaiance of laughing,
as 1t wele, as a result of the convulsion, and this
laughter they call < Sardonic” from the name of the
place But Coisica was called by men of ancient
times Cyinus  On that 1sland are found apes just
hike men, and there 1s also a bieed of horses only a
Little larger than sheep  So much for this.

at
3 wifnres K. vdvyor L 1n context, yp. mir{d3ar L 1n margm
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XXv

A ereaT throng of Sclavem: now descended upon
Hlyiicum and mnflicted sufferings there not easily
deseribed  And the Empeict Justiman sent an
army against them commanded by the sons of
Germanus with others But since this army was
far outnumbered by the enemy, 1t was quite unable
to engage with them, but “remained always 1n
the 1ea1 and cut down the straggleis left by the
barbailans  And they slew many of them but took
some few prsoners, whom they sent to the emperor.
But nevertheless these barbarians continued themr
work of devastation. And spending as they did a
long time 1n this plundermg eapedition, they filled
all the roads with corpses, and enslaved countless
multitudes and pillaged everything without meeting
any opposition, then finally they departed on the
homeward jomney with all theirr plunder Nor
could the Romans ambuscade them while crossing
the Ister River or harm them in any other way,
since the Gepaedes, having engaged their seivices,
took them under then protection and ferried them
across, receiving laige payment for their labour.
For the payment was at the rate of one gold stater
per head. At this the empeior was guevously
vened, seeing that for the futmie he had no possible
means of checking the barbarians when ciossing the
Ister River in order to plunder the Roman domain,
or when taking their departure fiom such expeditions
with the booty they gained, and he wished for these
reasons to enter into some soit of tieaty with the
nation of the Gepaedes

4 73 Aamdy KL: om W. .
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xxv. y-11I

Meanwhile the Gepaedes and the Lombards were
once more moving against each other determined to
make war. But the Gepaedes, fearing the power of
the Romans (for they had by no means failed to hear
that the Emperor Justinian had made a sworn
allance for offence and defence with the Lombaids),
were eager to become friends and allies of the
Romans They accordingly straightway sent envoys
to Byzantium inviting the emperor to accept an
offensive and defensive alliance with them also. So
he without any hesitation gave them the pledges of
alhance. And at the request of the same envoys
twelve members of the senate also furnished them
with a sworn statement confirming this treaty But
not long after this, when the Lombaids according to
the terms of thewr alliance requested an aimy to
fight with them against the Gepaedes, the Emperor
Justiman sent 1t, laying the charge against the
Gepaedes that after the tieaty they had transpoited
certain of the Sclaven: across the Ister River to the
detriment of the Romans

Now the leaders of this aimy were, first, Justinus
and Justiman, the sons of Germanus, second,
Aratus; thud, Suartuas, who had previously been
appomnted by Justiman ruler over the Eiuh (but
when those who had come from the 1sland of Thule
rose agamst hum, as told by me in the previous
narrative,! he had returned in fight to the emperor,
and 1mmmedately became general of the Roman
forces 1n Byzantium); and, lastly, Amalafridas, a
Goth, grandson of Amalafrida the sister of Theoderic

1 Book VI xv 32-36.
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIIL xxv, 11-13

king of the Goths, and son of Hermenefiidus the
former ruler of the Thwunglans This man had
been brought by Belsarus to Byzantium with
Vittigis, and the emperor had appointed hm a
Roman commander and betiothed his sister to
Audum the 1uler of the Lombards But not a man
of that army reached the Lombaids except this
Amalafiidas with his command For the others, by
direction of the empeior, stopped at the aty of
Ulpiana® 1n Illyricum, since a civil war had aiisen
among the inhabitants of that place concerning those
matters over which the Christians fight among
themselves, as will be told by me mn the treatise on
this subject 2

So the Lombards m fall force and accompanied by
Amalafiidas came into the lands of the Gepaedes,
and when the Gepaedes encountered themn a fierce
battle ensued 1in which the Gepaedes were defeated,
and they say that a vast numbe1r of them penished
mn this engagement Whereupon Auduin, the king
of the Lombards, sent some of s followeis to
Byzantium, first to announce the good news to the
Emperor Justiman, simnce the enemy had been
vanquished, and, secondly, to 1eproach him because
the emperoi’s army had not been present n
accordance with the terms of themr alliance, although
such a host of Lombaids had recently been sent to
march with Naises agamnst Totila and the Goths.
Such was the course of these events.

1 Modern Lipljan
2 This promise seems not to have been fulfillel by
Procoprus

3 épéugpero—Tirovs LW . om K
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It was at this tume that extraoidinary earthquakes
occuried threughout Gieece, both Boeotia and Achaea
and the countiy on the Crisaean Gulf?! bemng badly
shaken And countless towns and eight cities were
levelled to the giound, among which were Chaeronea
and Coronea and Patrae and all of Naupactus,? where
there was also gieat loss of ife. And the eaith was
rent asunder i many places and formed chasms.
Now some of these openmings came together again so
that the earth presented the same form and
appearance as before, but i other places they
remamned open, with the consequence that the
people m such places aie not able to intermungle
with each other except by making use of many
detours But in the gulf between Thessaly and
Boeotia 3 there was a sudden mnflux of the sea at the
city called Echinus and at Scarphea 1n Boeotia And
advancing far over the land 1t deluged the towns
there and levelled them immediately. And for a long
time the sea thus wisited the mainland, so that
for a very considerable period 1t was possible for
men on foot to walk to the islands which are mnside
this gulf, since the water of the sea, obviously, had
abandoned 1its proper place,and, strange to say,spread
over the land as far as the mountains which 11se
there But when the sea returned to 1ts proper
place, fish were left on the giound, and since their
appealance was altogether unfamiliar to the people
of the country, they seemed a kind of prodigy.
And thinking them edible they picked them up to

1 A northern arm of the Gulf of Corinth

* Modern Lepanto, 3 The Malac Gulf
1 o Haury : &ia oxfipe MSS : &a oxiopara editors
2 7% fardoon K: om L. 3wy Ketiyi L
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xxv. 22-25

boil them, but when the heat of the fire touched
them the ‘whole body was reduced to a hquid
putiefaction of an unbearable sort. But in that
locality wheie the so-called Cleft 1s located there
was a tiemendous earthquake which caused moie
loss of Iife than 1n all the 1est of Greece, particularly
on account of a certamn festival which they happened
to be celebiating theie and for which many had
gathered 1n that place fiom all Gieece

In Italy the following took place The people of
Croton and the soldiers who constituted the garnson
there, commanded by Palladus, were bemg very
closely besieged by the Goths, and hard pressed as
they were by scaraty of piovisions, they had many
times sent to Sialy without bemng detected by the
enemy, calling to witness the commanders of the .
Roman army thete, especially Artabanes, and saying
that, 1f they did not ielieve them at the earliest
possible moment, they would, hittle as they wished
1t, suriender themselves and the caity to the enemy
not long thereafter  But no one came from there to
assist them. And the winter drew to a close, and
the seventeenth yea1 ended in this war, the history
of which Procopius has wutten

3 érel K 3¢ énl L. Eruxor K= Eruxov ydp L
5 moarol L om K
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XXVI

Bur the emperor, learning of the situation at
Croton, sent to Greece and ordered the garrison of
Thermopylae to sail with all speed to Italy and biing
all the assistance imn their power to the besieged m
Croton And they acted accoidingly, setting sail
with gieat haste, and chancing to find a favouring
wind, they put in unexpectedly at the haibour of
Croton And the baibarans, upon seeing the fleet
all of a sudden, were plunged immediately into great
fear and 1n wild confusion broke up the siege. Now
some of them made their escape by ship to the
harbour of Tarentum, while others, going by land,
withdiew to Mt Scylaeum  And this event humbled
the spirit of the Goths still more In consequence
of this Ragnaiis, a Goth of very great note, who
commanded the garuson at Tarentum, and Moras,
who commanded the guards in Acherontia, opened
negotiations, by the wish of their soldiers, with
Pacurius son of Peranmius, commander of the Romans
i Dryus, and agreed that, on condition they should
receive pledges for thewr safety fiom the Emperor
Justiman, they would smirender themselves with
therr commands to the Romans together with the
strongholds they had been set to guaid In order,
then, to confirm this agreement Pacunus journeyed
to Byzantium

Naises now set out from Salones and moved
agamnst Totila and the Goths with the whole Roman
army, which was an extraordinauly large one, for

1 3¢ wel idvres K & érefidvres L
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he had ieceived from the empeior an exceedingly
large sum of money, with which he wus, first,
to gather a very foimidable army and meet the
other requunements of the war, and, after that, to
pay the soldiers in Italy all the money which was
due to them from the past, for the empeior had
been dehnquent m this matter for a long time, since
the soldiers weie not iecening fiom the public
treasury, as was usual, the pay assigned to them, fur-
thermore, he was to bring pressure to bear also upon
those soldiers who had deseited to Totila, so that
they would be rendered tractable by this money and
reverse their choice of allegiance

Indeed, though the Emperor Justiman had pre-
viously conducted this war very neghgently, he made
the most notable prepaiation for 1t at the last. Fo
when Naises saw thal he wgently desired him to
lead an expedition agamnst Italy, he displayed an
ambition becoming to a general, declaring that on no
other condition would he obey the emperor’s com-
mand than that he should take with him forces
sufficient to the purpose  So by taking this position
he obtamned fiom the emperor money and men and
arms 1 quantities worthy of the Roman empue, and
he himself displayed a most tireless enthusiasm
and so collected an adequate army For he not
only took with hmm a great number of Roman
soldiers from Byzantium, but he also collected many
from the lands of Thrace and Illyricum  And John,
too, with his own army and that left by his father-

® &rnuernuéves Lir om. K }
8 adrdv—eldey Lit abrdv olov éyreluevor vapaiis elde K
3 érayyéadorr: Chust: dmayyéarorrt MSS.
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m-law Germanus, accompanied him. Moreover,
Audumn, riler of the Lombards, having been won
over by the Empelor Justiman by the use of much
money and 1n accordance with the treaty of alliance,
selected twenty-five hundied of lus followers who
wele capable warriors and sent them to fight with
the Romans , and these were also attended by moie
than three thousand fighting men as servants And
he also had with him more than thiee thousand
of the Eruhan nation, all horsemen, commanded by
Philemuth and others, besides great numbers of
Huns. Dagisthaeus too was there with his followers,
having been released from prison for this purpose,
also Cabades, with many Peisian deserters (this man
was son of Zames and grandson of Cabades the
Persian king, and has been mentioned 1n the pievious
narrative® as having escaped flom his uncle Chosroes
by the efforts of the ““ chanaianges ” 2 and having come
long before to the land of the Romans) There
was also Asbadus, a young man of the race of the
Gepaedes and an especially active man, having with
him four hundred men of his 1ace who wete capable
warriors  Besides these there was Aruth of the
nation of the Eiuli, who fiom boyhood had ad-
mited Roman ways and had made the daughter of
Mauricius son of Mundus his married wife, bemg
himself a most valiant fighter, and bringing with
him a large number of Eruh who were especially
distingmished in the perils of war Finally there
was John suinamed the Glutton, whom I have men-
tioned 1n the preceding narrative,® bringing a large
force of able Roman soldiers
! Book I xxmn 7

2 A Persian title meaning ‘“ general” , of Book I v 4
3 Book II xx, 15, etc.
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Naises, for us part,was a man of princely generosity
and extraodinarily eager to help those who needed 1t,
and being ‘clothed with great power by the emperor
he exercised his judgment the more freely 1egarding
those matters 1n which he was interested Conse-
quenily many commandeis and soldiers as well had
m foimer times expeuenced s generosity  Natur-
ally, then, when he was appointed General against
Totila and the Goths, each and every one desired
most eageily to serve under him, some wishmng to
repay lum for old favours, and others probably ex-
pecting, as was natwal, to receive great gifts from
his hand  But the Eiuli and the other barbarians
were paiticulaily well disposed towards him, having
been especially well tieated by him

When they had reached a pomt very close to
Venetia, he sent a messenger to the rulers of the
Fianks who commanded the fortiesses there, demand-
ing that they allow his army fiee passage, as bemg
friends  But they said that thev would by no means
concede this to Narses, not openly ievealing the
real reason, but with all possible caie concealing the
fact that it was in the interest of the Franks or
because of their good-will toward the Goths that
they weie baning his passage, and putting forwaid
a kind of pretext wlich did not appear yery plausible,
by saying that he came binging with him Lombards
who were their bitterest enemies  Narses was at first
puzzled by this and enquired of the Itahans who
were with him what should be done, but some men
brought the news that, even if the Fianks permutted
them to pass thiough this country, they would still

i dohyyeardv L érdyyeandy V 5 ¢ nal Lis eieng V.
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be utterly unable to get on from there to Ravenna,
nor could he march that way any farther than the
city of Veiona For Totila, they reported, had
gathered whatever was notable in the Gothic army,
and appomnting as General over them Teias the
Goth, a conspicuously able warnoi, had sent him
to the city of Verona, which was subject to the Goths,
for the purpose of preventing, as far as in hum lay,
the Roman army from passing by ~ This was 1n fact
the case

By the time Teias entered the city of Verona, he
had shut off entirely the 10ad by which s enemy
must pass, having by artificial means made the land
which boirders the Po River such that it was alto-
gether out of the question to travel mn it or through
1t, for he had in some places constructed brush
entanglements and ditches and gullies, 1n others
sloughs of the greatest depth and ceitamn expanses
of swampy giound, while he himself with the Gothic
army was maintaining close guaid so as to engage
with the Romans 1if they should make any attempt
to pass by that 10ad  Now Totila had devised these
things with the 1dea that the Romans would never
be able, on the one hand, to make the march along
the coast of the Jonian Gulf, for a great number of
navigable riveis have thewr mouths there and make
the route entirely impassable, and, on the other
hand, he thought that they ceitainly did not have
ships 1n such numbers as to ferry the whole army 1n
a body acioss the Ioman Gulf, while 1f they should
sail mn small groups, he himself with the 1emainder
of the Gothic army would with no trouble stop the
disembarkation on each occasion Such was the
purpose of Totila in giving these ordeis, which were
bemg duly executed by Teias
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Narses thus found himself completely bewildeied,
but John, the nephew of Vitahan, being fammliar with
these regions, advised him to proceed with the whole
aimy along the coast, the imnhabitants of this district,
as previously stated,! bemg subject to them, while
some of the ships and a large number of small boats
accompanied them  For wheneve: they should come
to the mouth of a river, they would thiow a buidge
of these boats across the river's current, and thus
render the crossing comparatively easy Such was
the advice of John, and Naises was persuaded, and
in this way made the journey to Ravenna with the
whole army.

XXVII

WaiLe these things weie gomng on as deseribed,
the following took place Ildigisal the Lombard
has been mentioned mn the preceding nariative? as
a personal enemy of Auduin, who was the ruler of
these barbamans (indeed the kangship belonged to
this man by birth, but Auduin had taken 1t from
him by wviolent means), he now escaped fiom his
native land and set out for Byzantium And when
he arrived there the Emperor Justinmian treated him
with very particular consideration and appointed him
commander of one of the companies of guards as-
signed to the palace, which they call “scholae ™3
And he was followed by no fewer than three hundred

1 Chap xxiv 8
? Book VII xxxv. 19, where he 1s called Ildiges.
3 1¢ “‘schools,”
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able wairiois of the Lombard nation, who at fiist
hved together m Thiace. Audum accordingly de-
manded Ildigisal fiom the Emperor Justinman on
the ground that he was a friend and ally of the
Romans, clainung as payment for his friendship the
betiayal of the supplant to him But Justmian
1efused absolutely to give him u

Late: on, however, Ildigisal began to make the
complaint that both lis rank and his mamntenance
were not commensmate with lis worth and the
good name of the Romans and appeared to be ex-
ceedingly dissatisfied. Now this was obseived by
Goai, a Goth, who had long ago come there fiom
Dalmatia as a captive taken in this wai, at the time
when Vittigis, king of the Goths, was carrying on
the war agamnst the Romans, and bemg an im-
petuous and exceedingly active fellow, he was m
constant 1ebellion agamnst the fate which was upon
hm  But when the Goths, after the oveithrow of
Vittigis, planned a 1evolution and took up aims
agamst the emperor, he was clearly caught working
agamst the state And bemg condemned to eule,
he proceeded to the ety of Antinous m Egypt,
where he spent a long time under this pumishment
But later the empeior, moved by pity, brought him
back to Byzantium. This Goar, then, seeing Ildigisal
m a state of discontent, as I have said, kept after
him without interruption and tried to persuade hum
to take to flight, promusing that he would leave
Byzantium with him  And since this plan pleased
them, they fled suddenly with only a few followers,
and upon reaching the Thracian caty of Apri, they

4 oy’ Avrwdou Hamy ravrdr L, vavrdy V.
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jomned forces with the Lombards who were there
Next they came by chance upon the mmperial hoise
pastures and took from them a great number of
hoises, which they took with them as thev pio-
ceeded

But when the emperor learned of this, he sent
mto all Thrace and Illyricum and instructed all
commanders and soldieis to use every means in
thewr power to check these runaways. And first
of all a small number of the Huns called Cutrigurs
(men who had migrated from then ancestral abodes,
as I have stated not long since,! and settled mn
Thrace with the emperor’s permission) came to an
engagement with these fugitives But they were
defeated 1n battle and some of them fell, while the
rest were 1outed and did not continue the pursuit,
but remamned wheie they were. Thus Ildigisal and
Goar with their followers passed thiough the whole
of Thiace, not molested by anyone. But upon
reaching Illyrcum they found a Roman army caie-
fully gathered to oppose them Now this army was
commanded by Aiatws, Rheerthangus, Leomanus,
Anmuth, and otheis, all of whom happened to
have been riding the whole day And upon reaching
a wooded place about mghtfall they had stopped,
mtending to bivouac and so pass the might there.
So these commanders gave their soldiers the usual
orders, mstructing them to care for then horses and
to refiesh themselves beside the river which flowed
by, thus repairing the fatigue of the journey. They
themselves meanwhile took with them three or four
bodyguards each and i a concealed place began to

! Chap %, 7
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drink from the river ; for they were naturally suffering
from severe thust But the men of Goar and Ildigisal
who were near by had sent out scouts and found
thisout So falling unexpectedly upon them as they
drank they slew every man of them, and thereafter
they conducted their march as they pleased without
further fear For the soldiers, finding themselves
without commandeis, fell into a state of perplexity,
and being completely at a loss began to withdraw.
So Goar and Ildigisal made their escape mn this way
and came to the Gepaedes.

Now 1t so happened that a certain man named
Ustrigothus had fled from the Gepaedes to the
Lombards in the following crcumstances  Ele-
mundus, who had been king of the Gepaedes, had
been taken from the world by disease not long
before, this Ustrigothus bemng his only surviving
child; but Thonsin had forced hm aside (for he
was still a striphng) and had thus secured the
power Consequently the boy, having no means of
defending himself against the aggressor, departed
from his native land and made off to the Lombards,
who were then at war with the Gepaedes Buta
Iittle later a reconciliation was effected by the
Gepaedes with both the Emperor Justiman and the
Lombard nation, and they bound themselves by the
most solemn oaths that fiom that time forth they
would preserve an eternal friendship with each
other And as soon as the details of the agree-
ment had been most firmly fixed, both the Emperor
Justinian and Auduin, ruler of the Lombards, sent
to Thorsin, the ruler of the Gepaedes, demanding
the surrender of Ildigisal as a common enemy, ask-
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ing that he make the betiayal of his suppliant the
first proof of lus fiiendship to them

He then conferied on the situation with the
notable men of the Gepaedes and eagerly asked
whether he was bound to fulfil the demand of the
two sovereigns And they forbade him absolutely
to do so, fimly declaring that 1t was better for the
nation ot the Gepaedes to persh forthwith with
their women and thewr whole stock rather than to
become polluted by such an impiety Upon hearmg
this Thorisin was plunged nto uncertainty For
nerther could he perform the deed against the will
of his subjects, nor did he wish to reviie once more
a wai against the Romans and Lombards which had
been brought to an end with great labour and ex-
penditure of tume Latei, however, he thought of
the following plan He sent to Audwin and de-
manded the suniender of Ustrigothus, son of Ele-
mundus, urgmng him to commit a sin equal to the
one mged upon himself, and mviting him to betray
one supphant 1n exchange fo1 the other In this way
he hoped that he would finstrate their demand
through dread of a simular tiansgression and would
immediately catch Audum himself by the pioposed
illieit compact  So when they had reached these
deaisions and undeistood clearly that neither Lom-
bards nor Gepaedes were willing to have any share
1in the pollution, they did nothing at all openly, but
each of them put the enemy of the other to death
by stealth  But as to how they did this, I shall not
undertake to tell; for the accounts of this matte:
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do not agree with each other, but differ widely, as
1s natural i matters of a very secret nature. Such
was the end of the story of Ildigisal and Ustrigothus.

XXVIII

Waen! the forces of Narses reached the city of
Ravenna, they were joined by the genetals Valerian
and Justinus and whatever of the Roman aimy was
left m that region Now when they had spent nine
days’ time at Ravenna, Usdiilas,a Goth and an excep-
tionally capable warrior, commander of the gaiiison at
Ariminum, wrote to Valeuian as follows ¢ Though
you have filled the woild with talk of you and have
already captivated the whole of Italy with the
visions of your power, and have assumed an air of
supercilious pride quite above the level of mortal
men, and though you have mn this way frightened
the Goths, as you fondly mmagme, you nevertheless
now sit in Rayvenna without at all shewing your own
forces to yowr enemy, thiough your policy of keeping
hidden—no doubt as a way of guarding still this
proud spuit of yows—but using a heterogeneous
hoide of baibarrans with which to rum the land
which belongs to you in no sense whatever But
anise with all speed and henceforth essay the deeds
of war, shew yourselves to the Goths, and do not
tantalize us longer with meie hope, since we have
been awaiting the spectacle a long time.”  Such was
the message of the lette

When this was brought to Naises and seen by
him, he laughed at the effrontery of the Goths and

! The narrative 1s resumed from chap. xxv1

8 yerdoas LV karayerdoas MS. a corr , Maltretus
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immediately prepared his whole army for depaiture,
leaving a ganison with Justinus at Ravenna But
when they came close to the city of Aimminum, they
found that the road from that pomnt was not easy,
since the Goths had not long before damaged the
bridge there For the river which flows by Armminum
15 scaircely passable for a single unarmed man
mahing his way on foot over the bridge with great
labour and difficulty, and that too when no one 1s
harassing him o1 disputing the passage ;1 but for a
large number of men, particulaily when under arms,
and above all when confronted by an enemy, 1t is
mmpossible by any means whatever to make that
crossing  Consequently Narses went to the site of
the bridge accompanied by a few, and bemg
thoioughly perplexed he was considenng carefully
what solution he could possibly find for the difficulty
And Usdulas also came thither, bringing some of
his horsemen, lest anything that was done should
escape him Then one of the followeis of Narses
diew hus bow and shot at them, and he hit one of
then horses and killed 1t outright And the company
of Usdrilas for the moment depaited from there m
haste and got inside the fortifications, but 1mmedi-
ately rushed out against the Romans thiough another
gate, bringing with them otheis of then most warlike
men, mn owder to fall upon them unexpectedly and
destioy Narses forthwith. For in reconnoitring the
aiossing for the army he had already reached the
other side of the river But certam of the Rrul
by some chance encountered them there and slew

1 The splendid bridge of Augustus over the Marecchia (ane
Fluvwus Aruvninus), which still stands must have been very
much damaged to justify this statement of Procopius.
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Usdrlas, and since he was 1dentified by a Roman
they cut off his head, and coming nto the Roman
camp displayed 1t to Narses and so stiengthened
the courage of all, for they inferied fiom what had
happened that Heaven was hostile to the Goths,
seeing that in seeking to ambush the geneial of
thewr enemy they themselves, not through any plot
or preconceived plan, had suddenly lost then own
commander

But Narses, in spite of the fall of Usdrilas,
commander of the garmson at Armmmum, pushed
forward with the army For he did not wish to
trouble Arimmum nor any other place held by the
enemy, mn order that no time mught be wasted by
him and the accomplishment of the most impoitant
thing be crowded out by that which was mcidental
to his task. The enemy, for their part, now that
therr commander had fallen, remamed quiet and
sought no longer to block his way, so that Narses
without a fear spanned the 1iver with a budge and
took the entire army across without any trouble
Fiom there he left the Flamiman Way and went to
the left For the place called Petia Peitusa, whose
naturally strong fortiess has been described by me
in the previous nanative,! had been occupied by his
opponents long before, and consequently the road
was closed to the Romans and 1t was out of the
question to pass thiough, as far at least as the
Flamiman Way was concerned. Narses accordingly
left the shoiter 10ad on this account and went by
the 10ad which could be tiavelled

1 Book VI x1.10-14
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XXIX

Sucu were the events of the maich of the Roman
army. Now Totila, having already learned what
had taken place 1n Venetia, at fiist 1emained quiet
m the viemity of Rome awaiting Teias and his atmy
But when they had come and only two thousand
horsemen weie still missing, Totila, without awaiting
these, started on the maich with all the rest of the
army 1n order to encounter the enemy 1n a smtable
place  But he learned on this march both what had
befallen Usdrilas and also that his enemy had passed
by Ariminum, whereupon he crossed the whole of
Tuscany, and upon 1eaching the mountains called
the Apennines established lis camp there and
remained close to a wvillage which the inhabitants
call Taginae.! And the Roman army led by Narses
also made camp on the Apennines not long afterward
and remamed 1n that position, about one hundred
stades distant fiom the camp of their opponents, in
a place which 1s level but suirounded by many hills
close by, the very place wheie once, they say,
Camullus as general of the Romans defeated in battle
and destroyed the host of the Gauls® And the
place even to my day bears witness to this deed in
1ts name and preserves the memory of the disaster
which betell the Gauls, being called Busta Gallorum.?
For the Latins call the 1emains of the funeral pyre
“busta.” And theie are great numbers of mounded
tombs of their bodies 1 this place.

1 More properly Tadinum , modern Gualdo Tadino.

2 This statement 1s quite untiue as 1t stands

3 Ie ‘ Sepulchres of the Gauls ” Here again Procopius 1s
far from the truth The Busta Gallorum of Lavy V xlvin
were 1n the city of Rome 353
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Now Narses immediately sent from there some of
lus associatés, bidding them evhort Totila to lay
agide waifare and at last make plans for peace, for
he must realize that as ruler of only a small number
of men 1ecently banded together by no law, he would
not be able to contend for very long with the whole
Roman empire  But he told them this also, that, if
they saw that Totila was deteimined to fight, they
should immediately urge hum to appomnt a definite
day for the battle. These envoys accordingly came
before Totila and cariied out thew instiuctions.
And he i a spmit of bravado began to boast
that by all means they must fight, but the envoys
1ejomed quickly, ¢ Very well, good Sir, appoint some
definite time for the engagement” Whereupon he
mmediately said, “ At the end of eight days let us
match our strength.” So the envoys returned to
Narses and repoited then agreement, whereupon
he, suspecting that Totila was planning treachery,
made preparations to fight on the following day
And m fact he was nght in s judgment of the
purpose of his enemy. Foi on the succeeding day
Totila was at hand self-announced with his whole
army. And immediately the two aimies took up
positions opposite one another, not more than two
bowshots apait,

Now there was a small hill there which both were
eager to occupy, thinking that 1t was favourably
situated for their purposes, both m order to shoot
at their opponents fiom a high pomt of vantage,
and also because the ground bemng hilly thereabout,
as I have previously stated, 1t was impossible for
anyone to encircle the Roman camp on that side

L rakray A Tavriy 'V 2 ¢ Maltretus ror MSS
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and get behind 1t except by following a single path
which happened to skirt the ull  Consequently
both of them were bound to consider 1t of particular
mportance , the Goths, i order that they might
surround their enemy duning the engagement and
so place them between two forces, and the Romans,
m order that they might not have this thing
happen to them. But Narses had anticipated the
Goths by choosing fifty infantrymen from a cohort
and sending them late at might to occupy and hold
the hill  And they, finding none of the enemy 1n the
- way, went there and remained qmet Now there 1s
a certamn water-course m front of the hill, running
along the path which I have just mentioned and
opposite the spot where the Goths had made their
camp, and 1t was at this pomnt that the fifty took
up their position, standing shoulder to shoulder and
ariayed 1n the form of a phalanx as well as the
limited space permitted

After day came, Totila saw what had happened
and was eager to dislodge them  So he immediately
sent a troop of horsemen agamst them with orders
to drive them out from there as quickly as possible
The horsemen accordingly charged upon them with
great hubbub and shouting, intending to capture
them at the fist ay, but the Romans drew up
together mto a small space and, making a baruer
with their shields and thiusting forwaid their spears,
held their ground. Then the Goths came on,
chaiging in haste and thus getting themselves mnto
disorder, while the fifty, pushing with then shields
and thrusting very rapidly with their spears, which
were nowheie allowed to interfere one with the
other, defended themselves most vigorously against
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thewr assailants; and they purposely made a din
with then shields, ternifying the horses, on the one
hand, by this means, and the men, on the other,
with the ponts of thewr spears. And the horses
became excited, because they were gireatly troubled
both by the rough giound and by the din of the
shields, and also because they could not get tlnough
anywheie, while the men at the same time were
gradually worn out, fighting as they were with men
packed so closely together and not giving an inch
of ground, and trying to manage horses that did
not mn the least obey their urging So they were
repulsed n the fist attack and 10de back. And a
second time they made the attempt and retired with
the same experience  Then, after faring thus many
times, they no longer continued the attack, but
Totila substituted another t10op for this work. And
when they fared as their piredecessors had, still
others undertook the task So after Totila had in
this way sent i many troops and had accomplished
nothing with all of them, he finally gave up

Thus the fifty won gieat 1enown for valour, but
two of them distingmished themselves particularly in
this action, Paulus and Ansilas, who had leaped out
from the phalanx and made a display of valour
surpassing all otheirs For they diew their swords
and laid them on the ground, and then stretched
thewr bows and kept shooting with a most telling
aim at the enemy. And they destioyed many men
and many horses as well, as long as theirr quivers
still held aiiows At length, when their missiles had
now entuely failed them, seizing their swords and
holding their shields before them, all by themselves
they warded off the assailants And whenever any
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of then opponents on horseback came at them with
their spears, they immediately broke off the heads of
the spears with a blow of thewr swords But after
they had n this manner checked the onrushes of the
enemy many times, 1t came about that the sword
of one of them (this was Paulus) was bent double by
the fiequent cutting of the wooden shafts and so
was utteily useless This then he immediately
threw on the giound, and seizing the spears with
both hands he would wrench them from his as-
sallants. And by wienching four spears fiom the
enemy n this way in the sight of all he made
himself the chief cause of thewr abandonming their
attempt Wherefore, 1n consequence of the explot,
Narses made hum a peisonal guard of his own from
that time on.

XXX

Sucu was the progress of these events. Both
aimies now prepated for action. And Narses
gathered his army in a small space and exhorted
them as follows ¢ When an aimy 1s entering the
combat with 1ts strength evenly matched with that
of the enemy, a long speech of exhortation and
encomagement would perhaps be necessary of the
sort which would inspire the men with ardour, n
oider that, bemng supenor to the enemy in this
respect they might find the issue of the combat
wholly what they wish. But m your case, my
men, you who have to fight against an army vastly
mferror to you in valour, n numbers, and m
every sort of equipment besides, I think nothing

3 & iy Haury : v MSS
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further 1s necessary than that we enter this engage-
ment with God propitious to us. Do you, then,
mvoke His alliance with unceasing prayer, and so
fare forth with great contempt to achieve the over-
throw of these robbers, who, bemng origmally slaves
of the great empeiror and then turmng fugitives and
setting a tyrant oveir themselves who was a worthless
fellow from the common rabble, have been able for
a certain season to work havoc in the Roman empire
by theiwr thievish actions And yet one would have
supposed that these men would not even have
arrayed themselves agamnst us mow, if they had
considered the probabihities Yet they are playing
a desperate game with an irrational sort of boldness
and displaying the rashness of frenzy, and m this
spuit they daie to embrace a death which obwviously
awaits them, not shielding themselves by a 1eason-
able hope, nor even looking forward to see what
will fall to thewr lot through a stiange and un-
expected tuin of events, but being ndisputably led
on by God to the punishment earned by their
admimistration of the state. For such men as have
been condemned to suffer by the poweis above
move on to their pumshment unaided But aside
from this, while you for your part aie entermng this
combat in defence of a lawful government, they are
in revolt agamnst the laws and fighting a battle of
despeiation, not expecting to tiansmt anything they
hold to any successois, but well assured that 1t will
all perish with them and that the hope on which
they live 1s ephemeral  Consequently they deserve
thoroughly to be despised  For those who are not
orgamzed under law and good government are
bereft of all vuntue, and the wictory, maturally, 1s
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already decided; for wictory is not accustomed to
range 1tself agamst the vitnes” Such was the
exhortation which Narses made.

And Totila hikewise, seeing his men i abject
terror of the Roman army, called them all togethe:
and spoke as follows: “ Fellow-soldiers, I have
brought you together here with the puipose of
making a fmal exhortation For no other ad-
momition will, I believe, be necessary after this
battle, but the result will certamnly be that the
war will be decided on one day  For so thoroughly
have both we and the Empeior Justinian become
exhausted and stripped of all power through being
subjected to toils and battles and hardships for an
exceedingly long time, and so completely have we
found ourselves unable to meet the demands of the
war, that, if we shall overcome our opponents 1n this
present engagement, they will be utteily unable to
come back in the future, while 1if we meet with any
reverse 1 this battle, no hope will be left the Goths
of 1enewing the fight, but either side will have in
defeat a thoioughly sufficient excuse for action
For when men once give up the fight agamst
overwhelming obstacles, they no longer have the
courage to return to them, but even when they are
pethaps strongly impelled to do so by actual need,
their heaits rebel, for the memory of thewr failure
makes their spirit quail. Having heard this, my
men, play the brave part with all your might,
without holding any fighting power in reseive for
some other occasion, and put your whole stiength
mto the stiuggle without trymng to save your bodies
for another danger. And let theie be on yowr part

1 airols A abriis V
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no spating of arms or of horses, for they will never
agam be useful to you. For fortune, having de-
molished everything else, has preserved only the
ultimate hope for this day Tune your heaits, then,
to a high courage, and make ready for deeds ot
noble daring For when hope hangs by a thiead,
as 1t now does with you, the only safe course will
be not to lose courage for the briefest moment
of time  For after the pomnt of the crsis has passed,
zeal becomes for ever woithless, even though 1t
be of an altogether immoderate sort, since the nature
of things has no place for valour after the event, for
once the need has passed, everything which follows
must necessarily be too late I believe, then, that
you should enter the struggle making the best use
of every opportunity which piesents itself in action,
so that you may be enabled also to enjoy the
benefits to come fiom 1t And you undeistand well
that 1o the present situation he who flees thoroughly
deserves ns own destruction. For men abandon
thewr post and flee for no other 1eason than that
they may hive , but if flight can be seen to involve
the death of the fugitive, he who faces the danger
will be i much gieater safety than the man who
flees But the vast number of the enemy 1s worthy
only to be despised, seemng that they present a
collection of men from the gieatest possible number
of nations For an alliance which 1s patched to-
gether from many sources gives no fim assurance
of either loyalty or powei, but bemmg spht up
nationality 1t 1s natuially divided hkewise in purpose
And do not think that Huns and Lombaids and
Eruli, hued by them with I know not how much
money, will ever endanger themselves for them to
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the pomt of death For life with them 1s not so
cheap as te take second place to silver mn their
estimation, but I well know that after makmg
an appeaiance of fighting they will desert with all
speed, erther because they have recerved their pay, or
as carrymg out the oiders of their own commanders
For even things that seem most dehghtful,—to say
nothing of what happens i war—if they do not tumun
out in accordance with men’s wishes, but if they are
forced or hired or subject to any other compulsion,
then such things will come no longer to be accounted
pleasant, but by reason of the compulsion appear
detestable. Remembering these things let us with
all enthusiasm engage with the enemy.”

XXXI

Tuus then spoke Totila And the armies drew
together for battle and arrayed themselves as
follows. All the foices m each army took theiwr
stand facing the enemy, making the phalanx as
deep as possible and the front veiy long And the
Roman left wing was held by Narses and John near
the hill, and with them was the flower of the Roman
army , for each of them had, apart from the other
soldiels, a gieat following of speaimen and guards
and baibanian Huns, all chosen for thewr valour;
and on the right were ariayed Valerian and John
the Glutton along with Dagisthaeus and all the rest
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of the Romans Furthermore, they placed on both
wings about eight thousand unmounted bowmen
fiom the regular troops But at the centre of the
phalanx Narses had placed the Lombards and the
nation of the Eruli and all the other barbanans,
causing them to dismount from thewr horses and
makmg them mnfantiy, mn order that, if 1t should
chance that they turned cowaids in the engagement
or deserted, they might not be too eager to fly.
Now Naises had set the extreme left wing of the
Roman front at an angle, placing fifteen hundred
cavalry there And the nstiuctions previously
gwen provided that the five hundied, on the one
hand, should rush to the rescue the moment that
any of the Romans chanced to be driven back, while
the thousand, at the moment when the enemy’s
infantry began action, were to get behind them
immediately and thus place them between two
forces And Totila arrayed his army in the same
way opposite his enemy Then gomng along his own
battle-line he kept encouraging s soldiers with
voice and espression and mging them to boldness
Narses hikewise did the same thing, holding in the
an bracelets and necklaces and golden bridles on
poles and displaymg certain other incentives to
biavery m the coming stiuggle For some time,
however, neither army began battle, but both
remamed quiet awaiting the assault of their
opponents

But later on one man of the Gothic army named

2 fraywyhy Maltretus dmorayfy MSS
3 weyrarocios Maltretus mevrakooiors Te rat xiAlois MSS,
4 adrois Hoeschel adrods MSS
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Coceas, who had a great reputation as an active
fighter, 10de his horse out and came close to the
Roman army and uttered a challenge, if anyone was
willing to come foith agamst him 1n single combat
Now this Coccas happened to be one of the Roman
soldiers who had pieviously deserted to Totia
And immediately one of the speaimen of Naises
stood forth against him, a man of Armeman birth
named Anzalas, who was likewise mounted on a
horse  Coccas then made the first rush and charged
his foe 1n order to smute him with his spear, aiming
the weapon at his belly But Anzalas, by suddenly
turning his horse aside, caused the charge of his
enemy to be futile By this manceuvre he was
placed on lis enemy’s flank and he now thrust his
spear mto his left side  And Coccas fell from his
horse to the ground and lay theie a dead man,
Whereupon a tremendous shout arose from the
Roman army, but even then neither side began any
fighting.

But Totila now went alone mto the space between
the aimies, not in order to engage mn single combat,
but i oider to pievent his opponents from using
the present opportunity For he had learned that
the two thousand Goths who had been missing were
now diawing near, and so he sought to put off the
engagement until thewr arrival by doing as follows.
Fust of all, he was not at all reluctant to make an
exhibition to the enemy of what manner of man he
was For the armour i which he was clad was
abundantly plated with gold and the ample adorn-
ments which hung fiom is cheek-plates as well as
fiom his helmet and speai were not only of purple
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but m other 1espects befitting a king, marvellous in
their abundance And he himself, sitting upon a
very laige hoise, began to peiform the dance under
arms skilfully between the aimies  For he wheeled
Ins horse 10und 1 a cirele and then turned him
again to the other side and so made him 1un round
and round And as he rode he hurled his javelin
into the au and caught 1t again as 1t quivered above
him, then passed 1t 1apidly from hand to hand, shifting
1t with consummate skill, and he gloried m his
practice in such matters, falling back on his
shoulders, spreading his legs and leaning fiom side
to side, like one who has been instructed with
precision 1 the art of dancing fiom childhood.
By these tacties he wore away the whole early part
of the day. And wishing to prolong indefimitely
the postponement of the battle, he sent to the
Roman army saying that he wished to confer with
them But Narses declaied that he must be trifling,
seemg that he had been set on fighting at the time
when there was oppoitumity to mahe proposals, but
now, upon reaching the battle-field, he came forward
to parley.
XXXII

MeanwuiLe the two thousand Goths airnived, and
when Totila had learned that they had reached the
stockade, seeing that 1t was time for the morning meal,
he hinself went off to his own tent and the Goths
began to break up their formation and retire  And
when Totila reached his quaiters, he found the two
thousand already present He then commanded

2 kal—ékdrepa V. om A
3 & Adyovs Scahiger . edAdyws MSS
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL. xxxn. 2—7

all to take their meal, and changing his entire
equipment he armed hmmself with all care with
the private soldier’s equipment and led the army
out straightway against his enemy, thinking that
he would fall upon them unexpectedly and thus
overwhelm them But even so he did not find
the Romans unprepared For Narses had feared,
as actually happened, that the enemy would fall
upon them when they weie not expecting it, and so
he had given orders that not a single man should
either sit down to lunch or go off to sleep or even
remove his cuirass, nor yet take his bridle off his
horse However, he did not allow them to be
altogether without food, but commanded them to
eat a small meal m ranks and with their equipment
on, meanwhile mamtaiming a sharp look-out con-
stantly and expecting the attack of the enemy.
However, they were no longer atayed mn the same
formation as before, for the Roman wings, in each
of which fowr thousand unmounted horsemen had
taken their stand, weire moved forward at Narses’
command so as to form a crescent But the Gothic
mfantry were all placed 1n a body in the rear of the
cavalry, in order that, if the horsemen should be
1outed, the fugitives might fall back upon them and
be saved, and all could then advance immediately
together.

Now orders had been given to the entne Gothic
aimy that they should use neither bow nor any
other weapon 1n this battle except their spears.
Consequently 1t came about that Totila was out-
generalled by his own folly, for mn entering this
battle he was led, by what I do not know, to throw
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against his opponents us own army with madequate
equipment’ and outflanked and 1 no respect a
match for their antagomsts For the Romans, on
the one hand, made use of each weapon 1n the fight-
g according to the particular need of the moment,
shooting with bows or thiusting with spears or
wielding swords, or using any other weapon which
was convenient and suitable at a given point, some
of them mounted on hoises and others entering the
combat on foot, their numbeis proportioned to the
needs of the situation, so that at one pomnt they
could carry out an encircling movement around the
enemy, and at another receive a charge and with
their shields stop shoit the attack The cavalry of
the Goths, on the other hand, leaving their infantry
behind, and trusting only to thew spears, made their
charge with reckless mmpetuosity, and once 1n the
nudst of the fiay they suffered for then own folly.
For in making thewr charge agamnst their enemy’s
centie they had, before they realized 1t, placed them-
selves m between the eight thousand infantry, and
bemng raked Dby their bowshots from either side
they gave up immediately, since the bowmen kept
gradually tuining both the wmgs of thewr front
so as to foom the ciescent which I have mentioned
above. Consequently the Goths lost many men as
well as many horses in this phase of the encounter
before they had ever engaged with thewr opponents,
and only after they had expenenced very heavy
losses did they with difficulty finally reach the ranks
of their enemy.

At this pomnt I cannot admire any of the Romans
or of their barbanan allies moie than the others, For
they all shewed a common enthusiasm and displayed
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the same valour and energy in action, for each of them
recerved the enemy’s attack with the utmost vigour
and repulsed the assault And it was now toward
evening when each of the two armies suddenly began
to move, the Goths in retreat and the Romans in
pursuit. For the Goths could no longer hold out
against the onslanght of thew enemy, but began to
give ground before their attacks, and finally turned
precipitately, terufied by themr great numbers and
their perfect order. And they gave not a thought to
resistance, being as filled with terror as if some appari-
tions of the air had fallen upon them or as if Heaven
were warring agamnst them. But when shortly they
reached thewr own infantry, thewr misfortune was
doubled and trebled Forthey did not come to them
in an orderly retreat, as with the purpose of recover-
ing thewr breath and renewing the fight with their
assistance, as 1s customary, indeed they had no
mtention erther of throwing back then pursuers by
a massed attack or of undeitaking a counter pursumit
o1 any other military manceuvre, but they aruved in
such disorder that some of the men were actually
destroyed by the onrushing cavaliy Consequently
the mnfantry did not open itervals to 1ecerve them
nor stand fast to rescue them, but they all began to
flee precipitately with the cavalry, and m the rout
they kept killing each other just as m a battle at
mght Meanwhile the Roman aimy, profiting by
their panie, continued to kill without mercy all who
fell mn thewr way, while their victims offered no
defence nor daied look them in the face, but gave
themselves up to thewr enemy to treat as they

2 airods Hoeschel mn margin + adrols MSS
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wished ; so thoioughly had terror settled upon them
and panic possessed them.

Six thousand of the Goths perished in this battle,
while great numbers put themselves mto the hands
of then opponents These the Romans for the
moment made prisoneis, but a little later they slew
them And not Goths alone were destroyed, but
also great numbers of the old Roman soldiers who
had earher detached themselves from the Roman
army and deserted, as I have told m the previous
narrative,! to Totila and the Goths. But all the
soldiers of the Gothie aimy who had the foitune
neither to perish nor to come under the hand of
their enemy were able to hide or to flee, according
as each could avail himself of horse or foot or good
luck so as to find opportumty for the one or a place
for the othex

Such was the conclusion of tlus battle, and com-
plete darkness was already settlmg down  But
Totila was in fhight through the might accompanied
by not more than five men, one of whom chanced
to be Scipuar, puisued by some of the Romans who
did not know that he was Totila, among these was
Asbadus of the Gepaedes This man had drawn
close to Totila and was chargmmg him with the
puipose of thiusting his spear imnto lis back But
a Gothic youth of the household of Totila, who was
following s fleemng master, outiaged at what was
taking place, cried aloud, ¢ What 1s this, you dog?
Are you rusling to smute your own master?” Then
Asbadus thinst his spear with all his strength at

1 Book VII xu. 7, ete
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL txan. 24-30

Totila, but he himself was wounded in the foot by
Scipuar and remamed there And Scipuar was
wounded mn turn by one of the pursuersand stopped,
whereupon those who had been makmg the pursuit
with Asbadus, four mn numbe:, gave up the chase in
order to save him, and tuined back with hrm. But
the escort of Totila, thinking that the enemy were
still pursuing them, rode forward without pausing,
taking him along with great determination, though
mortally wounded and fanting, for necessity com-
pelled them to that headlong fight So after
covermg eighty-four stades they came to a place
called Caprae.! Here they rested from travel and
endeavoured to tireat the wound of Totila, who
not long afterwards completed the term of his life
And there his followers buried him in the earth and
departed.

Such was the conclusion of the reign and the life
of Totila, who had ruled the Goths eleven years
But the end which came to him was not worthy of
his past achievements, for everything had gone well
with the man before that, and his end was not
commensmate with his deeds But heie again
Fortune was obviously disporting heiself and tearing
human affairs to shieds by way of making a display
of her own peiverse natuie and unaccountable will ,
for she had endowed Totila of her own free will
with prosperity for no particular reason for a long
time, and then after this fashion smote the man with
cowardice and destruction at the present time for no
fitting cause. But these things, I behieve, have never

1 Modern Caprara ?

3 &ybpdme: Haury conjectures dvfpdmy énl péya
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII, xxxii. 30-34

been comprehensible to man, nor will they ever
become soeat any futuie time. And yet there 1s
always much talk on this matter and opmions are
being for ever bandied about according to each
man’s taste, as he seeks comfort for his 1gnorance n
an explanation which seems reasonable But I shall
return to the pirevious narrative

The Romans, indeed, did not know that Totila
had been thus taken from the world, until a
certain woman of the Gothic 1ace told them and
pomnted out the giave. But when they heard it
they did not think the story sound, and so they
came to the spot and with no hesitation dug out
the giave and brought up from 1t the corpse of
Totila, then, they say, atter recogmzing him and
satisfying their curosity with thus sight, they again
buized him n the eaith and immediately 1eported
the whole matter to Narses

But some say that Totila’s death and this battle
happened otherwise than I have told 1t, and i1t has
seemed to me not impioper to record this version.
For these say that the ietreat of the Gothic army
did not take place in any strange and unaccountable
manner, but while some of the Romans were shoot-
mg from a distance, a missile from a bow suddenly
struck Totila, but not by the puipose of the man
who had sent 1it, for Totila was armed in the fashiorn
of a sumple soldier and the place in the phalans
wheie he stood had been chosen at random ; for he
did not wish to be manifest to his enemy, nor would
he, of course, expose himself to attack; but some
chance prepared this fate for him and directed the

2 rodre Haury . Todre MSS
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII xxxu. 34—xxx1i. 2

shaft to the man’s body Then he, having suffered
a mortal wound and bemng toirtured with intense
pan, withdrew from the phalanx with a few men
and moved slowly away And as fa1 as Caprae he
endured the suffering and contmued to rde his
hoise, but there he fainted and after that remamed
there to care for his wound, and not long afterwards
the final day of his ife came upon him  Meanwhile
the Gothic army, not being in any case a match for
thewr opponents, upon seeing also that therr com-
mander had been unexpectedly rendered unfit for
battle, became thunderstruck to think that Totila
alone among them had been mortally wounded with
no design on the part of the enemy, and consequently
they became alaimed and discouraged and were
plunged into terror which had no bounds and began
to 1etreat 1n that disgraceful manner But concein-
ing these matters let each man speak according to
his knowledge

XXXIII

Narses was overjoyed at the outcome and ceased
not attributing everything to God, an opinion which
was mdeed true ; and he proceeded to arrange all
urgent matters And fist of all he was eage: to be nnid
of the outrageous behaviour of the Lombaids under his
command, for i addition to the general lawlessness
of their conduct, they kept setting fire to whatever
buildings they chanced upon and violating by force
the women who had taken refuge in the sanctuaiies.
He accordingly propitiated them by a large gift of
money and so released them to go to themr homes,

2 ywiarer A . yevéghau V
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII. xxxii, 2-9

commanding Valerian and Damianus, his nephew,
with their°commands to escort them on the march
as far as the Roman boundary, so that they might
harm no one on the return journey. And after the
Lombards had depaited fiom Roman territory,
Valerian went mto camp near the city of Verona,
intending to besiege 1t and win 1t for the emperor.
But the garrison of this city became frightened and
opened negotlatlons with Valerian, with the purpose
of making a conditional smrender of themselves and
the mty. When this was learned by the Franks
who were keeping guard in the towns of Venetia,
they tried with all eagerness to prevent it, clamming
the nght to take charge of the land as belonging to
themselves And as a result of this, having accomp-
lished nothing, Valerian 1etired from there with his
whole army

As for the Goths who had saved themselves by
fleeing fiom the battle, they crossed the Po Raver
and occupied the eity of Ticinum and the adjacent
country, appomting Teias as ruler over them And
he found all the money which Totila had deposited
in Ticinum, and was purposing to draw the Franks
mto an alliance , he also began to organize and put
in order the Goths as well as circumstances per-
mitted, eagerly gathering them all about him.
When Naises heard this, he ordeied Valerman with
all lus force to maintain a guard near the Po River
so that the Goths might not be at liberty to assemble
freely, while he himself with all the rest of the
army marched against Rome And when he came
mto Tuscany, he took Narma by surrender and left

3 Tuwd Maltretus  meyknvd L, morfreyr V
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII. xxxiii. g—14

a garnison at Spohitium, which was then without
walls, mstructing them to rebwmld as quckly as
possible such parts of the fortifications as the Goths
had toin down And he also sent some men to
make tiial of the garmson m Peiusia. Now the
gairnson of Perusia was commanded by two Romans
who had become deserteis, Mehgedius and Uhfus;
the latter had foimerly been a bodyguard of
Cypran, but had been won over by the large
promises made to him by Totila and had treacher-
ously killed Cipuian who then commanded the
garnison of that place. Now Meligedius was for
accepting the proposals of Narses and was planning
with the men under his command to hand the aty
over to the Romans, but the party of Uhfus per-
ceived what was gomng on and banded together
openly agamst them. In the fight that followed
Ulifus was destioyed together with those who
thought as he did, and Mehgedus mmediately
surrendered Peiusia to the Romans. And Ubfus
obviously suffered 1etuibution fiom Heaven in being
destioyed at the very place wheie he himself had
murdered Cyprian Such was the course of these
events

But the Goths who weie keeping guard in Rome,
upon learning that Naises and the Roman army
were coming agamnst them and were now s ery near,
made preparations to offer the stiongest resistance
possible.  Now 1t happened that Totila had burned
many buildings of the city when he captured 1t for
the fiist time. . But finally, reasoning that the
Goths, reduced as they weie to a small number,

3 A clanse seems lost mm which was expressed a first
decision to rebuild
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were no longer able to guard the whole circuit of the
wall of Rome, he enclosed a small part of the city
with a short wall around the Tomb of Hadrian and,
by connecting this with the eailier wall, he made a
kind of fortress Theie the Goths had deposited
iheir most precious possessions and they weie keep-
ing a careful guard over this fortress, disregarding
the rest of the city wall which lay neglected So
on this occasion they left a few of their number as
guards over this place while all the rest took therm
stand all along the battlements of the ety wall,
because they weie eager to test their opponents’
skill 1n attacking walls

Now the whole circurt-wall of Rome was so extra-
ordinanly long that neither could the Romans
encompass 1t m thewr attack nor the Goths guard 1t
So the Romans scattered here and there at random
and began to make their attacks, while the otheis
defended themselves as well as encumstances per-
mitted Thus, Narses biought up a gieat force of
archeis and delivered an attack on a ceirtan portion
of the fortifications, while John the nephew of
Vitalian was making an assault with his command
at another pomnt Meanwhile Philemuth and the
Eruli were haiassing another scction, and the rest
followed at a gieat distance fiom them  Indeed, all
were fighting at the wall with very considerable
mtervals between them And the baibanans
gathered at the pomts of attack and weire receiving
the assault  But the other parts of the fortafications,
where there was no attack being made by the
Romans, were altogether destitute of men, all the
Goths bewng gathered, as I have said, wherever
the enemy were attacking. In this situation Narses
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII, xxxui. 21-26

directed Dagisthaeus to take a large number of
soldiers and the standards of both Narses and John,
and, equipped with a large number of ladders, to
make a sudden assault upon a certamn part of the
fortifications which was altogether destitute of
guards So he immediately placed all the ladders
agamnst the wall without any opposition, and with
no trouble got mmside the fortifications with s
followeis, and they opened the gates at ther
leisure This was immediately discovered by the
Goths, who no longer thought of resistance but
began to flee, every man of them, wherever each
one could And some of them rushed mto the
fortress, while others went off on the 1un to Portus
At this pomnt in the narrative 1t occurs to me to
comment on the manner m which Fortune makes
sport of human affairs, not always visiting men in
the same manner nor regarding them with umform
glance, but changing about with the changes of
time and place, and she plays a kind of game with
them, shifting the value of the poor wietches
according to the vanations of time, place, or ar-
cumstance, seeing that DBessas, the man who
had previously lost Rome, not long afterward
1ecovered Petra in Lazica for the Romans, and that
Dagisthaeus, on the contrary, who had let Petra
go to the enemy, won back Rome for the emperor
m a moment of ttme  But these things have been
happenming from the beginning and will always be
as long as the same fortune rules over men. Narses
now advanced agamnst the foitress with his whole
army n warlike array. But the barbarnans became

7 uebels L, wpocdels V.
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xxsim 26-xxs1v 6

terrified, and, upon receving pledges for their lives,
smrendered both themselves and the fortress with
all speed, n the twenty-sinth year of the reign of
the Emperor Justiman Thus Rome was captured
for the fifth time during his 1eign, and Narses

immediately sent the keys of 1ts gates to the
emperol

XXXIV

Ar that time 1t was shewn to the woirld with the
greatest clearness that in the case of all men who
have been doomed to suffer 1ll, even those things
which seem to be blessings turn out for their
destiuction, and even when they have fared as they
wish they are, 1t may be, destioyed together with this
same prospeiity  Foi this vietory tuined out to be
for the Roman senate and people a cause of fax
greater destruction, in the following manner The
Goths, on the one hand, as by then flight they
abandoned the dommion of Italy, made 1t an incident
of then progress to destroy without meicy the
Romans who fell mn then way And the baibaians
of the Roman aimy, on the other hand, treated as
enemies all whom they chanced upon as they entered
the city. Furthermore, this too befell them Many
of the membegg of the senate, by decision of Totila,
had been 1emaiming previously in the towns of
Campania  And some of them, upon learming that
Rome was held by the empeior’s army, departed from
Campamia and went thither. But when this was
leained by the Goths who happened to be in the
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII. sxxiv. 6-10

fortresses there, they searched that whole country
and killed «all the patricians. Among these was
Maximus, whom I have mentioned in the preceding
narrative! It happened also that Totila, when he
went from there to encounter Narses, had gathered
the childien of the notable Romans from each city
and selected about three hundred of them whom he
considered particulaily fine 1n appearance, telling
their parents that they were to ive with m, though
mn reality they were to be hostages to him. And at
that time Totila meiely commanded that they should
be north of the Po River, but now Teias found and
killed them all

Now Ragnaris, a Goth, who commanded the
garuison at Tarentum, had received pledges from
Pacurius at the emperor’s wish and agreed that he
would submut to the Romans, as previously stated,?
and had furmshed six Goths as hostages to the
Romans to make this agieement binding, but upon
hearing that Teias had become king over the Goths
and had mvited the Franks to an alliance and
wished to engage with the enemy with his whole
army, he reversed his purpose completely and
refused absolutely to fulfil his agieement. But he
was eager and determied to get back the hostages,
and so devised the following plan He sent to
Pacuirus with the 1equest that a few Roman soldiers
be sent him 1n order that i1t might be possible for
his men with safety to go to Dryus® and from there
to cross the Ioman Gulf and make therr way to

1 Book V xxv. 15 and Book ITT xx. 19.
2 Chap xxv1 4 3 Mod. Otranto.

401
VOL. V. D D



11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

PROCOPIUS OF CAESAREA

Bvé’av*r[ou xo,u&'é’eo‘ﬁm. o ,uer/ odv Ilawxovpios
/.La/cpav awo?»e)\el,,uyevoq TOY TO avepam-w Be,Bov-
Nevpévor TAY of émopévwy mevTiKovTa TTENNEL
o 8¢ alrods TH ¢pavpico Sefduevos rabeipte
ev0vs‘, TO TE Hafcoupba) em;pawev ws‘, ewrep ava
Tods o-rpa-rzwras‘ BOU)\.D/.L&D(J) el Tols av-rou
puea(?az, a'n'o&b\owu defjoe Tovs Porﬁwv O/.mpovq.
radra axovoas larolpios o)wyove ey Twas éml
™9 _7ob Apvovwoq r,bv?sa/cn elace, 'n'a.v-n ¢ 2
a)»)»go aTpaTd E'ITL 'rovs‘ wo)»e/zwvs' avrira je.
Paryvapw 8¢ 'rovs- ,uev mw'rr)mov'ra. ,u.e)\.)wym
ov86/.ua éereve, w;‘ dravridawy 8¢ Tols wo)\,ep,wm
éx ot Tdpavtos Tovs ['érbous éEfjyev. émecdr e
AN ows EvvépEar, Hoadvrar Torhou. ‘Payvapis
Te adrob?! (i';'roBaMbv mAeloTovs Edv Tols kaTa-
Moimois Spagud eaxero. és ,u.éwm ToV Tépawra
elaenfety ov8a,u77 {oyvoe, wawaxoeev alTov mept-
BeBaquévoy Popaiov, AN & Axepoz/nSa
é\fow Eueve. Tabra /Lél/ ody ’rowt,v'roy2 éyeyovet.
‘Popaios 8¢ ol mwoANd vo-'repau 'TOII 7€ Hopmu
'n-o)\,wplcnaav'rec o,uokowa elhov /cao qbpovav év
Tovarots, & &) Némwa xa?\ouo’tﬁ kal 70 év Ilérpa
75 Heprodoy ovo,uaé‘o,u,evr) oxUpwpua

Telas 8¢ (o0 wyap afaoyaxovc ) Pas,u.al,cov
oTpaTd lo'rﬁovs‘ KaTa povas @eTo ewou) Tapa
@eu&Ba)\.Sav ToV CIDparyrymu apxov-ra e'n'e/u,lfe,
XpiuaTa mToAAA 7rpo~rewo‘u,evoe em Te Eup,u.ax:.au
TAPAKANDY. ak?\.a (Dpafyryoz Ta fwuﬁopa, omaa,
BeBovhevuévor otire Hrép Tijs ToTwy obire vrep

! abrob L. adrav V
® roadry rowabra L, radra V, Tadry Dindorf,

402
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Byzantium. So Pacurius, bemng utterly ignorant
of the man’s puiposes, sent him fifty of his men
And when Ragnans had received them m the for-
tiess, he immediately put them into confinement
and sent word to Pacurius that, 1f 1t was his wish to
recover lis own soldieis, he would be obliged to
surtender the Gothic hostages But when Pacuiius
heard this, he left a few men to keep guard over
Dryus, and immediately marched with all the rest
of hisarmy against the enemy Thereupon Ragnaris
killed the fifty men immediately, and then led forth
the Goths from Tarentum to encounter his enemy.
And when they engaged with each other, the Goths
were defeated Whereupon Ragnans, having lost
great numbers there, set off mn flight with the
remnant. However, he was quite unable to get back
mto Tarentum, since the Romans sumirounded 1t on
evely side, but he went to Achelontis and remamed
there. Thus, then, did these things happen. And
not long afterwards the Romans took Portus by
surrender after besieging the place, and likewise a
fortress 1 Tuscany which they call Nepa! as well
as the stronghold of Petra Pertusa, as it 1s called
Meanwhile Teias, considering the Goths by them-
selves not a match foo the Roman army, sent to
Theudibald, the 1ulex of the Franks, offering a large
sum of money and mviting him to an alhance. The
Franks, however, out of 1egard for their own interests,
I suppose, wished to die for the benefit neithe:

1 Modern Nep1

3 yéna karoBor V. émikahobor, followed by a lacuna of one
word, L
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIIL xxxiv, 18-23

of Goths nor Romans, but were eager, rather, to
acquire Italy for themselves, and only to attamn this
weile they willing to undergo the perls of war.
Now 1t so happened that, while Totila had deposited
some of his money 1n Tiemum, as previously stated,
he had placed the most of 1t mn an exceedingly
stiong fortress at Cumae, which 1s 1n Campania, and
be had set guards over the place, appomting as
therr commander Ins own brother with Herodian.
Narses, then, wishing to capture this garrison, sent
some men to Cumae to besiege the fortress, while
he hmmself remained at Rome, putting 1t n order.
And he sent another force with oiders to besiege
Centumcellae. Teas then became fearful concern-
mg the guards mn Cumae and the money, and
despaning of his hope of the Fianks, he put his
forces n array, intending to engage with his enemy.

But when Narses percewved this, he ordered John
the nephew of Vitalian and Philemuth to proceed
with s own aimy nto the province of Tuscany, m
order to take up a position there and check the
march of his opponents to Campama, mn oider that
the foice besieging Cumae might be able without
fear of molestation to capture 1t either by storm or
by suirender. But Teas, leaving the most direct
roads very far on his 1:ight, took many very long
detours, passing along the coast of the Ioman Gulf,
and so 1eached Campania, having eluded his enemy

1 Chap <xxm 7
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entirely And when Narses learned this, he
summoned the foices of John and Philemuth, who
weie guarding the 10ad through Tuscany, called
back Valerian, who was just capturing Petra Pertusa,
as 1t 1s called, with his men, collected his forces, and

himself with his whole army marched into Campama
ariayed as for battle.

XXXV

Now there 1s a mountain called Vesuvius 1n
Campama, which I have mentioned n the previous
nairative,! remarking that 1t often gives forth a
sound lke bellowing. And whenever this occurs,
the mountamn also belches forth a great quantity
of hot ashes So much was said at that pomt 1n my
natrative. Now the centre of this mountam, just as
is the case with Aetna mn Sialy, 1s a natural cavity
extending fiom 1ts base to its peak, and it 1s at the
bottom of this cavity that the fire burns continually.
And to such a depth does this cavity descend that,
when a man stands on the summut of the mountan
and daies to look over the edge from there, the flames
are not easily vistble  And whenever 1t comes about
that this mountain belches forth the ashes, as stated
above, the flames also tear out rocks fiom the bottom
of Vesuvius and hwil them into the air above the
summit of this mountain, some of them small, but
some exceedingly large, and thus shooting them
forth from there 1t scatters them wheiever they
chance to fall And a stream of fire also flows from

1 Book VI, 1v 21-30
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xxx\. 5-10

the peak extending from the summit to the very base
of the molintamn and even further, resembling 1 all
1espects the phenomenon which 1s observed at Mt.
Aetna And the stream of fire forms igh banks on
either side 1n cutting outits bed Now as the flame
1s cairied along m the channel 1t at first resembles a
flow of buining water, but as soon as the flame 1s
quenched, the cowse of the stream 1s checked
mmediately and the flow proceeds no further, and
the sediment of this fiie appears as mud resembling
ashes,

At the very base of this Mt Vesuvius there are
sprngs of water fit to dunk, and a nver named
Dracon proceeds from them which passes very near
the city of Nuceria® And it was at this river that
the two aimies then made camp, one on one side
and the other on the other  Now while this Dracon
15 a small stieam, 1t still cannot be crossed either by
horsemen or infantry, because, as 1t flows 1n a natrow
channel and cuts mnto the earth to a gireat depth, 1t
makes the banks on both sides overhanging as it
were But whethei the cause 1s to be found 1n the
nature of the soil or of the water, I cannot decide.
Now the Goths had seized the bridge over the river,
since they had encamped veiy near 1t, and placing
wooden towers upon 1t they had mounted various
engines 1 them, among them those called ballsiae,?
1 order that they might be able to shoot fiom the
tower down upon the heads of such of their enemy
as harassed them. It was consequently impossible

1 Modern Noceia. 2 Catapults.
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIII, xxxv. 10-17

for a hand-to-hand engagement to take place, since
the river, as I have said, lay between, but both
armies came as close as possible along the banks of
the stieam, and for the most patt used only bows
agamnst each other. Some single encounters also
took place, when some Goth on occasion, in answer
to a challenge, crossed the bridge And two
months’ time was spent by the armies in this way.
Now as long as the Goths controlled that part of
the sea, they maintained themselves by bringing n
provisions by ship, since they were encamped not
far from the shore  But later on the Romans captured
the enemy’s boats by an act of treason on the part
of a Goth who was in charge of all their shipping ; and
at the same time innumerable ships came to them
both from Sicily and from the rest of the empire.
At the same time Naises also set up wooden towers
on the bank of the river, and thus succeeded
completely in humbling the spirit of his opponents.
The Goths then, becoming alarmed because of
these things and being at the same time hard pressed
by want of provisions, took iefuge on a mountamn
which 1s near by, called by the Romans n the Latin
tongue “Milk Mountain”,? here the Romans were
qute unable to follow them because the rough
terrmn made 1t mmpossible But the barbarians
mmmediately 1epented having gone up there, because
they began to be still moie i need of provisions,
having no means of providing them for them-
selves and thewr horses. Thinking, consequently,
that death in battle was preferable to that by
starvation, they unexpectedly moved out to engage

1 Mons Lactarius.
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xxxv. r7-23

thewr enemy, falling upon them suddenly and with-
out wainirg  But the Romans, to ward them off as
well as aircumstances permutted, took thewr stand,
not arranging themselves by commanders o1 by
companies o1 by cohorts, nor distinguished in any
other manner from one another, and not so as to hear
the commands gien them in battle, but still, de-
termined to put forth all their strength against the
enemy wherever they should chance to stand. Now
the Goths were the fiist to abandon then horses and
all took their stand on foot, facing their enemy n a
deep phalanx, and then the Romans too, observing
this, let their hoises go, and all arrayed themselves
in the same manner.

Here shall be deseribed a battle of great note and
the heroism of one man inferior, I think, to that of
none of the heroes of legend, that, namely, which
Tewas displayed in the present battle. The Goths,
on the one hand, were diuven to be courageous by
despair of the situation, while the Romans, on the
other hand, though they could see that the enemy
had become desperate, withstood them with all their
strength, blushing to give way to a weaker force;
thus from both sides they charged thewr nearest
opponents with great fury, the one army courting
death and the other desning to make a display of
valour. Now the battle began eaily in the morning,
and Tes, easily 1ecogmzed by all, stood with only
a few followers at the head of the phalanx, holding
his shield before him and thrusting forward his spear.
And when the Romans saw him, thimking that, if he
himself should fall, the battle would be instantly
decided 1n theiwr favou, all those who laid claim to
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIL xxxv. 23—30

valoul concentrated on him—and there was a great
number of them—and they all directed their spears
at him, some thiusting and others hurling them.
He himself meanwhile, covered by his shield,
1eceived all thewr spears m 1t, and by sudden
charges he slew a large number And whenever
he saw that his shield was filled with spears fixed
m 1t, he would hand tlus over to one of his guards
and take another for himself And he continued
fighting in this manner for the thud part of the day,
and at the end of that time Ius shield had twelve
spears stuck 1n 1t and he was no longer able to move
1t where he wished and 1iepel his assailants So he
eagelly called one of his bodyguards without leaving
his post so much as a finger’s breadth no giving
ground nor allowing the enemy to advance, not even
turning 1ound and coveing his back with his shield,
nor, m fact, did he even twin sidewise, but as 1f
fastened to the ground he stood there, shield in
hand, killing with his 11ight hand and pauying with
huis left and callmg out the name of the bodyguard.
And the guaid was now at lus side with the shield,
and Teias immediately sought to take this in ex-
change for the one weighed down with spears  But
while he was doing so lus chest became exposed for
a biief instant of tune, and 1t chanced that at that
moment he was hit by a javeln and died mstantly
fiom the wound Then some of the Romans raised
his head aloft on a pole and went about shewing 1t
to both armues, to the Romans in order that they
might be encouraged, and to the Goths in order that
they might in despair make an end of the wa
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIIL xxxv. 31~33

But not even then did the Goths abandon the
stiuggle, but they kept fighting till night, although
well aware that their king was dead But when 1t
began to grow dark, the two armies separated and
passed the mght on the battle-field mn thew equp-
ment  And on the following day they arose at
dawn, and airaying themselies again m the same
manner they fought wll mghtfall, neither army
retieating befoie the other nor bemg routed nor
even giving ground, though laige numbers were
bemng slam on both sides, but they kept at 1t with
the fny of wild beasts by 1eason of thewr bitter
hatred of each othe:, the Goths, on the one hand,
knowing well that they were fighting their last
battle, and the Romans, on the other, refusing to be
woisted by them. But finally the barbarians sent to
Naises some of then notables, saying that they had
leained that the struggle they had taken up was
agamst God, for they recognized, they said, the
power that was anrayed agamst them, and, since they
wele comung to 1ealize by what had happened the
truth of the matter, they weie desnous from now to
acknowledge defeat and give up the struggle, not,
however, to obey the emperor, but to live m 1ndepen-
dence with some of the other baibarians; and they
begged that the Romans concede to them a
peaceful withdiawal, not begrudging them a reason-
able settlement, but presenting them, m fact, with
then own money as travelling funds, that money,
namely, which each of them had previously deposited
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HISTORY OF THE WARS, VIIIL xxxv. 33-38

mn the fortiesses of [taly These proposals Narses
took under consideration Now John the nephew
of Vitahan advised that they should allow this
request and not cairy on battle fuither with men
who courted death nor espose themselves to those
whose danng was sprung from despair of hfe, an
attitude which proves dangerous not only for those
possessed by 1t, but also for then opponents ¢ For
victory,” he said, “1s sufficient for the wise, but
extiavagant deswres might perhaps tuin out even to
a man’s disadvantage.”’

Naises followed this suggestion, and they came to
terms, agreeing that the remamder of the barbarans,
after receving thewr own money, should depart
immmediately from all Italy and that they should no
longer wage war mn any way agamnst the Romans
Now a thousand Goths, in the midst of the
negotiations, detached themselves from the mamn
body, and under command of different men, among
whom was the Indulf whom I have mentioned
before,! proceeded to the city of Ticinum and the
country beyond the Po But all the rest gave
sworn pledges and confiimed all the details of the
agreement Thus the Romans captured Cumae and
all that i1emained, and the eighteenth year, as it
closed, brought the end of this Gothic War, the
history of which Procopius has written

1 Book VII xxxv 23, ete
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