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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING

I. ““ And Sarai evil-entreated her, and she fled 1
from her face. And an angel of the Lord found her
at the fountain of water in the wilderness, at the
fountain in the way to Shur. And the angel of the
Lord said unto her, ‘ Handmaid of Sarai, whence
comest thou? and whither goest thou?’ And she
said,‘ From the face of Sarai my mistress I am fleeing.’
And the angel of the Lord said unto her, ‘ Return to
thy mistress, and humble thyself under her hands’
(Gen. xvi. 6-9). And the angel of the Lord said
unto her, ‘ Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear
a son; and thou shalt call his name Ishmael, because
the Lord hath hearkened to thy humiliation. He
shall be a dweller in the fields; his hands shall
be against all men, and all men’s hands shall be
against him ’ 7’ (¢bid. 11, 12). Having in the
preceding treatise said what was fitting about the
courses of preliminary training and about evil-
entreatment, we will next proceed to set forth the
subject of fugitives. For the Lawgiver has in
several places made mention of those who run away,
as he does here, saying of Hagar that upon being
evil-entreated * she ran away from the face of her
mistress.” )

There are, I think, three motives for flight : hatred, 3
fear, and shame. From hatred wives leave husbands
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1 Perhaps évrrpamopérovs (W.H.D.R.), a frequent synonym

for aldeicfar, 2 MsS. TapagsThoopaL.

@ Or “by conviction” (personified). See note on Qm
Deus 125,
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 3-7

and husbands wives ; from fear children leave their
parents and servants their masters; from shame
friends leave their fellows when something they
have done displeases them. I know fathers whose
effeminacy has made them unwilling to face the
strict and philosophic life of their sons, and who out
of shame have chosen to live in the country instead
of in the city. Instances of the working of these 4
three motives are to be found in the sacred writings.
Jacob, the Practiser, as we shall presently shew,
flies from his father-in-law Laban out of hatred,
from his brother Esau out of fear. Hagar’s motive 5
for departing is shame. A sign of this
is the fact that an angel, a Divine Word, meets her
to advise the right course, and to suggest return
to the house of her mistress. This angel addresses
her in the encouraging words, * The. Lord hath
hearkened to thy humiliation” (Gen. xvi. 11), a
humiliation prompted neither by fear nor by hatred,
the one the feeling of an ignoble, the other of a
quarrelsome soul, but by shame, the outward ex-
pression of inward modesty. Had she run away 6
owing to fear, the angel would probably have moved
her who had inspired the fear to a gentler frame of
mind ; for then, and not till then, would it have been
safe for the fugitive to go back. But no angel first
approached Sarai, seeing that she is favourably
disposed of her own accord. But it is Hagar who is
taught by the angel monitor,® whose goodwill to
her makes him at once her friend and counsellor,
not to feel only shame, but to be of good courage
as well ; pointing out that shame apart from con-
fidence is but a half virtue.

II. The ensuing argument will bring to light the 7
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¢ The allusion to Anaxagoras in § 10 perhaps suggests that
some definite persons or school is meant, possibly his pre-
decessors the Ionic philosophers. See App. p. 581.

® See Diog. Laert. ii. 6 (the opening words of Anaxagoras’s
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 7-11

more subtle traits of shame. I must now go back
to the heads suggested, and must begin with those
who run away because of hatred. We are told that
* Jacob kept Laban the Syrian in the dark, so as not
to tell him that he is fleeing, and he fled, himself and
all that belonged to him ” (Gen. xxxi. 20 f.). What, 8
then, was the cause of the hatred ? You would like
perhaps to be told this. There are people who fashion
their God out of substance devoid of quality or form
or shape ¢; but the moving Cause they neither know,
nor have taken any trouble to learn from those who
do know Him. They have neither mastered nor do
they study the fairest subject of all, the first, nay
the only one, whose knowledge it was a vital matter
for them to acquire. Laban is of this class ; for the g
sacred oracles assign to him the flock that is without
mark (Gen. xxx. 42) ; and in the universe it is the
matter devoid of quality and in men the ignorant and
untutored soul that is without mark. Others there 19
are of the better part, who said that Mind came and
ordered all things,® bringing the disorder that pre-
vailed in existing things as the result of mob-rule
into the order of regular government under a king.
Of this company Jacob is a votary, who is in charge
of the variegated flock, marked and distinguished ;
and in the universe it is form that has variety and
distinction, while among men it is the understand-
ing, well-trained and loving to learn.

The man of mark, associate of true monarchy, has 11
- imbibed in full measure the inbred spirit of fellow-
ship, and comes to the man of no mark, when he
fashions, as I said before, material sovereignties as

treatise), mwdvra xpimara Hv Opol* elra vols éNOiw adra Se-
exbounoe,
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® Or “ giving in addition.”

16



ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 11-16

Divine, and holds no sovereignty outside of these to
be efficient,—comes to him to teach him that he is
mistaken. For the world has come into being, and
assuredly it has done so under the hand of some
Cause ; and the Word of Him who makes it is Him-
self the seal, by which each thing that exists has
received its shape. Accordingly from the outset
form in perfection accompanies the things that come
into being, for it is an impress and image of the per-
fect Word. For the living creature that has come
into being is imperfect in quantity, as is shewn by its
constant growth as its age advances, but perfect in
quality ; for the same quality continues, inasmuch
as it is the impress of a Divine Word ever continuing
and free from every kind of change.® III.
Jacob, seeing that Laban has grown deaf to instruc-
tion or lawful authority, naturally plans to run away,
fearing lest, besides being unable to help, he should
suffer harm at his hands. For association with men
devoid of sense is hurtful, and the soul often in-
voluntarily takes the impressions of their mad folly ;
and in the nature of things culture feels a repugnance
towards lack of culture, and painstaking towards care-

lessness. And so the faculties of the
Practiser lift their voice aloud, proclaiming? theis
grounds for hatred: ‘““Is there yet any portion or

inheritance for us in our father’s house ? Are we not
counted of him strangers ? For he hath sold us, and
hath also quite devoured our money. All the riches
and the glory, which God took away from our father,
shall be for us and for our children” (Gen. xxxi.

12

14

15

14-16). For being free both in names ¢ and in senti- 16

¢ I can give no satisfactory explanation of *names.”
See App. pp. 581 f.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 16-19

ments, they deem no senseless man to be rich or
glorious, but all such, speaking broadly, to be poor
and inglorious, even if they surpass in fortune wealthy
kings. For they do not say that they will have their
father’s wealth, but that which was taken away from
their father, nor his glory, but the glory that was
taken away from him. The worthless man is destitute 17
of the real riches and the true gloriousness ; for these
good things are won by sound sense and self-mastery
and the dispositions akin to these, which are the in-
heritance of virtue-loving souls. Accordingly it is not 18
the things that pertain to the good-for-nothing man,
but those of which he has been stripped, that are
affluence and renown to the worthy. Virtues are
what has been stripped from him, and has become
the property of the worthy, thus bringing into har-
mony what is said elsewhere : ““ we will sacrifice the
abominations of Egypt to the Lord our God ”’ (Exod.
viii. 26) ; for victims perfect and free from blemish
are the virtues and virtuous conduct, and these the
Egyptian body, in its devotion to the passions, abomin-
ates. For even as in this passage, understood in 19
accordance with reality, things which Egyptians
reckon profane are called sacred in the estimation
of the keen-sighted, and are all offered in sacrifice ;
exactly in the same way, the things of which every
foolish man has been deprived and stripped, these
the comrade of nobility of character will inherit. And
these are real glory, indistinguishable from know-
ledge, and wealth, not the blind wealth, but that
which has the keenest sight for the things that
actually are, which accepts no counterfeit coinage,
nay nothing whatever that is soulless, even though it
be approved coin.®
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 20-23

Right fitly, therefore, will Jacob run away from the 20
man who has no part in the good things of God, the
man who, even in finding fault with another, impugns
himself without knowing it when he says, *“ If thou
hadst told me, I would have sent thee forth ”” (Gen.
xxxi. 27). For this alone would have been a sufficient
ground for flight, if, when you were the slave of ten
thousand masters, you assumed the style of dominion
and lordship and proclaimed liberty to others. I how- 21
ever, says Jacob, took no man to help me to find the
way that leads to virtue, but paid heed to Divine
oracles bidding me depart hence, and to this moment
they guide my steps. And how wouldst thou have 22
sent me forth ? Would it have been, as thou didst
grandiloquently recount, * with merriment”’ that
caused me pain, and ‘“ music”’ all unmusical, and
“ drums ” noises inarticulate and meaningless, in-
flicting blows on the soul through the ears, ** and with
cithara” (ibid.), not instruments but modes of conduct
void of melody or harmony ? Nay, these are the very
things that made me plan flight ; but you, it seems,
devised them as means of diverting me back from
flight, to induce me to retrace my steps for the sake
of the power to cheat and mislead inbred in those
senses which I had with difficulty gained strength to
tread underfoot.

IV. Hatred, then, was the cause of the flight that 23
has been spoken of, but fear of that of which I am
about to speak. For we read as follows : * Rebecca
said to Jacob, ‘ Lo, Esau thy brother threatens to
kill thee. Now therefore, child, listen to my voice
and arise and flee to Laban my brother to Haran,
and live with him for some days, until the wrath and
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¢ For a comparison of this interpretation of fleeing from
Esau’s wrath with that given in De Mig. 210, 211 see
App p. 582.

b Or “ prepare,” “give strength to,”” a definite reference
to the gymnastic school. So below malaicuara = wrestling-
grips.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 23-27

anger of thy brother turn away, and he forget the
things which thou hast done to him : and I will send
and fetch thee thence’” (Gen. xxvii. 42-45). For 24
there is reason to fear lest the worse part of the soul
set an ambush and lie in wait, or even openly arm,
and then overthrow and cast down the better part.
And this is excellent advice given by Rebecca, that
is, by judicious Patience.* Whenever, she says, you 25
see the base one flowing in full current against
virtue, and taking much account of things which it
ought to disregard, of wealth, fame, pleasure, when
he extols injustice as the author of each of these,
and points out that it is mostly wrongdoers who
attain to fame and to abundance of gold and silver,
do not take at once the opposite direction, and
practise penury and humility and a strict and un-
social mode of life; for in this way you will rouse your
adversary’s spirit and stimulate ® a more dangerous
foe to the contest against you. Consider, 26
then, by what course of action you are to escape his
machinations. Adapt yourself, not to his pursuits
and practices, but to the objects which serve to create
them °—honours, offices, silver, gold, possessions,
different forms and colours, beautiful objects. And
whenever you meet with these, do as a good artist
does, and engrave upon the material substances a form
‘as good as possible, and thus accomplish a work which
may win men’s praise. You know well how, when 27
an unskilled man takes charge of a vessel that is
quite capable of making a safe voyage, he upsets it,
whereas a skilled helmsman often saves one which

¢ Or 7év elpyuévwy may refer to wealth, fame, and pleasure,
§25. See App. pp. 582 f.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 27-30

is sinking ; and how sick folk, under the care of
inexperienced attendants, fall into a dangerous
condition of body, while those who meet with ex-
perienced attendants recover even from dangerous
diseases. I need not labour the point. It is in-
variably the case that what is done with skill shews
up and convicts what is done without it, and true
praise accorded to the one is sure condemnation
of the other. ) V. 1If, then, you desire 28
thoroughly to expose the worthless man of wealth,
do not refuse abundance of wealth. He, miserable
creature, will be seen in his true colours, either with
the instincts of a slave rather than a gentleman, a
skinflint and a splitpenny ; or on the other hand as
living in a whirl of prodigality, ever ready to fling
away money and to guzzle—an ever-active patron
of courtesans, pimps, panders, and every licentious
crew. You will contribute freely to needy friends, 29
will make bountiful gifts to serve your country’s
wants, you will help parents without means to marry
their daughters, and provide them with an ample
dowry ; you will all but throw your private property
into the common stock and invite all deserving of
kindness to take a share. In exactly the 30
same way, when someone is crazy after fame and
full of boastfulness, if you wish to cast reproach on
the sorry fellow, do not turn your back upon popular
applause if you have an opportunity of winning
honour, and then, while the poor braggart strides
conceitedly along, you will send him tumbling.
While he will misuse his distinguished position to
insult and disgrace others better than himself, and
will exalt worse men above them, you on the other
hand will make all worthy men sharers in the ad-

25



PHILO

~ k4 4 A
dract peraddioeis Tijs edrdelas, doddAeiar pév
-~ -~ -~ -~ ’
mepuroddv Tols dyalflois, BeATidv 8¢ Tods yeipovs
\
vovfeaiq. kdv én’ drpaTov pévror kai
~ 7 4 -~ " \ \ 3 4
movtelels Tpamélas ins, Bappdv {0vs Tov yap dxpd-
Topa aloyvvels did Tijs ocavrod defidrnTos. O uév
vap meowy éml yaoTépa kal mpo Tod oTépaTos TAS
2 7 7 b3 ! 3 ’ b3 7
dmhijorovs dwifas émbupias drxdopws éudoprjoe-
Tat kal To 70D WAnoiov émomdoeTar kal mdvT
b4 A I4 > b 0 4 . A 8 M ,8 8!‘\
émhiypdpevos otk épvlpidoer kal Svaxopis Edwdijs
éneldav yévyrar, xavddv, s ol momTal Aéyovor,
\ ~ -~
“mlwv’ yédwra kal xAevny mapéfer Tols opda.
\ » ¥ \ 3 7 4 -~ ! 2\ ’
32 00 & dvev pév dvdyxms xprjon Tols werpiots, éav 8¢
~ k] / 3 ’ bl -~
mov Puacliis els mAeidvwy dmdravow éABeiv, doyio-
pov Ths avdykns émoriioas 1yeudva Ty Ndoviy
y 3 I3 ¥ Ié 3 7 k] k4 bd M A
els andiav oddémore éxtpéifers, dAX’, €l xp1 Tov
Tpdmov elmety TobTov, vyddia pebvothjoy.
k4 -~
33 VI. péufart’ av odv Sedvrws 7 dMijfeia Tols dv-
4 3 I3 \ 3 -~ ~ 7
[651] eferdoTws dmolelmovat Tas év TH | mohTik® Pl
M -~
mpaypaTelas Kal moplopods kai 80éns kal Hdoviis
karameppornrévar Aéyovow. ddalovedovrar ydp,
ob katappovoior, T6 pumdv kal oxvlpwmdlew
-~ 1 -~ ~
adoTnpds Te kal adyunpds dmolfy deAéara mpo-
A
Tilévres, s 81 koopdTyTOS KAl Cwdpoovvys Kal
> ~
34 koprepias épaoTal. Tovs & dkrpiPecTépovs dmardv
ot ddvavrar SwakUmrovras eiow xal uy Tols év
éudavel mapayopévovs. Tabra ydip mpokadduuara

3

pt

2 Or ¢ good behaviour.” See App. p. 583.
b Odyssey xxi. 294 :

olvés ge Tpwer pehndis, 8s Te xal §A\ovs
BNdwrTer, 8s by puv xavdov ENy und’ alowya wivy,

26



ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 30-34

vantages of your good name, securing the position
of the better kind, and improving the worse by your
counsel. Again, if you go to a luxurious
repast where the wine flows freely, go without
hesitation ; for you will put the intemperate man
to shame by having yourself well in hand.2 He will
fall upon his belly and open his insatiable appetites
before he opens his mouth, cram himself in unseemly
fashion, grab at his next neighbour’s food, and gobble
up everything without a blush; and when he is
thoroughly sated with eating, he will as the poets
say ““ drink with a yawning maw,”? and incur the
mocking and ridicule of all who see him. But you,
when there is no compulsion, will drink in modera-
tion ; and should you be forced in any case to indulge
more freely, you will place the compulsion under the
charge of reason, and never debase pleasure to the
displeasure of others, but, if we may so speak, get
soberly drunken.¢ VI. Truth would there-
fore rightly find fault with those who without full
consideration give up the business and financial side
of a citizen’s life, and say that they have conceived
a contempt for fame and pleasure. For they do not
despise these things, they are practising an imposture.
Their dirty bodies and gloomy faces, the rigour and
squalour of their pinched life, are so many baits to
lead others to regard them as lovers of orderliness
and temperance and endurance. But they are
unable to deceive the more sharp-sighted, who peer
inside and refuse to be taken in by what meets the
eye. For they thrust this back as mere screening

¢ For the milder sense carried by uefbew see Introduction
to De Plant. Vol. II1. p. 209, where St. John ii. 10 érav
pebuefdo (R.V, ‘“ have drunk freely ') was quoted.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 34-37

of quite different things, and get a view of the true
nature of the things concealed within, which, if they
are beautiful, they admire, but if ugly, ridicule and
loathe them for their hypocrisy. To such
men, then, let us say : Do you affect the life that
eschews social intercourse with others, and courts
solitary loneliness? Well, what proof did you ever
give before this of noble social qualities ? Do you
renounce money-making ? When engaged in busi-
ness, were you determined to be just in your dealings?
Would you make a show of paying no regard to the
pleasures of the belly and the parts below it—say,
when you had abundant material for indulging in
these, did you exercise moderation? Do you
despise popular esteem ?  Well, when you held posts
of honour, did you practise simplicity ? State busi-
ness is an object of ridicule to you people. Perhaps
you have never discovered how serviceable a thing
it is. Begin, then, by getting some exer-
cise and practice in the business of life both private
and public ; and when by means of the sister virtues,
household-management and statesmanship, you have
become masters in each domain, enter now, as more
than qualified to do so, on your migration to a
different and more excellent way of life. For the
practical comes before the contemplative life ; it is
a sort of prelude to a more advanced contest ; and
it is well to have fought it out first. By taking this
course you will avoid the imputation of shrinking
from it through sheer laziness. It was
on this principle too that the Levites were charged
to perform their active service until the age of fifty
(Numb. iv. 8 ff.), but, when released from their
practical ministry, to make everything an object of
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 37-41

observation and contemplation ; receiving as a prize
for duty well done in the active life a quite different
way of life whose delight is in knowledge and study
of principles alone. And apart from this, 38
itis a vital matter that those who venture to make the
claims of God theiraim andstudy should firsthave fully
met those of men ; for it is sheer folly to suppose that
you will reach the greater while you are incapable
of mastering the lesser. Therefore first make your-
selves familiar with virtue as exercised in our dealings
with men, to the end that you may be introduced
to that also which has to do with our relation to God.
VII. Such is the substance of the advice which 39
Patience gives to the Man of Practice, but the
actual words need detailed treatment. ‘‘ Behold,”
she says, ‘“ Esau thy brother is threatening thee.”
Is it not the case that the character which is hard and
wooden, whose ignorance makes it disobedient, the
character called ** Esau,” nurses a grudge, and, offer-
ing the baits of this mortal life to destroy thee, money,
fame, pleasures, and the like, is bent on killing thee ?
“But do thou, my child, flee from the present con-
test: for not yet has thy strength reached its full
development, but, as is natural in a boy, the sinews
of thy soul lack firmness.” This is why she addressed 40
him as ““ child,” a title at the same time expressive
of kindly feeling and suited to a tender age ; for we
regard the character of the Practiser both as young
compared with the fully developed and as lovable.
Such a one is quite capable of winning the prizes that
are offered to boys, but is not as yet able to carry off
those offered to men ; and the best prize that men
can obtain, is to minister to the only God. So, when 41
we present ourselves at the courts in which we are
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 41-45

to minister not yet thoroughly purified, but having
just washed off, as we think, the spots which smirch
our life, we hurry away from that ministry more
quickly than we came to it, not brooking its severe
way of living, and the unsleeping observance and the
continuous and unflagging toil which it demands.
Flee, then, at present both that which 42
is worst, and that which is best. Worst is the fabulous
fiction,* the poem without metre or melody, the con-
ception and persuasion ® which ignorance has rendered
hard and wooden in very deed. From this Esau
derives his name. Best is the dedicated offering ;
for the ministering kind is a sacred offering to God,
consecrated for tl%e great high priesthood to Him
alone. To spend one’s days with evil is most hurtful : 43
to do so with perfect goodness most dangerous. So
Jacob both flees from Esau and moves away from his
parents ; for being bent on practice and still engaged
in a contest, he flies from evil, but is incapable of
sharing the life of perfect virtue that learns untaught.
VIII. Consequently he will go abroad to Laban, not 44
the Syrian, but his mother’s brother. This means that
he will arrive amid the splendours of life, for ** Laban ”’
signifies ““ bright.” And when he has arrived, he
will not be elated by his good fortune and have a
lofty mien; for, though “ aloft "’ is the translation
of *“ Syrian,” there is no mention here of the Syrian
Laban, but only of the brother of Rebecca. For the 45
ways and means of life placed at the disposal of a
worthless man carry his mind up into the height,
empty as it is of sound sense, and such a mind is
called * Syrian,” but for the man enamoured of dis-
cipline, steadfastly and firmly persisting in the prin-

b Or perhaps “ confidence.” See App. p. 5883.
33



46 ¢

(553

47

48

49

PHILO

m-aBepwg Kal ﬂa'yl.wg Soyy.aaw * % xt OU’TOS ecn'w
6 P€B€Kk‘a$ ddeldds, s emp,om;g' olxel 8¢ v
Xappdv, 1 ueradndletod elov TpdyAar, ovuBolov
TGOV ac’oﬁ‘rjaewv" 6 yop érv yopevwy & 7o Ovmrd
ﬂzw Xpeios Tdv awﬁnoewv dp'yavwv eaﬂ.'v.

oiknoov '’ odv $noiv w ‘TEKVOV, p,e'r av'rov

) Tov dmavra aldva, AN “ juépas Twds,” TobTo
& éori Ty Tdv alobjoewv | ydpav karduale,
ol oavTov kol Td cavrod uépm, Ti Te éxagTov
kal mpos T{ yéyove ral mids évepyety méduxe Kai
Tis 6 70 fadpara kwdv kol vevpoosmasTdy dépaTos
dopdTws eite 6 év ool vois eite 6 TAY ovpumdrTwWY.
émedav d¢ aav'rc‘w e’ferdcmg, kai Ta idwa 700 AdPav
aKpLﬂwaov, Tas Ths K€V7]5‘ 86&ns Aapwpas vo;uZo-
[LGVUS evaa'yfag, ¢ v p,-qSemag a)\wg, ﬂaaas

ola dyafos Snmovp'yég 'rexvucwg Tals oucewug
eanpp.oa'ov xpel.a.l.s. éav yap emsecf'q yevduevos
& ¢ moMTik® Kal medupuéve TovTw Piw oralepov
KaL ev'zra.(.Sev'rov 1)00;, y,erawep.gbo,ual o€ €K€L0€V,
va 'rvx‘r)g ovnep Kal oi O'OL yoveis dfAov- 7'0 &
dOXSv éoTw %) drdwis kai dvévoros® Tol pdvou
Oepameia aoq')oﬁ.

1X. Ta & op,om Kal o ﬂaﬂ;p Sdnyeita, p,ucpa.
wpoclels: Aéye 'ya.p * dvaords aﬂoSpaHL els 'rnv
Meo-ovrm'ap,bav els ‘TOV olkov BafovijA, Tod 1ra7'pog
s y,'r;rpog oov, kal Adfe éxelfer cavrd yvvaika
érc TGV 0v'ya'r€pwv Aaﬁav ToD ddeAdod s unTpds
oov.” wdAw kal odros o Zdpov elme Tov Adfav,
dAo. ‘PePérras aderddv, uéMovra kar’ émyauiav

1 For the lacuna real or supposed see App. p. 583.

2 Mangey rdv <éwdv Tov)> alobioewr; ¢f. De Mig. 188.
? Ms8. dvevdol(V)acTos.

34



ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 45-49

ciples of nobility of character . . . this is the brother
of Rebecca, or ‘‘ Persistence ”’; and he dwells in
“ Haran,” which in our language is * cavities,” a
symbol of the senses ; for the man who is still moving
upon the stage of this mortal life cannot dispense
with the organs of sense. This mother 46
therefore says, *‘ child, make thine abode with him,”
not for ever, but * for a few days ”’ (Gen. xxvii. 44).
This means ‘‘ Learn well the country of the senses ;
know thyself, and the parts of which thou dost
consist, what each is, and for what it was made, and
how it is meant to work, and who it is that, all in-
visible, invisibly sets the puppets? in motion and pulls
their strings, whether it be the Mind that is in thee
or the Mind of the Universe. And when thou hast 47
examined thyself,make too a precisescrutiny of all that
is peculiar to Laban, even the triumphs of vainglory
which are accounted so brilliant. Be not caught by
any of these, but, like a good craftsman,skilfully adapt
them all to thine own requirements. For if, when
placed in this turbid scene of state and city life, thou
shalt have displayed a steadfast and well-disciplined
character, I will fetch thee thence (Gen. xxvii. 45),
that thou mayest obtain the very prize obtained by
thy parents: and the prize is the unfaltering and
untiring ministry to the only wise Being.”

IX. Similarinstructions are given him by his father, 48
with slight additions ; for he says, *“ Rise up and flee
away into Mesopotamia, to the house of Bethuel thy
mother’s father, and take to thee thence a wife from
the daughters of Laban thy mother’s brother ” (Gen.
xxviii. 2). ‘Notice here again how he too, when 49
speaking of Laban as intended to become a con-

¢ Cf. De Op. 111.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 49-52

nexion by marriage with the Practiser, called him
not * Syrian ” but ‘‘ brother of Rebecca.” ** Flee
away,” he says, * into Mesopotamia,” into the midst,
that is, of the torrent of life’s river, and take care
that thou be not overwhelmed by it and drowned,
but set thyself firmly, and beat back with vigour the
current of affairs as it comes dashing upon thee with
utmost violence, from above and from either side and
from all directions. For thou shalt find 50
the house of wisdom a calm and fair haven, which
will welcome thee kindly as thou comest to thy moor-
ings in it; and it is wisdom’s name that the holy
oracles proclaim by ‘‘ Bethuel,” a name meaning in
our speech * Daughter of God ”; yea, a true-born
and ever-virgin daughter, who, by reason alike of her
own modesty and of the glory of Him that begot her,
hath obtained a nature free from every defiling touch.
He called Bethuel Rebecca’s father. 51
How, pray, can Wisdom, the daughter of God, be
rightly spoken of as a father? Is it because, while
Wisdom’s name is feminine, her nature is manly ? As
indeed all the virtues have women’s titles, but powers
and activities of consummate men. For that which
comes after God, even though it were chiefest of all
other things, occupies a second place, and therefore
was termed feminine to express its contrast with the
Maker of the Universe who is masculine, and its
affinity to everything else. For pre-eminence always
pertains to the masculine, and the feminine always
comes short of and is lesser than it.
Let us, then, pay no heed to the discrepancy in the 52
gender of the words, and say that the daughter of
God, even Wisdom, is not only masculine but father,
sowing and begetting in souls aptness to learn, dis-
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 52-56

cipline, knowledge, sound sense, good and laudable
actions. It is from this household that Jacob the
Practiser seeks to win a bride. To what other place
than to the house of wisdom shall he go to find a
partner, a faultless judgement, with whom to spend
his days for ever ?

X. The lawgiver has spoken in greater detail on :
the subject of flight when laying down the law
respecting manslayers, in which he goes into all the
different forms, that of intentional slaying, that of
unintentional, that of deliberate assault. Read the
Law: “ If a man smite another and he die, let him
die the death. But he that did not intend it, but
God delivered him into his hands, I will give thee a
place to which the slayer shall flee. And if a man
attack his neighbour to slay him by guile and he take
refuge, from the altar shalt thou take him to put
him to death” (Exod. xxi. 12-14). Well 54
knowing that he never puts in a superfluous word,
so vast is his ¢ desire to speak plainly and clearly, I
began debating with myself why he said that the
intentional slayer is not to be put to death only but
. “ by death to be put to death.” * In what other 55
way,” I asked myself, * does a man who dies come
to his end save by death?” So I attended the
lectures of a wise woman, whose name is ‘‘ Considera-
tion,” and was rid of my questioning ; for she taught
me that some people are dead while living, and some
alive while dead. She told me that bad people,
prolonging their days to extreme old age, are dead
men, deprived of the life in association with virtue,
while good people, even if cut off from their partner-
ship with the body, live for ever, and are granted
immortality. XI. She confirmed what 56

89
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1 Perhaps dmréparros. See note on Quis Rerum 212.

2 Or “eternity,” but there is not here that opposition
between time and eternity which we sometimes have in
Philo, e.g. Quod Deus 32. Perhaps ‘‘ the ages™ is the best
English equivalent.

® The thought is not very clear. Perhaps *the sun
measures time by its presence and absence. Thus it is
always some day and therefore at each moment ‘to-day.’”
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 56-59

she said by holy oracles also, one of them to this
effect : ““ Ye that did cleave unto the Lord your
God are alive all of you at this day ”’ (Deut. iv. 4).
For only those who have taken refuge in God and
become His supplicants does Moses recognize as
living, accounting the rest to be dead men. Indeed
he evidently ascribes immortality to the former by
adding “ ye are alive ‘ to-day.”” Now * to-day " 57
is the limitless age that never comes to an end ; for
periods of months and years, and of lengths of time
generally, are notions of men arising from the high
importance which they have attached to number.
But the absolutely correct name for “ endless age ”’ @
is “to-day.” TFor the sun never changes, but is
always the same, going now above, now below, the
earth ; and through it day and night, the measures of
endless age, are distinguished.? Another 58
oracle by which she verified her statement was this :
“ Behold, I have given before thy face life and death,
good and evil ” (Deut. xxx. 15). Accordingly, thou
wisest of teachers, goodness and virtue is life, evil
and wickedness is death. Again, elsewhere : ““ This
is thy life and length of days, to love the Lord thy
God” (Deut. xxx. 20). This is a most noble defini-
tion of deathless life, to be possessed by a love of
God and a friendship for God with which flesh and
body have no concern.

It is thus that the priests Nadab and Abihu ¢ die 59

It might be given more clearly by translating in a different

order; * For the sun, though its course is sometimes above

sometimes below the earth, and thus creates the distinction

between daytime and night-time, which serves as a measure

of the ages, is always the same sun.” Perhaps read mwap’ &

for wap’ év. The same thought appears in Leg. All. iii. 25.
¢ Cf. Leg. All. ii. 58, Quis Rerum 309.
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e In E.V. Ps. cxv. 17.

® The real meaning of the text no doubt is He set a sign
upon Cain, in order that no one should kill him.”” But the
fuller discussion of the text in Quod Def. 177 shows that
Philo, with little respect for grammar, takes it as in the.
translatlon, viz. that the distinctive mark of the Cain-soul
is that it can never be killed.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 59-62

in order that they may live, receiving an incorruptible
life in exchange for mortal existence, and being
translated from the created to the uncreate. Over
them a proclamation is uttered betokening im-
mortality, ‘“ They died before the Lord ” (Lev. x. 2),
that is “ They came to life,” for a corpse may not
come into God’s presence. And again, “ This is that
which the Lord hath said, ‘ I will be sanctified in
them that draw nigh unto me ’”’ (Lev. x. 8), “ But
dead men,” as we hear in the Psalms, ‘‘ shall not
praise the Lord” (Psalm cxiii. 25)¢: for that is the
work of living men. On the other hand, 60
of Cain the accursed fratricide’s death no mention
is found anywhere in the Books of the Law—nay,
there is an oracle uttered concerning him which says,
“The Lord God set a sign on Cain, even this, that
no man that found him should kill him ™ (Gen.
iv. 15).> Why so? Because, I suppose, impiety is 61
an evil that cannot come to an end, being ever set
alight and never able to be quenched, so that we
may fitly apply to wickedness the poet’s words:

No mortal is she, but a deathless ill.¢

It is in life as we know it that it is * deathless,” for
in relation to the rirE in God it is a lifeless corpse,
“more utter refuse than dung,” as one has said.
XII. Now, it was quite fitting that different regions 62
should be allotted to different things, heaven to a
good thing, the earthly parts to an evil thing. That
which is good is a thing upward-soaring ; and should

¢ Odyssey xii. 118.

4 Heracleitus. The phrase véxves complwy ékBAyrérepor is
cgtoted as from him by several writers. See Bywater,

eracliti Ephesii reliquiae 85.
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1 So Plato: mss. yép 7¢ fegd.

2 So Plato: mss. felois, which Wendland retains. Philo may
have deliberately wished to avoid the thought of * gods.”

3 So Plato: mss. wepurohely, which Wendland retains.

¢ Wendland puts a colon before dore. But the following
clause does not belong to the Cain meditation, which is a

digression, but refers to the whole argument begun in § 54
and broken off in § 60.

¢ See App. pp. 583 f.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 62-65

it ever come to us, in the bounty of its Father, it
hastens, as is meet and right, to retrace its steps;
but that which is evil stays here, removed as far as
possible from the Divine Company,® making our
mortal life its haunt, and incapable of quitting the
human race by dying. This truth found noble 63
utterance in the Theaetetus, where a man highly
esteemed, one of those admired for their wisdom,
says : ‘“ Evils can never pass away ; for there must
always remain something which is antagonistic to
good. Having no place among the gods in heaven,
of necessity they hover around the mortal nature
and this earthly sphere. Wherefore we ought to
fly away from earth to heaven as quickly as we can ;
and to fly away is to become like God, as far as this
is possible ; and to become like Him is to become
holy, just, and wise.””? Naturally, therefore, Cain will 64
not die, being the symbol of wickedness, which must
of necessity ever live among men in the race that is
mortal. There is, then, for the reasons
that have been pointed out, definite point in the
direction that the manslayer * be put by death to
death.”

XIII. The words, ‘“ not intentionally, but God 65
delivered him into his hands,” are admirably em-
ployed of those who commit an unintentional homi-
cide. The writer feels that intentional acts are acts
of our own determination, and that unintentional
acts are God’s acts : I mean not the sins, but, on
the contrary, all acts that are a punishment for sins.

b Theaetetus 176 a, B (Jowett's translation).

¢ i.e. Philo distinguishes between the ordinary sense of
dxovga meaning our involuntary and unavoidablesslipsand that

in which it indicates the acts in which we are unconsciously
God’s ministers. In § 76 he seems to drop this distinction.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 66-70

For it is unbecoming to God to punish, seeing that 66
He is the original and perfect Lawgiver : He punishes
not by His own hands but by those of others who
act as His ministers. Boons, gifts, benefits it is
fitting that He should extend, since He is by nature
good and bountiful, but punishments by the agency
of others who are ready to perform such services,
though not without his command given in virtue of
his sovereignty. The Practiser testifies 67
to what I say in the words, *“ God who nourishes me
from youth, the Angel who delivers me out of all
my evils ’ (Gen. xlviii. 15 f.). He ascribes to God
the more important good things, by which the soul
is nourished, and the less important, which come
about by escape from sins, to God’s minister. ¢

It is for this reason, I imagine, that Moses, when 68
treating in his lessons of wisdom of the Creation of
the world, after having said of all other things that
they were made by God, described man alone as
having been fashioned with the co-operation of
others. His words are: “‘ God said, let us make
man after our image ”’ (Gen. i. 26), “ let us make ”

indicating more than one.? So the Fatherof all things 69

is holding parley with His powers, whom He allowed
to fashion the mortal portion of our soul by imitating
the skill shewn by Him when He was forming that
in us which is rational, since He deemed it right that
by the Sovereign should be wrought the sovereign
faculty in the soul, the subject part being wrought

by subjects. And He employed the powers that 70

are associated with Him not only for the reason
mentioned, but because, alone among created

8 Cf. Leg. AU. iii. 171, De Conf. 181.
b Cf. De Conf. 169.
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¢ Literally, *“ unless it is possible,” which of course it is
not, el w3, as often, indicating a reductio ad absurdum.
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beings, the soul of man was to be susceptible of
conceptions of evil things and good things, and to
use one sort or the other, since it is impossible for
him to use both.2 Therefore God deemed it necessary
to assign the creation of evil things to other makers,
reserving that of good things to Himself alone.
_ XIV. Wherefore also, while in the former 71
case the expression used was ““let us make man,”
as though more than one were to do it, there is
used afterwards an expression pointing to One,
“ God made the man "’ (Gen. i. 27). For of the real
man, who is absolutely pure Mind, One, even the
only God, is the Maker ; but a plurality of makers
produce man so-called, one that has an admixture
of sense-perception. That is why he who is man in 72
the special sense is mentioned with the article. The
words run ‘‘ God made the man,” that invisible
reasoning faculty free from admixture. The other
has no article added ; for the words *‘ let us make
man ” point to him in whom an irrational and
rational nature are woven together. In 73
adherence to the same principle he ascribes the
blessing of the good and the cursing of the guilty
to different persons. Both, it is true, receive praise,
but blessing those worthy of blessing enjoys the
prerogative which belongs to eulogies, while the
laying of curses on the evil occupies but a second
place. Therefore of those appointed for this purpose,
the chiefs of the race, twelve in number, whom we
are accustomed to call tribe-leaders, he set the six
best over the blessing, Symeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar,
Joseph and Benjamin ; and the other six over the
cursing, the first and the last of the sons of Leah,
Reuben and Zabulon, and the four bastard-born of
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1 Mss. Gomep.

¢ The point of the sentence is not quite clear. Perhaps
the meaning is that by placing the two’ clearly superior
tribes in the first list, Moses indicates that this list is as a
whole superior.

b See App. p. 584.
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the handmaids (Deut. xxvii. 12 f.). For the leaders 74
of the royal and of the priestly tribe hold a position
in the former list, Judah and Levi.? Quite naturally,
then, does He give up for punishment into the hands
of others those who commit acts deserving death.
He wishes to teach us that the nature of evil is far
removed from the Divine Company, inasmuch as
even the good thing which imitates evil, punishment,

is ratified by means of others.

The terms in which the announcement “ 1 will 75
give thee a place where the * unintentional “ slayer
shall take refuge ” is made, seem to me to be
excellently chosen. For here He uses the word
“place,” not of a space entirely filled by a body,? but
symbolically of God Himself, since He contains and
is not contained, and because He is the Refuge for
the whole universe. It is lawful, therefore, for one 76
who feels that he has fallen into an unintentional
offence, to say that the offence came about as God
ordained, a statement which the deliberate wrong-
doer may not make. Further He says that He
“ will give ” not to the slayer but to him whom He
is addressing,® which shews that the dweller in the
place is a different person from him who escapes
thither. For to His Word, as to one indigenous,
God has given His knowledge as a fatherland to
dwell in, but to one who has fallen into unintentional
offences He has given it as a place of refuge, as a
strange land to an alien, not as a fatherland to one
with a citizen’s rights.

XV. After treating in this way of unintentional 77
acts he goes on to legislate concerning assault and
premeditation, saying, * If a man set upon his

¢ ¢.e. Philo takes the * thee” of the text to be the Logos.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 77-82

neighbour to slay him by guile and flee for refuge *
(Exod. xxi. 14) to God, even to Him Who has been
already symbolically called a place, Who is the occasion
of life to all; for in another place likewise it says,
** Whosoever shall flee there shall live ” (Deut. xix.
5). Andisit not life eternal to take refuge with Him 78
that 18, and death to flee away from Him ? But if a
man sets upon another he certainly deliberately com-
mits a wrong, and that which is done intentionally
with guile incurs guilt, even as, on the other hand,
no blame attaches to the act in which there is no guile.
Accordingly it is not right to say that any wrongs 79
committed with secret hostility and with guile and
as the result of premeditation are done as God
ordains ; they are done as we ordain. For as I have
said, the treasuries of evil things are in ourselves ;
with God are those of good things only. Whosoever, 80
therefore, takes refuge, that is, whosoever blames not
himself but God for his sins, let him be punished,
by being deprived of the refuge which is a place of
deliverance and safety for suppliants only, namely the
altar. Is not this meet and right? For the place
of sacrifice is wholly occupied by victims free from
blemish, that is by innocent and purified souls; and
it is a blemish that can hardly, if at all, be remedied,
to assert that the Deity is the cause of evil things
as of all others. Allsuch characters have made self- 81
love their aim rather than love of God. Let them
go forth outside the hallowed precincts, that in their
foulness and uncleanness they may not behold even
from afar the sacred flame of the soul ascending in
unquenchable fire, and with power entire and unim-
paired being sacrificed to God. In daring g2
and noble language one of the wise men of old has
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1 So Plato: wmss. ef.

2 Plato rodrov (presumably neuter): Wend. does not note
this: I retain rovror with doubt.

@ Theaetetus 176 c. See App. p. 584,
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brought out the truth which I am enforcing. * In
no case and in no way,”” he says, * is God unrighteous :
He is absolute righteousness; and nothing exists
more like Him than whoso of us in his turn attains
to the greatest possible righteousness. It is by his
relation to Him that a man’s real attainment is
determined, as well as his worthlessness and failure
to attain real manhood. For to know Him is true
wisdom and virtue, and ignorance of Him is manifest
stupidity and wickedness. All other seeming attain-
ments and proofs of wisdom so called, if displayed in
gaining political power, are merely vulgar ; if in prac-
tising handicrafts, merely mechanical.”’ ¢ XVI. After 83
directing, then, thatthe man whois profane andreviles
things sacred be led away from the most holy spots
and given up to punishment, he goes on to say, “ He
that smiteth father or mother, let him die,” and like-
wise * he that revileth father or mother, let him die ”
(Exod. xxi. 15 f.). He as good as proclaims in a loud 84
voice that no pardon must be granted to a blasphemer
against God. For if those who have reviled mortal
parents are led away for execution, what penalty
must we consider that those have merited who take
upon them to blaspheme the Father and Maker of
the universe ? And what more foul reviling could
be uttered than the statement, that the origination
of evil lies not at our door but at God’s ? Drive off, 85
then, ye initiates and hierophants of holy mysteries,
drive off the motley crowd, flotsam and jetsam, souls
hardly capable of cleansing and purifying, carrying
about wherever they go ears ever unclosed, and
tongue ever unconfined, ready instruments of their
miserable condition in their longing to hear all that
heaven forbids us to hear, and to tell out such things
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¢ Or ““achieve (full) righteousness ” (in something of the
Stoic sense), .. are free from the dxoiowa as well as the
éxovowa; ¢f. De Agr. 177 ff.

® The connexion of thought seems to be as follows: the
blasphemer who ascribes éxodoia dpapripara to God and not
only he but all the profane and irreverent must be avoided,
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as should never find utterance. But all who have g8
been trained to discriminate between intentional and
unintentional actions, and have been given lips that
can keep a holy silence in place of a reviling tongue,
are praiseworthy when they go aright,® and are not
much to blame when they fail without meaning it :
that is why cities of refuge were set apart for them
(Num. xxxv.).?

XVIL It is worth while to treat with particular g7
detail those aspects of the subject which are of vital
importance. They are four in number: first, why
cities set apart for fugitives were chosen, not from the
cities allotted to the other tribes, but from those
assigned to the tribe of Levi only ; secondly, for what
reason they were six in number, and neither more
nor less ; thirdly, why three were beyond the Jordan,
and the others in the land of Canaan ; fourthly, why
the time appointed beforehand for the return of the
fugitives was the death of the High Priest.

On each of these points we must say what is pertinent, 88
beginning with the first. The direction to fly to the
cities allotted to Levites only is wholly appropriate,
for the Levites too are in a certain sense fugitives,
having, for the sake of being well-pleasing to God,
forsaken parents and children and brothers and all
their mortal kindred. So the original founder of this g9
company is represented as saying to his father and
mother, “ I have not seen you, my brethren I know
not, and my sons I know no more ’ (Deut. xxxiii. 9),

while those who know better than to be guilty of this
particular blasphemy and of profanity in generaf will find
in God a refuge for their unintentional errors.
¢ The translation ignores avrd. Perhaps it is used like
the frequent adrd wmévor for “‘just these,” in which case
dvaykalo may be taken as ¢ absolutely necessary.”
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t Unless Philo uses the nominative for the demonstrative,
adTé seems pointless: perhaps roiro.

% So L. & S. render the word; perhaps rather ““all those
of mllltary age,” = Latin pubes.
® In the parallel passage De Ebr. 69 ff. the ¢ neighbour ™
is the senses themselves.

58
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that I may without distraction minister to Him that
18. And a flight that is real exile is loss of our nearest
and dearest. Itis on the ground, then, of a similarity
in their doings that the Lawgiver commits fugitives
to the keeping of fugitives, that they may obtain an -
amnesty for what they had done. Was 90
this, then, the only reason, or was it also because the
Tribe of Levi, consisting of those who had the care
of the Tabernacle, rushed upon and slew from the
oung upwards ¢ those who fashioned into a god the
golden calf, the Egyptian folly ? They did this under
the impulse of righteous anger accompanied by an
inspiration from above and a God-sent possession :
“ And each man slays brother and neighbour and
his nearest ” (Exod. xxxii. 27), for the body is
“brother ” of the soul, the irrational part of us
neighbour of the rational, and the word of utterance
“ next of kin ”’ to mind. For in this way only could g1
that which is best in ourselves become capable of
ministering before Him Who is Best of all Existences,
if in the first place the man were resolved into soul,
his brother body and its interminable cravings being
broken off and cut in twain ; if in the next place the
soul rid itself, as I have said, of that neighbour of our
rational element, the irrational,® which like a torrent
in five divisions pours through the channels of all the
senses and rouses the violence of the passions ; if in 92
the next place the reasoning faculty sever and banish
from itself that which has the appearance of being
closest to it, the word of utterance. All this is to the
end that the word or thought ¢ within the mind may
be left behind by itself alone, destitute of body,

¢ With 6 xard Siudvoiay sc. Néyos=évdidberos, the regular
antithesis to mpogopikés.
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¢ Mangey and Wend. suspected rof Aéyorros and suggested
8v7os or dryeudvos. But Philo sometimes thinks of the Logos
as in the literal sense the * word ”’ which God speaks. It is
particularly natural here in connexion with creation, where
every creative act is preceded by * God said.” Cf. Ds
Som. i. 75.
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destitute of sense-perception, destitute of utterance
in audible speech ; for when it has been thus left,
it will live a life in harmony with such solitude, and
will render, with nothing to mar or to disturb it,
its glad homage to the Sole Existence.

Another point to be called to mind, in addition to 93
those which have been mentioned, is that the Tribe
of Levi is that of ministers of the Tabernacle and
priests, on whom rests the service of the Sanctuary,
and those who commit unintentional homicide are
also engaged in a service, since, as Moses tells us,
“ God delivers into their hands ”’ (Exod. xxi. 18) for
destruction those that have done deeds worthy of
death. But, while the Levites were appointed for the
exaltation of the good, these others were appointed
for the chastisement of the guilty.

XVIII. Such are the reasons for the perpetrators 94
of unintentional homicide taking refuge only in the
cities of the Tabernacle attendants. We must next
say what those cities are, and why they are six in
number. It would seem, then, that the chiefest and
surest and best mother-city something more than just
a city, is the Divine Word, and that to take refuge
first in it is supremely advantageous. The other 95
five, colonies as it were, are powers of Him who
speaks that Word,? their leader being creative power,
in the exercise of which the Creator produced the
universe by a word?; second in order is the royal
power, in virtue of which He that has made it governs
that which has come into being ; third stands the
gracious power, in the exercise of which the Great
Artificer takes pity and compassion on his own work ;

b Or “He who created the world through the Word
wrought His work,” etc.
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1 Wend. proposes, to fill up the lacuna, vouoferucs, 8¢ #s
wposTdrTel & Oet, méumwry 6" 4. See below, §§ 98, 100, 104.
2 M8S. ueydin.

2 An allusion as often to the derivation of feds from ré0nu.
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fourth (is the legislative power,by which He prescribes
duties incumbent on us; and fifth) that division of
legislation, by which He prohibits those things which
should not be done. Right goodly cities 96
are they, and exceeding strong in their ramparts,
noblest refuges for souls meet to be in safety for ever :
kind and beneficent is the ordinance, with power to
stimulate and brace to hopefulness. What ordinance
could better shew the rich abundance of these bene-
ficial powers adapted to the differences in the victims
of involuntary lapses, so various both in their strength
and in their weakness? The man who is capable of 97
running swiftly it bids stay not to draw breath but
pass forward toithe supreme Divine Word, Who is
the fountain of Wisdom, in order that he may draw
from the stream and, released from death, gain life
eternal as his prize. One less swift-footed it directs
to the power to which Moses gives the name *“ God,”
since by it the Universe was established and ordered.*
It urges him to flee for refuge to the creative power,
knowing that to one who has grasped the fact that
the whole world was brought into being a vast good
accrues, even the knowledge of its Maker, which
straightway wins the thing created to love Him to
whom it owes its being. One who is less ready it 98
urges to betake himself to the kingly power, for fear
of the sovereign has a force of correction to admonish
the subject, where a father’s kindness has none such
for the child. For him who fails to reach the posts
just mentioned, because he thinks them too far
distant, another set of goals have been set up nearer
the starting-point—the gracious power, the power
which enjoins duties, and that which forbids offences ;
those in fact which are indispensable. For he that 99
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1 mss. 70 (T®) ubvov.
2 So mss.: Wendland égudpvuévos.

@ See App. p. 584.
b Philo apparently takes ‘“thee” to be the Logos; c¢f.
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has made sure that the Godhead is not inexorable,
but kindly, owing to gentleness of nature, even if he
have first sinned, afterwards repents in hope of for-
giveness ; and he that has taken in the thought that
God is Lawgiver, will by obeying all His injunctions
attain happiness; while the last of the three will
gain a third and last refuge, the averting of ills, even
if he fail to obtain a share of God’s principal good
gifts. XIX. Such are the six cities, which 100
Moses calls ““ places of refuge” (Num. xxxv. 12),
five of which were represented by symbolic figures
which are in the sanctuary, the Laws laid up in the
ark being symbols of injunction and prohibition ; the
lid of the ark, which he calls the Mercy-seat, repre-
senting the gracious power ; while the creative and
kingly powers are represented by the winged Cheru-
bim that rest upon it. The Divine Word, Who is 101
high above all these, has not been visibly portrayed,
being like to no one of the objects of sense. Nay, He
is Himself the Image of God, chiefest of all Beings
intellectually perceived, placed nearest, with no in-
tervening distance, to the Alone truly existent One.®
For we read : ““ I will talk with thee ? from above the
Mercy-seat, between the two Cherubim ” (Ex. xxv.
21), words which shew that while the Word is the
charioteer of the Powers, He Who talks is seated in
the chariot, giving directions to the charioteer for the
right wielding of the reins of the Universe.

He, then, that has shewn himself free from even un- 102
intentional offence—intentional is not to be thought
of—having God Himself as his portion (Deut. x. 9),
will have his abode in Him alone ; while those who

§76. See also note on § 95, though here the Logos is
spoken to, not the word spoken.
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have fallen, not of set purpose but against their will,
will have the refuges which have been mentioned, so
freely and richly provided.

Now of the cities of refuge three are beyond the 103
River, far removed from our race. Which are these ?
The Word of the Sovereign Ruler, and His creative
and His kingly power : for in fellowship with these
are heaven and all the universe. But those which are 104
close to us and in actual contact with perishable
mankind, the only race which sin has befallen, are
the three within—the gracious power, the power
which enjoins things that are to be done, and that
which prohibits those which are not to be done ; for
these touch us closely. For what need is there of 105
prohibition in the case of those who are sure to do
no wrong ? What need of injunction for those whose
nature exempts them from failure ? And what need
of recourse to the Gracious Power for those who will
commit no sin at all ? But our race stands in need of
these powers by reason of its natural proneness both
to intentional and unintentional sins.

XX. The fourth and only remaining point of those 106
proposed for consideration was the time prescribed
for the return of the fugitives, namely, that of the
death of the High Priest. If taken literally, this point
presents, I feel, great difficulty. The penalty inflicted
by law on those whose offences are identical is un-
equal, if some are to be fugitives for a longer, some
for a shorter, period ; for of the High Priests some
are very long-lived, some the reverse; some are 107
appointed in youth, some in old age ; and of those
guilty of unintentional homicide some went into exile

2 Mss. émwowwr(t)al 8¢ mposexels: Mangey éorés kowwval
3¢ kal wpooexeLs,

67



PHILO

épvyadedfnoav, of 8 40n pélovros Tedevrdy Tob
lepwpévov, s Tods pév aldva pakpdy Twa Tis
marpldos éotepiabfar, Tods & adTd pdvov Huépav,
et TUxot, pel’ fy Tov adyéva émaipovres kal gpvar-
Té[LGVOL kal yeddvres Tovs dyyioTa Yévovs T@V

108 av'rlpn‘u.evwv apifovrar. T0 (i'ﬂ'opov obv

kai dvaamoddynrov dmodpacdpela Tijs 8¢ dmovody
qucnK'qg anoSoaews ébiépevor. Aéyopev ydp Tov
dpxuepéa OUK av@pwﬂov a)\)\a Adyov Hel.ov efvcu
wdvtwy ody €xovolwy pévov dAAa kal dxovoiwy

> ’ > 2 ¥ \ N ’ ~
109 (I.SLK'Y][,LCLT(UV Q[LETOXOV. OVUTE Yyap €T maTpL, TR

v, olre émi unrpl, ) alodjoe, ¢nolv adrov

Mwvois 8u’vaaﬂac piaivealar, didte, olpas, yove’wv

a.¢0ap7wv Ka(. KaBapw‘ra-rcuv e)\axev, maTpos p.ev

Oeod, Ss kal T@V ov,u.frawwv EU‘TL maTip, pyTpSS
’

110 86 UO¢LGS, 8L 775‘ Ta OACL 17/\061/ GLS‘ ‘}/GVEULV Kai SLO’TL

111

A b 7z, b3 ? 2 by A} <

v kedadiy wéxpiorar édaiw, Ayw 8¢ 76 yepo-
vicov wri aﬁ'yoeuSe? wep:.)\tip,vrev'al., s déoxpews
“é 5vaa00<u TG Ly.a-rw. ” vopolfvar—évderar &
¢ pév mpeaPvraros Tod dvros Adyos s éabijra Tov
roopov (yiv yip kai Udwp kal dépa kai mip xai
70, éx ToUTwWY émaumioyeral), 1) 8 émi uépovs Yuyn
70 adua, 1) 8¢ 70D codol didvola TAs dpeTds—

v v \ \ “ 3 z 3 14 2 A}
ral 8t Ty kedadyy ‘ oddémoTe dmopuTpdicer,”’ T6

¢ Or “with,” ‘“through,” as Philo understands the pre-
position. The meaning of the original is that as contact
with a corpse entails defilement, the priests are only to touch
the bodies of their nearest of kin (Lev. xxi. 2), but the
High Priest not even these. Philo’s allegory understands
it to mean that with the ordinary man both father mind and
mother sense may cause defilement, but the Logos is of other
parentage.

® Or *the soul in the partial sense,” .6, excluding the
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at the outset of the High Priest’s priesthood, some
when the holder of the sacred office was nearing his
end. Thus some have been cut off from their native
place for a very long time indeed, others merely for a
day, it may be, after which they will arrive with their
heads in the air, insolently laughing at the nearest
relatives of those whom they have slain.

Let us, then, have recourse to the scientific mode of 108
interpretation which looks for the hidden meaning of
the literal words, and we shall escape from the diffi-
culty and be able to give a reasonable account of the
matter. We say, then, that the High Priest is not a
man, but a Divine Word and immune from all un-
righteousness whether intentional or unintentional.
For Moses says that he cannot defile himself either 109
for @ the father, the mind, nor for the mother, sense-
perception (Lev. xxi. 11), because, methinks, he is
the child of parents incorruptible and wholly free
from stain, his father being God, who is likewise
Father of all, and his mother Wisdom, through whom
the universe came into existence ; because, more- 110
over, his head has been anointed with oil, and by this

I mean that his ruling faculty is illumined with a
brilliant light, in such wise that he is deemed worthy

* to put on the garments.” Now the garments which
the supreme Word of Him that 1s puts on as raiment
are the world, for He arrays Himself in earth and air
and water and fire and all that comes forth from
these ; while the body is the clothing of the soul
considered as the principle of physical life,> and the
virtues of the wise man’s understanding. Moses 111
also says that ‘ he shall never remove the mitre ”

“ruling principle” ; ¢f. De Op. 117 riis Huerépas Yvxis 70 dixa
TOU Yyyeporikod uépos,
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from his head ; he shall not, that is to say, lay aside
the kingly diadem, the symbol not of absolute sover-
eignty, but of an admirable viceroyalty ; * nor”
again ‘‘ shall he rend his clothes "’ (Lev. xxi. 10) ; for 112
the Word of Him that 1s is, as has been stated, the
bond of all existence, and holds and knits together all
the parts, preventing them from being dissolved and
separated ; just as the principle of physical life, in
so far as it has been endowed with power, suffers none
of the parts of the body to be split or cut off contrary
to nature, but, so far as in it lies, all the parts are
complete, and maintain unbroken a mutual harmony
and oneness ; and, in like manner, the purified mind
of the wise man preserves the virtues free from
breach or hurt, linking in a yet firmer concord the
affinity and fellowship which is theirs by nature.
XXI. The High Priest, so Moses says, 113
¢ shall not go in to any dead soul ” (Lev. xxi. 11).
Death of soul is a life in the company of vice, so that
what is meant is that he is never to come in contact
with any polluting object, and of these folly always
stinks.2 To him there is betrothed moreover a maiden 114
of the hallowed people, pure and undefiled and of
ever inviolate intention ; for never is he wedded to
a widow or one divorced or to a profane woman or
to a harlot (ibid. 13 f.), but against tﬁem he ever wages
a truceless and unrelenting warfare, For hateful to
him is widowhood from virtue, and the plight of one
cast out and driven from her doors, and any convic-
tion that is profaneand unholy. But the promiscuous,
use of such a phrase here seems to me rather strange, and [
should prefer to remove the comma, take d&v as=r7dv &
and translate * of those which folly is wont to send in its

way.” Cf. Quod Det. 98. Or perhaps with Mangey read
¢ and translate * which folly loves to approach.”
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o? ﬂpos acwva p."qmm'ov peaive, axre évra a.xovaca.
rovrwv & o apxtepevs' kafdmep xai TV eKovcnwv

116 dmepdvew oTds a/\oyec. Tabra 8 odk a1ro

~ 7’ 3 bl L4 A
akomod por AMdextai, dAX’ dmép Tob Sibdfar, 67
dvowkwrdry mpobecuia xabddov duyddwv ¢ Tod

117 dpxiepéws éori Odvatos. éEws pév yap o iepddraTos
obros Adyos {fj ral meplearw év Yuyxf, dujxavov
TpomAy dxovoiov els alrny kareMelv: duéroxos
yap kai dmapddextos mavtos elvar méduker dpap-

4 k) L) z k1 » N\ s
TipoTos. éav 8¢ aﬂo@aw], ovk adrds Siapbapels,
aAX’ ék Tijs 1"1,6’7"6’)0,9 t/;vx*qg Sw,CeuxBag, KGGOSOS‘
eu0us 8:f801'¢u [Tols axouacocs aan)\,u,aaw- e yap
uévovros kai Tywalvovros év uiv éfwkilero, per-

1 Mangeyand Cohn would omit &6eov as inappropriate here,
in which case surely «xal should also be omitted before woAv-
feov or dfeor uév obv entirely (as Cohn). But see A%V. p. 584.

2 Mss. Td (‘rwv) y&p dBoviotr(Af)rwy : perhaps, as Wendland
suggests, rov 'yap dBovNhrwy <Tevid.

3 So mss.: Wendland éxovslois following Ambrose, De
fuga saeculi 2 13, who in a paraphrase of the passage has

‘incipit anima peccatis patere voluntariis.” If this is
right, presumably the thought is that while the offences

when expelled were involuntary, if they return it will be as
voluntary sins, The transition would be less abrupt if xal
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 114-117

polyandrous cause of polytheism, or rather atheism,
the harlot, he deigns not even to look at, having
learned to love her who had adopted, as her one
Husband and Father, God the All-sovereign.

In this character we see perfection in something like 115
its highest form. On the other hand, as to the man
who has vowed the Great Vow, the lawgiver seems to
recognize that he does stumble unintentionally, even
if not with deliberate intent; for he says, ‘ If one
die by him suddenly, he shall at once be defiled ”
(Num. vi. 9) : for that which suddenly swoops down
upon us from without, apart from any wish of our
own, defiles the soul at once, though not for an inter-
minable period, owing to its being unintentional.
But with such involuntary defilements, even as with
those that are voluntary, the High Priest has no con-
cern, but stands far up beyond their reach.

The observations which I have been making are 116
not beside the mark, but are meant to shew that
the fixing of the High Priest’s death as the term
for the return of the exiles is in perfect accordance
with the natural fitness of things (Num. xxxv. 25).
For so long as this holiest Word is alive and is still 117
present in the soul, it is out of the question that an
unintentional offence should come back into it ; for
this holy Word is by nature incapable of taking part
in and of admitting to itself any sin whatever. But
if the Word die, not by being itself destroyed, but
by being withdrawn out of our soul, the way is at once
open for the return of unintentional errors; for if
it was abiding within us alive and well when they were

@ Cf. Quod Deus 89, De Agr. 175 and note,

was inserted after d(dora:, or we might read dxovoios <xal
éxovatowsd, ¢f. the end of § 115.
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118 a.vw'ra,usvov 'rrav'rwg ewomwﬂnaerab. yepas yap
éaiperov 6 a,u,l.awog apxl.epeug, e)\e'yxog, éx pvoews
kekdprwTar 70 undémor’ els adTov mapadéfachu
Témov yvdyuns SAwalfov.t didmep dfiov edyealar (v
&v Juxf) Tov dpyiepéa Spob kai Baocidéa, dikaoTy
&eyyov, ds Slov ﬁ;x,&")v 76 Swavoias a’.TrotceKAnpw-
pe’vos dikaoripiov Om’ oddevds Tdv dyoudvwv sis
kplow Svowmeirar.

119 XXII. Ae)\a)\'qkmes ouv -ra, apudrrovra mepl
dvyddwr Ty KxaTl. -rov elppov aKo)\ovﬂw,v ouv-
vpavoduer. Aéyerar ydp €E&ist evpev adry
dyyedos xvpiov,” kdfodov Ymdiaduevos vm° aibois

[564] mvvaevaoﬁm) Yoxn w)\av&a@al. kal povovod | mpo-
moumos ywduevos Tis e€ls TN av-r)\awy yveouny

120 ewavoSov xprjopov 8¢ kai
T mepl evpeaewg kat {nmijcews qSL)tocrqunGevra
¢ vopoléry um) navxa.a@nvab. 'rovg y,ev yap
elodyet ,quev ;mv-e Cnmvwag pajre evaxov-
Tas, Tovs 0é év ékarépw Ka'ropﬁovwas, vlovs 8¢
0a'repov wepmewom;l,e'vovg, a@v ol ,uev {nrodvres
ovy edploxovow, oi & evpumovaw o?d Cn’rnaaweg

121 oi pév odv piTe evpéoews
p,ﬁ're Inmicews épiépevor 7-61/ )\o'yw,u.év dmaidevoia
kal duelernoig yalemds nmoawo Kal Svwduevor

S0 kabopdv émppibnoav. obrws ¢moi Ty

1 The text as it stands is untranslatable: Mangey sug-
gests 76 woapdway for 1'151rov I suggest S\igfov, ‘‘ any room
for lapse of purpose, %.¢. for any éxodatov apdpryua.

2 mss. & dpxis.

¢ The interpretation of §§ 116-118 does not seem to be in
keeping with what has gone before. Hitherto it was the
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 117-121

removed, assuredly when it departs and goes else-

where they will be reinstated. For the Monitor, the 118

undefiled High Priest, enjoys as the fruit of his nature
the special prerogative of never admitting into him-
self any uncertainty of judgement. Wherefore it is
meet that we should pray that He who is at once
High Priest and King may live in our soul as Monitor
on the seat of justice, seeing that he has received for
his proper sphere the entire court of our understand-
ing, and faces unabashed all who are brought up for
judgement there.®

XXII. Having now said all that was called for on
the subject of fugitives, we will go on to treat of what
comes next in natural sequence. The next words are
“ An angel of the Lord found her” (Gen. xvi. 7)—
the angel who decreed a return home to a soul whose
shame was like to lead into wandering, and well-
nigh was its escort back to the frame of mind which
wanders not. It will be an advantage
that the lawgiver’s reflections about finding and seek-
ing should not be passed over. He represents some
as neither seeking nor finding anything, others as
succeeding in both, some as having mastered one but
not the other, either seeking and not finding, or find-
ing without having sought. Those with
no desire either to find or to seek grievously impair
their faculty of reason, by refusing to train and exer-
cise it, and, though capable of being keen-sighted,
become blind. This is his meaning when he says that

‘ involuntary offenders "’ themselves who found a refuge in
the Powers of which the Logos himself was the chief. Here
the thought is that the offences have been banished and will
not return so long as we retain the ILogos. He has in fact
passed from the sense of getyw="to take refuge” to that of
¢pevyw="*be banished.”
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ywvaika AdT orpadeicav els Todmicw yevésfar
oridw,” ob pvlomdaoTdv, dAAa mpdyuaTos idid-

122 T)TQ ,quv'wv. s 'y&p dav 8)\L‘ywp7§aag 7ot didd-
oKoVTOS vrro pabvuias éudvrov Te oy,ov KaL ovy-
1;00vs T4 pév mpdow katadimy, 3 dv opdv Kal
axovew kal Tals dMais dvvdueow ori xpiofar
mpos THY TGV Picews mpayudTwy énikpiow, ékTpa-
xnAioas 8 adTov els Todmiow mepaydyy, Ta TvdAa
@y & Td ﬁ[w mpayudTwy udAdov 1) T@v 70D
aw,u.a-rog pepdv ElnAwrdis, dxov kal quS'qg

123 /\Leov Tpbmov a'rn/\w-everac. ov yap
eaxov, 7 dnou vam;g, ot TowodToL Tpdmor ‘¢ Kap-
low a'vw.e'val. ral o¢0a.)\y,ovs B)tewew Kas w‘ra
akovew, a.Ma TUPAOY Kal quSov Kal avom-ov Kal
mdvry mpdv Plov dfiwtov éavrols efapyao-awo,

124 008evt TdV BedvTwrv édiordvres. XXIIL. 7yepwv
8’ éoti Tob xopod TovTOV O s owparucs xpas
Bacirevs. e’marpatﬁeig ” 'yap qS‘qaL * (I)apau‘)
ewn)\ﬂev els ’TOV oucov av-rov, Kal ow< e'n'ea'r’r)oe
Tov vobyv 008 éml TovTw,” wov ) €1T ov35w 70
mapdmav, dAX’ elacev avTov ola duTdv dyedspynTov

125 a’.gbava.:fveaﬁm ral arecpozf,u,evov dyovig Xpﬁaﬁac. of
wév ye PovAevduevor Kal. okonozfp,evoc. kol wdvr’
émuelds éferdlovres dxovdor kal mapabrjyovew
adrdy: & 8¢ yvuvalduevos Tods olkelovs Péper
kapmols, dyxivodv Te kal ovveow, &’ v /70
ddevdrioTov mepryiverarr ¢ 8 dmeplokemTos
BAdver kol mepifpader Tds ppovijoews druds.

126  Tov uév odv ddoyov kai duyov ws dAnbds Tdv
Towlrwy flacov éatéov, TOoV' 8¢ TOV oKéfer kal
edpéoer xpwpévwv émuwpiréov. adrika Tolvuv o

1 Mss. Tdv,
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 121-126

“ Lot’s wife turned backwards and became a pillar ”
(Gen. xix. 26), and here he is not inventing a fable
but indicating precisely a real fact. For a man who 122
is led by innate and habitual laziness to pay no
attention to his teacher neglects what lies in front
of him, which would enable him to see and hear and
use his other faculties for the observation of nature’s
facts. Instead he twists® his neck and turns his face
backwards, and his thoughts are all for the dark and
hidden side—of life, that is, not of the body and its
parts, and so he turns into a pillar and becomes like
a deaf and lifeless stone. Speaking of 123
such characters as these Moses says that they did
not get * a heart to understand, and eyes to see, and
ears to hear ” (Deut. xxix. 4), but wrought out for
themselves a life that was no life, blind and deaf
and unintelligent and in every way maimed, setting
themselves to nothing that demands their thoughts.
XXIII. Asleader of this company we see the king of 124
the country which symbolizes the body ; for we read
that *“ Pharaoh turned and went into his house,and did
not set his heart even to this ”’ (Ex. vii. 23, R.V. mg.),
as much as to say that he set it to nothing at all, but
allowed it like an untilled plant to wither away and
become barren and bear nothing. It is whetted and 125
made keen by those who consider and observe and
examine all things carefully ; and whenitis in exer-
cise it bearsits proper fruits, shrewdness and insight,
which save it from being duped ; but the unobservant
man blunts and crushes the edges of intelligence.

We must, then, let alone the irrational and truly 126
lifeless company of such men as these, and scan well
that of those who practise looking and finding. Our

@ Or * (almost) dislocates.”
(il
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ebpe "’ ydp ¢now ** dvBpwmos Tov *Iwonp mAavd-
pevov & o 77'63L'w ral 1’;pu'n"r)crev aﬁrév Tl l'q*re?s,
6 8¢ elmev+ Tods a8€)(¢ovg pov éyd Cnﬂrw, ava'y-
YELAGY po, mod Boorovaw. efﬂ'e 3¢ adrd o dv-
Opwmos* dmfipracw évredfer fikovoa ydip alvTdV
Aeydvrwy- mopevldper eis Awlaly. kai émopestn
’I M ’ -~ ,8 A -~ k ] ~ A 5
wong kardmy OV ddedddv alTod, kal | e€dpev
3 AY 2 P ¢ / £ ¥
avrovs €v Awlaiy. eppnyederar Awbaiv éxdenfus
travt], crv;.eﬁo)\ov z/wx'qs b péows A& Tedelws
aﬂ'oSeSpaKvLag Tds Kevas 80§ag, aL yuvaikdv p,a)\-
Aov 7 av3pwv emv-nSevyaow éolkagr. 80 wdvv
Ka)\wg 1 aper) Zappa “ra yovaueia e’K)\ee'ﬂa,”
mepi d movovpeda ot TOV dvavdpov rai On)\vv ovTws
Biov peradudxovres. 6 3¢ oopos kal * éxdelmwy
mpooriferar”’ wrara Mwvofy, dvokdrara: TV
A\ ~ -~ 7 3 4 ’ 3 7
yap Tis kevijs 86éns dpaipeow mpdobeow dAnbeias
elvau avuﬁe’ﬁnkev. e &) mis & & Ovrd Kai
WO)\U‘U,L'}/GL Kal woAv,u,opqu Biw SLarpLBwv Kal
Kexp'qy.evog a¢(90vozg Tals 'npds nepmvcnav v)\aLs
orénretar kal {nrel mepl ThHs duelvovos ral mpos
T0 KaAdv udvov ddopdians yeveds, dfios dmwodoxijs
éotw, dv ) wdAw Td JvelpaTa Kol davrdouaTa
Tédv vourlouévow rai gbawop,e'vwv &'yaﬂébv Srava-

130 mAedoavTa Tapevnuepion. p,evwv yap év ala,3377-

)\GU‘TCU ‘7"77 lpUXLK'Y] O'Kelﬁel., Ka‘T lfoOS TOV g‘)]‘TOU'

¢ E.V. “gave up the ghost . . . and was gathered (to his
people).”  Cf. De Sac. 5.

b 4.e. seeking for the goods of the soul, instead of those of
the body and outside the body.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 126-130

first example shall be the man who takes part indeed
in public life, but is very far from having a mad thirst
for fame : his ambition is for that better family,
which the virtues have taken as their heritage, and
he is represented as both seeking and finding it. For 127
we are told that ** a man found Joseph wandering in
the plain, and asked him, * What art thou seeking ?’
and he said ‘I am seeking my brethren; tell me,
where are they feeding their flocks?’ And the man
said to him, ‘ They have departed hence, for I heard
them saying, Let us go to Dothan.” And Joseph went
his way after his brethren, and found them in Dothan”
(Gen. xxxvii. 15-17). Dothan means ‘‘ a thorough for- 128
saking,”’ and is the symbol of a soul that has in no half
measure but completely run away from those empty
notions which resemble the practices of women rather
than those of men. Accordingly it is finely said that
Sarah, who is Virtue, *‘ forsakes the ways of women ”’
(Gen. xviii. 11), those ways on which we toil who
follow after the unmanly and really feminine life.
But the wise man too ‘‘ forsaking is added ” (Gen.
xxv. 8),% as Moses says in perfect accord with the
nature of things : for the subtraction of vainglory is
the addition of reality. If a man, while spending his 129
days in this mortal life full of such diverse elements
and assuming so many phases, and while he has at
his disposal abundant material for a life of luxury,
makes that better E‘xtr:ily, which has an eye only for
what is morally excellent, his study and quest, i;e is
worthy of approbation, if the dreams and phantoms
of things that have the name and appearance of good
things do not rise to the surface again and get the
better of him. For if he continues in that soul? 130
inquiry and keeps it free from alloy, he will not give
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133 durd LaPéx.”’ Bwpev odv, 7{ 6 pév {nTdv amopet,
6 8 dmokpwipevos dmodaiverar, kal Tpirov Ti TO
evpiorduevor fv. 6 pév odv mvvbdverar TolodTdY
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A ’ \ ~ 7’ k] \ ¢ o ki \ hY
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Y 14 bl Ay A A} 3 4 L A} od
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1 mss. otderi rév: Wendland ovéér atrav.

@ For this interpretation of the ‘“ man’’ of Gen. xxxvii. 15
¢f. Quod Det. 23.

b E.V. ‘“thicket.” ‘“Sabek” is a translation of the
Hebrew word for thicket, which the Lxx apparently took
for the name of a plant. ¢ Or ‘“ the thing effected.”

4 Or ‘“ spirit.” See App. pp. 584 f.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 130-134

up walking in the track of the objects of his quest,
and following them up until he has reached those
for whom he yearns. But none of them will he find 131
among the worthless. Why so? Because * they
have departed hence,” forsaking all that we care
about, and have removed into the abode of the pious
where no evil men are found. The speaker is the
true ‘“man,”’ ¢ the Monitor, set over the soul, who,
seeing its perplexity, its inquiring, its searching, is
afraid lest it go astray and miss the right road.

XXIV. Another instance is that of those well- 132
known two whom I hold in great admiration. One
is full of curiosity about the middle term between two
others, and says, Lo, the fire and the wood ; where
is the sheep for a whole burnt-offering ? ”” The other
replies, ** God will see for Himself a sheep for a whole
burnt-offering, Child ”; and afterwards finds the
substitute provided, for * behold a single ram held
by the horns in a Sabek shrub ”’ ? (Gen. xxii. 7, 8,13).
Let us see, then, what the inquirer’s difficulty is, and 133
what the answerer declares ; and in the third place
what the thing found was. Well, the inquiry he
makes is of this kind : ‘‘ Behold, the efficient cause,
the fire ; behold also, the passive object, the material,
the wood; where is the third term, the finished
result¢?” As though he should say, “ Behold the 134
mind, breath ¢ all warm and on fire ; behold also the
objects which the mind perceives, materials, as it
were ; where is the third term, the mind’s percep-
tion?” Or once more, “ Here is sight; here is
colour ; where is the seeing ? ”’ and, quite generally,
“ Lo, here is sense-perception, the instrument for
forming judgements ; yes, and the objects of sense-
perception, the material for it to work upon; where,
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 134-138

then, is the act of perceiving ? > To these inquiries 135
the other gives the only right answer, * God will
see for Himself "’ ; for the third term is God’s special
work. For it is by His taking thought for them that
the mind apprehends, and sight sees, and every sense
perceives. As for the words * A ram is
found held fast,” this is reason keeping quiet and in
suspense. For the best offering is quietness and sus- 136
pense of judgement, in matters that absolutely lack
proofs. The only word we may say is this, ““ God will
see.” To Him all things are known; He sees all
things distinctly, by clearest light, even by Himself.
No other word can be spoken by created beings on
whom the darkness has been shed in full measure ;
and in darkness, safety lies in keeping still.

XXV. Another instance. When they sought what 137
itis that nourished the soul (for, as Moses says, “they
knew not what it was ") (Exod. xvi. 15), they became
learners and found it to be a saying of God, that is
the Divine Word, from which all kinds of instruction
and wisdom flow in perpetual stream. This is the
heavenly nourishment, and it is indicated as such in
the sacred records, when the First Cause in his own
person says, ‘‘ Lo, it is I that am raining upon you
bread out of the heaven ” (ibid. 4) ; for in very deed 138
" God drops from above the ethereal wisdom upon.
minds which are by nature apt and take delight in
Contemplation ; and they see it and taste it and are
filled with pleasure, being fully aware of what they
feel, but wholly ignorant of the cause which produced
the feeling. So they inquire ““ What is this ” (¢bid.
15) which has a nature making it sweeter than honey
and whiter than snow ? And they will be taught by
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1 mss. wepl voyra (-&).

¢ These words of course really refer to the orders which
follow as to the gathering of the manna. Philo takes them
to refer to the precedmg verse and thus identifies the manna
with the “saying " and therefore also with the Logos. So
also Leg. All. i, 178,
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 138-142

the seer that ‘‘ This is the bread, which the Lord
hath given them to eat " (ibid. 15). Tell me, then, of 139
what kind the bread is. ‘‘ This saying,” he says,

“ which the Lord ordained @ (¢bid. 16). This Divine
ordinance fills the soul that has vision alike with light
and sweetness, flashing forth the radiancy of truth,
and with the honied grace of persuasion imparting
sweetness to those who hunger and thirst after
nobility of character.

A seeker also was the prophet himself, to know 149
the cause of successful achievement, and he found
that it was the presence with him of the only God.
For when he asked in doubt, ‘“ Who am I, and what
is there in me that I should deliver the race of vision
from the character which fancies itself king and sets
itself up against God ? " he is instructed by a message
from God, ‘I will be with thee ” (Exod. iii. 11 f.).

It is true, of course, that the seeking of partial and 141
subordinate objects calls out in us the exercise of
delicate and profound thought ; but the seeking of
God, best of all existences, incomparable Cause of all
things, gladdens us the moment we begin our search,.
and never turns out fruitless, since by reason of His
gracious nature He comes to meet us with His pure
and virgin graces, and shews Himself to those who
yearn to see Him, not as He is, which is a thing
impossible, since even Moses * turned away his face,
for he was afraid to look upon God ”’ (Exod. iii. 6),
but so far as it was allowable that created nature
should direct its gaze towards the Power that is
beyond conception. This promise also is included in 142
the Exhortations,? where it is said “ Ye shall turn

b See note on § 170.
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1 Wend. proposes to fill up the lacuna: p% dprovuévovs 17
vewkbpwy tdfe. Perhaps «kalroe #dn . . . &ovras would
account better for the loss of the words in the mss.

¢ Or “although” . . . still.” &owep . . . olirws seem here
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 142-146

back to the Lord your God, and shall find Him, when
ye shall seek after Him, with all your heart, and with
all your soul "’ (Deut. iv. 29 f.).

XXVI. Having said enough about those who seek 143
and find, let us turn next to our third head, in which
there is, we said, seeking, but no finding follows.
Laban falls under this head. He searched the whole
of the soul-dwelling of the Practiser, and as Moses
says * found not the idols ” (Gen. xxxi. 33); for it
was full of real things, not of dreams and empty
phantoms. The men of Sodom, too, blind 144
inunderstanding, when madly bent on bringing shame
upon the sacred and undefiled Words, did not find
the way that leads to this, but, as the sacred passage
says, ‘‘ wearied themselves in seeking the door ”’ (Gen.
xix. 11), although they ran all round the house and
left no stone unturned to carry out their unnatural
and unholy lust. It has happened before 145
now, that men having conceived the desire to become
kings instead of gate-keepers and to overthrow order,
the most beautiful thing in human life, have not
only failed of the success which they had unjustly
hoped for, but have been compelled to part with the
advantage which they held in their hands. For the
Law tells us that the men of Korah’s company, when
they aimed at (priesthood and were not satisfied with
the post of Tabernacle attendants), failed of both
(Num.xvi.). For justas boys and men do not learnthe 146
same things, but either age has its appropriate teach-
ings, so 4 it is the nature of some souls to be always
childish even in bodies that have grown old, and, on
the other hand, to be full grown in bodies just reach-

to be used in this adversative sense, as uf and ife often
are in Latin, but I do not know of any parallel.
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ad7d Bou)\sTaL elvar, 76 dploTw TGV év mu.v,
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¢ Philo evidently interprets the two attacks as directed
(1) against the Epicureans, (2) against the Peripatetics. The
two schools however are not put on the same footing. The
Epicurean is an Egyptian, who is smiting the Hebrew Stoic;
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 146-149

ing the prime of youth. All such as are enamoured
of things too great for their nature will be convicted
of foolishness, since every effort beyond our strength
breaks down through over-violent straining.

Pharaoh, again, seeking to destroy Moses (Exod. ii. 147

15), that is, the prophetic nature, will never find him,
albeit he has heard a grievous charge against him,
namely, that he has attempted to overthrow the entire

dominion of the body in two attacks.? The first of 148

these he made against the Egyptian character, which
was assailing the soul from the vantage-ground of
pleasure ; for “ after smiting him he covered him
with sand ” (Exod. ii. 12), a drifting, disconnected
substance. He evidently regarded both doctrines as
having the same author, the doctrine that pleasure
is the prime and greatest good, and the doctrine that
atoms are the elementary principles of the universe.
Another attack (:bid. 13) was directed against him
who splits up the nature of good into subdivisions,
and assigns one to soul, one to body, one to things
outside us. For he would have the good to be
a complete whole, apportioned to the best element
in us, to understanding alone, and in agreement with
nothing lifeless.

XXVII. Again, it is in perfect keeping with the
nature of things that invincible Virtue, bitterly vexed
at men’s absurd aims—Tamar is her name—is not
found by the messenger dispatched to seek her;
for it is said, * And Judah sent the kid of the goats
by the hand of his shepherd the Adullamite, to
receive the pledge from the woman’s hand: and he
found her not. And he asked the men of the place,

in the second case the wrongdoer whom Moses rebukes is
a Hebrew as well as his opponent.
89
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1 Wend. suggests the insertion of dyh\ofca before oia:
better, as Cohn, dofisa after pdBsov.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 149-153

‘Where is the harlot that was at Enaim by the way-
side?’ And they said, ‘ There was no harlot here.’
And he returned to Judah and said, ‘ I have not found
her, and the men of the place say that there is no
harlot here.” And Judah said ‘ Let her have them,
but let us never be laughed to scorn ; I have sent this
kid, and thou hast not found her’” (Gen. xxxviii.
20-23). O admirable assay! Osacredtest! A mind, 150
bent on purchasing that fairest possession, piety,
gave a pledge in the form of three securities or
symbols, a signet ring, a cord, a staff (sbid. 18): the
first, steadfastness and fidelity ; the second, sequence
and correspondence of word with life and life with
word ; the third, straight and unbending discipline, on
which it is an advantage tolean.® The mind is putting 151
to the test whether it did well to give this pledge.
What, then, is the test? To drop some bait pos-
sessed of attractive power, fame or riches or health
of body, or something of this kind, and to ascertain
towards which side it sinks as on a pair of scales ; for
should there be an inclination towards any of these,
the pledge is not safe. So he sent the kid thus to
recover the pledge from the woman, not with the
purpose of getting it back in any case, but only if
she should ever prove unworthy to retain it. When 152
will she be proved such? Whenever she exchanges
things that matter for things that do not, preferring
counterfeits to genuine goods. Now genuine goods
are fidelity, sequence and correspondence of words
with acts, a standard of right discipline (as on the
other hand evils are faithlessness, inconsistency, lack
of discipline); while the counterfeits are all things
that depend upon irrational impulse. He 153

¢ See App. p. 585.
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pergaps read umvpiwr, ‘she becomes the seed-plot of thou-
sands.”
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 153-1565

sought there and ‘ did not find her " ; for that which
is morally excellent is hard or even impossible to find
in a life of turmoil. And if he make careful inquiries
whether there be in all the region of that which is
morally excellent a soul that has played the harlot,
he will be told definitely that there neither is nor was
aforetime, for that there is not there any licentious
one, or a wanton, or a street-walker, or one prostitut-
ing for gain the flower of her youth, or making bright
what is outside by baths and cleansings while she is
foul within, or in default of natural beauty painting
her face as pictures are coloured, or what is called the
“many-husband ”’ pest, following after evil as though
it were good, or a lover of polygamy, or dispersing
herself upon a thousand different objects material
and immaterial alike, or mocked and outraged by
that multitude. He who had sent the 154
messenger, on hearing this, being one who had put
envy far from him and was of a gracious disposition,
rejoices greatly and says: “Is it not my heart-felt
prayer that my understanding should be a true and
high-born lady,* eminent for chastity and modesty
and all other virtues, devoted to one husband and
keeping watch with delight over the home of one,
and exulting in a sole ruler? If in truth she is such
an one, let her keep the things which have been
given her, both discipline and the correspondence of
word with life and of life with word, and the most
vital of all, steadfastness and fidelity. But let us 155
never be laughed to scorn in the belief that we

¢ The allegory seems to get a little confused at this point.
lI:’,roperly the mind is the purchaser of the lady Virtue or
iety.
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1 7ts is my insertion: Wend. prints dftov for the ms.
ddnhov, but this does not agree with the sequel.. The test
was necessary, because experience shews that without such
a test we may easily be deceived. It would be possible to
read 7:s indefinite instead of 7i{s interrogative; but the double

interrogative (what makes who?) is idiomatiec Greek. Cf.
De Som. ii. 296.

¢ Or “of little value.” Philo interprets the 1xx ‘“Let
her have them (¢.e. the pledges), but let us never be laughed
to scorn” as meaning that to suppose that the material gift
of the kid should be taken in exchange for the spiritual,
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thought our gifts unmerited;* we did indeed sup-
pose that they were presents perfectly adapted to
the soul. But while I, on my part, did what one who
wished to test and try a character would naturally
do, when I offered a bait, and sent a messenger, that
character on its part made it evident that it was by its
nature no easy prey. But I could not tell what it is
which makes one an easy prey and another not; for
I have seen great numbers of the exceedingly wicked
sometimes acting exactly like the very good, but not
for the same reason, since one set is putting truth
into practice, the other set hypocrisy : and it is hard
to distinguish these two; for many a time being is
outdone by seeming.”

XXVIIL. Again, the goat of the sin-offering is
sought for by the lover of virtue, but he does not
find it ; for, as the passage of Holy Writ shews, it had
already been burnt (Lev. x. 16). We must consider
what he means by this figure. To do no sin is
peculiar to God ; to repent, to the wise man ; and
this latter is a very difficult thing, and hard to find.
So the oracle says that * Moses diligently sought ™
in this mortal life the secret of repentance for sins ;
for he was intent on discovering a soul divesting itself
of unrighteousness, and going forth without shame,
naked of misdeeds. But nevertheless he did not find
one, for the flame, in other words the irrational im-

would expose the offerer to the charge that he thought the
latter of little value (or perhaps unduly depreciated the soul
to which the offer is made). It is not so. The offer is the
test which every aspiring soul must put to itself.

It might perhaps be suggested that the scorn is Tamar’s,
and the gift scorned the %(id, and this is supported by the
description of her in § 149. But it is difficult to fit this in
with the rest of the sentence.
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161 XXIX. ’Elijrer moré mpoaxfeis smo Tob dido-
pabols kai Tas airias, als Tdvaykaidrata TGV év
7@ Kéouw mpaypdTwy émreleitar: Beduevos yap
b0 év yevéoer Pplepdpeva rai yevwdueva, dmol-
Apevd Te ad rai Swapévovra, TéOnme xal xata-
mémdnrerar kai éxPod ddoxwve ‘' 7i, 6T 6 Pdros

¢ The main point of the story of Lev. x. 16-20, some of the
details of which seem to be difficult, is that the goat should
have been eaten by the priests instead of being burnt.
Aaron pleaded in defence * there have befallen me such
things as these,” i.e. the death of his sons Nadab and
Abihu. “In spite of the sacrifice offered on behalf of Aaron
and his house, two of his sons have perished; with such a
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pulse exceeding swift in its movements, had overrun
and devoured the whole soul. For the fewer are over- 159
powered by the more numerous, and the slower by
the more fleet, and things that tarry by things that
are present ; and repentance is a restricted and slow
and tarrying thing, whereas wrongdoing is copious
and swift and constantly present in this mortal life.
Naturally, then, one who has come into a state of lapse
from virtue says that he is “ unable to eat of the sin-
offering,” since his inward feeling does not permit him
to be fed by repentance, wherefore it is said * Moses
heard it, and it pleased him " (Lev. x. 19 f.). For our 160
relation to other created beings is a very different
thing from our relation to God ; for to creation only
things manifest are known, but to God hidden things
also. The man who, lying against the truth, main-
tains while still doing wrong that he has repented,
is a madman. It is just as if the sick man were to
act the part of the healthy man : he will clearly get
worse through declining to have recourse to any
means conducive to health.®

XXIX. Again, on one occasion the prophet, led on 161
by his love of acquiring knowledge, was seeking after
the causes by which the most essential occurrences in
the universe are brought about; for observing all
created things wasting away and coming to the birth,
perishing and yet remaining, he is smitten with amaze-
ment and cries out saying, *“ Why is it that the bush

token of the divine displeasure resting upon him could
he, immediately afterwards, feel himself entitled to eat the
sacrifice?”” (Driver). Philo interprets the goat as Repentance,
which is consumed by the fire of unreasoning appetite, and
therefore * not found ”’; and to eat of it and thus to assume
a repentance which is not sincere will make the sinner’s
condition worse.

97



PHILO

162 kaleTat kai od kaTaxalerar’’+ Tov yap dBatov [od]!
modvmparypovel xdpov, 0€va eVSLarrnp,a, Pvoewy,
AN’ 73n uédawv d av*r]vv'rov Kkal drelij mévov Sme)\ew
em;couqSLCeTaL e)\ew Kal npo;m@eta ToD wav‘rwv
owrijpos Oeol, Os éxpnoev éx TdV advTwy: ‘‘ )
éyylons &de,”’ i'aov o ;m‘y mpdofe TowavTy SLa-
O‘KEl/leL' 7T€pL€p')/LCLS yap wol ¢L)\o7rpa'yp,oavvng pel-
§ovog 7 kaTd av@pwmvnv 3vvap,w ’TO epyov‘ aAla
T(l v 'ye'yovm'a eav,ua{e, Tas 8¢ alrias, 8 ds 9

163 'ye'yovev 7 ¢9€Lpe'rat, ) wo)\vaay,u.ovez,. “ 6 ydp
Témos ev @ av em"qxag ¢mm “yf ayla ean.
molos TOémOS; 'r) 8HAov 67i 6 alTioloyikds, GV
uévov Tals. 06!.,0‘.1.5 dvijife ¢v<,reaw, a'vepwv,rw’v 00déva
voploas ikavoy ”efvac ‘awfo}\o'yb,as épdipachar;

164 ) dpa dwa. 7é0ov emm'vj,wqg dmep-
Kvtﬁag awavra ’TOV xéopov Cn'reb 7-rep1, ToD KoOUO-
70100, ng em'w o 3voopa-ros ou7'og Kat 8ua7'o7raa7'og,
odpa ) aow;wwog 1; uwepavw T Tovav ] ¢vcng
am\'r), oia p,ovag, 'r; avykpwpo 7 TC Oy ovTwv.
kat 7008’ opdv s éorTi duothipatov kal dvomept-
vonTov, eUxeTar map’ adrod palbelv Tob feod, Tis
éorw 6 Oeds: ov ydp nAmoe Sumjoechar yrdvau

165 map’ €érépov Twos THV per’ avTév. dAN Spws
loyvoe® undév mepl s Tob dvros épevvdy odolas:

t [o]: so Mangey: Wend., who retains it, may have
thought that the Bdaros represented the laws of causation in
the visible world while the dBaros x@pos was the super-
natural sphere; but this is impossible in view of 7as
8¢ airlas . . . py wohvmpayudvee below. Wend. probably
also did not realize that Pdros was supposed by Greek
ghllologlsts to be derived from dBares. It would however

e p0851b1e to retain ov.if a question-mark is placed after
¢pvoewy (‘* are not his thoughts busy ?”’).
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is burning and not being consumed ?  (Exod. iii. 2 £.),

for his thoughts are busy over the untrodden place, 162
familiar only to Divine natures. But when now on
the point of engaging in an endless and futile labour,

he is relieved of it by the kindness and providence

of God the Saviour of all men, who from out of the
hallowed spot warned him * Draw not nigh hither ”
(sbid. 5), as much as to say ““ Enter not on such an
inquiry ”’; for the task argues a busy, restless curiosity
too great for human ability : marvel at all that has
come into being, but as for the reasons for which they
have either come into being or are decaying, cease to
busy thyself with them. For “ the place on which 163
thou standest is holy ground,” it says (ibid. 5). What
kind of place or topic is meant ? Evidently that of
causation, a subject which He has assigned to Divine
natures only, deeming no human being capable of
dealing with the study of causation.

But the prophet owing to desire of knowledge lifts 164
his eyes above the whole universe and becomes a
seeker regarding its Creator, asking of what sort this
Being is so difficult to see, so difficult to conjecture.

Is He a body or incorporeal, or something exalted
above these ? Is He a single Nature, a Monad as it
were ? Or a composite Being ? What among all that
exists ? And seeing that this is a problem hard to
pursue, hard to take in by thought, he prays that he
may learn from God Himself what God is: for he
had no hope of being able to ascertain this from
another, from one of those that are inferior to Him.
Nevertheless he did not succeed in finding anything 165
by search respecting the essence of Him that 1s. For

2 mss. fkovee.
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he is told ‘“ What is behind Me thou shalt see, but
My face thou shalt by no means see ”’ (Exod. xxxiii.
28). For it amply suffices the wise man to come to a
knowledge of all that follows on after God and in His
wake, but the man that wishes to set his gaze upon
the Supreme Essence, before he sees Him will be
blinded by the rays that beam forth all around Him.
XXX. Having said thus much about the third 166
head also, we will go on to the fourth and last of
those proposed for consideration, in which there has
been no ‘seeking,” and yet “ finding >’ meets us
unbidden. Under this head is ranged every wise
man who learns directly from no teacher but himself ;
for he does not by searchings and practisings and
toilings gain improvement, but as soon as he comes
into existence he finds wisdom placed ready to his
hand, shed from heaven above, and of this he drinks
undiluted draughts, and sits feasting, and ceases not
to be drunken with the sober drunkenness which
right reason brings. This is he whom Holy Writ 167
calls * Isaac,” whom the soul did not conceive at
one time and give birth to at another, for it says
“ she conceived and gave birth ” (Gen. xxi. 2) as
though timelessly. For he that was thus born was
not a man, but a most pure thought, beautiful not
by practice but by nature. "And for this reason she
that gave birth to it is said * to have forsaken the
ways of women ”’ (Gen. xviii. 11), those human ways
of custom and mere reasoning. For the nature of 168
the self-taught is new and higher than our reasoning,
and in very deed Divine, arising by no human will or
purpose but by a God-inspired ecstasy. Do you not
know that Hebrew mothers need no midwives for
their delivery, but as Moses says * before the mid-
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omepelre, ovde w7 duijonre T4 adréuara dvaPai-
vovra avTis’’* Téxrms yap oddeutds ypeia Ta doer,
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vap dmavroparilovow éx ¢voews émrvyydvouev,
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[872]| &s dv alriovs’ edploxoper. dpxn peév odv o

1 mss. dvacriovs: Mangey édrairiov,

¢ Since in the other six }E)aces where Philo uses the phrase
the quotation comes from Deuteronomy, it is perhaps more
probable that here also he thinks he is quoting that book.
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wives ’ (Exod. i. 19), that is before systems, arts,
sciences, come in, they give birth with the co-opera-
tion of nature alone? Admirable and
most suitable are the marks which the Lawgiver sets
forth to define the direct learner : one, ‘‘ that which
is quickly found,” another, * that which God de-
livered.” While that which is taught needs a long
time, that which comes by nature is rapid, and, we
may say, timeless ; and, while the one has man as
teacher, the other has God. The former mark he
sets down in a question : ‘* What is this which thou
didst find quickly, Child ? * the other in a reply, in
the words “ that which God the Lord delivered ”
(Gen. xxvii. 20). XXXI. There is besides
a third mark of the direct learner, namely that which
comes up of itself. Forit is said in the Exhortations?®:
* Ye shall not sow, nor shall ye reap its growths that
come up of themselves ”’ (Lev. xxv. 11) : for natural
growths require no artificial treatment, since God
sows them and by His art of husbandry brings to
perfection, as though they were self-grown, plants
which are not self-grown, save only so far as they
had no need whatever of human attention. His
words are not those of exhortation, but of statement?:
for, in commanding, he would have said * do not
sow,” ‘“ do not reap ' ; instead he says in the form
of a statement, *‘ Ye shall not sow, nor assuredly
shall ye reap that which is self-grown.” For when
we observe such growths as spring up spontaneously
by nature, we find that we are not responsible either
for their beginning or their end. Now the seed is

b Or, more fully, ‘“statement of what he thinks (will
happen).” For this argument from the indicative form of
the words ¢f. De Ebr. 138.
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1 Wendland puts a full stop after airéuara, a colon after
evplokouev, and a full stop after duryros. The last at any

rate seems to me to obscure the connexion of thought. See
note ¢ below,

¢ The connexion of thought seems to be as follows: to
say that we shall not sow or reap (in the sense of bringing
to the harvest) self—grown plants i is a trulsm. Sowing must
mean ‘ beginning ”’ and reaping ‘‘ ending’’ and the text is
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the beginning and the reaping the end; and the 172
text is better understood in this way : every begin-
ning and every end is ““ automatic,” in the sense that

it is not our doing but that of nature.® For instance,
what is the beginning of the act of learning ? Evi-
dently it is the nature residing in the pupil with its
receptivity towards the several subjects of study.
What again is the beginning of the completion of
learning ? Undoubtedly it is nature. It is within
the power of the teacher to lead us from one stage

of progress to another ; God only, Nature at its best,
can produce in us the full completion.

The man that is nurtured on these doctrines enjoys 173
the peace that never ends, released from unabating
toils. Peace and Seven are identical according to
the Legislator: for on the seventh day? creation puts
away its seeming activity and takes rest. So, taken 174
in a symbolic sense, the words ‘“ And the sabbath of
the land shall be food for you” (Lev. xxv. 6) are to the
point ; for nothing is nourishing and enjoyable food,
save rest in God, securing as it does for us the greatest
boon, the peace which is unbroken by war. For the
peace which is made by one city with another is
mixed with and marred by intestine war; but the
peace of the soul has no admixture of discord what-
ever. But it is by the following that the 175
Lawgiver seems to me most clearly to supply an
example of finding without seeking: ‘‘ When the
Lord thy God shall have led thee into the land which
He sware unto thy fathers to give thee, cities great

intended to teach us that all our actions begin and end
from God.

® Or * the seventh (anything).” See note on De Mut. 260.
Philo clearly has the sabbatical year in mind as well as the
sabbath itself,
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and fair, which thou buildedst not, houses full of all
good things, which thou filledst not, cisterns cut out,
which thou cuttedst not, vineyards and olive-yards,
which thou plantedst not "’ (Deut. vi. 10 f.). Seest 178
thou the lavish abundance of the good things
showered upon them, great and ready for possession
and enjoyment ? The generic virtues are likened to
cities, because they have the greatest expanse ; the
special virtues to houses, for these are restricted to a
narrower compass ; souls endowed with good native
ability are likened to cisterns, being ready to receive
wisdom as these do water ; vineyards and olive-yards
represent progress and growth and yield of fruits ;
and the fruit of knowledge is the life of contempla-
tion, winning for us unmixed gladness as from wine,
and intellectual light as from a flame which oil feeds.®
XXXII. In what preceded we have spoken about 177
finding, having previously dealt with flight. We will
now pass on in turn to the points which follow next
in our plan of treatment. We read, then, *“ An
angel of the Lord found her at the water-spring
(Gen. xvi. 7). “ Spring ”’ is a word used in many
senses. In the first place, our mind is so called;
secondly,the reasoning habit? and education; thirdly,
the bad disposition ; fourthly, its opposite, the good
disposition ; fifthly, the Maker and Father of the
Universe Himself. The proofs of this statement are 178
supplied by the Oracles of Scripture : let us see what
they are. There is one such declaration in the be-
ginning of the Book of the Law, immediately after the
record of the Creation of the World,running as follows :
“ A spring went up out of the earth and watered all
the face of the earth ”’ (Gen. ii. 6). Those who are 179
unversed in allegory and the nature-truth which
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1 Mss. rov ale@hoews dpydvwr: I retain Wendland’s text
with grave doubt. He bases his correction on the feminine
al. But I see no great difficulty in referring this to the
“faculties” which if they spring from the mind exhibit
themselves in the face. The phrase ais@hoews Spyava as

applied to the eyes, ete., is quite common, ¢.g. De Som. i. 55,
and indeed is more correct than aioc@joes.
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loves to conceal its meaning compare the spring
mentioned with the River of Egypt, which rises in
flood yearly and turns the plain into a lake, seeming
to exhibit 2 power well-nigh rivalling the sky. For 180
what the sky is in winter to other countries, this the
Nile is to Egypt in the height of summer : the one
sends the rain from above upon the earth, the other,
strange to say, rains up from below and waters the
fields. This afforded Moses ground? for branding
the Egyptian character as atheistical in its preference
for earth above heaven, for the things that live on
the ground above those that dwell on high, and the
body above the soul. However, it will 181
be possible to speak of this hereafter, when oppor-
tunity permits. At present the need for aiming at
brevity compels me to take up the interpretation of
the passage allegorically, and to say that “a spring
going up and watering all the face of the earth”
has the meaning I am about to give. Our dominant 182
faculty resembles a spring: and from it like the
spring water through the veins of the earth well up
many powers which it sends forth till they reach
the senses, eyes, ears, nostrils, and so on. Every
animal has those in its head and face. Thus the
dominant faculty in the soul waters, as from a
spring, the face, which is the dominant part of the
body, extending to the eyes the spirit ® of vision, that
of hearing to the ears, to the nostrils that of smelling,

¢ Literally “starting from which,” i.e. this is the original
cause of the facts which led Moses to brand, etc. Cf. De
Mos. ii. 193 ff., where the blasphemy of the son of an
Egyptian father (Lev. xxiv. 10-15) is ascribed to the atheism
of Egypt and this to their deification of a mere river.

% Or “current.”
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 182-186

that of tasting to the mouth, and that of touch to
the whole surface.

XXXIII. There are also a variety of springs of 183
education, by the side of which there grow up, like
stems of palm-trees, upright forms of reason rich in
nourishing food. For we read that ““ they came to
Elim, and in Elim there were twelve springs of
water, and seventy stems of palm-trees; and they
encamped there by the waters” (Exod. xv. 27).

“ Elim ” means * gateways,” a figure of the entrance
to virtue ; for just as gateways are the beginnings
of a house, so are the preliminary exercises of the
schools the beginning of virtue. And 184
twelve is a perfect number. The zodiac circle in the
sky is a witness to this, being adorned with that
number of luminous constellations: a further in-
stance is the sun’s circuit, for it completes its round
in twelve months, and men keep the hours of day and
night equal in number to the months of the year.
And Moses celebrates this number in several places, 185
telling us of twelve tribes in the nation, directing
twelve loaves to be set forth on the Table, bidding
them weave twelve inscribed stones on the “oracle”
in the holy vestment of the high priest’s full-length
robe (Ex. xxviii. 17 ff.). He also pro- 186
claims the ten-fold seven, telling in this passage of
seventy palm-trees by the springs, and in another of
the Divine Spirit of prophecy bestowed on only
seventy elders (Num. xi. 16), and again of seventy
calves offered as victims at the Feast of Tabernacles
arranged in divisions following a regular series : for
they are not all sacrificed at once, but on different
days, beginning with thirteen bull-calves (Num.
xxix. 18 ff.); for in this way, the number being
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 186-190

diminished by one every day up to the seventh, the
aggregate of seventy would be made up.
When they have arrived at the vestibules of virtue, 187
the subjects of preliminary instruction, and have
beheld springs and palms growing by them, they are
said to encamp, not by the trees but by the waters.
Why is this ? Because palm and fillets are the adorn-
ment of those who carry off the prizes of consummate
virtue, but those whose sphere is still that of the
preliminary studies, athirst as they are for learning,
settle down beside the springs of knowledge which
are able to water their souls and give them drink.
XXXIV. Such are the springs of the lower educa- 188

tion. Let us now consider the spring of folly, re-
specting which the Lawgiver has spoken in these
terms : ““ Whosoever shall have slept with a woman
in her separation hath unclosed her spring, and she
hath unclosed the flow of her blood ; let them both
be put to death ’ (Lev. xx. 18) : he gives to sense-
perception the name woman, suggesting Mind as
her husband. Sense-perception is ““ in separation,” 189
which is “ sitting a long way off,” when, having for-
saken Mind, her lawful husband, she plants herself

. on the objects of sense that ensnare and corrupt, and
passionately embraces them one after another. At
such a time, then, if Mind go to sleep, when he ought
to be awake, ‘‘ he has unclosed the spring "’ of sense-
perception, himself to wit—for, as I have already
said, he himself is the spring of sense-perception—
that is, he has exposed himself, without covering or
wall of defence, to the plots of his enemies. More- 190
over she too ‘ unclosed the flow of her blood "’ ; for
every sense, in its flow towards the external object
of sense, is covered over and drawn in when con-
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 190-194

trolled by reason, but is left destitute when widowed
of an upright ruler, and as it is the most grievous evil
for a city to be without walls, so is it for a soul to
be without a protector. When, then, is it without 191
a protector ? Is it not when sight, spread abroad
amid objects of sight, is left uncovered ; uncovered
too the hearing, flooded by every kind of sound ; un-
covered the powers of smell and others of like kin,
full ready for any experience to which marauding foes
may wish to subject them ; uncovered again the
faculty of speech, giving ill-timed utterance to a
thousand things that should have been kept quiet,
since there is no one to force back the current? In
its unhindered flow it has wrecked great life-projects,
which were like ships in fair weather sailing on even
keel. This is the great deluge in which 192
‘“the cataracts of heaven,” that is of the mind,
“were opened,” *“ and the fountains of the abyss,” that
is of sense-perception,* were unclosed ”’ (Gen. vii. 11).%
For only in this way is a deluge brought upon the
soul, when as though from heaven, that is the mind,
wrongdoings burst upon it as in a cataract ; and from
sense-perception below, as it were from the earth,
passions come welling up. That is why Moses pro- 193
hibits the * disclosing of the shame of father and
mother ” (Lev. xviii. 7), well knowing how great
an evil it is not to keep back and conceal the sins
of the mind and of sense-perception, but to make
them public as though they were achievements of
righteousness.

XXXV. Such are the springs of sinful deeds: let 194
us investigate that of sound sense. To this Patience,
called Rebecca, goes down, and, when she has filled

8 See De Conf. 23 and note.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 194-199

the whole vessel of the soul, goes up ; for the law-
giver speaks of the descent as an ascent with perfect
truth to the nature of things, for a soul that resolves
to come down from over-weening imposture is exalted
thereby to virtue’s height.? Foritsays: ‘* And having
gone down to the spring she filled the water-pot, and
came up ”’ (Gen. xxiv. 16). This spring is the Divine
Wisdom, from which both the several fields of know-
ledge are watered, and all contemplation-loving souls
which are possessed by a love of that which is best.
To this spring the sacred message applies most
appropriate names, calling it *judgement”? and
“holy.” For it says: “ They returned and came to
the Spring of Judgement ; this is Kadesh ” (Gen.
xiv. 7); and ‘“ Kadesh ”’ means ‘“ holy.” One might
think that it cries aloud that the wisdom of God is
both holy, containing no earthy ingredient, and a
sifting of all the universe, whereby all opposites are
separated from each other.

XXXVI. And now we have to speak of the supreme
and most excellent Spring, which the All-Father de-
clared by the mouth of prophets. For He said in a
certain place : ‘“ Me they forsook, a spring of Life,
and dug for themselves broken cisterns, which shall
fail to hold water ”’ (Jer. ii. 18). God, therefore, is the
chiefest spring, and well may He be so called, for this
whole universe is a rain that fell from Him. But I
bow in awe when I hear that this spring is one of Life:
for God alone is the Cause of soul and life, and pre-
eminently of the rational soul, and of the Life that
is united with wisdom. For matter is a dead thing,
but God is something more than Life, an ever-flowing
Spring of living, as He Himself says. But

¢ Cf. Quis rerum 133 f. and 207 f.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 199-203

the impious flee from Him, persist in leaving untasted
the water of immortality, and dig in their madness
for themselves but not for God, putting their own
works above the celestial gifts of heaven, and the
results of forethought above those which come spon-
taneously and ready for their use. That is their first 200
folly. In the next place they dig, not as did the wise,
Abraham and Isaac, wells (Gen. xxi. 30, xxvi. 18),
deep sources of knowledge from which draughts of
reason are drawn, but cisterns, having no excellent
thing of their own to afford nourishment, but needing
the inflow from without, that must come from teach-
ing, as the instructors keep on pumping in unbroken
stream into the ears of their pupils the principles and
conclusions which constitute knowledge, that they
may both grasp what is imparted to them with their
intelligence and treasure it in their memory. As it is 201
the ** cisterns "’ are ‘‘ broken,” that is to say, all the
receptacles of the ill-conditioned soul are crushed
and leaking, unable to hold in and keep the inflow
of what might do them good.

XXXVII. On the subject of springs all that the 202
occasion required has now been said. But it is with
a most carefully considered meaning that Hagar is
represented by the sacred oracles as found by the
spring but not drawing water from it (Gen. xvi. 7).
For a soul, while making gradual progress, is not yet
capable of availing itself of Wisdom’s untempered
draught, but such a soul is not prevented from staying
hard by her. Now the road of discipline 203
is all a highway, thoroughly safe and well guarded.
Wherefore it says that she was found in the way to
Shure (ibid.), and “‘Shur” means ‘“‘wall” or “‘straighten-

8 Or “the way (called) Shur.”
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 203-207

ing.” The inward monitor, then, speaking within the
soul, says to it, ‘* Whence comest thou, and whither
art thou going ? 7’ (ibid. 8). In thus addressing her
he does not express doubt or inquiry ; rather he is
reproaching and putting her to shame ; for we may
not think that an angel is ignorant of anything affect-
ing us. Here is a proof of it : even the secrets of the
womb, which are hidden from created beings, the
angel knows with certainty, as his words shew : *“ Lo,
thou art with child, and shalt give birth to a boy,
and shalt call his name Ishmael ” (ibid. 11). For it is
not in the power of man to know that the embryo is
a male, nor to know the principle that is to govern
the life of one who is not yet born, that it will be the
way of the rude country-side, not the refined one
of civic life. So the words *“* Whence comest thou ?
are spoken to rebuke the soul that is running away
from the better judgement, ** the mistress,” a mistress
whom to serve as handmaiden could not but win
her high renown, if the service be one of deeds rather
than of name. And the words °‘ Whither goest
thou?”” mean ‘““ Thou hast cast away acknowledged
gains, and art running after uncertainties.”

We may well praise her for receiving reproof with
gladness.?2 Of her gladness she has given plain
evidence by not accusing her mistress, and by laying
the blame of her flight upon herself, and by making
no answer to the second question *“ Whither art thou
going ? ”’ for it was uncertain, and regarding un-
certainties suspension of judgement is not only safe
but requisite. XXXVIII. Her monitor, then,
pleased with her for her compliance, bids her * Go
back to thy mistress ”’ ; for the teacher’s authority
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 207-211

under Good Sense a gain to her that is imperfect.
‘ And when thou hast returned humble thyself under
her hands ” (¢bid. 9), with a noble humiliation which
carries with it the overthrow of irrational high-
mindedness. For so doing thou shalt give birth with 208
easy travail to a male offspring, Ishmael by name
(ibid. 11), since thou shalt have been chastened by
hearkening to words of God ; for * Ishmael ” means
“hearkening to God.” Hearing takes the second place,
yielding the first to sight, and sight is the portion of
Israel, the son free-born and first-born ; for *‘ seeing
God ” is the translation of ““ Israel.” It is possible
to hear the false and take it for true, because hearing
is deceptive, but sight, by which we discern what
really is, is devoid of falseness.

The character thus given birth to is described first 209
by the statement that it will be rude, of rude “mother
wit ” as it were, not yet admitted to the privilege of
the refined and truly civilized lot, virtue, that is, the
natural refiner and tamer of character ;
next by the words *‘ his hands shall be against all
men, and all men’s hands against him ” (sbid. 12) ;
for this is just the Sophist’s way, with his pretence of
excessive open-mindedness, and his love of arguing
for arguing’s sake. This character aims its shafts at 210
all representatives of the sciences, opposing each
individually and all in common, and is the target of
them all since they naturally shew fight, as in defence
of offspring of their own, that is of the doctrines to
which their soul has given birth. And he 211
adds a third characteristic in the words ‘‘ he shall
dwell face to face with all his brethren *’ (¢bid.), words
which are almost a distinct picture of combat face to
face and perpetual opposition.
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ON FLIGHT AND FINDING, 211-213

The soul, then, which is pregnant with the sophist-
principle says to the monitor who is talking to her :
“ Thou art God that didst look upon me,” which is
equivalent to saying ‘‘ Thou art the Maker of my
wishes and offspring ”’ ; and well may she say this, 212
for of free and really high-born souls He who is free
and sets free is the Creator, while slaves are makers
of slaves : and angels are God’s household-servants,
and are deemed gods by those whose existence is still
one of toil and bondage.® “ For this
reason,” it says, ‘“ she called the well ¢ Well where 1
saw Him before me " ? (ibid. 14). Nay, how couldst 213
thou fail, thou soul, who in thy progress art dipping
deep into the school-lore knowledge, to see reflected
in thy training as in a mirror the Author of that
knowledge ? Most appropriate too is the
situation of such a well ““between Kadesh and
Bered ”’ (sbid. 14): ‘ Bered ” means ““ in evils,” and
Kadesh ‘“ holy,” for he that is in gradual progress
is on the borderland between the holy and the pro-
fane, fleeing from bad things, but not yet competent
to share the life of perfect goodness.

® E.V. Beer-lahai-roi, explained in the margin as ‘‘the
well of the living one who seeth me.” Whatever the exact
meaning of the rxx was, the next sentence shows that
Philo interpreted it as in the translation (évdmiov probably
taken as an adjective with adrév understood).
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