IMEPI TON AEKA AOT'QN

OI KEPAAATA NOMQON EIZIN

[180] 1, Tops Biovs Tév kara Mwvoéa goddv dvdpdv,
ods dpxn'ye'fag 70D NueTépov é'@vovg Kal véy,ovg
a-ypazﬁovg ai lepal BifAo Sn)\ouaw, ev Tals mpo-
Tépaus ouvrdéeot ,ue,wr)vvkwg Ka'ra Ta dxdlovla
ééns TéY avaypadévrwy vop.wv Tas i8éas axpifbow
[Jfr)S’, €l s v'n'oqbaworro Tpdmos dAnyoplas, TodTov
wapeLs &vexa Ths mpos Oidvoiav Prropalbods émi-
a‘r'r)pxr)g, 7 wpo T@v éudavav éfos Ta dpav {nTety.
2 llpos 6¢ Tods dmopodvras, 7( 3] moTe odk év
wo)\eaw AN’ é&v éprjuw Balbely Tovs vdpous érife,
Aextéov mpdTov pév, 8T al moMdai TOV moAewv
[181] &,uveﬁfwv KaK@y eZ(n ,u.em'ac', Kal 'rc?w mpos TO
Ociov avoavay'r],uarwv KaL Qv wpos aAArjdovs

3 a&m)y,a‘rwv oU0ev ydp éoTv & un xexifBdnAevrar,
70, yrijota 7@V vélwy mapevnpepotvTwy kal TdAndi

TV elkdTwy, & ¢voer uév karépevorar, mbavis

4 8’ dmofdder davraoias mpos dmdTyy. év méAeow
oty kai 6 wdvtwy émBovAdTaTos ¢veTar Tddos, Sv
Twves Tebmaot kal mpooxuvobor 7ds kevas 3dfas
geuvomolodvTes Bid xpuodv oTeddvwy xai dAovp-

¢ See General Introduction to Vol. VI. pp. ix. f.
b See General Introduction to this volume, p. xiii.
¢ Lit. *“ On account of studious knowledge tending to under-
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THE DECALOGUE

I. Having related in the preceding treatises the 1
lives of those whom Moses judged to be men of
wisdom, who are set before us in the Sacred Books
as founders of our nation and in themselves unwritten
laws,® I shall now proceed in due course to give full
descriptions of the written laws. And if some alle-
gorical interpretation should appear to underlie
them, I shall not fail to state it.> For knowledge
loves to learn and advance to full understanding ¢ and
its way is to seek the hidden meaning rather than
the obvious.

To the question why he promulgated his laws in 2
the depths of the desert instead of in cities we may
answer in the first place that most cities are full of
countless evils, both acts of impiety towards God
and wrongdoing between man and man. For every- 3
thing is debased, the genuine overpowered by the
spurious, the true by the specious, which is intrinsi-
cally false but creates impressions whose plausibility
serves but to delude. So too in cities there arises 4
that most insidious of foes, Pride,® admired and
worshipped by some who add dignity to vain ideas ¢
by means of gold crowns and purple robes and a
standing.” I cannot think that the text is right. For further

discussion and attempts to emend it see App P 09
4 Or “vanity.” ¢ Or “ opinions.”
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THE DECALOGUE, 4-9

great establishment of servants and cars, on which
these so-called blissful and happy people ride aloft,
drawn sometimes by mules and horses, sometimes
by men, who bear the heavy burden on their
shoulders, yet suffer in soul rather than in body
under the weight of extravagant arrogance. II.
Pride is also the creator of many other evils, 5
boastfulness, haughtiness, inequality, and these are
the sources of wars, both civil and foreign, suffering
no place to remain in peace whether public or private,
whether on sea or on land. Yet why 6
dwell on offences between man and man ? Pride also
brings divine things into utter contempt, even though
they are supposed to receive the highest honours.
But what honour can there be if truth be not there
as well, truth honourable both in name and function,
just as falsehood is naturally dishonourable ? This 7
contempt for things divine is manifest to those of
keener vision. For men have employed sculpture
and painting to fashion innumerable forms which they
have enclosed in shrines and temples and after build-
ing altars have assigned celestial and divine honours
to idols of stone and wood and suchlike images, all
of them lifeless things. Such persons are happily 8
compared in the sacred Scriptures to the children of
a harlot ¢ ; for as they in their ignorance of their one
natural father ascribe their paternity to all their
mother’s lovers, so too throughout the cities those
who do not know the true, the really existent God
have deified hosts of others who are falsely so called.
Then as some honour one, some another god, diver- 9

@ See note on Spec. Leg. i. 332.

1 So R: other mss, dvooudryros.
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THE DECALOGUE, 9-14

sity of opinion as to which was best waxed strong and
engendered disputes in every other matter also.
This was the primary consideration which made
him prefer to legislate away from cities.

Hehad also asecond objectinmind. He whois about 10
to receive the holy laws must first cleanse his soul
and purge away the deep-set stains which it has con-
tracted through contact with the motley promiscuous
horde of men in cities. And to this he cannot attain 11
except by dwelling apart, nor that at once, but only
long afterwards, and not till the marks which his old
transgressions have imprinted on him have gradually
grown faint, melted away and disappeared. In this 12
way too good physicians preserve their sick folk :
they think it unadvisable to give them food or drink
until they have removed the causes of their maladies.
While these still remain, nourishment is useless, in-
deed harmful, and acts as fuel to the distemper.
III. Naturally therefore he first led them away from 13
the highly mischievous associations of cities into the
desert, to clear the sins out of their souls, and then
began to set the nourishment before their minds—
and what should this nourishment be but laws and
words of God ?

He had a third reason as follows : just as men 14
when setting out on a long voyage do not begin to
provide sails and rudders and tillers when they have
embarked and left the harbour, but equip themselves
with enough of the gear needed for the voyage while
they are still staying on shore, so Moses did not think
it good that they should just take their portions and
settle in cities and then go in quest of laws to regulate
their civic life, but rather should first provide them-
selves with the rules for that life and gain practice

11
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1 So mss. and Cohn. But I should prefer with Mangey to
omit d=’. I do not know of any case in which odpavds includes
the lower air, as the text implies, while on the other hand the
index gives thirteen examples where heaven, air, water, earth
are named as the four parts of the universe. See Spec. Leg.
iii. 111, and ¢f. ¢bid. 152. With d=’ omitted each of the four
makes its contribution, earth being given by wérpas.
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THE DECALOGUE, 14-17

in all that would surely enable the communities to
steer their course in safety, and then settle down to
follow from the first the principles of justice lying
ready for their use, in harmony and fellowship of
spirit and rendering to every man his due.

IV. Some too give a fourth reason which is not out
of keeping with the truth but agrees very closely
with it. As it was necessary to establish a belief in
their minds that the laws were not the inventions of
a man but quite clearly the oracles of God, he led the
nation a great distance away from cities into the
depths of a desert, barren not only of cultivated fruits
but also of water fit for drinking, in order that,
if after lacking the necessaries of life and expecting
to perish from hunger and thirst they suddenly
found abundance of sustenance self-produced—when
heaven rained the food called manna and the shower
of quails from the air to add relish to their food—when
the bitter water grew sweet and fit for drinking and
springs gushed out of the steep® rock—they should
no longer wonder whether the laws were actually the
pronouncements of God, since they had been given
the clearest evidence of the truth in the supplies
which they had so unexpectedly received in their
destitution. For He who gave abundance of themeans
of life also bestowed the wherewithal of a good life ;
for mere life they needed food and drink which they
found without making provision ; for the good life

¢ Or “hard,” “flinty.” Here, as in Mos. i. 210-211,
Philo does not stress the connexion of the word (taken from
Deut. viii. 15), with dxpds as he does elsewhere. See note on
Mtés. i. 210. The events alluded to are found in Ex. xv.
and xvi.

13
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¢f. Spec. Leg. ii. 58, and the more elaborate explanation of the
even-odds in De Op. 18.
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THE DECALOGUE, 17-21

they needed laws and ordinances which would bring
improvement to their souls.

V. These are the reasons suggested to answer the 18
question under discussion : they are but probable
surmises ; the true reasons are know to God alone.
Having said what was fitting on this subject, I will
proceed to describe the laws themselves in order,
with this necessary statement by way of introduc-
tion, that some of them God judged fit to deliver in
His own person alone without employing any other,
and some through His prophet Moses whom He
chose as of all men the best suited to be the revealer
of verities. Now we find that those which 19
He gave in His own person and by His own mouth alone
include both laws and heads summarizing the par-
ticular laws, but those in which He spoke through the
prophet all belong to the former class. VI. I will 20
deal with both to the best of my ability, taking those
which are rather of the nature of summaries first.

Here our admiration is at once aroused
by their number, which is neither more nor less than
is the supremely perfect, Ten. Ten contains all
different kinds of numbers,? even as 2, odd as 3, and
even-odd as 6, and all ratios, whether of a number
to its multiples or fractional, when a number is
either increased or diminished by some part of itself.
So too it contains all the analogies or progressions, the 21
arithmetical where each term in the series is greater

¢ For the Pythagorean origin of the term mavrédeia as
applied to ten see note on De¢ .4br. 244.

® This does not seem to mean more than that all the pro-
perties and mysteries of numbers must necessarily fall within
the decimal system, for *“round ten as a turning-point the
unlimited series of numbers wheel and retrace their steps,”
De Op. 47. - ¢ {.e. improper or proper fractions.

15
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THE DECALOGUE, 21-25

than the one below and less than the one above
by the same amount,® as for example 1 2 3; the geo-
metrical where the ratio of the second to the first
term is the same as that of the third to the second,
as with 1 2 4, and this is seen whether the ratio is
double or treble or any multiple, or again fractional
as 3 to 2, 4 to 3, and the like ; once more the har-
monic in which the middle term exceeds and is ex-
ceeded by the extremes on either side by the same
fraction, as is the case with 3, 4, 6.? Ten 22
also contains the properties observed in triangles,
quadrilaterals and other polygons, and also those of
the concords, the fourth, fifth, octave and double
octave intervals, where the ratios are respectively 14,
ie 4:8, 1}, i.e. 3:2, doubled, ie. 2:1, fourfold,
i.e. 8:2. Consequently it seems to me that those 23
who first gave names to things did reasonably, wise
men that they were, in giving it the name of decad,
as being the dechad, or receiver, because it receives
and has made room for every kind of number and
numerical ratio and progressions and also concords
and harmonies. VII. But indeed apart 24
from what has been said, the decad may reason-
ably be admired because it embraces Nature as seen
both with and without extension in space. Nature
exists without extension nowhere except in the point ;
with extension in three forms, line, surface, solid.
For space as limited by two points is a line, but, 25
where there are two dimensions, we have a surface,

@ Lit. * which exceeds and is exceeded by the same number.”
See App. p. 609.

® See the more detailed explanation in De Op. 109, where
the example given is that 6, 8, 12 are in harmonic progression
because 8 exceeds 6 by % of 6, and is exceeded by 12 by 4 of
12. Here as often the ordinal is used for the cardinal.
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[185]
29

¢ This seems to be the meaning, though both 8poc and yewwdw
are used in a different sense from what they have in the earlier
part of the sentence, where the Spo: generate by addition to each
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THE DECALOGUE, 25-29

as the line has expanded into breadth ; where there
are three, we have a solid, as length and breadth
have acquired depth, and here Nature comes to a
halt, for she has not produced more than three dimen-
sions. All these have numbers for their archetypes, 26
1 for the non-extended point, 2 for the line, 3 for
the surface, 4 for the solid, and these one, two, three,
four added together make the ten which gives a
glimpse of other beauties also to those who have
eyes to see. For we may say that the infinite series 27
of numbers is measured by ten, because its constituent
terms are the four, 1, 2, 3, 4, and the same terms
produce the hundred out of the tens, since 10, 20,
30, 40 make a hundred, and similarly the thousand
is produced out of the hundreds and the ten thousand
or myriad out of the thousands, and these, the unit,
the ten, the hundred and the thousand are the four
starting-points from each of which springs a ten.?
And again, this same ten, apart from what has already 28
been said, reveals other differences in numbers ;
the order of prime numbers divisible by the unit
alone having for its pattern three, five, seven : the
square, that is four, the cube, eight, the products
respectively of two and three equal numbers, and
the perfect number six equal to the sum? of its
factors 3, 2 and 1. VIIL. But why enumerate the 29
virtues of Ten, which are infinite in number, and thus
treat perfunctorily a task of supreme greatness which
by itself is found to be an all-sufficing subject for

other. Presumably the uvpids is not named as a new starting-
point, because Greek has no special term for ten myriads or
beyond.

v Or perhaps * both the product and sum,” ¢f. De Op. 13.
But the essence of * perfection ” lies in the sum, as exempli-
fied by 28, ¢f. Mos. ii. 84 and note.
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TovTwY duéroyov ofov éyw pe‘réxw ,u,év ot}m’as
8avewa[.bevog ad’ €Ka0"TOl) TV m‘ocxecwv, 3 wv
aﬂ's’re)\ea@n 036 o Koop.os, s kal UdaTos kKol
aepos Kal TUpds, TG TPOS TNV Euny oUOTAOW au*r-
apréorata: peréyw 8¢ wai mowdTnros, kal’ A
dvbpwmds elpe, kai moodTyTos, 7§ mTAiKos® ylvopual
3¢ kal mpds Ti, 6Tav pov mpds Sefiols Tis 1) WPOS
edwydpows 7 dAa kal moud, TpiBwy Ti N kelpwy,t
kal mdoyw, kewpduevos 1) TpiBduevos I’ érépwv:

3 -~ g4 ,f ’Z " ﬂ A 7 N
kv 7O éyew eferdlopar, 7 mept eBAnuévos ki
Omhopévos, kv TQ kelobor, ayédn* T kabeld-
pevos 1) karaxexAiuévos: elul 8¢ mdvrws kdv Téme
kal ypovew, 7@V mpoetpnuévwy oddevds Suvauévou
xwpls dudoly dploractar.

IX. Tavrl pév odv dmoypdvrws Aedéxbw, ovv-

I k] 3 ~ \ > 14 A I

vdaivew 3 dvayxaiov T4 aKo)\ovea. TovS SeKa
Adyous 17 xpnopovs, véuovs 'q feopods mpos
o)\’r]f)ecav ovtas, oﬂpowﬁewos ToD eevovs aVSpwv
opol kal yvwaik@v els ekxAnoiav, 6 marnp TV
SAawv é0éomoev. dpd ye dwrijs Tpémov mpoéuevos

! mss. kalwv. Clearly it must correspond with the passive
following. But Aristotle in Catfeg. has kaiw and xalopar as
his examples.

2 So Mangey with most mss.: Cohn oxedév with M. Though

the addition of 7« may perhaps rather point to oyeddv I do
not see what it can mean here. oxédnv regarded as the
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THFE, DECALOGUE, 29-32

students of mathematies ? But while we
must leave unnoticed the rest, there is one which
may without impropriety be mentioned as a sample.
Those who study the doctrines of philosophy say 30
that the categories ¢ in nature, as they are called, are
ten only, substance, quality, quantity, relation,
activity, passivity, state, position and the indis-
pensables for all existence, time and place. There 31
is nothing which does not participate in these cate-
gories. I have substance, for I have borrowed what
is all-sufficient to make me what I am from each of
the elements out of which this world was framed,
earth, water, air and fire. I have quality in so far
as I am a man, and quantity as being of a certain size.
I become relative when anyone is on my right hand
or my left, I am active when I rub or shave ? anything,
or passive when I am rubbed or shaved. I am in a
particular state when I wear clothing or arms and in
a particular position when I sit quietly or am lying
down, and I am necessarily both in place and time
since none of the above conditions can exist without
these two.

IX. These points have been sufficiently discussed 32
and may now be left. We must proceed to carry on
the discussion to embrace what follows next. The
ten words or oracles, in reality laws or statutes,
were delivered by the Father of All when the nation,
men and women alike, were assembled together.
Did He do so by His own utterance in the form of a

¢ On the categories see App. pp. 609-610.

® Or “shear.” «efpw seems to have been a favourite word

for exemplifying the force of the three voices. See note on
De Cher. 79.

adverb of oyéais, often used by Philo in contrast with xiraws
(see particularly De Sobr. 34), seems quite appropriate here.
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favparovpyijoat Ke)\evaag 7ixov adpatov év dépu
dnuovpynbivar, mdvtwy dpydvwy BavpaciwTepov,
dppoviors Tedelous rppoopévov, odk diuyov dAX’
000’ ek owpatos kai Puyis Tpdmov {hov ovveoTn-

dra,l GAAG. Yuxny doyuajy dvdmAewr® cadmvelas
Kéra)}! d X1 Aoyucy 7
kal TpavéTnTos, 7 TOv dépa oxnuaTicacga Kal
émrelvaca kal mpods whp Proyoedés peraBarodoa
kafdmep mvebpa Sia odAmiyyos dwviy TooavTNY
&vaplpov éénynoev, s Tols €yytara Tods moppw-
rdrw kar’ | loov dkpodobfar Sokelv. dvbpdmwy
pév yap al dwval mpds ufikioTov dmoTewdpeval
medvkaaw e’faa@evei‘v, ws dpLSﬁ)\oug Tols p,axpdw.
aqSeamKoaL m; 'ywea@ac N avn)hyg[:ecg Tals
errem'aaeaw EK 700 kat’ o)uyov dpavpovpévas,
émedn kal 7o Spyava Pfaprd- Ty 8¢ Kexaiwovp-
yuérmy pwry émumvéovoa Oeob Svvauis fyewpe
kai élwmiper kal dvayéovoa mdvry TO Tédos TS
dpxfs amépawe TnAavyéoTepov, drony €répav moAD
ﬁeAﬂ.’w Tﬁg 8 drwv Tals ékafa'*rwv iﬁvxaig évrifeioa-
7 ,uev yap cheSvfepa mws odoa atobnois drpeuiler,
,u.expcs av v’ dépos mAnybeica SLaKLV'Y)B’Y), Pldve
&9 s évbéov Biavolas Sfvrdrew Tdyer mpo-
inavrdoa Tols )\e'yo,u,evotg

X. (wa]g pev 8% Tis Oelas 7T€pL TogadTa.
dedvrws 8 dv Tis dmopioas, Tob ydpv, mAeloTwy

! Mss. ouweoryias O -ds OT -67a.
2 Cohn prints dvdmdew, which appears in one ms., but I
cannot discover any authority for this form of the acc.
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THE DECALOGUE, 32-36

voice ? Surely not : may no such thought ever enter
our minds, for God is not as a man needing mouth
and tongue and windpipe. I should suppose that 33
God wrought on this occasion a miracle of a truly
holy kind by bidding an invisible sound to be created
in the air more marvellous than all instruments and
fitted with perfect harmonies, not soulless, nor yet
composed of body and soul like a living creature, but
arational soul full of clearness and distinctness, which
giving shape and tension to the air and changing it
to flaming fire, sounded forth like the breath through
a trumpet an articulate voice so loud that it appeared
to be equally audible to the farthest as well as the
nearest. For it is the nature of men’s voices if 34
carried to a great distance to grow faint so that per-
sons afar off have but an indistinet impression which
gradually fades away with each lengthening of the
extension, since the organism which produces them
also is subject to decay.® But the new miraculous voice 35
was set in action and kept in flame by the power of
God which breathed upon it and spread it abroad on
every side and made it more illuminating in its ending
than in its beginning by creating in the souls of each
and all another kind of hearing far superior to the
hearing of the ears. For that is but a sluggish sense,
inactive until aroused by the impact of the air, but
the hearing of the mind possessed by God makes the
first advance and goes out to meet the spoken words
with the keenest rapidity.

X. So much for the divine voice. But we may 36
properly ask why, when all these many thousands were

@ Or perhaps *just as musical instruments (and therefore
the sounds which they make) are subject to decay.”
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-3

¢ Gen. xvil. 1 1xx3; E.V. “I am God Almighty.”

® I have punctuated and translated this sentence in the
only way which seems to me possible, if the text is to stand,
i.e. I have placed a comma after éxdorq instead of (as Cohn)
after dmayopedwy, and understand em()\’r)maiﬂ or dwadéyerar
after re 8¢ and take 7dv éudepouévwr as partitive after
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THE DECALOGUE, 36-40

collected in one spot, He thought good in proclaiming
His ten oracles to address each not-as to several
persons but as to one, Thou shalt not commit
adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal,
and so too with the rest. One answer which must 87
be given is that He wishes to teach the readers of the
sacred scriptures a most excellent lesson, namely
that each single person, when he is law-abiding and
obedient to God, is equal in worth to a whole nation,
even the most populous, or rather to all nations, and
if we may go still farther, even to the whole world.
And therefore elsewhere, when He praises a certain 38
just man, He says, I am thy God,® though He was
also the God of the world. And thus we see that all
the rank and file who are posted in the same line
and give a like satisfaction to their commander, have
an equal share of approbation and honour.

A second reason is that a speaker who harangues 39
a multitude in general does not necessarily talk to
any one person, whereas if he addresses his com-
mands or prohibitions as though to each individual
separately, the practical instructions given in the
course of his speech are at once held to apply to the
whole body in common also.? If the exhortations are
received as a personal message, the hearer is more
ready to obey, but if collectively with others, he is
deaf to them, since he takes the multitude as a cover
for disobedience.

A third reason is that He wills that no king or 40
despot swollen with arrogance and contempt should
despise an insignificant private person butshouldstudy

npaxréa=""among the contents of his speech.” But it is ex-
ceedingly awkward and some corruption is probable. For
further discussion see App. p. 610.
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THE DECALOGUE, 40-43

in the school of the divine laws and abate his super-
cilious airs, and through the reasonableness or rather
the assured truth of their arguments unlearn his self-
conceit. For if the Uncreated, the Incorruptible, the 41
Eternal, Who needs nothing and is the maker of all,
the Benefactor and King of kings and God of gods
could not brook to despise even the humblest, but
deigned to banquet him on holy oracles and statutes,
as though he should be the sole guest, as though
for him alone the feast was prepared to give good
cheer to a soul instructed in the holy secrets and
accepted for admission to the greatest mysteries,
what right have I, the mortal, to bear myself proud-
necked, puffed-up and loud-voiced, towards my fellows,
who, though their fortunes be unequal, have equal
rights of kinship because they can claim to be children
of the one common mother of mankind, nature ? So 42
then, though I be invested with the sovereignty of
earth and sea, I will make myself affable and easy of
access to the poorest, to the meanest, to the lonely
who have none close at hand to help them, to orphans
who have lost both parents, to wives on whom widow-
hood has fallen, to old men either childless from the
first or bereaved by the early death of those whom
they begot. For as I am a man, I shall not deem it 43
right to adopt the lofty grandeur of the pompous
stage, but make nature my home and not overstep
her limits. I will inure my mind to have the feelings
of a human being, not only because the lot both of
the prosperous and the unfortunate may change to
the reverse we know not when, but also because it
is right that even if good fortune remains securely
established, a man should not forget what he is.

7



PHILO

Sua Tabrd pou Bokel Tods ypnouovs €vikds dmo-
Tewdpevos ws mpos éva feomilew é0edfoac.

44 XI. Tldvra & ds eixds 7o mepl 7Tov TomOV
éfavpaTovpyeito, ktUmois PBpovrdv peldvwr 7
doTe xwpely dkods, doTpamdv Adppeow adyoet-
Seordrars, dopdrov adAmuyyos Ny mpos wijkioTov
dmotewovay, kabédw vedélns, % kiovos Tpomov
v pév Bdow émi yhs npijpewsro, 76 & dAdo cdua
mpos allfépiov tibos avérewe, mupds olpaviov ¢opd
kamvd Pabei Ta év kdkAw cvoxidlovros: et yap
Ocod 8vv¢ip.ews aducvovuévys  pndév TV  TOD
Koap,ou pepdv  novyalew, dAda wdvra mpos

[188] Srrnpeciov | av'ykekwﬁcr@ac. wapewﬂfkeb 3¢ 6

45 ders dyvedoas o;u)ucuv va mpos yvuamas ral
macdv Ndovdv éfw TOV mpds Tpodds dvaykalwy
dmooyduevos, Aovrpois Te kal mepippavrnplois
ralnpdpevos éx TpLdY Nuepdv, éT Kal Tas dobfTas
dmomduvdevos, év Tols udAoTa Aevyeluwy, dipo-
Batév wral dvwpliakws Ta dra, Mwvoéws mpo-
InAdoavros edrpemilecfar mpos éxxAnoiav: éyvw
yap avmjy éoopévmy, Awika pdvos dvaxdnfels

46 éxpnouwdeito. dwrn & éx péoov Tod pvévros dm’
ovpavod vaés e&rxer KaTa?T}\’)’]KTLKwTa'.’T'f], s
¢)\oyog ag didAextov apBpovuérms 'rnv avvn@n Tois
aKpowp,evocg, 7 Ta }\e'yop.eva ovag vapyds
érpavodro, s opdv adra udAdov 4 drovew Soxeiv.

47 éyyvaras 8¢ pov Tov Adyov 6 véuos, év & yéypamTar
“mds 6 Aaos €dpa T dwviy ’ éudavrikdrarar

¢ For this and the next section see Ex. xx, 14-19.
b So 1xx, Ex. xix. 18, ¢f. De Mig. 47, Mos. ii. 213.
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THE DECALOGUE, 43-47

Such was the reason, as it seems to me, why he willed
to word the series of his oracles in the singular form,
and delivers them as though to one alone.

XI.# It was natural that the place should be the 44
scene of all that was wonderful, claps of thunder
louder than the ears could hold, flashes of lightning
of surpassing brightness, the sound of an invisible
trumpet reaching to the greatest distance, the de-
scent of a cloud which like a pillar stood with its foot
planted on the earth, while the rest of its body
extended to the height of the upper air, the rush
of heaven-sent fire which shrouded all around in dense
smoke. For when the power of God arrives, needs
must be that no part of the world should remain
inactive, but all move together to do Him service.
Near by stood the people. They had kept pure from 46
intercourse with women and abstained from all
pleasures save those which are necessary for the
sustenance of life. They had cleansed themselves
with ablutions and lustrations for three days past,
and moreover had washed their clothes. So in the
whitest of raiment they stood on tiptoe with ears
pricked up in obedience to the warning of Moses to

repare themselves for a congregation which he knew
would be held from the oracular advice he received
when he was summoned up by himself. Then from 46
the midst of the fire that streamed from heaven there
sounded forth to their utter amazement a voice, for
the flame became articulate speech in the language
familiar to the audience, and so clearly and distinctly
were the words formed by it that they seemed to see
rather than hear them. What I say is vouched for 47
by the law in which it is written, © All the people
saw the voice,” ? a phrase fraught with much meaning,
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THE DECALOGUE, 47-51

for it is the case that the voice of men is audible,
but the voice of God truly visible. Why so ? Because
whatever God says is not words but deeds, which are
judged by the eyes rather than the ears. Admirable 48
too, and worthy of the Godhead, is the saying that the
voice proceeded from the fire, for the oracles of God
have been refined and assayed as gold is by fire.
And it conveys too, symbolically, some such meaning 49
as this : since it is the nature of fire both to give
light and to burn, those who resolve to be obedient
to the divine utterances will live for ever as in un-
clouded light with the laws themselves as stars
illuminating their souls, while all who are rebellious
will continue to be burnt, aye and burnt to ashes, by
their inward lusts, which like a flame will ravage the
whole life of those in whom they dwell.

XII. Such are the points which required a pre- 50
liminary treatment. We must now turn to the oracles
themselves and examine all the different matters
with which they deal. We find that He divided the
ten into two sets of five which He engraved on two
tables, and the first five obtained the first place, while
the other was awarded the second. Both are ex-
cellent and profitable for life ; both open out broad
highroads leading at the end to a single goal, roads
along which a soul which ever desires the best can
travel without stumbling. The superior set of five 51
treats of the following matters: the monarchical
principle by which the world is governed : idols of
stone and wood and images in general made by
human hands : the sin of taking the name of God
in vain: the reverent observance of the sacred
seventh day as befits its holiness : the duty of honour-
ing parents, each separately and both in common.
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THE DECALOGUE, 51-54

Thus one set of enactments begins with God the
Father and Maker of all, and ends with parents who
copy His nature by begetting particular persons.
The other set of five contains all the prohibitions,
namely adultery, murder, theft, false witness,
covetousness or lust.

We must examine with all care each of the pro-
nouncements, giving perfunctory treatment to none.
The transcendent source of all that exists is God, as
piety is the source of the virtues, and it is very
necessary that these two should be first discussed.

A great delusion has taken hold of the
larger part of mankind in regard to a fact which
properly should be established beyond all question in
every mind to the exclusion of, or at least above, all
others. For some have deified the four elements,
earth, water, air and fire, others the sun, moon,
planets ¢ and fixed stars, others again the heaven by
itself, others the whole world. But the highest and
the most august, the Begetter, the Ruler of the great
World-city, the Commander-in-Chief of the invincible

host, the Pilot who ever steers all things in safety, Him .

they have hidden from sight by the misleading titles
assigned to the objects of worship mentioned above.

53

Different people give them different names : some 54

call the earth Koré or Demeter or Pluto, and the
sea Poseidon, and invent marine deities subordinate
to him and great companies of attendants, male and
female. They call air Hera? and fire Hephaestus,
the sun Apollo, the moon Artemis, the morning-star

@ Greek ‘‘the other planets,” the sun and moon being
regarded as planets. b See App. p. 610.
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1 Mss. pvfoypdpouvs or -ois.

¢ Or “sparkler,” *“twinkler.” For these non-mythological
names of the planets see Quis Rerum 224.
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THE DECALOGUE, 55-59

Aphrodite and the glitterer 2 Hermes, and each of the 55
other stars have names handed down by the myth-
makers, who have put together fables skilfully con-
trived to deceive the hearers and thus won a reputa-
tion for accomplishment in name-giving. So too in 56
accordance with the theory by which they divided
the heaven into two hemispheres, one above the
earth and one below it, they called them the Dioscuri
and invented a further miraculous story of their
living on alternate days.? For indeed as heaven is 57
always revolving ceaselessly and continuously round
and round, each hemisphere must necessarily al-
ternately change its position day by day and become
upper or lower as it appears, though in reality there

is no upper or lower in a spherical figure, and it is
merely in relation to our own position that we are
accustomed to speak of what is above our heads as
upper and the opposite to this as lower.

Now to one who is determined to follow a genuine 58
philosophy and make a pure and guileless piety his
own, Moses gives this truly admirable and religious
command that he should not suppose any of the
parts of the universe to be the omnipotent God.
For the world has become what it is, and its becom-
ing is the beginning of its destruction, even though
by the providence of God it be made immortal, and
there was a time when it was not. But to speak of
God as “ not being ”’ at some former time, or having
“become ” at some particular time and not existing -
for all eternity is profanity. XIII. But 59
there are some whose views are affected with such
folly that they not only regard the said objects as
gods but each of them severally as the greatest and

b Od. xi. 303. See App. p. 610.
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THE DECALOGUE, 59-63

primal God. Incapacity for instruction or indifference
to learning prevents them from knowing the truly
Existent because they suppose that there is no in-
visible and conceptual cause outside what the senses
perceive, though the clearest possible proof lies ready
at their hand. For while it is with the soul that they 60
live and plan and carry out all the affairs of human
life, they can never see the soul with the eyes of the
body, though every feeling of ambition might well
have been aroused in the hope of seeing that most
august of all sacred objects, the natural stepping-
stone to the conception of the Uncreated and Eternal,
the invisible Charioteer who guides in safety the
whole universe. So just as anyone who rendered 61
to the subordinate satraps the honours due to the
Great King would have seemed to reach the height
not only of unwisdom but of foolhardiness, by be-
stowing on servants what belonged to their master,
in the same way anyone who pays the same tribute
to the creatures as to their Maker may be assured
that he is the most senseless and unjust of men
in that he gives equal measure to those who are
not equal, though he does not thereby honour
the meaner many but deposes the one superior.
And there are some who in a further 62
excess of impiety do not even give this equal
payment, but bestow on those others all that can
tend to honour, while to Him they refuse even the
commonest of all tributes, that of remembering
Him. Whom duty bids them remember, if nothing
more,? Him they forget, a forgetfulness deliberately
practised to their lasting misery. Some again, seized 63
with a loud-mouthed frenzy, publish abroad samples
of their deep-seated impiety and attempt to blas-
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THE DECALOGUE, 63-66

pheme the Godhead, and when they whet the edge
of their evil-speaking tongue they do so in the wish
to grieve the pious who feel at once the inroad of a
sorrow indescribable and inconsolable, which passing
through the ears wastes as with fire the whole soul.
For this is the battery of the unholy, and is in itself
enough to curb the mouths of the devout who hold
that silence is best for the time being to avoid giving
provocation. XIV. Let us then reject all such im-
posture and refrain from worshipping those who by
nature are our brothers,? even though they have been
given a substance purer and more immortal than ours,
for created things, in so far as they are created, are
brothers, since they have all one Father, the Maker
of the universe. Let us instead in mind and speech
and every faculty gird ourselves up with vigour and
activity to do the service of the Uncreated, the
Eternal, the Cause of all, not submitting nor abasing
ourselves to do the pleasure of the many who work
the destruction even of those who might be saved.
Let us, then, engrave deep in our hearts this as the
first and most sacred of commandments, to acknow-
ledge and honour one God Who is above all, and let
the idea that gods are many never even reach the
ears of the man whose rule of life is to seek for truth
in purity and guilelessness.

® But while all who give worship and service to sun
and moon and the whole heaven and universe or their
chief parts as gods most undoubtedly err by magnifying
the subjects above the ruler, their offence is less than
that of the others who have given shape to stocks

see note), though elsewhere, as in De Op. 144, admitted to
have bodies. Philo always, I think, distinguishes them from
angels.

® Here begins the Second Commandment.
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THE DECALOGUE, 66-70

and stones and silver and gold and similar materials
each according to their fancy and then filled the
habitable world with images and wooden figures and
the other works of human hands fashioned by the
craftsmanship of painting and sculpture, arts which
have wrought great mischief in the life of mankind.
For these idolaters cut away the most excellent 67
support of the soul, the rightful conception of the
Ever-living God. Like boats without ballast they are
for ever tossed and carried about hither and thither,
never able to come to harbour or to rest securely in
the roadstead of truth, blind to the one thing worthy
of contemplation, which alone demands keen-sighted
vision. To my mind they live a more miserable life 68
than those who have lost the sight of the body, for
those have been disabled through no wish of their
own but either through suffering from some grievous
disease of the eyes or through the malice of their
enemies, but these others have of deliberate purpose
not only dimmed but without scruple cast away en-
tirely the eye of the soul. And therefore pity for 69
their misfortune waits upon the former, punishment
for their depravity quite justly on the latter. In their
general ignorance they have failed to perceive even
that most obvious truth which even * a witless infant
knows,” ¢ that the craftsman is superior to the product
of his craft both in time, since he is older than what he
makes and in a sense its father, and in value, since
the efficient element is held in higher esteem than
the passive effect. And while if they 70
were consistent in their sin, they should have deified
the sculptors and painters themselves and given them
honours on a magnificent scale, they leave them in
obscurity and bestow no favour on them, while they
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regard as gods the figures and pictures made by
their workmanship. The artists have often grown 71
old in poverty and disesteem, and mishap after mis-
hap has accompanied them to the grave, while the
works of their art are glorified by the addition of
purple and gold and silver and the other costly em-
bellishments which wealth supplies, and are served
not merely by ordinary freemen but by men of high
birth and great bodily comeliness. For the birth of
priests is made a matter for the most careful scrutiny
to see whether it is unexceptionable, and the several
parts which unite to form the body whether they
make a perfect whole. Horrible as all 72
this is, we have not reached the true horror. The
worst is still to come. We have known some of the
image-makers offer prayers and sacrifices to their
own creations though they would have done much
better to worship each of their two hands, or if they
were disinclined for that because they shrank from
appearing egotistical, to pay their homage to the
hammers and anvils and pencils and pincers and the
other tools by which their materials were shaped.
XV. Surely to persons so demented we might well say 73
boldly, * Good sirs, the best of prayers and the goal
of happiness is to become like God. Pray you there- 74
fore that you may be made like your images and thus
enjoy supreme happiness with eyes that see not, ears
that hear not, nostrils which neither breathe nor
smell, mouths that never taste nor speak, hands that
neither give nor take nor do anything at all, feet that
walk not, with no activity in any parts of your bodies,*
but kept under watch and ward in your temple-prison
day and night, ever drinking in the smoke of the

¢ Philo clearly has in mind Ps. cxv, 5-8 ; ¢f. Spec. Leg. ii. 256.
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victims. For this is the one good which you imagine
your idols to enjoy.”” As a matter of fact I expect 75
that such advice would be received with indignation
as savouring of imprecations rather than of prayers
and would call forth abusive repudiations and retorts,
and this would be the strongest proof of the wide
extent of impiety shown by men who acknowledge
gods of such a nature that they would abominate the
idea of resembling them. XVI. Letno one,then,who 76
has a soul worship a soulless thing, for it is utterly
preposterous that the works of nature ¢ should turn
aside to do service to what human hands have
wrought. But the Egyptians are rightly
charged not only on the count to which every country
is liable, but also on another peculiar to themselves.
For in addition to wooden and other images, they
have advanced to divine honours irrational animals,?
bulls and rams and goats, and invented for each some
fabulous legend of wonder. And with these perhaps 77
there might be some reason, for they are thoroughly
domesticated and useful for our livelihood. The ox
is a plougher and opens up furrows at seed-time and
again is a very capable thresher when the corn has
to be purged; the ram provides the best possible
shelter, namely, clothing, for if our bodies were naked
they would easily perish, either through heat or
through intense cold, in the first case under the
scorching of the sun, in the latter through the re-
frigeration caused by the air. But actually the 78
Egyptians have gone to a further excess and chosen

the antithesis to yeipdxpnra. Possibly our  brethren,” the
stars, which would also have to worship the images, if they
were worthy of worship, are included.

» For other references to Egyptian animal worship see
App. pp. 610-611.
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the fiercest and most savage of wild animals, lions and
crocodiles and among reptiles the venomous asp, all
of which they dignify with temples, sacred precincts,
sacrifices, assemblies, processions and the like. For
after ransacking the two elements given by God to
man for his use, earth and water, to find their fiercest
occupants, they found on land no creature more
savage than the lion nor in water than the crocodile
and these they reverence and honour. Many other 79
animals too they have deified, dogs, cats, wolves
and among the birds, ibises and hawks; fishes
too, either their whole bodies or particular parts.
What could be more ridiculous than all this?
Indeed strangers on their first arrival in Egypt 80
before the vanity of the land has gained a lodge-
ment in their minds are like to die with laughing
at it, while anyone who knows the flavour of right
instruction, horrified at this veneration of things
so much the reverse of venerable, pities those
who render it and regards them with good reason
as more miserable than the creatures they honour,
as men with souls transformed into the nature of
those creatures, so that as they pass before him,
they seem beasts in human shape. So 81
then He gave no place in His sacred code of laws to
all such setting up of other gods, and called upon
men to honour Him that truly is, not because He
needed that honour should be paid to Him, for He
that is all-sufficient to Himself needs nothing else,
but because He wished to lead the human race,
wandering in pathless wilds, to the road from which
none can stray, so that following nature they might
win the best of goals, knowledge of Him that truly
13, Who is the primal and most perfect good, from
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Whom as from a fountain is showered the water of
each particular good upon the world and them that
dwell therein.

XVII. We have now discussed as fully as possible 82
the second commandment. Let us proceed to
examine carefully the next in order, not to take God’s
name in vain. Now the reason for the position of this
commandment in the list will be understood by those
who have clear-sighted minds, for the name always
stands second to the thing which it represents as the
shadow which follows the body. So after speaking 83
first about the existence of the Ever-existent and
the honour due to Him as such, He follows it at once
in orderly sequence by giving a commandment on
the proper use of His title, for the errors of men in
this part of their duty are manifold and multiform.

To swear not at all is the best course 84
and most profitable to life, well suited to a rational
nature which has been taught to speak the truth so
well on each occasion that its words are regarded
as oaths; to swear truly is only, as people say,

a “second-best voyage,”’ ¢ for the mere fact of his
swearing casts suspicion on the trustworthiness of
the man. Let him, then, lag and linger in the hope g5
that by repeated postponement he may avoid the
oath altogether. But, if necessity be too
strong for him, he must consider in no careless fashion
all that an oath involves, for that is no small thing,
though custom makes light of it. For an oath is an g6
appeal to God as a witness on matters in dispute,
and to call Him as witness to a lie is the height of
profanity. Be pleased, I beg you, to take a look
with the aid of your reason into the mind of the in-
tending perjurer. You will see there a mind not at
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peace but full of uproar and confusion, labouring
under accusation, suffering all manner of insult and
reviling. For every soul has for its birth-fellow 87
and house-mate a monitor * whose way is to admit
nothing that calls for censure, whose nature is ever to
hate evil and love virtue, who is its accuser and its
judge in one. If he be once roused as accuser he
censures, accuses and puts the soul to shame, and
again as judge, he instructs, admonishes and exhorts
it to change its ways. And if he has the strength
to persuade it, he rejoices and makes peace. But
if he cannot, he makes war to the bitter end, never
leaving it alone by day or night, but plying it with
stabs and deadly wounds until he breaks the thread of
its miserable and ill-starred life. XVIII. How 88
now! I would say to the perjurer, will you dare
to accost any of your acquaintance and say, * Come,
sir, and testify for me that you have seen and heard
and been in touch throughout with things which you
did not see nor hear.” My own belief is that you
would not, for it would be the act of a hopeless lunatic.
If you are sober and to all appearance in your right 89
mind, how could you have the face to say to your
friend, * For the sake of our comradeship, work
iniquity, transgress the law, join me in impiety ” ?
Clearly if he hears such words, he will turn his back
upon his supposed comradeship, and reproaching
himself that there should ever have been the tie of
friendship between him and such a person, rush away
from him as from a savage and maddened beast.
Can it be, then, that on a matter on which you would 9o
not dare to cite even a friend you do not blush to call
God to witness, God the Father and Ruler of the
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world? Do you do so with the knowledge that He
sees and hears all things or in ignorance of this?
If in ignorance, you are an atheist, and atheism is 91
the source of all iniquities, and in addition to your
atheism you cut the ground from under the oath,
since in swearing by God you attribute a care for
human affairs to one who in your view has no regard
for them. But if you are convinced of His provi-
dence as a certainty, there is no further height of
impiety which remains for you to reach when you say
to God, if not with your mouth and tongue, at any
rate with your conscience, “ Witness to a falsehood
for me, share my evil-doing and my knavery. The
one hope I have of maintaining my good name with
men is that Thou shouldest disguise the truth. Be
wicked for the sake of another, the superior for the
sake of the inferior, the Divine, the best of all, for a
man, and a bad man to boot.” ’
XIX. There are some who without even any gain in 92
prospect have an evil habit of swearing incessantly
and thoughtlessly about ordinary matters where there
is nothing at all in dispute, filling up the gaps in
their talk with oaths, forgetting that it were better to
submit to have their words cut short or rather to be
silenced altogether, for from much swearing springs
false swearing and impiety. Therefore one who is 93
about to take an oath should have made a careful
and most punctilious examination, first of the matter
in question, whether it is of sufficient importance,
whether it has actually happened, and whether he has
a sound apprehension of the facts; secondly, of
himself, whether his soul is pure from lawlessness, his
body from pollution, his tongue from evil-speaking,
for it would be sacrilege to employ the mouth by
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which one pronounces the holiest of all names,
to utter any words of shame. And let him seek for a 94
suitable time and place. For I know full well that
there are persons who, in profane and impure places
where it would not be fitting to mention either a
father or mother or even any good-living elder out-
side his family, swear at length and make whole
speeches consisting of a string of oaths and thus, by
their misuse of the many forms of the divine name
in places where they ought not to do so, show their
impiety. Anyone who treats what I have said with 95
contempt may rest assured, first, that he is polluted
and unclean, secondly, that the heaviest punishments
are waiting to fall upon him. For justice, who
surveys human affairs, is inflexible and implacable
towards such grave misdeeds, and when she thinks
well to refrain from immediate chastisement, be
sure that she does but put out her penalties to loan
at high interest, only to exact them when the time
comes to the common benefit of all.

XX. The fourth commandment deals with the 96
sacred seventh day, that it should be observed in a
reverent and religious manner. While some states
celebrate this day as a feast once a month,? reckoning
it from the commencement as shown by the moon,
the Jewish nation never ceases to do so at continuous
intervals with six days between each. There is an 97
account recorded in the story of the Creation con-
taining a cogent reason for this: we are told that the
world was made in six days and that on the seventh
God ceased from His works and began to contem-
plate what had been so well created, and therefore
He bade those who should live as citizens under this 98
world-order follow God in this as in other matters.
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So He commanded that they should apply themselves
to work for six days but rest on the seventh and turn
to the study of wisdom, and that while they thus had
leisure for the contemplation of the truths of nature
they should also consider whether any offence against
purity had been committed in the preceding days,
and exact from themselves in the council-chamber
of the soul, with the laws as their fellow-assessors
and fellow-examiners, a strict account of what they
had said or done in order to correct what had been
neglected and to take precaution against repetition

of any sin. But while God once for all made a final 99

use of six days for the completion of the world and
had no further need of time-periods, every man being
a partaker of mortal nature and needing a vast
multitude of things to supply the necessaries of life
ought never to the end of his life to slacken in pro-
viding what he requires, but should rest on the sacred
seventh days. Have we not here a most admirable
injunction full of power to urge us to every virtue
and piety most of all ? ““ Always follow God,” it says,
“ find in that single six-day period in which, all-suffi-
cient for His purpose, He created the world, a pattern
of the time set apart to thee for activity. Iind, too,
in the seventh day the pattern of thy duty to study
wisdom, that day in which we are told that He sur-
veyed what He had wrought, and so learn to meditate
thyself on the lessons of nature and all that in thy
own life makes for happiness.” Let us not then
neglect this great archetype of the two best lives, the
practical and the contemplative, but with that pattern
ever before our eyes engrave in our hearts the clear
image and stamp of them both, so making mortal
nature, as far as may be, like the immortal by saying
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¢ 4.e. in Leg. AIl. i. 2-4: ** Moses wished to exhibit things
mortal and immortal as having been formed in a way corres-
ponding to their proper numbers” (§ 4). The reason why six
is the appropriate number for mortal things, as seven for
immortal, is given just before.

» For the Pythagorean origin of these epithets see note on
Mos. ii. 210.

¢ Or “ archetype.”

4 For the mystical identity of One and Seven ¢f. De Post. 64,
Quod Deus 11, and § 159 below.

¢ This whole section, like its parallel, De Cher. 22, is based
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and doing what we ought. But in what sense the
world is said to have been created by God in six days
when no time-period of any kind was needed by Him
for his work has been explained elsewhere in our
allegorical expositions.®
XXI. As for the number seven, the precedence
awarded to it among all that exists is explained by
the students of mathematics, who have investigated
it with the utmost care and consideration. It is the
virgin ® among the numbers, the essentially mother-
less, the closest bound to the initial Unit, the ‘“idea’ ¢
of the planets, just as the unit is of the sphere of the
fixed stars, for from the Unit and Seven springs the
incorporeal heaven which is the pattern of the visible.4
Now the substance from which the
heaven has been framed is partly undivided and
partly divided. To the undivided belongs the primal,
highest and undeviating revolution presided over by
the unit ; to the divided another revolution, second-
ary both in value and order, under the governance
of Seven, and this by a sixfold partition has produced
the seven so-called planets, or wanderers. Not that
any of the occupants of heaven wander, for sharing
as they do in a blessed and divine and happy nature,
they are all intrinsically free from any such tendency.
In fact they preserve their uniformity unbroken and

upon Plato, T¥maeus 36 c-0, where the heaven is conceived of
as consisting of two revolving circles, the exterior, the sphere
of the fixed stars, and the interior subdivided into seven con-
centric circles, one for each planet. * The exterior motion he
called the motion of the Same (7adrdv, ¢f. Philo’s ravrémys),
the interior the motion of the Other ” (so in D¢ Cher.). The
terms for ‘‘undivided” and ‘“he divided” are doxtoros and
axioas, but Plato has duépioros and pepiory) odoila a little
before (35 a).
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run their round to and fro for all eternity admitting
no swerving or alteration. It is because their course
is contrary to that of the undivided and outermost
sphere that the planets gained their name which
was improperly applied to them by the more thought-
less people, who credited with their own wanderings
the heavenly bodies which never leave their posts
in the divine camp.? For these reasons and many
others beside Seven is held in honour. But nothing
so much assures its predominance as that through it
is best given the revelation of the Father and Maker
of all, for in it, as in a mirror, the mind has a
vision of God as acting and creating the world and
controlling all that is.

XXII. After dealing with the seventh day, He
gives the fifth commandment on the honour due to
parents. This commandment He placed on the
border-line between the two sets of five ; it is the last
of the first set in which the most sacred injunctions
are given and it adjoins the second set which contains
the duties of man to man. The reason I consider is
this : we see that parents by their nature stand on
the border-line between the mortal and the immortal
side of existence, the mortal because of their kinship
with men and other animals through the perishable-
ness of the body ; the immortal because the act of
generation assimilates them to God, the generator
of the All Now we have known some
who associate themselves with one of the two sides
and are seen to neglect the other. They have drunk
of the unmixed wine of pious aspirations and turning
their backs upon all other concerns devoted their

e Cf. Plato, Laws 821 c-p, where the name of *‘ wanderers
is said to be a blasphemy.
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personal life wholly to the service of God. Others
conceiving the idea that there is no good outside
doing justice to men have no heart for anything but
companionship with men. In their desire for fellow-
ship they supply the good things of life in equal
measure to all for their use, and deem it their duty to
alleviate by anything in their power the dreaded
hardships. These may be justly called lovers of
men, the former sort lovers of God. Both come
but halfway in virtue ; they only have it whole
who win honour in both departments. But all
who neither take their fit place in dealings with
men by sharing the joy of others at the common
good and their grief at the reverse, nor cling to
piety and holiness, would seem to have been trans-
formed into the nature of wild beasts. In such
bestial savagery the first place will be taken by those
who disregard parents and are therefore the foes of
both sides of the law, the godward and the manward.
XXIII. Let them not then fail to understand that
in the two courts, the only courts which nature has,
they stand convicted ; in the divine court, of impiety
because they do not show due respect to those who
brought them forth from non-existence to existence
and in this were imitators of God ; in the human court,
of inhumanity. For to whom else will they show
kindness if they despise the closest of their kinsfolk
who have bestowed upon them the greatest boons,
some of them far exceeding any possibility of re-
payment ? For how could the begotten beget in his
turn those whose seed he is, since nature has bestowed
on parents in relation to their children an estate of
a special kind which cannot be subject to the law
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@ Clearly an allusion to the Attic law by which a citizen
nominated to perform a “leiturgia > might call upon a person
not so nominated whom he considered to be wealthier than
himself to exchange properties with him. Here, as often,
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of “exchange’’%? And thereforg the greatestindigna-

tion is justified if children, because they are unable -

to make a complete return, refuse to make even the
slightest. Properly,?I should say to them,
“ beasts ought to become tame through association
with men.” Indeed I have often known lions and
bears and panthers become tame, not only with those
who feed them, in gratitude for receiving what they
require, but also with everybody else, presumably
because of the likeness to those who give them food.®
That is what should happen, for it is always good for
the inferior to follow the superior in hope of improve-
ment. But asitis I shall be forced ta say the opposite
of this, “ You men will do well to take some beasts
for your models.” They have been trained to know
how to return benefit for benefit. Watch-dogs guard
and die for their masters when some danger suddenly
overtakes them. Sheep-dogs, they say, fight for their
charges and hold their ground till they conquer or
die, in order to keep the herdsmen unscathed. Is it
not, then, a very scandal of scandals that in returning
kindnesses a man should be worsted by a dog, the
most civilized of living creatures by the most auda-
cious of brutes ? But, if we cannot learn
from the land animals, let us turn for a lesson in
right conduct to the winged tribe that ranges the air.
Among the storks ¢ the old birds stay in the nests
when they are unable to fly, while their children fly,
I might almost say, over sea and land, gathering

Philo shews his knowledge of Attic law, as he found it in
Demosthenes.
® The sense is * the natural and proper thing is for beasts to
learn from men; in this case men have to learn from beasts.”
¢ 4.e. these animals come to associate the human form with
kindness, ¢ See App. p. 612,
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from every quarter provision for the needs of their
parents ; and so while they in the inactivity justi-
fied by their age continue to enjoy all abundance
of luxury, the younger birds making light of the
hardships sustained in their quest for food, moved
by piety and the expectation that the same treatment
will be meted to them by their offspring, repay the
debt which they may not refuse—a debt both in-
curred and discharged at the proper time—namely
that in which one or other of the parties is unable
to maintain itself, the children in the first stage of
their existence, the parents at the end of their
lives. And thus without any teacher but their natural
instinct they gladly give to age the nurture which
fostered their youth. With this example
before them may not human beings, who take no
thought for their parents, deservedly hide their faces
for shame and revile themselves for their neglect of
those whose welfare should necessarily have been
their sole or their primary care, and that not so
much as givers as repayers of a due? For children
have nothing of their own which does not come from
their parents, either bestowed from their own re-
sources or acquired by means which originate from
them. Piety and religion are the queens among the
virtues. Do they dwell within the confines of such
souls as these ? No, they have driven them from the
realm and sent them into banishment. For parents
are the servants of God for the task of begetting
children, and he who dishonours the servant dis-
honours also the Lord. Some bolder spirits,* glorify-
ing the name of parenthood, say that a father and a
mother are in fact gods revealed to sight who copy
the Uncreated in His work as the Iramer of life. He,
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they say, is the God or Maker of the world, they of
those only whom they have begotten, and how can
reverence be rendered to the invisible God by those
who show irreverence to the gods who are near at
hand and seen by the eye ?

XXIV. With these wise words on honouring
parents He closes the one set of five which is more
concerned with the divine. In committing to writing
the second set which contains the actions prohibited
by our duty to fellow-men, He begins with adultery,
holding this to be the greatest of erimes. For in the
first place it has its source in the love of pleasure
which enervates the bodies of those who entertain it,
relaxes the sinews of the soul and wastes away the
means of subsistence, consuming like an unquench-
able fire all that it touches and leaving nothing whole-
some ‘in human life. Secondly, it persuades the
adulterer not merely to do the wrong but to teach
another to share the wrong by setting up a partner-
ship in a situation where no true partnership is pos-
sible. For when the frenzy has got the mastery, the
appetites cannot possibly gain their end through one
agent only, but there must necessarily be two acting
in common, one taking the position of the teacher,
the other of the pupil, whose aim is to put on a firm
footing the vilest of sins, licentiousness and lewdness.
We cannot even say that it is only the body of the
adulteress which is corrupted, but the real truth is
that her soul rather than her body is habituated to
estrangement from the husband, taught as it is to
feel complete aversion and hatred for him.
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And the matter would be less terrible if the hatred 125

were shown openly, since what is conspicuous is more
easily guarded against, but in actual fact it easily
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Tas émvyapias wkai Tas dAAwv mpds dAdouvs émi-
wiélas, diperar kal s méAews dmdons év kiKAw
Badilov Ta’,SL'Kn,u,a. mayxdAemdy Ve ,qu‘
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dmokvdueva Tivos éori Th dAnfelg matpds: elra
Aavfdvovros 1ol mpdypatos, of pouxidiot TNV TdV
ymolwy mapaomaocduevor Tdftw dAotplav yeveav
vofedovar kai kAifpov Soov 7& Sokeiv marpdov
o0dév mpoorjkovra SiadéfovTai. kai O pév pouyos
épvBploas kai évamepvywv 76 mdbos, émidnmTov
omopav ameipas, otav dmomAnadf Tis émbuulas,
olyfjoeTar katalimdv, yédwra BQéuevos Ty Tob
mapavounlévros dyvoiav- 6 8 ola TudAds undév
TdY Vmowcovpnuévwy émarduevos s olkeléTaTta
éeyova T1a ék TAY modeuwrdrwv Oepamedew

130 dvaykactijoerar. ¢avepov 8’ €l yévoiro Tddiknua,

/3 ’ 3 N [ 8\ 73 I3
KGKOSG.L[LOVEUT(J.TO& YEVOWT QV OL UNOEV NOLKNKOTES

1 Cohn with some mss. dmodewxvovow, but the ms. authority
is almost as good for the singular, which seems better suited
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eludes suspicion and detection, shrouded by artful
knavery and sometimes creating by deceptive wiles
the opposite impression of affection. Indeed it makes
havoc of three families : of that of the husband who
suffers from the breach of faith, stripped of the pro-
mise of his marriage-vows and his hopes of legitimate
offspring, and of two others, those of the adulterer
and the woman, for the infection of the outrage and
dishonour and disgrace of the deepest kind extends
to the family of both. And if their connexions include
a large number of persons through intermarriages
and widespread associations, the wrong will travel all
round and affect the whole State. Very
painful, too, is the uncertain'status of the children, for
if the wife is not chaste there will be doubt and dis-
pute as to the real paternity of the offspring. Then
if the fact is undetected, the fruit of the adultery
usurp the position of the legitimate and form an
alien and bastard brood and will ultimately succeed
to the heritage of their putative father to which
they have no right. And the adulterer having in
insolent triumph vented his passions and sown the
seed of shame, his lust now sated, will leave the
scene and go on his way mocking at the ignorance
of the victim of his crime, who like a blind man
knowing nothing of the covert intrigues of the past
will be forced to cherish the children of his deadliest

126

127

128

129

foe as his own flesh and blood. On the other hand, if 130

the wrong becomes known, the poor children who
have done no wrong will be most unfortunate, unable

to the context than the plural, which would presumably have
dndrac or Téxva for its subject. The sequel refers to adultery
in general rather than the deceptions which usually accom-
pany it.
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mpdypa, poiyeia, ﬂp&)‘rov &Smnudva aveypdd.
XXV. Aevrepov 86’ wpoo‘ra'y,ua ,u.n o.vSpot/)ovew.
a‘ye)\ao‘rmov yap kai cruvvoyov Cwov 70 npepraTov
dvlpwmov 1 ¢iots yevnjoaca mpds Judvotav kai
kowwviay éxdlege, Adyov Bodoa ocvvaywyov eis
dppoviay katl kpdow N0&v. & 87 xkrelvwy T i)
ayvoeirw vduovs ¢vcews kal feouods dvaTpémwy
kaAds kal ovudepdvtws dmaot ypadévtas. loTw
pévror kal lepoovlias évoyos dv 70 lepddTaTov TRV
700 Geoﬁ KTNpdTWY GeouAnKdS® Ti Yop oe/wé‘repov
17 a.'yLwTepov dvdfnpa dvfpdmov; xpvo&g pév kal
dpyvpos kal Alfou ﬂo)\vTe)\eLg ral doat a)\)\ac

TipaddéoTarar JAar kdopos olxodounudrwy éotiv,

dpvyos dfiywv dvlpwmos 8¢, {Hov dpioTov KaTd
70 KpeiTTov TGV v adrd, Ty Yuxiy, ovyyevé-
>
o T@v mAeloTwy Adyos, kal 7 Tob Kdopov maTpl,
TOV €ml yfls AmdVTWY OIKELOTATOV ATMELKOVLOMA
Kal pipnpa Tis ddlov wxal evdaluovos idéas Tov
vodv Aafdv.

XXVI. Tplrov & éori Tijs devrépas mevrddos
mopdyyedpa pi) kAémrew. o6 ydp Tois dAlorplois
émrexnrws kowds molews €éxbpds, Povhicer uév
76 mwdvTwy dvvduer 8¢ 7d Twwv Ydaipoduevos, TG
v pev mheovefiav émi prkioTov éxtelveofar, T

¢ Literally “ blending of temperaments or characteristics.”
See note on Mos. ii. 256,
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to be classed with either family, either the husband’s

or the adulterer’s. Such being the disasters wrought 131
by illicit intercourse, naturally the abominable and
God-detested sin of adultery was placed first in the
list of wrongdoing.

XXV. The second commandment is to do no 132
murder. For nature, who created man the most
civilized of animals to be gregarious and sociable,
has called him to shew fellowship and a spirit of
partnership by endowing him with reason, the bond
which leads to harmony and reciprocity of feeling.®
Let him, then, who slays another know full well that
he is subverting the laws and statutes of nature so
excellently enacted for the well-being of all. Further, 133
let him understand that he is guilty of sacrilege,
the robbery from its sanctuary of the most sacred of
God’s possessions. For what votive offering is more
hallowed or more worthy of reverence than a man ?
Gold and silver and costly stones and other sub-
stances of highest price serve as ornaments to build-
ings which are as lifeless as the ornaments themselves.
But man, the best of living creatures, through that 134
higher part of his being, namely, the soul, is most
nearly akin to heaven, the purest thing in all that
exists, and, as most admit, also to the Father of the
world, possessing in his mind a closer likeness and
copy than anything else on earth of the eternal and
blessed Archetype.

XXVI. The third commandment in the second 135
five forbids stealing, for he who gapes after what
belongs to others is the common enemy of the
State, willing to rob all, but able only to filch from
some, because, while his covetousness extends in-
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definitely, his feebler capacity cannot keep pace with
it but restricted to a small compass reaches only to
a few. So all thieves who have acquired the strength
rob whole cities, careless of punishment because
their high distinction seems to set them above the
laws. These are oligarchically-minded persons, am-
bitious for despotism or domination, who perpetrate
thefts on a great scale, disguising the real fact of
robbery under the grand-sounding names of govern-
ment and leadership. Let a man, then, learn from
his earliest years to filch nothing by stealth that
belongs to another, however small it may be, be-
cause custom in the course of time is stronger than
nature, and little things if not checked grow and
thrive till they attain to great dimensions.

XXVII. Having denounced theft, he next pro-
ceeds to forbid false witness, knowing that false
witnesses are guilty under many important heads,
all of them of a grave kind. In the first place, they
corrupt truth, the august, the treasure as sacred as
anything that we possess in life, which like the sun
pours light upon facts and events and allows none of
them to be kept in the shade. Secondly, apart from
the falsehood, they veil the facts as it were in night
and profound darkness, take part with the offenders
and against those who are wronged, by affirming
that they have sure knowledge and thorough ap-
prehension of things which they have neither seen
nor heard. And indeed they commit a
third transgression even more heinous than the
first two. For when there is a lack of proofs,
either verbal or written, disputants have resort to

1 So R, other mss. {epddrarov: Cohn proposes as an alter-
native <«xdA\wovd, {epdTarov agreeing with ¢ds.
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141 l//m{;ovg dvri vopluwy xai Suauwv ypdewv. 1-o
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melfovres odk elddras & dpdow éml Tpwpla TOV

[204] 008epids dflwv woddoews. | S pév 87 Tadrd
pou Soxel pevdopapTupiov dmeimely.

142 XXVIII. Tedevraior & éEmbuuelv dmayopedel
vew'repon-obév Kol émiBovdov v émbupioav €idds.
mxwa pev yap T x//vxng wafn xa)\ewa, Jewobvra
K(u gelovra avTy mapa <;5vow Kal v'yu;uvew OUK
édvra, yademwraTov & embuula o' TRV pév
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1 Perhaps read, as Cohn later, 8iéme. See note d.

¢ {.e. the jurymen.

® Perhaps understand the jurymen, but the analogy of § 91
points rather to ‘¢ oaths.”

¢ It will be seen that Philo extends the meaning of the
word from covetousness of what is another’s to desire in
general, and this enables him to enter on a disquisition on
the four passions of the Stoics. Driver notes that the Hebrew
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witnesses whose words are taken by the jurymen as
standards in determining the verdicts they are about

to give, since they are obliged to fall back on these .

alone if there is no other means of testing the truth.
The result is that those against whom the testimony
is given suffer injustice when they might have won
their case, and the judges who listen to the testimony
record unjust and lawless instead of just and lawful
votes. In fact, the knavery of the action amounts to
impiety, for it is the rule that jurymen must be put
on their oaths and indeed oaths of the most terrific
character which are broken not so much by the vic-
tims @ as by the perpetrators of the deception, since
the former do not err intentionally, while the latter
with full knowledge set the oaths at nought.? They
deliberately sin themselves and persuade those who
have control of the voting to share their sin and,
though they know not what they do, punish persons
who deserve no chastisement. It was for these
reasons, 1 believe, that He forbade false witness.
XXVIII. The last commandment is against covet-
ousness or desire ¢ which he knew to be a subversive
and insidious enemy. For all the passions of the
soul which stir and shake it out of its proper nature
and do not let it continue in sound health are hard to
deal with, but desire is hardest of all. And therefore ¢
while each of the others seems to be involuntary, an

word also is general and only gets its bad sense from the
context. For some analogies with Stoic phraseology see
App. p. 612.

4 The logic of *therefore” is not at all clear; neither,
however, is Cohn’s later substitute of * because.”” Perhaps
however xalemd may be taken=¢ baneful” or “evil,” and
Philo is, as so often, insisting on the difference in guilt be-
tween voluntary and involuntary sins.
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extraneous visitation, an assault from outside, desire
alone originates with ourselves and is voluntary.

What is it that I mean ? The presenta-
tion to the mind of something which is actually with
us and considered to be good, arouses and awakes the
soul when at rest and like a light flashing upon the
eyes raises it to a state of great elation. This sensa-
tion of the soul is called pleasure. And
when evil, the opposite of good, forces its way in and
deals a home thrust to the soul, it at once fills it all
against its will with depression and dejection. This
sensation is called grief, or pain. When
the evil thing is not yet lodged inside nor pressing
hard upon us but is on the point of arriving and is
making its preparation, it sends in its van trepidation
and distress, messengers of evil presage, to sound the
alarm. This sensation is called fear. But
when a person conceives an idea of something good
which is not present and is eager to get it, and propels
his soul to the greatest distance and strains it to the
greatest possible extent in his avidity to touch the
desired object, he is, as it were, stretched upon a
wheel, all anxiety to grasp the object but unable to
reach so far and in the same plight as persons pur-
suing with invincible zeal, though with inferior speed,
others who retreat before them. We
also find a similar phenomenon in the senses. The
eyes are often eager to obtain apprehension of some
very far off object. They strain themselves and
carry on bravely and indeed beyond their strength,
then hit upon a void and there slip, failing to get
an accurate knowledge of the object in question,

such verb is known to the dictionaries, but it has the analogy
of éuBdiw. 2 Mss. édavve.
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1 For text see App. p. 618. 2 Mss. piverat.
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and furthermore they lose strength and their power
of sight is dimmed by the intensity and violence of
their steady gazing. And again when an in-
distinct noise is carried from a long distance the ears
are roused and pressed forward at high speed ? and
are eager to go nearer if they could, in their longing
to have the sound made clear to the hearing. The
noise however, whose impact evidently continues to
be dull, does not shew any increase of clearness which
might make it knowable, and so a still greater in-
tensity is given to the ceaseless and indescribable
longing for apprehension. For desire entails the
punishment of Tantalus; as he missed everything
that he wished for just when he was about to touch
it, so the person who is mastered by desire, ever
thirsting for what is absent remains unsatisfied,
fumbling around his baffled appetite. And just as
diseases of the creeping type, if not arrested in time
by the knife or cautery, course round all that unites
to make the body and leave no part uninjured, so
unless philosophical reasoning, like a good physician,
checks the stream of desire, all life’s affairs will be
necessarily distorted from what nature prescribes.
For there is nothing so secreted that it escapes from
passion, which when once it finds itself in security
and freedom spreads like a flame and works universal
destruction. It may perhaps be foolish
to dilate at this length on facts so obvious, for what
man or city does not know that they provide clear
proof of their truth, not only every day but almost
every hour? Consider the passion whether for money
or a woman or glory or anything else that produces

¢ For the use of émovpl{w (here intransitive) see note on
De Ab. 20 and Mos. i. 288.
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Oereito, dydluata kai £dava kal cvwddws dp-
Bpvpata, v ypadikn kal mAacTikn PlaBepal
dnuovpyol, karackevdlew odk édv o008 doa
uibwy mAdopara mpooieofor, Oeoyapiav rai Oeo-
[206] yoviav kai Tdas duporépais émouévas | auvbiTovs

1 mss, Todro.

2 Cohn (in note to Treitel’s translation) vavuayucais. But,
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pleasure : are the evils which it causes small or
casual ? Is it not the cause why kinsmen become
estranged and change their natural goodwill to
deadly hatred, why great and populous countries
are desolated by internal factions, and land and sea
are filled with ever-fresh calamaties wrought by
battles on sea and campaigns on land? For all the
wars of Greeks and barbarians between themselves
or against each other, so familiar to the tragic stage,
are sprung from one source, desire, the desire for
money or glory or pleasure. These it is that bring
disaster to the human race.

XXIX. Enough on this subject, but also we must
not forget that the Ten Covenants are summaries
of the special laws which are recorded in the Sacred
Books and run through the whole of the legislation.
The first summarizes the laws on God’s monarchical
rule. These laws declare that there is one First
Cause of the World, one Ruler and King, Who guides
the chariot and steers the bark of the universe in
safety, and has expelled from the purest part of
all that exists, namely heaven, those mischievous
forms of government, oligarchy and mob-rule, which
arise among the vilest of men, produced by dis-
order and covetousness. The second sums
up all the enactments made concerning the works
of men’s hands. It forbids the making of images or
wooden busts and idols in general produced by the
baneful craftsmanship of painting and sculpture, and
also the acceptance of fabulous legends about the
marriages and pedigrees of deities and the number-
less and very grave scandals associated with both

even if the word exists, which seems doubtful, I see no reason
for the change.
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kai dpyalewtdras kijpas. 76 3¢ TpiTe
fmom-e’)\)\ec 7d Te civa'),uov'a miwa Kou‘. e’gb’ ofs
op,vku 3el kal o7r01-e Kal o7rov XP”I Kal nva Kal.
nls exowa Kara Te 1/1vx7)v kal odpa kai Soa ém’
evdprots Kol ’TOI)VG.V’TLOV expna@n

XXX. To 8¢ téraprov, T 'n'epl. 1-7)9 e,380;1.a30§,
o0d¢v AN’ 7 Ke(ﬁaﬁawv voutoTéov éoprdv kal TAV
SareTaypévwv els éxdarny dyvevTikdv, mepippav-
mplwy Te alolwy kai émmrdwy edxdv kal Bvoudv
Te)\ec'wv, afs‘ ) )\a'rpelfa éyivero. éﬁSd;u)v 5% )\e"yw
kal ™y odv édde TH 'yow,uwfafn KG,L Y avev
efaSog, em'n-poa(?ovcav ad7y), povdde o,uowv,usw;v,
wV eKow'epa Tag eopTas wapaplﬂpa' [.LOVaSL uév
™y Te tepop.nwav, A aa)\myf;v vwocr‘r)/./,awovm,
Kkal vnare:.'av, &v B ouriwv K(u mOTOV  dmoxT)
Swelpnras, Kac MW Eﬂpaco:. maTpiw YADTTY Haaxa
'n'poaa'yopevovaw, é&v 9 Obovor wavSmuec avaV
€kaoTos TOUS iepels adT@v ok dvauévovtes,
tepwotmy Tob véuov yapioauévov T¢ éfver mavti

! Cohn suggests ad7os on the ground that the stress lies on
each man sacrificing himself.

¢ Or “ the number seven.” See App. p. 613.

b Six is the most creative of numbers, because its factors
2 and 8 represent the odd (or male) and the even (or female)
principle. See De Op. 18.

¢ The seventh (or seven) which does not include six, seems
to mean that in view of the mystical identity of seven and
one (see on § 102) a feast which occupies one day only may
be regarded as coming under the Iaw of the seventh day.

4 Or perhaps *supersedes it.”” The verb, derived from
the adverb énimpooler, seems to be used of a thing which gets
in front of something else and obscures it (Spec. Leg. iv. 52).
So here the idea may be that the unit or monad does not
need six to make it equivalent to seven.
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of these. Under the third he includes
directions as to all the cases where swearing is for-
bidden and as to the time, place, matters, persons,
state of soul and body which justify the taking of
an oath, and all pronouncements concerning those
who swear truthfully or the reverse.

XXX. The fourth, which treats of the seventh day,*
must be regarded as nothing less than a gathering
under one head of the feasts and the purifications
ordained for each feast, the proper lustrations and the
acceptable prayers and flawless sacrifices with which
the ritual was carried out. By the seventh I mean
both the seventh which includes the most creative of
numbers, six,? and that which does not include it®
but takes precedence of it ¢ and resembles the unit.
Both these are employed by him in reckoning the
feast-times. The unit is taken in the case of
the holy-month-day# which they announce with
trumpets, and the fast-day on which abstinence
from food and drink is commanded, and the day
called by the Hebrews in their own tongue the
Pasch on which the whole people sacrifice, every
member of them, without waiting for their priests,
because the law has granted to the whole nation for

¢ The seven feasts which follow are enumerated again in
Spec. Leg. ii. 41 and described at length in the following
sections. They appear there, however, in the order in which
they occur in the year and are not classified according to the
number of days observed. Also there are three which do
not appear in this list, the Sabbath itself, the feast of * Every
Day " and the monthly New Moon. The first of these is of
course implied here, and the omission of the second is not
unnatural, but it is curious that the New Moon should be
left out.. Has 79w vovunviay fallen out before mjv 7€ {epopnviav ?

7 Or opening of the holy month, see App. pp. 613-614.
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dpdypa xapw‘r'r]pwv edyovias rai qbopag s me-
Suddos 8¢’ doTayvwy ﬂ/\npwoewg Kal TV dmo Tav-
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Nuépav, év %} wpoca'yew dprovs éfos, of Ka)\ovv'rac
mpwroyewnudTwy éripws, éradimep elov dmapym
yevmudrwy kal kapmdv juépov Tpodiis, N
avbpdmw T Hpepwrdre {PYwv dnéveper ¢ Oeds.
éBSoudde 8¢ Tas peyioras kai moduvnuépouvs éopras
mpooévelue kaTa Tas Tod éTovs lomueplas, apuwny
kol peromwpuniy, 8vo dvoly dvalbels, éxarépav é¢’
ﬁp,e’pag e'm-é, ™y ,uév kaTo 70 €ap e’-n'l -re)(eea’wec
T&V GﬂGLpO[.LvaV, mv d¢ ;Lero'n-wpwnv éml ovy-
Ko,u,LS'f] Kapmuv o.‘rrav'rwv, ols kal Ta Sev8pa
nveykev: émta 8 nNuépar dmeveuribnoav elkdrws
énrte. pmot Ths lomueplas ékatépas, iva pny
&caoros AauPdvy yépas éfaipeTov piav iepav
Nuépav:  éopTddn mpos edbvulav kai dmélavow
éxexeplas. éudépovrar 3¢ kai dAdov vépor mdvv
kaAds Tebévres, els NuepdTnTa kal kowwviav
drvdlav Te kal loétnTa mpokaloduevor: TovTwy
of pév elov mepl Tod Aeyouévov éBSoparikod,* kal’
8 Swelpnraw maoav dpyny | Ty xdpav éav uijre
omelpovras wijre dpodvras pijre 8évdpa diaralb-
alpovras 1) Tépvovras 7 80° dAa TQV KaTa yewpylav
émrelotvras: €€ yap évavrols v Te wedidda

1 Mss. kai.

* Perhaps,as Mangey suggests, érous (or énavrod) has fallen
out. Cf. Josephus, Am x1. 8. 6 76 éBSoparikov éTos . . . 008¢ yop
adrods omelpew & adrp. But why a(i‘d Aeyopévov? It sug-
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one special day in every year the right of priest-
hood and of performing the sacrifices themselves.
Also the day on which a sheaf is brought as a
thanksgiving for fertility and for the produce of
the lowlands as shown in the full corn in the ear;
then by reckoning seven sevens after this the fiftieth
day, when it is the custom to bring loaves the nature
of which is properly described by their title of *“loaves
of the first-products,” as they are the sample of the
crops and fruits produced by civilized cultivation
which God has assigned for his nourishment to man,
the most civilized of living things. To seven he gives
the chief feasts prolonged for many days, two feasts,®
that is, for the two equinoxes, each lasting for seven
days, the first in the spring to celebrate the ripeness
of the sown crops, the second in the autumn for the
ingathering of all the tree-fruits; also seven days
were naturally assigned to the seven months of each
equinox,® so that each month may have, as a special
privilege, one festal day consecrated to cheerfulness
and enjoyment of leisure. Other laws, too, come
under the same head, admirable enactments exhort-
ing men to gentleness and fellowship and simplicity
and equality. Some of them deal with the hebdo-
madal year, as it is called, in which the land is ordered
to be left entirely idle without any sowing or plough-
ing or purging or pruning of trees or any other opera-
tion of husbandry. For when both the lowlands and

6 j.e. Unleavened Bread and Tabernacles, but the latter
had eight days. See Spec. Leg. ii. 211.

v According to the ordinary inclusive reckoning each
equinox occurs in the 7th month after the preceding.

gests rather that the simple 76 é88. had become a recognized
phrase for the sabbatical year.
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165 XXXI. Té 8¢ méumrov, 10 wepl yovéwv Tiuds,
moMods kal dvaykalovs véuovs vmouviTTeTor, TOUS
éni mpeaBiTais kal véois dvaypadévras, Tods ém’
dpxovor kai Ommrdots, Tovs €m eVepyéTais Kai
€0 ﬂenov%cn, 701)5‘ éml dovdots Kai Seaﬂérabg.

166 yovels ,uev 'yap év 74 erm”row va el.p'r;,uevwv eloi
Tdéer, & wpeo-ﬁm-epo:., Myeudves, evep'ye'ra:.,
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vm;xoocs pev elis 7T€L0(1.pXLO.V nyeudvawy, 1yeusot
8 els qu)\emv TV apxo,ue'vwv, Kal € pev memov-
Odow els yapirwv duoifds, dpfact dé dwpedv els
76 wy {nretv kabdmep év davelows dmddoow, kai
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168 XXXII. Kai 7 pév mporépa mevras &v Tovrois
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év E’L'Sel. véy,wv 0¥k SAlyos dpz@p,ég Tijs & efepag
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£
1 mss. xpnoduevos. 2 Mss. meparobrat.
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the uplands have been worked for six years to bring
forth fruits and pay their annual tribute, he thought
well to give them a rest to serve as a breathing-space

in which they might enjoy the freedom of undirected
nature. And there are other laws about the fiftieth 164
year which is marked not only by the course of action
Just related, but also by the restoration of inheritance

to the families which originally possessed them, a
very necessary procedure abounding in humanity
and justice.

XXXI. In the fifth commandment on honouring 165
parents we have a suggestion of many necessary laws
drawn up to deal with the relations of old to young,
rulers to subjects, benefactors to benefited, slaves to
masters. For parents belong to the superior class 166
of the above-mentioned pairs, that which comprises
seniors, rulers, benefactors and masters, while chil-
dren occupy the lower position with juniors, subjects,
receivers of benefits and slaves. And there are many 167
other instructions given, to the young on courtesy
to the old, to the old on taking care of the young, to
subjects on obeying their rulers, to rulers on pro-
moting the welfare of their subjects, to recipients of
benefits on requiting them with gratitude, to those
who have given of their own initiative on not seek-
ing to get repayment as though it were a debt, to
servants on rendering an affectionate loyalty to
their masters, to masters on showing the gentleness
and kindness by which inequality is equalized.

XXXII. The first set having each of them the form 168
of a summary contains these five and no more, while
the number of the special laws is considerable. In
the other set the first head is that against adultery,

89



169
[208]

170

171

172

173

PHILO

Téraxtar mAeioTa Siardyuota, 176 Kara $lopéwv,
T0 Katd TadepacTdv, 70 KoTd TOV AayvioTepov
Blotvrwy Spdiats Te Kal plfeow éxvdupois kal
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wolv adrdv dbpda dveldy, 8 v e’pv’ﬁpwfoovm..
Sev'repov 3¢ Ke(f)a)\awv M ‘TOU ,wr]
avSpquovew O.’TTO.‘)/OPG‘UO'LS‘, ¢ v ela wav'reg ol
mepl Pralwv, SPpews, aikias, Tpavudrwy, mpdocws
dvayralol vouol kal odddpa rowwdeleis.
Tplrov 8¢ 76 mepl ToD un KAémTew, § VmorérakTal
70, éml ypewxomious opobévra ral éfdpvois mapa-
Ka*ra@nkdw ral &Kowwvﬁ'rw rowwvig kal dvaio-
va'rocg dpmayais Kal avvo)\wg mheovellons, O’
dv melfovral Twes avepds 1) )\aﬁpa TaMOTpLa
VOO'¢LC€O’00.L. TérapTov 8¢ T wepz. Tod
,wr] t/lev30,uap7vpew, & mola e,uqSepe'raL, TO 7
(1.77(17'(1.1/, 70 ,wq ovkopavreiv, 16 p1) Tols éfauap-
Tdvovot guumpdrTew, TO w1 motelofar mpokdAvupa
mioTw dmoTias, é’ ols dmact véuor mpocijkovtes
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1 So Cohn for wms. émavrdodvras. But strict grammar
requires éravridv.

* Mangey corrected to dviepar (dviepor?), ‘‘ neque sane
actiones lepai possunt ab impuro fonte cupiditatis profluere.”
But an antlthesxs is clearly required and the deed may
remain ‘‘ sacred ” though done from an impure motive.

¢ I understand this to refer to cases where a man repays a
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under which come many enactments against seducers
and pederasty, against dissolute living and indulgence
in lawless and licentious forms of intercourse. The
characteristics of these he has described, not to show
the multiform varieties which incontinence assumes,
but to bring to shame in the most open way those
who live a disreputable life by pouring into their ears
a flood of reproaches calculated to make them blush.
The second head forbids murder, and
under it come the laws, all of them indispensable and
of great public utility, about violence, insult, outrage,
wounding and mutilation. . The third is
that against stealing under which are included the
decrees made against defaulting debtors, repudiations
of deposits, partnerships which are not true to their
name, shameless robberies and in general covetous
feelings which urge men openly or secretly to appro-
priate the possessions of others. The
fourth against bearing false witness embraces many
prohibitions. It forbids deceit, false accusation, co-
operation with evil-doers and using honesty as a
screen for dishonesty,? all of which have been the
subjects of appropriate laws.
The fifth blocks that fount of injustice, des;re, from
which flow the most iniquitous actions, public and
private, small and great, dealing with things sacred or
things profane, affecting bodies and souls and what

small sum or returns a small deposit in order to induce the
other party to entrust him with something greater which he
can embezzle. Philo has referred to this form of dishonesty
in De Cher. 14 and De-Plant. 101. One would expect it to
come under the head of stealing, but Philo notes it in Spec.
Leg. iv. 67 under the ninth commandment. Possibly, how-
ever, it may refer more generally to the false assumption of
a truthful air.
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¢ Or *“fuel.”

® I do not think that Treitel and Mangey bring out the
full sense of this. The essential characteristic of God as feds
is goodness, ¢f. e.g. Spec. Leg. 1. 307. It is in His other
aspect of wxvpios that He gives the commandments, and is
indeed the xodaoriky 8vvaues, but the goodness of feds is so

92



THE. DECALOGUE, 173-177

are called external things. TI'or nothing escapes de-
sire, and as I have said before, like a flame in the
forest,? it spreads abroad and consumes and destroys
everything. And there are many ordinances which
come under this head intended for the admonition
of those who are capable of reformation and the
punishment of the rebellious who have made a life-
. long surrender to passion.

XXXIII. This is all that need be said regarding
the second five to complete our account of the ten
oracles which God gave forth Himself as well befitted
His holiness. Tor it was in accordance with His
nature that the pronouncements in which the special
laws were summed up should be given by Him in His
own person, but the particular laws by the mouth of
the most perfect of the prophets whom He selected for
his merits and having filled him with the divine spirit,
chose him to be the interpreter of His sacred utter-
ances.

Next let us pass on to give the reason why He ex-
pressed the ten words or laws in the form of simple
commands or prohibitions without laying down any
penalty, as is the way of legislators, against future
transgressors. He was God, and it follows at once
that as Lord ® He was good, the cause of good only
and of nothing ill. So then He judged that it was
most in accordance with His being to issue His saving
commandments free from any admixture of punish-
ment, that men might choose the best, not involun-
tarily, but of deliberate purpose, not taking senseless
fear but the good sense of reason for their counsellor.

far extended to «dpios that the execution of punishment, and
indeed here the sentencing, is entrusted to subordinates. For
a similar thought to this ¢f. De Fuga 66.
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He therefore thought right not to couple punishment
with His utterances, though He did not thereby grant
immunity to evil-doers, but knew that justice His
assessor, the surveyor of human affairs, in virtue of
her inborn hatred of evil, will not rest, but take upon
herself as her congenital task the punishment of
sinners. For it befits the servants and lieutenants of 178
God, that like generals in war-time they should bring
vengeance to bear upon deserters who leave the ranks
of justice. But it befits the Great King that the
general safety of the universe should be ascribed to
Him, that He should be the guardian of peace and
supply richly and abundantly the good things of
peace, all of them to all persons in every place and at
every time. For indeed God is the Prince of Peace
while His subalterns are the leaders in war.
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