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dadpvvapévais adyoedds® Puyals émorTiuny ToV
odpaviwv 1) 8 dvepdrwy 1) dua xpnoudv® 7 Sia
onuelwy 7 TepdTwy Vdnyelobar: émel 8¢ Tovs
ddpootvns kai ddikias kol T@v dMwv Kakidy

1 mss. mwévos. 2 Mss. adToedds. 8 Mss. ypijoewv.

¢ Bernays gives several references to the practice of invok-
ing God at the beginning of a discussion, and clearly Philo
has in mind Timaeus 27 ¢, where Socrates calls on Timaeus
to speak after invoking the Gods, and Timaeus replies that

184



ON THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD

I. In dealing with every obscure and weighty 1
question it is well to call upon God, because He is
good, because He is the Creator, and possessed as
He is of absolutely exact knowledge of all things
nothing is obscure to Him. But it is particularly
necessary when the subject in question is the inde-
structibility of the world.® For nothing in the realm
of the sensible is more complete in every way than
the world, nothing in the intelligible realm more
perfect than God, and intelligence always takes
command of sense and the intelligible of the sensible.
And those in whom the love of truth is implanted
in greater measure observe the law that knowledge
about the subjects must be sought from the Com-
mander and Ruler. Now, if schooled in the doctrines 2
of wisdom and temperance and every virtue we had
scoured away the stains of the passions and soul-
distempers, perhaps God would not have refused to
impart the knowledge of things heavenly through
dreams or oracles or signs or wonders to souls
thoroughly purged and bright and radiant. But
since we bear upon us deep ingrained the imprints

every sensible person does so when speaking on any matter
great or small, and he will certainly do so when speaking
about the universe, whether it is created or uncreated (3
yéyovev 7} kai dyevés éorw).
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roouov Bedoaclar,” Tas yopelas kal mepipopds TdV
aoTépwy alvirTduevos, kot O€ TpiTov, ws dowel
Tols ZTwukois, dufrov® dype Tijs ekmupdioews, odala
1 Bernays polvouods. Cumont retains oroyasuods where
it is in the mss., but does not attempt to make sense of it.
I have followed Cohn s, transference of the word, but would
prefer to read eucozn Kai oToXaoH0lS. Cohn in Hermes, 1916,
p- 181, says that eiiéres aroxaouol is an exceedingly common
collocation in Philo, but he gives no examples, and up to the
present I have not found any. On the other hand, eLKo‘ra,
coupled w1th m0ava occurs several times, e.g. oroxasral . . .
wlavdv xal eixéTwv Spec. Leg. i. 61, and it is an established
term in rhetoric ; ¢f. also oroyaouols «ai elxasios De Som. i. 23.
2 Mss. m],uaz've*rm. 3 mss. dpAodvrac.
4 Mss. 7a moMao mewpdrar Suawvuxrepedew. The correction
made by Bernays and accepted by Cohn and Cumont is

based on Thuc. i. 134. 1 {va 7 dmalfptos Taraumwpoln.
5 mss. dujkwv. Bernays and others vjxovoa. The correc-
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 2-4.

of injustice and folly and the other vices we must be
content if through a study of probabilities and by
our own efforts we may discover some semblance of
the truth.

Now the words ““ world ”” and “‘ destruction ” are 3
both such as are used in many senses and therefore
it will be well to open the discussion whether the
world is indestructible by examining these terms in
order to distinguish under what signification they
stand in this case. Still we need not make a com-
plete list of all the meanings they bear but only such
as are instructive for our present purpose.

II. In one sense, the world or Cosmos signifies the 4
whole system of heaven and the stars including the
earth and the plants and animals thereon; in an-
other sense the heaven only. It was on heaven that
Anaxagoras had been gazing, when in answer to the
person who asked why he suffered discomfort by
spending the whole night under the open sky said
he did it in order to contemplate the Cosmos, meaning
by Cosmos the choric movements and revolutions of
the stars. The third sense, which is approved by
the Stoics, is something existing continuously to and
through the general conflagration,® a substance either

<

¢ That dyp: is here used inclusively is, I think, shown by
adwxdounros, a condition which only exists during the
éxmdpwos (¢f. Philo’s disquisition on the inclusive use of
éwé in De Som. ii. 257). I understand Bernays to say that
the addition of 4 ddwax. is inaccurate (*‘ ungenau ) according
to Stoic doctrine. But Philo implies the same in § 9.

tion to dufjxov in preference to Sujxovsa seems to have been
originally made by Jessen (see note, vol. viii. p. 428) to accord
with his canon, that an open vowel is followed by uéyp:
instead of dyp: in Philo. I do not see why {(3) Sujrwr (sc.
kdéopos) should not be possible.
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1 Mss. € dv. 2 Mss. dmravatov.

® As a long syllable is required in the anapaestic, Cumont
has d\ov, Bernays éMw and so in the other places (§§ 30 and
144) where the lines are quoted.

4 mss. o0d¢: Bernays and Cumont oddels . . . edjfys,
followed by dore with most mss., though one has 76 but
without ds.
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 4-6

reduced or not reduced to order, and time, they say,
is what measures its movement.® Our
present discussion is concerned with the world in the
first sense, namely the world which consists of heaven
and earth and the life on them.? The word destruction 5
in one sense means a change for the worse, in another
complete removal from existence, and this we must
pronounce to be a thing which cannot possibly be,
for just as nothing comes into being out of the non-
existent, so nothing is destroyed into non-existence.

Nothing from what is not can come to be,
Nor was it ever heard or brought to pass,
That what exists should perish utterly.®

So too the tragic poet

Naught that is born can die;
Hither and thither its parts disperse
And take another form.?

Nothing in fact is so foolish as to raise the question 6
whether the world is destroyed into non-existence.
The point is whether it undergoes a transmutation
from its ordered arrangement through the various
forms of the elements and their combinations being
either resolved into one and the self-same conforma-
tion or reduced into complete confusion as things
are when broken or shattered.

o For this accepted Stoic definition of time ¢f. Diog.
Laert. vii. 141. It is repeated in this treatise, §§ 52 ff., ¢f. De
Op. 26, where it was translated ‘‘ a measured space deter-
mined by the world’s movement,” which perhaps gives the
idea of 8idornpa (distance or interval) more exactly.

® The stars are regarded as {Ga.

¢ Stated to be a fragment from FEmpedocles.

4 See on § 30.
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% The meaning would be clearer if éxndp. and Siax. changed
places. When we consider the former we see that a world
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 7-10

III. Three views have been put forward on the 7
question before us. Some assert that the world is
eternal, uncreated and imperishable. Some on the
contrary say that it is created and destructible.
Others draw from both these. TFrom the latter they
take the idea of the created, from the former that
of the indestructible and so have laid down a com-
posite doctrine to the effect that the world is created
and indestructible. Democritus with Epi-
curus and the great mass of Stoic philosophers
maintain the creation and destruction of the world
but in different ways. The two first named postulate
many worlds, the origin of which they ascribe to the
mutual impacts and interlacings of atoms and its
destruction to the counterblows and collisions sus-
tained by the bodies so formed. The Stoics admit
one world only ; God is the cause of its creation but
not of its destruction. This is due to the force of
the ever-active fire which exists in things and in the
course of long cycles of time resolves everything into
itself and out of it is constructed a reborn world
according to the design of its architect. According
to these the world may be called from one point of
view an eternal, from another a perishable world ;
thought of as a world reconstructed it is perishable,
thought of as subject to the conflagration it is ever-
lasting through the ceaseless rebirths and cycles
which render it immortal.® But Aristotle 10
surely showed a pious and religious spirit when in
opposition to this view he said that the world was
uncreated and indestructible and denounced the
shocking atheism of those who stated the contrary

has perished. When we see it followed by the latter we
recognize that it did not really perish.

[ed]

©
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1 mMss. pév odv. 2 Mss. 3.

¢ See Introd. p. 175 note a.
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 10-13

and held that there was no difference between hand-
made idols® and that great visible God who embraces
the sun and moon and the pantheon as it may be
truly called of the fixed and wandering stars. He 11
is reported to have said in bitter mockery that in
the past he had feared for his house lest it should be
overthrown by violent winds or terrific storms or lapse
of time or neglect of proper care. But now he lived
under the fear of a greater menace from the theorists
who would destroy the whole world.

Some say that the author of this doctrine was not 12
Aristotle but certain Pythagoreans, and I have read
a work of Ocellus a Lucanian ? entitled Oz the Nature
of the Universe, in which he not only stated but sought
to establish by demonstrations that it was uncreated
and indestructible.

IV. That it is created and indestructible is said to 13
be shown by Plato in the 7%maeus® in his account of
the great assembly of deities in which the younger
gods are addressed thus by the eldest and chief.
* Gods sprung from gods, the works of which I am
the Maker and Father are indissoluble unless I will
otherwise. Now all that is bound can be loosed but
only the bad would will to loose what is well put
together and in good condition. So since you are
created beings you are not immortal nor altogether
indissoluble, yet you will not be dissolved nor will
death be your fate, for in my will you have a greater
and mightier bond than those by which you were

® Ocellus was a Pythagorean of earlier times. The work
attributed to him, which is still extant and which Philo alludes
to here, belongs to the first or second century s.c. See further
App. p. 525.

¢ Tim. 41 ao. For other ways of taking the opening words
see App. p. 525.
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2 Bernays rovroul, .e. Tot feomAdaTov.
3 Bernays vof, see note c.

4 Mss. SdnynTis.

¢ For the first of these explanations Bernays refers to Ar.
De Caelo i. 10, 279 b 34: * They (i.e. those who hold that it
is indestructible but generated) claim that what they say is
analogous to the diagrams drawn by mathematicians ; their
exposition does not mean that the world ever was generated,
but is used for instructional purposes, since it makes things
easier to understand, just as the diagram does for those who
see it in process of construction ” (Guthrie’s translation, who
adds that the defence according to Simplicius is * that of
Xenocrates and other Platonists ).
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 14-16

bound when you were created.” Some hold the 14
notion that when Plato speaks of the world as created
he does not mean that it began by being created
but that if it had been created it would not have
been formed in any other way than that which he
describes, or else that he uses the word because the
parts of the world are observed to come into being
and to be changed.® But this subtlety of 15
theirs is not so good or true an idea as the view before
mentioned, not merely because throughout the whole
treatise ® he speaks of the great Framer of deities as
the Father and Maker and Artificer and this world
as His work and offspring, a sensible copy of the
archetypal and intelligible model, embracing in itself
as objects of sense all which that model contains as
objects of intelligence, an impress ¢ for sense percep-
tion as absolutely perfect as that is for the mind.
Another reason is that this view of Plato’s meaning 16
has the testimony of Aristotle, who had too much
respect for philosophy to falsify anything. A teacher
can have no more trustworthy witness than a disciple
and particularly one like Aristotle who did not treat
culture as a by-work or with frivolous carelessness,
but sought earnestly to.transcend the truths dis-
covered by the ancients and so struck out a new

® Though the reference is to the Timaeus, passim, Bernays
notes épyov==rdopos 30 B, meplexov 31 Ao and éxyova 50 D.
We have also plunuo mapadelyparos 49 A and éxpayeiov 50 c.

¢ Or perhaps rather * plastic substance * (for receiving
imprints), which seems to be the meaning in 50 ¢, in which
case Teletordrov will agree with éxpayelov understood rather
than as Leisegang (in index) with mapadelyparos. The other
is the regular meaning in Philo, but does not suit =pds so
well. Bernays indeed translates ““ Abdruck,” but he reads
vod for voiv—i.e. ‘‘ issuing from a most perfect mind.”
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196



THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 16-19

path by discovering some very vital additions to
every part of philosophy. V. Some think
that the poet Hesiod is the father of this Platonic
doctrine and suppose that he calls the world un-
created and indestructible, uncreated because he says

First Chaos was, and then broad-breasted earth
Safe dwelling-place for all for evermore,®

indestructible because he never declared that it will
be dissolved or destroyed. Chaos in Aristotle’s
opinion is a space because a body must have some-
thing there already to hold it,” but some of the
Stoics suppose that it is water and that the name is
derived from its diffusion (xvos).c But
whichever of these is right Hesiod very clearly states
the view that the world is created and long before
Hesiod Moses the lawgiver of the Jews said in the
Holy Books that it was created and imperishable.
These books ar€ five in number, to the first of which
he gave the name of Genesis. In this he begins by
saying ‘“‘ In the beginning God made the Heavens
and the Earth and the Earth was invisible and with-
out form.” ¢ Then again he goes on to say in the
sequel that ““ days and nights and seasons and years
and the sun and moon whose natural funection is to
right in puttmg Chaos first, where hesays Chaoe was fu st, then
earth ws déov mpdoTov v‘rra.pfat xwpa.v Tols odou dua 76 voullew,
&amep of woz\/\ot, mavra elvai mov kat év Tome.”’
0; ‘This opinion is attributed to Zeno himself, S. V.F. . 103,
¢ This remarkable difference in the Lxx of Gen. i. 2 from
the Hebrew translated in the A.V. * without form and void ”
(RV “ waste and void ) is compared with Timaeus 51 a
avopatov €ldds 71 kai duopov by Bernays, who thinks that the
translators had it in mind. He notes also Wisdom xi. 17
kticaca 70v kdopov € dudppov Hns.

197

17



PHILO

, / Q2 1 \ -~ \ 5 ~
Tprioews ¢vow €3éfavto,! peta Tob mavrés odpavod
poipas dbavdTov Aaydvres diaredodow ddbapror.

20 Tods 8¢ dyévmrov kai ddbaprov KaTackevd-

2

—

4 o ~ \ A ¢ Al \

lovras Adyous éveka Tijs mpos Tov Jparov (feov)
aldols mpoTépovs TakTéov oikelav dpxnv Aafdvras.
4 -~ ~
dmaot Tols ¢fopdv évdeyouévois ailriow Sirral ThHs
3> an
amwleias, ) pév évrds, 9 8¢ éxrds, mpoimdrewrar:
aidnpov yolv kal YaAxov kol TAS TOLOUTOTPOTOUS
odolas ebpois dv dpamlouévas € éavrdv uév,
4
orav épmudddouvs vooruaros Tpomov i0s émdpapwy
Siadyn, mpos 3¢ Tdv érrds, Srav éumimpauérns
) ! n -~ !
olkios ) mélews ovvavadlexbeioar 7§ mvpds Praiew
3 ~ -~ 13 ’ \ \ / b}
purf) dwadvldaw: SpooTpdnws d¢ kai {hois émi-
ylverar Tedevtn) voojoact uév €€ éavrdv, Vmd
3¢ 7dv ékros odarTopévors 7 karadevouévos
7 éummpauévors 9 Odvarov od kallapov Tév &
dyxdvns Smopévovow. el 87 Pleiperar xai kdopos,
é¢ dvdykms 1oL 9mé Twos TV éxtds 1) mpds Twos
T@v év adtd Sadfaprioerar Svvdpewv: duryavov
8’ éxdrepov* éxros pev yap oddév éoti Tol Kdopov,
mdvTwy els TV ovumhijpwow adTod cuvepavi-

1 Cohn é&efav. He quotes § 52 below and also De Op.
60 and Spec. Leg. i. 90, and what is closer to this passage
Leg. AU, i. 2 4 ydp odpavod «xivnois xpdvov ¢vow éEdeafev.
Still “ indicating the nature of time * is not quite the same
as ‘‘ indicating the nature of the measurement of time.” On

the other hand é8é¢avro dvow, which Bernays translates * die
Eigenschaft empfingen,” is a strange expression.

@ The allusion is no doubt to Gen. viii. 22 E.V. * While
the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat,
and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.”
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 19-21

measure time are together with the whole heaven
destined to immortality and continue indestruct-
ible.”” @ .
Respect for that visible God requires that we 20

should begin the discussion in the proper way by
setting forth first the arguments which contend that
it is uncreated and indestructible. All things which
are liable to perish are subject to two fundamental
sources of destruction, the external and the internal.
Thus iron, brass and similar substances will be found
to vanish of themselves when devoured by the rust
which courses over them like a creeping sickness? ;
and also through external agencies, when a house
or city is burnt and they too are caught in the flames
and dissolved through the violence of the rushing fire.
Similarly, too, living creatures die of themselves
through disease or through external causes, being
slain with the sword or stoned or burnt or suffering
the unclean death of hanging. Now if the world is 21
destroyed it will necessarily be through either some
force from without or some of those which it contains
within itself, and both of these are impossible. For
there is nothing outside the world since all things
have been brought into contribution to fill it up, and

The 1xx text is confused and difficult to translate gram-
matically, but gives the same meaning that these will con-
tinue while the earth lasts, but not that the earth will last.
In the words of xpdvov k7). there is also an allusion to Gen.
i. 14 * Let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days,
and years,” which again gives no proof of everlastingness.

v A familiar figure with Philo, applied to desire or vice,
Quod Det. 110, Spec. Leg. iv. 83, De Dec. 150 and to the
spread of famine D¢ Jos. 160 (there called épmiw). See also
De Prov. 30.

¢ Cf. De Mut. 62 én’ dyxovqp Hlev, va . . . undé xabapd
BavdTo Tedevmioy.
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cHe'VTww obTws ydp els Te éotar kai Slos kal
ayrpws, els y,ev oud 70 awoz\etgﬁ@em@u TW&Y
e*repov v ¢ viv ovn 'yeveaH(u op.ocov SMos 8¢
évexo. 70D ovumacar Ty odolav els adTov éfavn-
Adobo, dynpws 8¢ kai dvooos, émedy Ta vdoois
kal yrpe cwpare dAwte fepudtnor kal Pifeot
kal Tals dMas évavTidTyor  mpoceumimTovoULS
wbev loyvpls dvatpémerar, dv odbeuio dvvauts
amodpdoa kvkdobTar kal émriferar, macdv,!
undevds dmooTaTobvtos upépous, SloxAfpwy éy-
kateldpuuévey elow. € & dpa T éorw ékTds,
mdvTws dv eln kevdv, 1) dmabns ddois, v advvarov
22 mafelv o 7 8p(icab. Kat ;,w‘)v oddé vmé Twvos alrias
Sca)\venceTac ~rwv ev-rog adTod mpdTOV név, ewecS'r]
Tod o)\ov 70 p,epog KG.L ,uel,Cov ec'rou, ral KpaTaLd-
Tepov, Omep éoTiv dTomdTATOV® O YAp KOOGUOS
[492] avumrepBhiTw KpdTel ] Xpdpevos dyer T4 mdvTa
pépm, mpos undevds adrdv ayduevos: émerra dudT®
TTGVY  ovodv Plopds alTidv, ThHs pév évros
Tis B¢ e’m'ég, a 1'7‘;1/ éTe'pav ofd 7€ L'twoy,e'vew,
23 SexTira K(lL Ths erepag éoti nawws. onueiov 8¢
Bots kai lmmos kai dvlpwmos kal Ta wapaﬂ)w;ma
{Ga, diéTL médukev avarpeiobar vmo oidripov, Kal
véow Te)\evrﬁoa xaXemov yc‘tp 1oy 8¢ &dearov
eupew o T T efwﬁev U.L’TLG.V ne¢vkog vno,u.evew
[497] 77js qbﬁopas ddexTov € ea'TaL | KaTa ) 'nav're)\eg 7'175
24 &dofev. émedy) Tolvuv b oVdevds TOV értos

1 wmss. wafdv.

2 So mss. and the other editors. Cohn corrects it to érera
8¢, 671, which is not needed. wpdTov uév is, I believe, more
often followed by émeira than by érera 8¢ or at least as often.

3 mss. olerat.
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 21-24

filled it must be if it is to be one and a total and
unaging : one because if some things are left out
another world would come into being like the one
that now is ; total because all that exists is used up
to make it; proof against age and disease because
the bodies which fall a prey to diseases and old age
succumb to the powerful onsets from outside of heat
and cold and all other opposite extremes,® and none of
these forces can escape from the world to surround
and attack it, for they are all in their entirety con-
fined within it and no part of them stays away from it.
And if there is anything outside it will necessarily
be a void, ‘the impassive form of existence which
cannot be acted on or act. Neither again will any- 22
thing internal cause its dissolution. Iirst because
if it did the part would be greater and stronger than
the whole, which is against all reason. For the world
while exerting a force which nothing can surpass
propels all its parts and is propelled by none.
Secondly because as the sources of destruction are
twofold, one external and one internal, things which
can be subject to one of these two must certainly be
susceptible to the other. As a proof of this we see 23
that an ox or a horse or a man or other similar
creatures since they are liable to be killed by an
iron weapon are also liable to die through disease.
For it is difficult or rather impossible to find anything
which if susceptible to destruction through an ex-
ternal cause is entirely proof against an internal.
Since then it has been shown that the world will not 24

¢ See App. p. 526.

4 On the displacement of the text in the mss. at this point
see App. p. 527.
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dlapnoduevos eSeLxG‘r) o KOO"U,OS‘, TR ,quev efw
Kara)\e)\ebqwal. mdvTws, ovd’ Vw6 Twos TV €
adrd, o Ty mpoemdoyialeioay dnddeifww, kal’
W 70 ddwTov Ti) €Tépa TV alTidv kal 'n?}v éfépav

25 e’1re¢sze:, Se’xeoﬂal.. VI [.Lap*rvpza. 8¢ Kal

26

27

Ta év Tialy mepl 700 TV KOO"MOV dvooov efvaL
kai un dlapnoduevov 7dder ‘ Tdv 8é 87 TerTdpwy
& SMov éxactov eldnper 1) Tob Kdopov ovoTacis
ék yap mupos mavTos UOaTds Te Kal dépos kal yijs
ouwéoToey adTov 6 oumards, pépos ovdeév ovdevos
ovdé Svvapw éwler dmolmdv, Tdde Siavonlfels-
mpdTov pév, va Sdov 8m pdhora {Pov, TéAeov
ek Tedelwy pepdv, ein: 7'rp65' 3¢ TovTois é'v, c'va'e
ovx vﬂo)\e)\ecp,p,evwv & dv aMo ToL0TTOV 'yevoc'r
av- ér 8¢, va a'ynpcuv xal dvooov B KaTavody
s ovordre' odpart Oepua kal Yuypo xat wdvl’
doa Suvdues loyvpas Exel mepuoTdueva éfwlev kal
mpoominTovTa dralpws Avmel” kal véoous kai yfpas
éndyovra ¢Olvew moiel. Sia T alriav kai TOV
Aoytapov Tovde Geds® Shov €€ SAwv dmdvrwy Tédeov
Kai dyfpwv Kal‘, dvogov aﬁ‘rév e”rexr'rfvaro." TodTo
pév 87 mapa IIAdrwros mpds 7'1)1/ a¢9apacav Tod
Kéo‘uov pHapTprov el,)\'qqﬁew, 70 & a'yevm'ov mapa.
s dvaukis axolovlias: émeTar ,u,ev 'yo‘tp T yevo-
‘u.evw Bba)\vms, a¢0apcna 36 7@ dyev)Tw: émel Kai
S 70 Tpluerpov éxeivo movjcas

“ ’ 7 -~ k4 4 2
76 7oL yevdpevov katlaveiv dpeldleTou

L MSS. dis 70 T,

2 Plato Ade. On this and other variations in the quota-
tions from Plato’s text see App. p. 527.

3 Plato év.

4 mss. dnfeias.
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 24-27

be destroyed by anything external because nothing
at all has been left outside, neither will anything
within it cause its destruction as demonstrated by
the argument stated above, namely that that which
is liable to be destroyed by one of the causes must
be susceptible to the other. VL. In the 25
Timaeus, too, we have the following testimony to
show that the world is proof against disease and
destruction in the future.? ‘‘ Now the framing of the
world took up the whole of each of these four ele-
ments, for out of all fire, of all water and air and
earth did the framer fashion it, leaving no part nor
power of any without. Therein he had this intent,
first that it might be a creature, perfect to the utmost 26
with all its parts perfect, next that it might be one,
seeing that nothing was left over by which another
of the kind should be formed: furthermore, that it
might be free from age and sickness, for he reflected
that when hot things and cold and all such as have
strong powers gather round a composite body from
without and fall unseasonably upon it they annoy it
and bringing upon it sickness and age cause it to
decay. With this motive and on such reasons God
fashioned it as a whole, with each of its parts whole
in itself so as to be perfect, and free from age and
sickness.” We may take this as Plato’s testimony 27
to the indestructibility of the world ; that it is un-
created follows the natural law: of consequences.
Dissolution is consequential to the created, inde-
structibility to the uncreated. The author of the
verse “ All that is born is due to death ”’? seems to

¢ Témaeus 32 c. 'The translation here and in § 38 mostly
follows that of Archer-Hind.
® The source is unknown.
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Tdpwv oToiyeiwv, & &) S8Aa Tob wavrds éoTw
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Bpayéa Ta uépn OSaveioduevor ouvvekpdbnuev: Ta

& avarpabévra Tis kara dvow Oéoews éorépyTar,

Ocpudtnros pév Tis dvwdoitov kaTwlobelons),

Tis 8¢ 'yea')Sovs Kcu‘. ,deos e’xoﬁm]s odoias e"n'e)\a-

¢pw€ewns Kal TOV avw ’TO7TOV awu)\aﬁovm']s, o’

70 yewdéoTaTov TAV ev Nuiv énéoynre Keqﬂa)\'r]
30 Seopcov 8¢ anv)\O‘ra'rog ov éoduyée BLa Bawg Kal

o)\L’yoxpowos pryvvrae yap Oarrov dmo Tdv de-

061/’7'0.)1/, dre awavxew{ov*rwv Bba wéfov [Smo| THs

KkaTd GUow Kwijoews, wPOS v omevdovTa meT-

28
{498]

1 mss. owvbeis.

2 Suggestions for completmg or correcting this sentence
are: (1) Cumont elmely for éxet, (2) Bernays (B¢ Myew kai
abry) pév 7 amddefis) &Y éxet, (3) Cohn and Biicheler {uap-
TUpely Or Spoloyely 6Ti) B éxet.

3 wmss. xal Sfra.

4 Cohn, presumably like Bernays, takes odpavo as agree-
ing with wavrés. But though odpavds can =«dopos (see § 4),
can it be said to have four elements? Cumont expunges
odpavod. He quotes De Som. i. 15, where the constituents, of
which we as well as the Cosmos are composed, are said to be
earth, water, air, heaven, and to the same effect Mos. i. 113,
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 27-30

have hit the truth and to have understood the causal
connexion between birth and destruction.

The matter is put otherwise thus. All compound 28
things which are destroyed are dissolved into what
they were compounded from. Dissolution then is
found to be nothing else than a return to the natural
condition of each, and therefore conversely com-
position has forced the ingredients thus collected
into an unnatural condition. And indeed the abso-
lute truth of this appears as follows. We men are 29
an amalgamation out of the four elements which
in their totality are elements of the universe, namely
earth, -water, air and fire, out of which we have
borrowed only small pieces. But the pieces thus
amalgamated have lost their natural position. Heat
the upward soaring is thrust down and the earthy
and weighty substance is lightened and has taken
instead the upper position which is occupied by the
most earthy of our constituents, the head.2 But the 30
bond which violence has clinched is the most worth-
less of all bonds and lasts for but a little time.
Quickly it is broken by the rebellious prisoners in
their yearning for their natural free movement
towards which they eagerly take their departure.

% i.e. the skull. Cumont’s reading (see note 5) gives a
more natural sense. It is strange to find the head called our
most earthy part.

ii. 87. These however rather point to the omission of #vpds.
The addition of @#8aros which all three editors make is
evidently necessary.

5 One mss. xedari.. Cumont dore . . . év xedarj. In this
case éméoxnxe="‘has stopped ”’; or * takes up its place,”
see note a.

¢ mss. Blacos.
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els ovpdviov modov HA0e maAw:
Ovijoxer & oUdév TGV yuyvoudvar,
Swaxpiwdpevor & dAdo mpos dAo
YA, %)
popdny idiav® amédeifev.

31 Tois pév 317 ¢0€Lpo,u,evoag dmaat vop,og dvayé-
ypamTas Kal 060’#05‘ ovTog, omdre p,ev v¢so*rn:<e
1o owvedpvléTa év TH Kkpdoe, mpod Ths kaTd
dvow Tdéews drafias avTipereidnPévar kai mpos
Tovs évavrious Témovs peravioraclai, s Tpdmov
Twa femredery Sokelv, omére 8¢ SwaddoiTo, mpds
v olkelav Tis dPloews Apfw dvaxdumTew.

32 VII. 6 8¢ «dopos duéroxos Ths €év
Tols Aeyfeiow drafias e’aﬂ'v. émel, ¢épe, fea-
odpeba ¢0€Lpop.evov 70 p.epo) vt ‘uév dvaf'ym]
v-emx0a:. 'rnv wapa </>v¢nv exaa‘ra. prav- T0d70
3¢ Umovoelv odx ebayést dplomyy yop Oéow kai
Tdéw évapudmov Ta TOD Kbomov pépn mdvra
eﬂ'r)xev s é'Ka(rrov xafdmep maTplde qSL)\oxwpoiiv

33 yfq {nTew duelvw ,u,e'raﬁo)\nv. dia Tod7o ¥i ,uev
o ,ueaam-afos dmevepnifn Tdmos, é fv 1rav1a Ta
yeddn, wdv avappidys, katadéperar — 10 & ol

1 Mss. yis.
2 So mss. here, elsewhere érépav. See note a.

¢ These seven lines, the last three of which are quoted also
in §§ 5 and 144, are quoted in bits by several writers includ-
ing Clement, who says that they come from the Chrysippus
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 30-33

As the tragic poet says

What springs from earth goes back to earth,
The ether-born to heaven’s vault returns;
Naught that is born can die;
Hither and thither its parts disperse
And take their proper form.*

Now the law laid down to govern all things which 31
are destroyed is this. When the assembled things
are in the combined state of existence they have
accepted conditions of disorder in exchange for their
natural order and move away into positions opposite
to the natural. So in a sense they seem to live like
strangers in a foreign land. But when they are
dissolved they return to the condition proper to
their nature. VII. But the world has 32
nothing of the disorder which exists in the com-
pounds of which we have been speaking. Observa-
tion will show that if it undergoes destruction its
several parts must at present have been arranged
in an unnatural position and such a supposition is
irreverent. For all the parts of the world have been
given the best possible situation and harmony of
order, so that each is as it were in its beloved father-
land and does not seek any change for the better.
And so the earth has been assigned the mid-most 33
position to which all things of earth descend even if
they are thrown up, a sign that this is their natural

of Euripides. Besides these seven there are seven others,
given by Sextus Empiricus, which, we learn from the para-
phrase given by Vitruvius of the whole fourteen, must have
preceded our seven. In these Aether and Earth are addressed
as the father and mother of all things living. Vitruvius’s
paraphrase ends with * in eandem recidere, in qua fuerant,
proprietatem,” which shows that he read i{av and not érépav.
See Nauck on Fr. 839 of Euripides.
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| anpetov xwpas' s KaTa dvow- evea 'yap Wr)
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En Tolvuy e:cewo wavri T Sn)\ov, O‘TL qum.g
exaa‘r‘q SLaT'qpew ral SLaGwZew, e:. 8 oldv 7€ €ln,
kal dfavarilew éxaota dv g[)vm.g éoriv éomovdaxev,
€ A 3 -~ 7 h) J4 € 2] 3 -~
7 pév év Tols 3évdpeor Ta 8évdpa, 7 & év Tols

’ ~ , o 3 AL QY € 3 A
{dows 7dv {dwv ékaorov. éfaclevel* 8¢ 7 émi
pépovs dva'ykal.'wg d”yew wpds &L&ém‘ra- 1 'ydp
évdeta 1) Ployuos 7 kpuvuos 7 pvpia dAa THV
elwléTwy emavvw'raaeac kaTacKTfavTa 8Leaewe
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Kon'epp'r)fe' Totodrov 8 el ,wf]Sev eq5n5pevev éw,
kav doov é¢’ éavrh Trawa mkpa 7€ ab KG.L ;Leya)\a
dyrpw Siedvdarrev.t  dvaykaiov odv kai Ty Tob
kbopov Pvow yAixeolar Tis 7ol Slov Siauovijs:
o yap 87 Tdv éml pépovs éoti yelpwv, s dmo-

1 Cohn suspects éfaofevei on account of the infinitive
following it. It may perhaps be justified on the analogy of

the constructlon not uncommon with ad_]ectlves, 29 vijes
SAlyar dudvew, or ws may have fallen out after dvayxaiws on the
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 33-37

position, for if anything stands at rest anywhere
without being forced thither it is there that it has
found its proper place. Water is spread over the
surface of earth, and air and fire have made their
way from the middle to the upper position, air having
allotted to it the space between water and fire and
fire the uppermost. And so even if you light a torch
and make it descend to earth the flame will all the
same force its way against you and speed upwards
lightening itself to gain the motion natural to fire.
In fact if we grant that in other creatures destruction 34
is caused by their unnatural arrangement of their
parts, while in the world each of the parts is arranged
naturally and has its proper position apportioned
to it, we are justified in saying that the world is
indestructible.

Another point which must be clear to everyone is 35
this. Nature in each case strives to maintain and
conserve the thing of which it is the nature and if it
were possible to render it immortal. Tree nature
acts so in trees, animal nature in each kind of animal,
but the nature of any particular part is necessarily 36
too feeble to carry it into a perpetual existence.
For privation or scorching or chilling or the vast
multitude of other circumstances which ordinarily
affect it descend to shake it violently and loosen and
finally break the bond which holds it together, though
if no such external force were lying ready to attack
it, so far as itself was concerned, it would preserve
all things small or great proof against age. The 37
nature of the world then must necessarily desire
the conservation of the All. For it is not inferior to

analogy of Yuypdv éori 76 Fdwp dore dovoaola (Madvig 149,
150). 2 Mss. SadvAdTTew.
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paMov 1) mpoodeés (dMwv).”
2 7z 7 M > ~ ¢
39 VIII. ’Anodewkmikdditatrds ye pnv kakeivos o
Adyos éotiv, ép> & puvplovs olda oepvvvouévovs
s ﬁKpLBwp,e'wu Kal mivv a’.vefe)\e"yKTw. ﬂvvad-
vovrat 'yap 'n'vog évexa ‘TOV kSopov qS@epec o Beog,
[500] 'l']TOL yap | Smép Tob pmréri KoopomoLoaL 1; dmép
40 700 éTepov kaTackevdoar. 7'0 uév o7
mpdrepov aANASTpiov Beod: mpos Tdéw yip drafiav
4 / 3 A 3 '3 ’ bl
peraPddew 8éov, od mpos draflav Tdfw- elra &
o1t Kal ;Le'rafvom.v 11'0'.009 Kal vémw,a Se'feﬂu
¢vx'r]s‘ et 'yap N ) _koopomovioa T napm'rav
1 KpL'vov'ra mpémov ava 70 Epyov xailpew T&H
41 yevopéve. 70 08¢ OSedrepov dfwov ov

1 MsS. ad7os . . . mapéywy . . . mhOYWY.

4 Od. vi. 107 £., said of Artemis and her nymphs.
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the nature of particular parts that it should take
to its heels and leave its post and try to manufacture
sickness rather than health, destruction rather than
complete preservation, since

High o’er them all she rears her head and brows
Easy to recognize though all are fair.®

But if this is true the world will not be susceptible
to destruction. Why so? Because the nature which
holds it together fortified by its great fund of strength
is invincible and prevails over everything which could
injure it. And so Plato says well?: * For nothing 38
went out from it nor entered it from anywhere. For
there was nothing. For by design it was created to
supply its own sustenance by its own wasting ¢ and
have all its actions and passions in itself and by itself.
For its framer deemed that were it self-suflicing it
would be far better than if it required aught else.”

VIII. There is another highly logical line of proof 39
which thousands, I know, hail with pride as very exact
and absolutely irrefutable. They ask what motive
will God have for destroying the world. It must be
either to cease from world-making or to construct
another. Now the first of these is incon- 40
sistent with God’s nature, which demands that He
should change disorder to order, not order to dis-
order. Secondly He will be allowing Himself to
change His mind, and such change is an affection
and distemper of the soul. For rightly He should
either have made no world at all or judge His work
to be befitting to Himself and rejoice in what has
beenmade. The second motive suggested 41

® Timaeus 33 c.

¢ i.e. each part or element feeds upon another. Archer-
Hind compares the saying of Heracleitus quoted in § 111.
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~ b ’ 4 4 k4 ~ 37 >
Aots abpovres Ydupov yewdddovs aviordor kémeld
Sdapotivres Tals yepol mdAw épelmovor: moD yap
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déapodvra pijre mpoorifévra und’ ad mpds To
bl o -~ 4 A b 3 ~ <
duewov 1) xelpov ueraBdAovra Tov €€ dpyis dmaé
yevduevoy kata xdpav éav. el 8¢ kpeiT-
e
Tova dnuiovpyrjoel, yevijoeTar TéTe KpelTTWY Kai O
dnpovpyds, @ald’ nika Tov mpdrepov kateskevale
kal v Téxvy kal Ty Sidvowav 7y dreléoTepos,
dmep 008¢ Oéuis movoelv éorw: loos yap adrTos
-~ 4
éavrd kal Suoos ¢ BGeds, unre dvesw mpos 7O
xelpov pijr’ émiracw mpos 76 PéAriov Sexduevos.

¢ Source unknown.
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demands no little examination. If he should con-
struct another world to take the place of that which
now exists, the work thus made must be either a
worse, or a like or a superior construction and each
of these suppositions is unsatisfactory. For if it is
worse its framer also is worse, but the works of
God framed with the most consummate skill and
knowledge are not liable to censure or condemnation
or correction. As they say,

Not even a woman so far lacks good sense
As when the better’s there to choose the worse.®

And it befits God to give form to the formless and
invest the ugliest things with marvellous beauties.
If it is a similar world, the craftsman 42
has wasted his toil and differs not a whit from quite
senseless children who often when playing on the
beach erect great mounds of sand and then under-
mine them with their hands and send them tumbling
back to the ground.? Far better than constructing a
similar world would it be neither to take away nor to
add, neither to change for the better or for the worse
but to leave where it is what was once originally
created. If the work is to be better, the 43
workman also will then be better, consequently less
perfect in skill and intelligence when he constructed
the first world. And even to harbour such a thought
is profane, for God is equal to Himself and like
Himself; His power admits neither relaxation to
make it worse, nor tension to make it better. Such

b Cf. Il. xv. 362 ff. :
&s &re 1is Ydpafov mais dyxe faddooys,
8s 7' émel odv moujoy dfdppara vyménaw,
& adris ovvéxeve mooly kai yepoiv dbvpwv.
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45 IX. Kai pnv dmavr{ mov' kdkeivo 8fdov, 67
dlepopévys pév s yis dvdykn kal Td xepoaia
~ ’ > @ 1 ré b 4
7oV {dwv kal Glov 76 yévos amdlvolar, dleipo-
pévov 8¢ B8atos Ta évdpa, kai dépos uévror kai
46 TUpds T4 depomdpa kal muplyova. kar dvdloyov
fod k] ’ [ k4 7 4 \ o
oty el Ppleiperar 6 odpavds, plapriceTar pév fAios
A 2 4 bl € )Y 7
ral geljvy, dlaproovrar 8 of Aowmol mAdvyTes,
dbaprioovrar 8 of dmdavels doTépes, 6 TogoiTos |
(501] alofnTdv Oedv eddaipwy 16 wmdAar vouisbels
4 o M ¥ 7. b ) IQ L 124 N
otpatds. 6 O [el] yévorr’ dv oddév érepov 9
A 2 € -~ £ 4 4 3 -~ A
0,eovg, ¢0€Lpo;,1.evov’$ dmovoety ioov ydp ot 7Y xal
avfpdmovs abavdTovs Vmovoelv. kaitor Tis® év
~ 3 ~
driuwy ovykpioer TodT’ dv elpor orOTdY €DAoyd-
Tepov €kelvov xdputi pév yap Oeod® Gvnrov dbavacias
petalayetv elxds éorw, ddpbapoiav 3¢ Geods dmo-
1 Cohn corrects to 7w, I think, unnecessarily. He says
that mavr{ 7o is very common in Philo, which is certainly
true, and that mov is unsuitable. Why ? Having used wawr{
7 just above, § 835, he might naturally prefer to vary the
form of introduction.

2 MSS. kai Tols Or kaiTot.
3 s ¢ , 5 Beots 3+ Bvmrdy 1wy vio KTA
MSS. éxelvov, xdpirt uév feod v Gvmrov pév yap k7.
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 43-46

irregularities occur in the lives of men. It is their
nature to change in both directions for good and for
worse. To grow, to advance, to improve and their
opposites are to them common events. Add to this 44
that the works of us mortals will rightly be destruc-
tible, while those of Him the immortal may surely
be expected to be indestructible. For it is reasonable

to suppose that what the craftsmen have wrought
should be assimilated to the nature of those who
wrought them.

IX. Further, it is surely clear to everyone that if 45
the earth is destroyed land animals too as a race
must all perish : so, too, if water is destroyed, the
aquatic, if air and fire, the traversers of the air and
the fire-born.® On the same analogy, if heaven is 46
destroyed, the sun and moon will be destroyed, so
also the other planets, so also the fixed stars, that
mighty host of visible gods whose blessedness from
of old has been recognized. This would be the same
as supposing that gods are destroyed, and that is
on a par with supposing also that men are immortal.?
Though if we compare one futility with another we
shall find on examination that this is more reasonable
than that. Through the grace of God a mortal may
conceivably gain immortality, but that gods should

¢ Cf. De Gig. 7 and De Plant. 12, where they are said to
be seen particularly in Macedonia.

® Bernays explains this as a Peripatetic hit at the Stoic
readiness to believe that men become gods. He quotes
among other references Cic. De Natf. Deorum i. 39, where
Chrysippus is declared to have included among the many
things which he held to be divine ‘ homines eos qui im-
mortalitatem essent consecuti.”” The Peripatetic then says
here that a doectrine which involved the death of the heavenly
bfings is even worse than that which asserts the deification
of men.
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{nrovuévov 81, mdoTepos édbaprar, Tov Oéwra
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ddokew olkeidTepov elvar. Tolro 8¢ mapadofo-
1 So Cohn and Cumont for mss. efdomoiods. Arnim how-
ever in S.V.F. ii. 397 quoting this passage has 8{ws wowovs,

and as several other passages from Plutarch, etc., have the
masculine, it seems that this as nearer to the mss. is correct,

¢ The meaning is to be judged from De Som. i. 22 *“ Some
people have declared them (the stars)to be . . . masses of fiery
metal, for which they themselves deserve a prison and mill-
house (i.e. a place for hard labour like Lat. * pistrinum ™), in
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lose their indestructibility is impossible whatever the
mischievous ravings of men’s philosophies may say.
And indeed those who propound the doctrines of 47
conflagration and rebirth hold and openly declare
the god-head of the stars which they destroy in their
theorizing without a blush. For they must either
declare them to be lumps of red hot metal as do some
of those who nonsensically talk of the whole heaven
as if it were a prison,? or regarding them as divine or
superhuman beings also acknowledge that they have
the indestructibility which befits gods. In fact they
err so far from the true doctrine that they fail to
observe that in their inconsistent philosophizing they
are imposing destruction on providence also which is
the soul of the world. So at least says the most 48
esteemed among them, Chrysippus, who in his treatise
on “‘ increase ”’ makes the following marvellous state-
ment.? Starting from the premise that there cannot
be two individuals qualifying the same substance he
continues ‘““ as an illustration, suppose that one
person has all his members and that another has
only one foot and let us call the first Dion and the
defective one Theon and then suppose that Dion
has one of his feet cut off.”” Now if we ask which
of the two has suffered destruction, he thinks that
Theon is the more correct answer. This savours
"which such instruments are kept to punish impiety.” And
both passages seem to be connected with the story that
Anaxagoras was prosecuted for impiety because he said that
the sun was a uvdpos dudmupos. They seem to be the only
passages which suggest that such a form of punishment was
used in prisons. Was there perhaps a story that Anaxagoras
when imprisoned, as according to one version he was, was
subjected to this as an appropriate punishment ?

® On the meaning of the term i8/ws moiév or mouds and the
argument of §§ 48-51 see App. p. 528.
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 49-51

more of paradox than of truth. For how can one 49
say that Theon the unmutilated has been made away
with while Dion whose foot is amputated has suffered
no destruction? “ Quite rightly,” he replies, * for
Dion who has had his foot amputated has passed
over to the defective substance of Theon. Two in-
dividuals ecannot qualify the same substratum and so
Dion must remain and Theon has been destroyed.”

Themselves, no others, winged the shaft which slew them,*

as says the tragic poet. For by reproducing this
form of argument and applying it to the whole world
one can very clearly show that providence itself is
also destroyed. Consider it as follows. Postulate 50
on the one hand the world which is complete like
Dion and on the other the soul of the world as
Theon, for the part is less than the whole. Then
just as we take away Dion’s foot, take away from
the world all its bodily part. Then we must say 51
that the world which has lost its body has not been
destroyed just as Dion whose foot was cut off was
not destroyed. But the soul of the world has been
destroyed just as Theon who suffered no injury was
destroyed. The world has passed over into a lesser
state of being since its bodily part has been taken
from it and its soul has been destroyed because two
individuals cannot qualify the same substratum.

¢ A fragment of the Myrmidons of Aeschylus. The
passage is often quoted with or without the preceding lines
&Y éori [.ufowv @Y Azﬁvm’m&}v K)\e'og,
m\1lyev-r drpdrTe rofu«o ‘rov aleToy
elmeiy LSow-a pyxaviy mepw;m-rog,
7d8’ ovx 7’ dMwy dAAd Tois avr@dv mrepols
dAordpeatda.
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1 MSS. xpovos . . . KOGuOS.
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¢ Timaeus 37 E.
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Now to say that providence is destroyed is an atrocity
but if providence is indestructible the world also
is indestructible.

X. Another very weighty proof to show its per- 52
petuity is supplied by time. If time is uncreated,
the world also necessarily must be uncreated. Why ?
Because as great Plato says time is indicated by
days and nights and months and successions of years,
and none of these can subsist without the movement
of the sun and the revolution of the whole heaven.®
Thus people who are accustomed to define things
have correctly explained time as what measures the
movement of the universe, and since this is sound,
the world is coeval with time and its original source.
But nothing can be so preposterous as to suppose that 63
there was a time when the world was when time was
not. Time by its nature has no beginning or end,?
since these very terms ‘ was, time when, when,”
involve the idea of time. From this it follows that
time also did not exist of itself when the world was
not, for what does not subsist does not move either
and time has been shown to be what measures the
cosmic movement. It is necessary therefore that
both should have subsisted from everlasting without
having any beginning in which they came into being
and things which are from everlasting are not sus-
ceptible of destruction. Possibly some argumenta- 54
tive Stoic quibbler will say that time is explained as
the measurement of the movement not only of the
world of the present cosmic order but of that postu-
lated at the conflagration. The answer to this is,
“ My friend, you are transferring your terms and
give the sense of Cosmos to the negation of Cosmos,
for if this world which we see is very fitly called
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 54-57

Cosmos in the proper sense of the word being ordered
and disposed with consummate craftsmanship, which
admits of no improvement, one may rightly describe
its change into fire as the negation of Cosmos.”

XI. e (Critolaus, one of the votaries of the Muses, 56
a lover of the Peripatetic philosophy, who assents
to the doctrine of the perpetuity of the world, used
the following arguments. If the world has been
created, the earth must have been so too, and if
the earth was created, so certainly must have been
the human race, but man is uncreated and his race
has existed from everlasting as will be shown, there-
fore the world also is everlasting. Now for the 58
establishment of the point just left for discussion ? if,
indeed, facts so obvious need proof. But they do
need it, because of the myth-makers who have in-
fected our life with their falsehoods and chased away
truth from its borders. They have forced not only
cities and houses but also every single individual to
lack that best of possessions and devised as a bait
to trap them metres and rhythms and so expressed
their views in an attractive form. With these they
bewitch the ears of the foolish as uncomely and
repulsive courtesans bewitch their eyes with their
trappings and spurious adornment for lack of the
genuine. These people say that the birth of man- 57
kind from mankind is a later work of nature and
that the earlier and more original form was a genera-
tion from the earth, since the earth both is and is
held to be the mother of all things and that the
Sown men celebrated in Grecian lore sprang from

some remarks on the part assigned to him in the argumenta-
tion which follows see Intr. p. 176.
b Or “ assumed ” ; cf. § 125.
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dvw, but ** the uppermost steps are bounded by the axus’
seems an intelligible phrase. 2 Ms8. amodidwow év dafevei.

224



THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 57-60

the earth as trees do now, full-grown and in armour.
That this is a mythical fiction can be 58
easily seen on many grounds ; one is that the growth
of the man first born must have followed periods of
time determined by fixed measurements and numeri-
cal rules. For nature has created the stages of age
as a sort of steps by which man may be said to go
up and down, up while he is growing, down in the
times of his decreasing. The limit of the upward
steps is the culmination of youth. When he has
reached this he no longer advances but like the
runners of the double course who return along the
self-same track he repays to feeble old age all that
he received from lusty youth. But to think that any 59
were born full-grown from the first shows an ignor-
ance of those immutable statutes, the laws of nature.
Our decisions and judgements reflect the discord
which belongs to the mortal element, our yoke-
fellow, and may be expected to admit of change and
instability. But there is no swerving in the nature
of the universe, for that nature is supreme above all
and so steadfast are its decisions once taken that it
keeps immutable the limits fixed from the beginning.
If then nature had thought it fitting that they should 60
be produced full-grown, mankind would even now be
created in that condition, not as infants, nor boys
nor youths, but in manhood straight away, and per-
haps altogether proof against old age and death.
What is not subject to increase is not subject to
decrease either, for the process of the changes up
to manhood is one of increase but from manhood to
old age and death one of decrease, and it is reason-
able that one who is exempt from the first set of
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quotes (Hermes, 1916, p. 184~) from De Providentia 43,
where the purification is effected by the ordinary rains which
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changes should not be subject to those which follow.
And what is to prevent men from springing now as
they are alleged to have sprung in former times?
Has the earth too grown so old that it may be thought
to have been sterilized by length of time? On the
contrary it remains as it was ever young, because it is
the fourth part of the All and is bound to remain
undecayed in order to conserve the sum of things,
just as also its sister elements, water, air and fire,
continue to defy old age. A clear proof 62
that the earth retains its vigour continually and
perpetually at its height is its vegetation, for puri-
fied either by the overflow of rivers, as they say is
the case in Egypt, or by the annual rains, it takes a
respite and relaxation from the weary toil of bearing
fruit, and then after this interval of rest recuperates
its native force till it reaches its full strength and
then begins again to bear fruits like the old and
supplies in abundance to each kind of living creature
such food as they need. XII. And therefore it seems 63
to me that the poets did not do amiss in giving her
the name of Pandora, because she gives all things
that bring benefit and pleasurable enjoyment not to
some only but to all creatures endowed with conscious
(ife. Suppose one soaring aloft on wings when spring
has reached its height were to survey the uplands
and the lowlands, he would see the lowlands verdant
with herbage, producing pasturage and grass fodder
and barley and wheat and numerous other forms of
grain, some sown by the farmer, others provided
self-grown by the season of the year. He would

nourish animal and vegetable life, justifies the retention of
kaBapleioa.
2 mss. ¢bopds.
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. see the uplands overshadowed with the branches and
foliage which deck the trees and filled with a vast
quantity of fruits, not merely those which serve for
food, but also those which prove to be a cure for
troubles. For the fruit of the olive heals the weari-
ness of the body and that of the vine if drunk in
moderation relaxes the violence of sorrow in the soul.
Further he would perceive the sweet fragrance of 64
the exhalations wafted from the flowers and the
multitudinous varieties of their colours diversified
by superhuman skill. Again looking away from the
cultivated vegetation, he would survey poplars,
cedars, pines, firs, tall towering oaks and the other
deep, unbroken forests of wild trees which over-
shadow the vast expanse of the huge mountains ¢ and
the wide stretch of deep soil which lies at their feet.
Seeing all this he will recognize that the ever-youth-
ful earth still has the indomitable and unwearying 65
vigour of its prime. And therefore the earth, which
has suffered no diminution of its ancient strength,
would, if she brought forth men before, be doing so
still, and this for two most cogent reasons, part to
avoid desertion of her proper post, particularly her
duty of sowing and generating man, the best and
chief of all the creatures who walk the land, and
secondly to aid women, who in pregnancy labour
with very grievous burdens for some ten months and
when they are on the point of child-birth often
actually die in the pains of travail. Indeed is it not 68
terribly foolish to suppose that earth has in its
bosom a womb for the sowing of men? For the place
which generates life is the womb, the * workshop of

meaning perhaps ‘‘ nearly all and even the highest.”” In the
next line v moAy may =* the greater part.”
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nature,”? as someone calls it, where alone the living
are moulded into shape, and this is not a part of the
earth but of a female creature framed for generation
of other creatures. Folly indeed, since we should also
have to say that the earth like a woman has the
addition of breasts when she bore men, that the
offspring when first brought to birth might have
their proper sustenance. But no river or spring any-
where in the habitable earth is recorded as having
ever run milk instead of water. Besides just as the 67
newly born needs to be fed with milk, so too he
needs to be sheltered by clothing to meet the harms
brought upon the body by cold and heat, and there-
fore midwives and mothers necessarily feeling
anxious to protect the offspring wrap the infants
in swaddling clothes. Must not then earth-born
creatures if left naked have been at once destroyed
either by some refrigeration of the air or scorching
of the sun, for the powers of cold and heat produce
diseases and fatalities ? But the myth- 68
makers having once begun to disregard truth also
made out these Sown men to have been born armed,
a marvel indeed, for what smith was there on earth
or a Vulcan so powerful as to prepare full suits of
armour straightaway ? And what suitable connexion
is there between the first generation of men and
wearing arms ? Man is the gentlest and kindliest
of animals, because nature has given him the prero-
gative of reason, with which the savage passions are
charmed away and tamed. Far better would it be
for a reasonable being if instead of arms, the herald

@ This phrase is used several times by Philo, Mos. ii. 84,
Spec. Leg. iii. 33, 109 and Legatio 56. This is the only place
where he indicates that it is a definite quotation.
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® Alluding perhaps to the use of xoudf wimos in § 42,
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staff, the symbol of treaties of agreement, should
spring from the ground, so that it should proclaim
peace instead of war to all men everywhere.

XIII. So then since the foolish imaginations of those 69
who fortify falsehood against truth have been satis-
factorily refuted, we must be well assured that
from everlasting men spring from men in successive
generations. The man sows the seeds into a womb
as into a field, the woman receives the seed for safe-
keeping ; nature invisibly moulds and shapes each
part of the body and soul and bestows upon the race
as a whole what individually we were not able to
receive, namely immortality. For the race remains
for ever, though particular specimens perish, a marvel
in very truth and the work of God.? And if man,a
small portion of the All, is everlasting, the world
must surely be uncreated and therefore is inde-
structible.

XIV. Critolaus in his contention used also this 70
further kind of argument: That which causes itself to
be healthy is free from disease, that which causes
itself to be wakeful is wakeful, and if this is so, that
which causes itself to exist is everlasting. But the
world, since it causes all other things to exist, causes
itself to exist, and therefore the world is everlasting.

This is not all. A further point worth considera- 71
tion is that every created thing must in its beginning
be quite imperfect and only as time advances grow
to its full perfection. Consequently if the world has
been created it was once, if I too® may borrow a
Philo here speaks in the person of Critolaus, forgetting that
Critolaus would not know what arguments had been adduced
in the earlier parts of the treatise. This goes to show that
Critolaus is throughout these sections paraphrased rather
than quoted.
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suppose that xAnpodxous is corrupt. On the other hand
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die einzelnen gottlichen Theilméchte umschliesst,” and mepi-
Bodos by ** Tempelbezirk.”” He says that mepiBolos is speci-
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term from those applied to the stages of human life,

a mere infant, and afterwards progressing through
the revolutions of years and long stretches of time,
was at long last and with difficulty brought to perfec-
tion. For the very long-lived is necessarily slow to
reach its culmination. Now if anyone thinks that 72
the world has passed through such changes, he had
better recognize that, he is under the sway of a fatal
delusion. For clearly not only will the world’s bodily
parts increase but its mind also will make advances,
for those who preach its destruction also suppose that

it is rational. So then like a man, when it originally 73
comes into being it will be irrational, but at the age
of culmination rational. Such things are impious not
merely to speak but even to think. Surely this the
all-perfect which embraces things visible wherein the
several occupants included are gods, deserves to be
held ever perfect both in body and soul, immune from
the plagues inseparable from all that is created and
destructible.

XV. In addition to all this Critolaus says® that 74
apart from external causes of death to living creatures,
there are three to which they are subject, disease,
old age and privation, to none of which the world
can fall a prey. For it is compacted from the whole
of the elements, so that it cannot suffer violence from
any part that has been left out and defies control.

% The argument in this section is substantially the same as
in §§ 20 ff., but it is expressed in a different way in many
respects, particularly at the end.

ally applied to temples. But I do not think the index bears
this out for Philo. Though in several places it is used with
reference to the temple, it does not seem in itself to mean
more than ““ enclosure.”
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TAV dTdrTwY, TRV dppoviav TEV dvapudeTwy, TRV
cvpdwviav TOv dovpddvwr, TV Evwow TOV
Sweotyrdrwv, Tiv Edwv pév kal Alfwv éEw,

1 Bernays has dvev mpogdoews for the mss. edmpoddoiora,
Cumont frrov dv Hdlkovy of $bopav elonyoduevor 108 xdopov,
undév yap éxovres mapdderyp’ dididrnTos éddkouy Gy edmpoddaiarTa
duddoxew. I have simply printed Cohn’s text rather than
adopt that of Bernays or Cumont, neither of which I feel to
be quite satisfactory. Cohn discusses his text in Hermes
(1916) and professes himself quite satisfied with it (he de-
fends the anacoluthic yép by other examples). But I cannot
translate it, and the translation I have given involves either
the omission of #rrov or the substitution of dvev mpoddoews
for edmpopdoora.

¢ This end of the section seems to be a not very happy
adaptation of Timaeus 73 a, where the bowels are said to

236



THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 74-75

It has dominion over the forces which produce in-
firmities, and the subservience of these forces keeps
it from disease and decay of age. It is absolutely
self-sufficient and independent of every need. It is
lacking in nothing which can ensure permanence
and has excluded the successive alternations between
inanition and repletion, which living creatures ex-
perience through their gross avidity and thereby
court not life but death, or to speak more cautiously,
an existence more pitiful than extinction.®
Again if there was no everlasting form of nature 75

to be seen, those who propound the destruction of
the world might seem to have a good excuse for
their iniquity, since they had no example of per-
petual existence before them. But since according
to the best professors of natural philosophy, fate has
no beginning or end, being a chain? connecting the
causes of each event in unfailing continuity without
a gap or break, why should we not also declare that
the nature of the world or cosmic system is age-long,
since it is order of the disordered, adjustment of the
unadjusted, concord of the discordant, unification
of the discrepant, appearing as cohesion in wood and

have been formed so that the food should not pass too quickly,
and 50, producing dmAqoria, make the whole race d¢iréoodov
Kat dpovoov through gluttony ('yaa‘rpl.p.ap'yl.a) Grammatically
dpovoov might agree with yaorpipapyiav or even with dmin-
orlav, and so perhaps Philo (or Critolaus ?) took it.

® This is an allusion to the supposed connexion between
eipappévy and efpuds, which would involve connexion with
e’lpw also, cf. De Mut. 135 7 elpapuéry, drorovbia kai dvadoyla
T@v oupmdvrwy eipuov Eovoa dSuddvrov. See note there (vol v.
p. 590), where reference is given to S V.F.ii. 918 4 em.app.ew;
eipuds s odoa aitidv dmapdBaros: odrw ydp alTiy of Lrwikol
opilovrar. It may be noted that here it appears in a non-
Stoical argument.
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omaprév 3¢ kal 8édpwy ¢vow, Yuxny 8¢ {dwv
amdvrwy, dvlpdmwy 8¢ vobv kal Adyov, dperiy 8¢
agmovdalwy TedewoTdTyy; € 8 1) Tob Kéopov PUois
ayémrds 7€ kal ddbapros, dHAov ST kal o kdopos,
alwviw auveyduevos kai diakpaTovuevos Seoud.
76  Numbévres 8¢ dmo 7hs adybelas ral 7oV avri-
Sofodwwv é'w,oc p,e‘reﬂd)\ovv-w TPOGKAYTIKTY YO
[497] éxer Svvapy ’TO KaMog, 70 & a)\neeg | Sou,y,owwg
éori  Kaldv, ws 70 l/lev80$ éxTémws  aioypdv.
Bonlos yoiv 6 Ziddwios' xai Ilavairios,® dvdpes
&v 7ols Zrtwixols 8dypaocw loyvidres, dre Oed-
Mymror, Tas ékmupdioes kal maliyyevesias kara-
Amdvres mpods GodTepov® 3éypa 76 Tis adbapaias
77 T0D Kécy.ov 77'av1'69 nﬁroyé}w)aav. Aéyerar 8¢ kal
[502] ALoyeW)g nvuca veog N avvem'ypw,[/a;;evog | &
o'y/.w,n 1'1)9 emrvaoews Sié Tijs nALmag evSouwag
emaxew ov yap veorm-os aMa 'y'r)pwg 'ra Geuve.
mu ﬂepmax‘r;ra dudetv, kal pdAied’ doa /.m Surdlet
3 a)\o'yog kal dmatnAds awB'r)aLg aA\X’ 6 rabBapd)-
78 Tatos kai dkpadvéoraTos vols. XVI. dmodeifeor
& of mepi TOV Bonﬂ&v kéxpqrrau m@avwﬂiracg, ('ig
avruca )\efop.ew EL, gba(n, yevnTos Kkal ¢9ap7'og 6
KOO'[LOS, éx Tob p1) dvros T 'yewjae-rat, Smep Kal

Tols XTwikols dromdraTov elvar Ookel. Sia Ti

-

..

1 Mangey and earlier editors read xai Ilooeiddmos, which
is rejected by later editors on the grounds that Boethus is
elsewhere called a Sidonian and that Posidonius upheld the
doctrine of é Emrupwm.s.

2 mss, wdvermos.

3 So Cohn' following Cumont for the mss. feidrepov, which
Bernays retains, translating ** gottlicheren.” I do not feel
that it is impossible.

¢ For the fourfold classification ¢f. particularly Quod
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 75-78

stone, growth in crops and trees, conscious life in
all animals, mind and reason in men and the perfec-
tion of virtue in the good?® And if the nature of
the world is uncreated and indestructible, clearly the
world also is the same, held together as it is by the
might of an eternal bond.

Some conquered by truth and the arguments of 76
their opponents have changed their views. For
beauty has power to call us to it and truth is mar-
vellously beautiful as falsehood is monstrously ugly.
Thus Boethus of Sidon and Panaetius,® powerful
supporters of the Stoic doctrines, did under divine
inspiration abandon the conflagrations and regenera-
tions and deserted to the more religious doctrine
that the whole world was indestructible. It is said 77
too that Diogenes® in his youth subscribed to the
doctrine of the conflagration but in later years felt
doubts and suspended judgement, for it is not given
to youth but to old age to discern things precious
and worthy of reverence, particularly those which
are judged, not by unreasoning and deceitful sense,
but by mind when absolutely pure and unalloyed.
XVI. The demonstrations given by the school of 78
Boethus are very convincing and I will proceed to
state them. If, they say, the world is created and
destructible we shall have something created out of
the non-existent and even the Stoics regard this as
quite preposterous. Why so? Because it is im-

Deus 35 ff. This too appears to be an exclusively Stoic
theory (see Zeller, Stoics, p. 196). The addition of the fifth
quality ““ virtue in the good ’ I have not seen elsewhere.

® Boethus, middle of third century B.c. Panaetius,
second century.

¢ Diogenes (the Babylonian), late third and early second
century.
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[508] 671 odSepiav Pphopomowdv | airiav edpeiv éorwv, obr
évros oUT ékTds, 1) TOV kbopov dvedel: ékTds pév
yap o0dév éoTw OTv p7) Tdya ToV Kevdy, TOV
oTotyelwy dmokpldévTwy els adTov ddoxAjpwy, elow
& 008év vdonua TorodTov, & yévorr’ dv aitiov Oed
Too0UTWw OoAvoews. € 6 dvariws Plelperac,
dhov 61 éx Tob um Svros éorar 1) yévesis Tijs
dlopds, 6mep 008’ 7 Sudvora mapadéferar.

79 Kal piv daow, d7t yenwoi Tpdmor Pplopds elot
Tpets” é e KaTa Sl;m'peow K(‘ll‘, et; Ka'r‘o‘n &l,lac'peaw
s émexovons moldTnTos Kal O KaTd oUVyxUGwW.
Ta pév odv €k SieoTyrdTwy, almdha, PBovkdAwa,
xopol, oTpareluara, 7 wdAw éx ouvvamTouévwy®
odpara mayévra Siaordoer kal Siawpéoer Aderar:
rata 0¢ dvalpeow Tijs émexovons moldTYTOS 6
peracynuatiiopevos K'qpég 7 cha)\eawépevog,s i
undé e‘repoebS'q Two ﬂapaox'q TUTmOV popdis’ kaTd
85 ov'yxvaw, s 1) mapa laTpols TeTpaddpuaxos:
al yop duvvduers v ovvevexbévrwv HdavicOnoav

80 els efaipérov mids yéveow dmotelesbeions. moiw
&) TovTwv dfwov Tov Kdopov Pleipecfor Pdvar ;
7& kard Swaipecw; AAX’ odTe éx SieoTnKdTWY

1 Mss. 7@ 2 Mss. quvanmTduevov.
3 Mss. kai Aeawduevos.

¢ This again is to some extent the same argument as that
of §§ 20 and 74. But to these dissident Stoics the main point
is that since there is nothing to cause destruction either
within or without the world, the destruction, if it came, would
come from the non-existent, which is unthinkable.

® Or perhaps * inherent.” I have not found any examples
of such a meaning nor yet of * prevailing.” Bernays ‘‘ um-
haftenden,” Mangey “ primariae.” Later we have simply
7OLOTYS!

240



THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 78-80

possible to find any destructive cause either within
or without to make away with the world. For there
is nothing outside it except possibly a void, since
the elements have been completely merged into it
and within it there is no distemper such as to cause
a dissolution of so great a deity. And if it is de-
stroyed without a cause, clearly the origin of the
destruction will arise from what does not exist and
this the understanding will reject as not even
thinkable.®
Further they say that the methods of destruction 79

are of three kinds, namely, dismemberment, anni-
hilation of the prevailing® quality and amalgama-
tion.® Combinations of detached units, such as herds
of goats or oxen, choirs and armies, or again bodies
compacted of conjoined parts are disjoined by de-
tachment and dismemberment. We find annihilation
of the prevailing quality in wax when moulded into a
new form or when smoothed out without taking any
other different shape. We have amalgamation in the
quadruple drug ¢ used by physicians, for the proper-
ties of the substances collected vanish and the effect
thus produced is one single value of a special kind.
Which of these can we say is adequate for the destruc- 80
tion of the world ? Dismemberment? The world is
neither composed of detached units, so that its parts

¢ Cf. De Conf. 183-187, where the use of the word through-
out the treatise makes it necessary to translate ‘‘ confusion,”
but here it can be avoided. But I do not know of any word
which suggests the ¢lopa 7&v é¢ dpyis moworijrwv. Possibly
“fusion ”’ may be better than ‘ amalgamation,” ¢f. the
quotation from Chrysippus in S. V.F. ii. 473, given in vol. iv.

p. 558. )
@ The same illustration is given in De Conf. 187, wherg the
drug is said to be a compound of wax, tallow, resin and pitch.
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éotilv, s Ta pépn oredaclivar, ovre éx ouvamro-
pévewv, ws dadvbijvar, odre Tov adrov Tpdmov Tols
Nuerépots MwTar odpaoctt T4 pév yap émkipws
Te e’f éavtdv Eyer Kal vaaa'rezfe‘rae wpds puplwy
5’ v ,3/\a777'e7'at, 700 & a'r)r‘r'r)’rog 7 pw,wq 770)0\1)
TWL TEPLOVOLQ TAVTWY KaTaKparodoa. a dv-
acpeca wav're)\ec ’T'T)S 7701,077)7'03 s a\w’ aquxavov
'rov'ro e p,evec yap kaTd ’TOUS 'ravavna aipou-
pévovs 1) Tijs Swakoouricews modTys ém’ éAdTTovos
odoias Tis Tod Aws oraleloa' kara T éxkmipw-
ow. dAa Td kaTd ovyyvow ; dmaye, Sefjoes yap
mdAw €ls 70 w7 Ov yiveoba Ty Plopav mapa-
Séxeaﬁae. T0D xcipw, o7 €l pév éxactov év ué-
pet &y crro:.xel.wv eqSBeLpe‘ro, perafolyy €édvvaro
™y els erepov SGXGUBG,L, 'n-a.v'rwv 8¢ ovA\Bdny
afpdwy rard odyyvow dvapovpévwv, dvaykaiov®
dmovoelv 76 dadvvarov.

"Et. mpos Tovtois, éav ékmupwbi), daci, Ta
mdvta, 7( kaT éxeivov o feds mpdfer TOV xpdvov;
N 70 mapdmav oddév; kai pijmor’ elkdTws* vuvi
pev yap éxacro éopd kai mdvrwr ola yviioios
marp émTpomever kai, €l Ot TaAnbés elmelv,
Ndxov kai kvPepviiTov Tpdmov nrioyel kal mnda-
Aovyel 76 olumavta, HAlw Te Kal oeljvy kai Tols
b4 z \ 3 /7 ¥ 2] 37 \ -~
dMous mAdmor kal dmAavéow érv 8’ dépu kai Tols

1 So Bernays from 7§} 7odrov (Siograleica found in the
corresponding passage of the De Mundo, the spurious work

made up of centos from Philo. The mss. themselves leave
blanks of varlous length before oraleioa. See note a.

2 Mss. dvdyxn.

¢ “The Stoics distinguished between God the creator and
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 80-83

can be dispersed, nor of conjoint parts which can be
disjoined, nor is it a unity of the same kind as that
of our bodies, for they are in themselves perishable,
and under the sway of innumerable instruments of
mischief, while the world’s strength is invincible and
far more than sufficient to give it domination over
all. What of a complete annihilation of its quality ? g1
This is impossible, for according to those who hold
the opposite view, the quality of its original con-
struction remains at the conflagration, though con-
tracted, in a diminished substance, namely, Zeus.®
What of amalgamation ? Nonsense. For again we 82
shall have to admit that destruction passes into non-
existence. Why? Because if each of the elements
were severally destroyed each might be capable of
changing into something else, but if all are anni-
hilated in a body together by amalgamation we
should be obliged to suppose something which is
impossible. ‘
Moreover if all things are as they say consumed 83
in the conflagration, what will God be doing during
that time ? Will He do nothing at all ? That surely
is the natural inference. For at present He surveys
each thing, guardian of all as though He were indeed
their father, guiding in very truth the chariot and
steering the bark of the universe, the defender of the
sun and moon and stars whether fixed or wandering,
and also the air and the other parts of the world, co-

sovereign of the world and subordinate gods; in other
words, between the universal divine power as a Unity
working in the world and its individual parts and manifesta-
tions., The former they denoted by the term Zeus; to the
latter they applied the names of the subordinate gods”
(Zeller, Stoics (Eng. trans.), p. 328). Thus at the éendpwors,
such Unity alone remained.
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(&M ois) pépeat T0b Kdopov mapioTduevos kal
ouwdpdv doa mpds THv Tob Glov Swamoviy kal TRV

84 kat’ Jpfov Adyov dvvmaiTiov Swoiknow. wmdvTwy

[804] & dvawpebévrwy, I’ dpylas kai dmpafias | Sewidjs
dBudrey Blw xpioerar of T yévorr’ dv dromd-
Tepov; Okv®d Aéyew, & undé Béuis dmovoeiv, oTL
axolovbijoer Bed Odvatos, €l ye kal Mpepla: T
yap dewcivyrov éav dvédys Yuxds, kai adrTyy mdy-
Tws ovvavelels: Yuyn 8¢ 7ol wdopov kard TOUS
avtidofoivras ¢ Oeds.

85 XVIL ’Eketvo & odk dvdfiov' dwamopijoar, Tiva
Tpémov €aToun makiyyeveoia, mdvTwy els mhp dvalv-
Oévrwy: éfavarwlelons yap 7iis odalas vmo mwupds,
avdykm kai 70 mwhp odwrér’ Exov Tpodny dmocPe-
obfvar.  pévovros pév ody, & omepuaTikds Ths
Siakoouijoews éowler’ (dv) Adyos, dvaipeBévros
8¢ ovvarjpnrai. 10 & éotiv éxfecuov kal doéfnua
70n Sumdody, un pdvov ¢lopov Tob Kdopov rkarn-
yopely aAda kai maliyyeveaiav dvaipeiv, womep €v
droopio kai ampafla kai Tols mAnuueléor mdou

86 xaipovros Beod. Tov 8¢ Adyov drpi-
Béorepor Bde Siepevvyréov: mupds TpirTov eldos
76 pév dvlpag, 1o 8¢ PASE, 16 8¢ adyr). dvbpaf
uév odv éorL mhp év odoig yedder, 6 Tpdmov Efews

1 Mss. ok dfwov.

¢ The thought of God as *the soul of the world ” is
mentioned by Philo, Leg. All. i. 91, De Mig. 179 and 181, in
each case with a certain amount of disapproval (see note on
Leg. All. i. 91, vol. i. p. 478). The words «ard 7ods avre-
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operating in all that is needful for the preservation
of the whole and the faultless management of it
which right reason demands. But if all things are 84
annihilated inactivity and dire unemployment will
render His life unworthy of the name and what could
be more monstrous than this ? I shrink from saying,
for the very thought is a blasphemy, that quiescence
will entail as a consequence the death of God, for if
you annihilate the perpetual motion of the soul you
will annihilate the soul itself also and, according to
our opponents, God is the soul of the world.®

XVII. Another question worthy of examination is: 85
How will the rebirth come about if all things are
resolved into fire? For if the substance is consumed
by fire, the fire too must be extinguished having
nothing any longer to feed it. Now if the fire
remains the seminal principle?® of the ordered con-
struction would be preserved, but if the fire perishes
that principle perishes with it, and it is an enormity,
a twofold sacrilege, not only to predicate destruction
of the world but to do away with the rebirth as though
God rejoiced in disorder and inactivity and every
kind of faultiness. But we must examine gg
it more carefully. Consider it from this point of
view. Fire takes three forms: these are the live
coal, the flame and the fire-light. Now live coal is
fire embodied in an earthy substance, a sort of

Sofodvras quite suit Boethus, if we are still having his opinion.
For he definitely rejected the common Stoic view that God
was contained in the universe (Zeller, p. 152).

b Or “ Generative Reason ” or * Seed Power’ (Arnold).
By the term ‘ Generative Reason ”’ must be understood the
creative and forming forces in nature, which have collectively
produced the universe, and particular exercises of which
(omepparikoi Adyor) produce individual things (Zeller).
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mvevpaTikis mepwAevke kai éNoxd 8 Shms dypt
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Spatdv avridpw. péomr 8é ydpav adyfs Te Kal
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™Y Kav(rruc'qv a¢7)p7mevov 8vvamv doTpdmTet. €l
katd TV ékmipwow odv Tov Kbopov dvadvecbar
daiuev, dvlpal pév odrk dv yévoiro, diuéTL mau-
mhnlés vmoleliferar Tob yewdovs, @ To wip éy-
Karec)\v;qwac ovuPéBnkev, dpéorer 8é /quSe‘v ToTE
TGOV dAwv u¢eafravm awp.oi'rwv aAda yijy kal v8wp
kai dépa els drpatov mip dvaredvofar. wal pnv
00d¢ PASE: dupa' yap Tpodiis éori, undevds Oé
katalewpfévros, drpodrjoaca adrika dmocBecti)-
cetar. ToUTOLS €meTal 16 und adyny dmoreAeicfor-
kal’ éavryy ydp VmdoTacw odk éxei, pel 3¢ amd
Tdv mpotépwv, dvfpaxos kal Ployds, dp’ of pev
drrwy, moAdr) 8’ dmd dloyds xetrar yap émi
wikioTov: éxelvwy 8, ds €detyln, xata T érmi-
pwow odk SvTww, 008’ dv adyn yévoiro: kal ydp
N pelnuepwsy moA7) rai Balfela adyr, Tov vmo
yis MAlov Spduov lovros, €0fvs ddavilerar vuxri

1 Some MsS. dua.

¢ Bernays * geistiger Zusammenhalt.” But see the
deﬁmtxon of és in Quod Deus 35 as mvebpa avatrrpe¢ov &’
éavrd, and note on Quis Rerum 242 ** the three terms nvedpa,
s, Tdvos for a permeating and binding force seem more or
less convertible.” See S.V.F. ii. 439-462,

® Or “ kindled by.” The word dppa is common enough
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permeating current ¢ which has taken the fuel for its
lair and lurks there extending through it from end
to end. Flame is what rises up into the air from
that which feeds it. Fire-light is what is sent out
from the flame and co-operates with the eyes to give
apprehension of things visible. The middle place
between the light and the coal is held by flame, for
when it is extinguished it dies away into coal, but
when kindled into a blaze it has a radiance which
flashes from it, though destitute of combustive force.
If we say that at the conflagration the world is dis- 87
solved there would be no coal there, because if there
were the great quantity of earthy matter which is
the substance in which fire is contained will be still
remaining and it is one of their tenets that nothing
else of other bodies then subsists and that earth,
water and air are resolved into fire pure and simple.
Further there is no flame either, for flame is linked 88
on to? the fuel and when nothing is left it will be
extinguished for lack of sustenance. It follows also
that the light is not produced. For it has no
existence of itself but issues from the first two, the
coal and the flame, in a smaller stream from the coal
but a great outflow from the flame, for it is diffused
to a very great distance. But since the other two, as
has been shown, do not exist at the conflagration,
there will be no light either. For when the sun
takes its course under the earth, the daylight, great
and far-reaching as it is, is immediately hidden from
our sight by the night, especially if it is moonless.
for a knot or fastening, but there is no example =* the thing
fastened,” though such a meaning might easily have been
developed. Nor is there any example =* the thing kindled,”

though there is dvapua in this sense. Perhaps we should
read dvappa.
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Therefore the world is not consumed by conflagra-
tion but is indestructible, and if it should be so
consumed another world could not come into
existence.

XVIII. This has induced some of the Stoic school, 89
whose keener sight discerned from a distance the
oncoming refutation, to assist their cardinal doctrine
when lying as it were at the point of death, but
without avail. They said that since fire is the cause
of motion and motion the origin of generation, with-
out which it is impossible that anything should be
generated, after the conflagration when the new
world has to be created all the fire in it is not ex-
tinguished but a part of it of some amount remains.
For they were filled with great alarm lest, if the
whole mass was extinguished, the universe would
remain at a standstill and not be reconstructed, since
there was no longer anything to cause motion. But 90
these are the fictions of ingenious quibblers who are
scheming to overthrow truth. Why so? Because
the world when consumed by fire cannot become like
live coal, as has been shown, since a lot of earthy
matter would be left in which the fire will be bound
to lurk encamped, and in that case perhaps we may
say that the conflagration has still to establish its
power, since the heaviest and most resistant of the
elements, namely, earth, remains undissolved. It
must therefore either change into fire as Cleanthes
or light as Chrysippus thought. But if it becomes 91
flame, once it starts being extinguished it will not
be extinguished partially but altogether.? For its
existence is bound up with its feeder and therefore
if that feeder is plentiful it increases and diffuses

% Or “ totally and simultaneously,” and so below, § 92.
249



PHILO

pewdrar. Tekpnpudoarto 8 dv Tis dmo TAY Tap
Nulv 70 ywipevov: 6 Avyvos, €ws uév Tis Eavov
ap8eL, 'n'epuﬁe'y'yea-rarnv ddwor PASya, émedov &
emaxn, Samamjoas Jaov s Tpodiis Aeu//avov
adTika mnecrﬁeaﬂn, nSev pépos Tap,cevaa,uevos

92 7iis Ployds. €l 8¢ uy) Tobro a)\)\ av’yn 'ywe-rac,
wdAw abpda perafdArer. Siud T(; 61t ImdoTaocw
b INES 3y 54 ~ k] 3 ’ KN 124 3>
i0lav odk éyer, yewdrar 8 éx dloyds, s SAns O
SAwv oBéaw AauBavovons, dvdykn kai v adyny
,w)‘y kata pépos aAX’ dbpdav dvapelofar 6 yap

~ ) \ \ 7
mpos 'rpoqﬁnv PASE, TolTO aby) mpos (;S)\oya'
kafdmep ouv Tpo¢77 ovvavaipelTar PASE, Kal av'yn

93 Poyl. Gor’ aunyavov madvyyeveaiav TOV Kdomov
Aafetv, undevds evrudouévov omepuaTiod Adyov,
mavrwy O¢ Samavnbévtwv, TdV pév dMwv Imo

7 > -~ : e 9 3 I3 3 ko 3 ~
mupds, adrod & Om évdelas. é§ v éor Sijdov,
87 dyévmros kai dpfapros @v diatelel.

94 XIX. ®dpe & odv, ds ¢now ¢ Xpveurmos, 76
dvacTowyeidoar Ty Siakdounow els avTo mhp Tod
wéMovtos amoredeiolar kdopov oméppa elvar rai
) s A~ ’ s ~ ~
@y ém abrd) medtrooddnie pndév &pedobar, mpdTov

{506] ,uev oTt Kal éx | crrre'ppafos 'f; yévears kal ec’s‘
arreppa 7 ava)\vm.s, émevta & o-n quaco)\o'yeL-raL 6
kbopos kai Pvais Aoyiki), ob udvov éuvyos v
aAXG Kol voepds, mpds 8¢ kal pdvipos, éx TovTwWY
Totvavtiov od Povderar katackevdlerar, T6 undé-

95 more Plaprioecfor. ai 8¢ miorers mpoyelpdraTas
Tols ovvelerdlew un) dmokvodow. olkodv ¢ kdapos

s Cf. Diog. Laert. vii. 142 {@ov ¢ xdopos xal Aoyucdv ral
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250



THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 91-95

itself, but if that shrinks it diminishes. We can
judge the result from our own experience. A lamp
as long as we feed it with oil gives a very brilliant
light, but if we cease to do so after using up what
little of the feeder remains, it goes out at once as it
has no reserve of flame to fall back upon. Alter-
natively if it becomes light, again the change is total.
Why ? Because it has no definite existence of its
own but is generated from flame, and if the flame
is wholly and absolutely extinguished the light must
also perish not partially but totally. For what the
flame is to the feeder that the light is to the flame.
Therefore, just as the flame perishes with its feeder,
the light perishes with the flame. Therefore it is im-
possible that the world should have a rebirth, as no
embers of the seminal principle are alive within it,
but all have been exhausted, the rest by the fire,
the seminal principle by lack of sustenance. These
facts show clearly that it continues uncreated and
indestructible.

XIX. Now suppose that as Chrysippus says the
fire which has resolved the world as constructed into
itself is the seed of the world which will result and
that there is no fallacy in his theories on the subject,
primarily that its generation comes from seed and
its resolution passes into seed ; secondly that natural
philosophy shows the world to be also a rational
being, having not only life but mind, and further a
wise mind,® still these establish nothing of what he
wishes to prove but its opposite, namely that it will

92

94

never be destroyed. The proofs of this lie ready 95

at hand for those who do not shrink from examining

more impossible that its qualities should be below even those
of a plant.
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1 mss. furd otkev. 2 Mss. Sxnua.
3 MSS. oAov. 4 Mss. adrdv.

2 Of. Diog. Laert. vii. 110. The eight parts are the five
senses, speech, the rational faculty and the generative.
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them. The world has evidently either plant-life or
animal-life, but whether it has one or the other, if it
is destroyed at the conflagration it will never become
seed to itself. Take the testimony of the plants and
animals in our experience; none of them lesser or
greater ever when destroyed pass into the condition
of producing seed. We see how many types of 96
cultivated trees and of uncultivated also are spread
over every part of the earth. Each of these trees
so long as the stem is sound produces with its fruit
the germ of impregnation also. But when it withers
away by length of time, or is destroyed in some other
way with its roots as well it is never anywhere
capable of being resolved into seed. In the same 97
way also the different kinds of animals so numerous
that it would be difficult even to give their names,
while they survive and are vigorous, emit generating
seed, but when they are dead they never anywhere
become seed. For it is foolish to suppose that a man
when alive uses the eighth part @ of his life principle,
called the generative, to produce his like, but when
dead uses his whole self. For death is not more effi-
cacious than life. Besides nothing that exists is made 98
completely out of seed alone without its proper sus-
tenance. Seed is analogous to beginning and the
beginning by itself does not generate fullness. For
neither must you suppose that the ear of wheat
grows only from the seed laid down in the field by
the husbandmen. The double sustenance from the
earth, moist and dry is a very great factor in its
growth and the embryos moulded in the womb cannot

Philo has given the same classification in De Op. 117, though
there the point is that the érrational soul has seven parts. So
too De Agr. 30, Quod Det. 168, Quis Rerum 232.
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 98-102

be brought to life merely from the seed, but need
also the fostering sustenance from outside which the
pregnant mother administers. What is the purpose 99
of these remarks ? It is to show that at the con-
flagration seed alone will remain and nothing will
exist to nourish it, as all things that would give
nourishment are resolved into fire, and lame and
imperfect therefore will be the genesis of the world
brought about at the rebirth, since that which could
best co-operate in its consummation, which the
originating seed takes as a staff for its support, has
been destroyed. The absurdity of this is self-evident
and needs no further refutation. Again all things 100
which originate from seed are greater in bulk than
that which made them and visibly occupy a greater
space. Thus trees which soar to heaven often spring
from a very small grain, and animals of great cor-
pulence and stature come from the emission of a
little moisture. Also there is the fact mentioned a
little above ¢ that during the time following closely
on the birth the things generated are smaller but
afterwards increase in size till they reach their full
consummation. But in the universe the opposite 101
will take place. The seed will both be greater and
will occupy more space, but the result produced will
be smaller, and will be seen to take up less space,
and the Cosmos which forms itself from the seed will
not gradually advance in growth but on the contrary
will be reduced from a greater bulk to a lesser.
The truth of this statement can be easily seen. 102
Every body which is resolved into fire is diffused as

% 4. in §71.

1 Mss. évepyeias.
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! Cohn pronounces dvalverar to be corrupt. Alternatives
suggested are éxavverar (based on édoews in § 103), dvadidorar
and dwadverar, which Bernays reads. I do not feel that dval.
is quite impossible ; see translation.

2 Cumont éxreleoirar pelwv, in which case there is no
lacuna, éye. Adyor being understood before tfs cvumdons
odalas. See note b.

¢ Cf. Diog. Laert. vii. 140 é&wfer 8 adrod mepixexvuévov
elvar 70 xévov dmewpov, mep dodparov elvar,
b The text as printed gives * when at the rebirth it . . .
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well as resolved, but when the flame in it is being
quenched, it is contracted and drawn in. Facts so
clear as these need no proofs to testify to them as
though they were matters of uncertainty. Assuredly
the world when consumed by fire will become greater
because its whole substance is resolved into very
fine ether. This the Stoics seem to me to have
foreseen and therefore left room in their theory for
an infinite void outside the Cosmos,® so that when it
had to accept a sort of infinite diffusion, it might
not lack a place to receive the overflow. So then 103
when it has advanced and grown to such an extent
that, under the infinite magnitude of the pressure
forcing it, it extends its course almost to the illimit-
able existence of the void, even this ranks as seed,
but when at the rebirth it is brought to its con-
summation in a diminished condition it ranks as a
whole substance,® though the fire at its extinction
is contracted into the thickness of air and the air
is contracted and subsides into water and the water
condenses still more as it changes into the most
compressed of the elements, earth. These con-
- clusions are contrary to the accepted principles® of
those who are capable of judging the sequence of
events aright.
of the whole substance . . . ”*, i.e. we must supply some verb as
owlorarar =" consisting of’ to complete the protasis, and then
something more =* it will take up less room.” This does not
give any real antithesis to owépparos. Cumont’s suggestion
(see note 2) was not accepted by Cohn, but seems to me very
probable, and as it avoids the lacuna I have translated it.

¢ “ Common notions,” otherwise translated as “ primary
conceptions.” . According to Zeller, Stoics, pp. 79 f., they are
not innate ideas, but ‘ those conceptions which from the

nature of thought can be equally formed by all men out of
experience.”
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XX. Besides those already mentioned, there is 104

another argument which may be used to prove the
point, and this, too, will win the assent of those who
prefer not to carry their contentiousness to an
immoderate extent. In couples of opposites, it is
impossible that one member should exist and the
other not. If there is white there must be black
also, if there is great there must be §mall, and so
. with odd and even, bitter and sweet, night and day,
and the like. But when the conflagration has taken
place we shall have an impossibility. For one of the
opposites in couples will exist and the other will not.

Consider the following facts. When all things are 105

resolved into fire, there will be something light, rare
and hot, since these qualities belong to fire, but
nothing of their opposites, heavy, dense and cold.
How could we better express the disorder woven
by the conflagration theory than by showing that
things naturally coexistent are disjoined from the
coupling which holds them, and so far does this
dissociation extend that we have to predicate
perpetuity of the one set and non-existence of
the other.

Still further, a good point I think is made by the 106

investigators of truth when they say that if the
world is destroyed, it will be destroyed either by
some other cause or by God. Nothing else at all
will cause it to undergo dissolution. For there is
nothing which it does not encompass and what is
encompassed and dominated is surely weaker than
what encompasses and therefore also dominates it.
On the other hand, to say that it is destroyed by
God is the worst of profanities. For those who hold
the true creed acknowledge Him to be the cause,
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1 mss. felov.

2 Cumont reads del for els, and mepiféer for 7ifnoi, but
the latter has little resemblance to the word which it replaces.
Bernays ¢nof, but the introduction of the disputant at this

point seems unlikely. 'But the mere omission is equally un-
satisfactory.
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not of disorder, disharmony and destruction, but of
order and harmony and life and all that is most
excellent.

XXI. The people whose talk is for ever of con- 107
flagration and rebirth may well excite our wonder,
not only for the aforesaid reasons which prove the
falsity of their creed, but particularly on the following
grounds. As there are four elements, earth, water,
air and fire, of which the world is composed, why
out of all these do they pick out fire and assert that
it will be resolved into that alone? Surely it may
be said that .it is just as right that it should be
resolved into earth or water or air, for all these
have transcendent powers, and yet no one has de-
clared that the world is converted into any of the
three, and therefore the natural conclusion is that
it is not turned into fire either.

Indeed also observation of the equality inherent in 108
the world should make them afraid or ashamed to
affirm the death of so great a deity. For there is a
vast reciprocation between the four powers and they
regulate their interchanges according to the standards
of equality and the bounds laid down by justice.
For just as the annual seasons circle round and round, 109
each making room for its successor as the years cease-
lessly revolve, so, too, the elements of the world in
their mutual interchanges seem to die, yet, strangest
of contradictions, are made immortal as they ever
run their race backwards and forwards and continu-
ally pass along the same road up and down. The 110
uphill journey begins from earth.® FEarth is trans-

@ The idea of the ‘‘ uphill” and ‘‘ downhill ” journey
comes from Heracleitus, see Diog. Laert. ix. 9, where they
are called 7 émi 76 dvw and 7 émi 70 kdrw 686s.
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aipeow Svoudlwv, A& v els érepov oToLyElOV
’ > ’ 3 \ 1 ~ ~
112 perafokijv. dmapaPdrov® 87 kal ocuvexols Tijs
adToxpaTols loovoulas Tadtys del dudarToudvns,
domep ovk €lkds povov dAAG kal dvaykaiov, émel
76 pév dvioov ddukov, 76 8 ddukov kaxias éyyovov,

s 8, 3 » ~ ,9 ! /8
Kkakio. €€ oikov Tijs dbavacias medvyddevrar,
Octov 8¢ 7 (Bua 70) péyebos* & kdouos rai olkos
Ocdv alobnrdv dmodédeiktar, 76 37 ddokew o7
1
Pleiperar piy ovvopwvTwy doTi Ploews eipudv Kai
mpaypudTwy cuvnpTyuérny drolovliav.

113 XXII. Ilpoodirorexvobvres 8¢ Tives Tdv Albiov
SmodauPavévrawy Tév wdauov elvar kal TowoUTw

! The other editors retain peradapfdre, which gives a falr
sense, * has, like the other elements, its share of change.”

2 Here again the omission is drastlc. Cumont declares
the text to be right, possibly regardmg L 1roz\/\'qv avo.xum.v as
an accusative of respect Bemays 7 moAAj dvaydoer, corre-
spondmg to perd ofiéow and Gmore OAiBorro.  (If so why not
(Sua) 1-71; oMy dvdyvow?) The mss. have muxvovpémp (one
myyvupévov).
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formed by melting into water, water by evaporation
into air, air by rarefaction into fire. The down-
hill path leads from the top, the fire as it is extin-
guished subsides into air; air as it is compressed
subsides into water, while water is condensed as it
changes into earth. Well, too, spoke Heracleitus 111
when he says, “ death for souls is to become water,
death for water to become earth,” for conceiving
that soul ¢ is breath he indicates that the final end of
air is to become water and again of water to become
earth, while by the term death he does not mean
complete annihilation but transmutation into another
element. That this self-determined equality should 112
be maintained for ever inviolate and constant is not
only natural but necessary. And, therefore, since
inequality is unjust and injustice is the child of
wickedness, and wickedness is banished from the
dwelling-place of immortality, while the world is
divine in its vastness and has been shown to be the
dwelling-place of visible deities, the assertion that
it is destroyed shows inability to descry the chain
of nature and the unbroken sequence of events.

XXII. Some of those who consider that the world 113
is everlasting carry their ingenuity still farther and

¢ Philo is apparently mistaken here, and Heracleitus by
“ soul ”’ meant fire, not air, which he did not consider to be
one of the fundamental elements. See Zeller, Presocratics,
vol. ii. p. 50.

3 wmss. drapafBhirov (-ovs) or dweptfijrov.

4 Bernays fetov 8¢ v 7épevos, Cumont feios 8¢ 76 péyefos.
The objection to this and Cohn’s is that size is a poor reason
for the divinity of the Cosmos. Perhaps the most plausible
suggestion is Wendland’s feiov 8¢ 7v {udMov 8¢) uéyas Oeds,
which might perhaps be simplified with % instead of udAov 8¢,
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mpds katackevy Adyw xpdvrar $lopds TérTapas
elvar Tpdmovs ToUs dvwrdTw ovuBéfnre, mpdo-
Ocow daipeoy perdfecwy daMroiwow. OSvas uév
oty mpocléoer povddos els Tpidda Pleiperar pnrér
uévovaa OSuds, Terpds & ddapéoer povddos eis
1S , \ \ 1 ~ ) o
Tpudda, puerabéoer 8¢ 76 I' oroyetov eis H, drav
€ A Y 4 4 \ b A
al pév éyxdpoor mapdAindot wpos dpbas Siava-
ardow, 1) 8¢ mpos dplas émelevyuéry mAayracleioa
ovvdiy Tds map’ éxdrepa, kar dAolwow 8¢ peTa-
114 BdAwv olvos e€is d8fos. 7dv 8¢ katetdeyuévwv
Tpémwy 0ddels épdmreTar Tod kdouov TO mapdmav.
émel wal Ti Ppduev; mpoorifecfoi T TH Kdouw
\ > ’ k] b Y ’ 2 2] 7 a A
mpos dvaipecww; AN oddév éoTw ékTds, & um
uépos yéyovey adrod {Tod) SMov: mepiéyeTar ydp
kal kataxpateirar. AAXN’  ddarpeioclar; mpdTOV
uév 76 ddapelév mddw kdouos é€oTow, Tob ViV
Bpaxvrepos: émerra (8’) auiyavov éw T odua
700 Slov Swapmlév Ths cuudvias oxedaclijvar.
’M\ \ I 10 0 -~ Y 3 9
1156 M0 70 uépn perarifeolar; pevel pév odv év
ouolw Tods Témous ovk évadAdrrovra: od yap
) 3 ’ »_ 9 @ ~ ~ w0y
émoyrfjoeral mote olre’ Udari mdoa yi ovl Udwp
37 k4 2N 14 3 \ A \ ’ 4 ~3
dépt ovre anp mupl, AAa Ta pév Pioer Bapéa, yi
ral Jdwp, Tov péoov épéfel Tdmov, yfis uév Oepe-
’ ’ < ’ e/ L ] ’
Aov Tpdmov meperdovians, vdaros 8’ émmoAd{ovTos,
3\ A \ ~ AY ’ ~ \ ¥ \
(610] dnp O¢ kal mdp, Ta ¢voer kodpa, | ToV dvw, wAjw
»
oy Juolws* dnp yap mUpos OXMUe Yéyove, TO
1 mss. { or {fra . . . 5 or fra (the letter printed here for

zeta is an old form which accords with the argument).
2 Mss, éni. 3 mss. év .

¢ “The four ways of destruction are Peripatetic and
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employ an argument of the following kind to estab-
lish their view. We find, they say, four principal
ways in which destruction occurs, addition, sub-
traction, transposition, transmutation.® Thus two is
destroyed and becomes three by the addition of one
and similarly four by subtraction of one becomes
three. The letter T becomes H by transposition
when the horizontal parallels rise vertically and the
line which joined them vertically has been turned
sideways to connect the lines on either side of
it. By transmutation wine perishes and becomes
vinegar. But none of the ways enumerated affects 114
the world at all. For can we say that anything can
be added to the world to destroy it ? No, there is
nothing outside it, nothing which is not a part of
itself, that is of the whole, since each thing is
encompassed and dominated by it. What of sub-
traction ? In the first place anything subtracted
will in its turn be a world only smaller than the
present world. Secondly, it is impossible that any
body should be detached from its fellow substance
and dispersed outside the whole. Can its parts be 115
transposed ? No, they will remain as they are and
do not change their relative positions. For earth
will never anywhere stand mounted on water, nor
water on air, nor air on fire. But the naturally
heavy elements, earth and water, will occupy the
central position, with earth forming the support like
a foundation and water floating on its surface, while
the naturally light air and fire occupy the upper
position though with a difference, for air is the
vehicle on which fire rests and that which rests on a

Atomistic as contrasted with the three of the Stoics given in
§ 79 (Bernays).
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116 &’ ewoxovuevov é€ avdaykns Vmepdéperor. kai pn
003¢ kar’ dMolwow qSGeLpeoBaL vo;.ua‘re'ov- ioorpa-
™S yap 1) T@v oTouyeiwy peraBol), 6 8’ lookparés
dxAwods BePaidtnTos kal doaledTov povijs aitiov,
dre pijre mAeovekTody pijTe mAcovekToUpevoy: ol
7 dvridoois kal 7 dvrékTiols TGOV dvvduewy dva-
Aoylas' ééioovuévy kavdow Vyielas kal dredevTiiTov
owplas Snuiovpyds. €€ v aidios 6 kdouos
dmodelkvuToL.

117 XXIII. ®edppaoros uévrol dnol Tods yéveow kai
$bopav Tob Kdopov karnyopoivras Pmd TerTdpwy
dmarnbijvar T@v peylotwv, yis dvwpadias, fa-
AdT1Ts  dvaywpricews, €xkdoTov TAV TOD BAov
pnepdv Swadvoews, yepoaiwy Plopds wara yévm

18 {dwv. kataokevdlew® 3¢ 76 pév mpdTov ovTws:
el py yevéoews dpynv éaPev 1 yi, pépos vm-
avearos o0dév dv éri adtijs €wpdro, xfopada &
4O 1o 8pn mdvra éyeyévmro Kai ol yedodor
ndvres (oomedor 7] mediddi: ToooUTwy ydp kal
écacrov évavrdv SuPpwy €€ ddlov Pepouévwy,
elios Ny TOv dmpuévwy mpos Uifos Td péy yei-
pdppois dmeppixfar, Ta & Vmovooricavra Kexo-
Adofou, mdvra 8¢ Swo. mdvrwy 7dn AeewdvBar.

1 Mss, avadoylas.
2 mss. karaokevdle. See note b.

¢ Or more exactly ““ those who affirm of the world that
it is subject to yévesis and ¢fopd,” with the suggestion
perhaps that such an idea is depreciatory (xoryyopodvras).

b Bernays retains the indicative xaraoxevd{e:, which is I
think quite defensible. In either case the statement is
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vehicle is necessarily carried above it. Once more 116
we must not suppose that the world is destroyed by
transmutation, for there is a balance of powers in the
interchange of the elements and such a balance
produces unswerving stability and unshaken perma-
nence, since it neither encroaches nor is encroached
on. And thus the reciprocation, the giving and
taking of values, equalized according to the standards
of proportion creates sound health and perpetual
security. These things show the world to be ever-
lasting.

XXIII. Further, Theophrastus says that those who 117
maintain the creation and future destruction of the
world ¢ are misled by four main considerations, the
unevenness of the earth’s surface, the withdrawal of
the sea, the dissolution of each several part of the
universe, and the perishing of whole species of land
animals. The proof which they base on the first 118
of these is according to him the following.? If the
earth had no beginning in which it came into being,
no part of it would still be seen to be elevated above
the rest. The mountains would now all be quite
low, the hills all on a level with the plain, for with
the great rains pouring down from everlasting each
year, objects elevated to a height would naturally in
some cases have been broken off by winter storms,
in others would have subsided into a loose condition
and would all of them have been completely planed

loosely worded. The * first part”” may be either that the
surface of the world is uneven, or that they are deceived by
this unevenness. Taking the infinitive, they prove neither
of these, but that the unevenness shows that the world is
everlasting. Taking the indicative, Theophrastus states
their reason for holding this opinion, but the proof that it is
misleading is deferred till § 143.
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120 Kai iy 7 ye 0ddacoa, dacly, 400 peueiwrar.
4 > [ Ve ,8 z CP /8
pdprupes 8 ai wiowy eddoriuddTarar ‘Pddos Te
A ~ 2 A \ A Ay > 7z
ral Afdos abrar yap 70 pév madadv Ndavicuévar
rata Tis Oaddrrys édedvkegav émwdv{duevar,
V' 8’ 4 ,A z Y 4 k] ’AI
xpdvw & Jarepov élarTovuévms fpéua, kot SAiyov
3 7 4 € 4 %) 3~ 3
avioyovaar Siedpdvmoarv, s al mepl adTdv dva-
121 ypadeicor pnviovow ioropiat. Tiv 8¢ Afjlov kal
Avddmy' dvdpacar 8 dudorépwy dvopdTwy mi-
4 A ’ k) \ \ k4 -~
oToUpevoL TO Aeyduevov, émedn) yap dvadaveioa
3An éyévero, ddnlovuérn kal ddavns odoa T
mdAar. 280 wai Mvdapos émi Tijs Ardov ¢nal:
1 mss. ava'ypaqS-r]v (-ew)
2 80 . . . alwrrdpevos appears in the wmss. after dmofpdr-

7eofou at the end of § 122. It certainly is less appropriate
there. Both Bernays and Cumont however retain it there.
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down. As it is, the constant unevennesses and the 119
great multitude of mountains with their vast heights
soaring to heaven are indications that the earth is
not from everlasting. For in the course of infinite
time it would long ago as I have said @ have under the
rain-pour become an open, level road from end to
end. For it is a natural characteristic of water that
sometimes, particularly when it dashes down from
a great height, it drives everything out before it by
its force, sometimes by constant dripping it scoops
out and hollows and so completely undermines the
hardest and stoniest ground quite as much as a
digger would.

Again, they say, the sea is already diminished. 120
Witness the most famous of the islands, Rhodes and
Delos. For these in old times had disappeared,
sunk and submerged below the sea, but in the
course of time as the sea was slowly diminishing
they gradually emerged and became conspicuous, as
we read in the narratives written about them. Men 121
also gave the name of Anaphe to Delos,? using both
names to vouch for the fact here stated, because ¢ it
became apparent and visible, while in the past it
was unapparent and invisible, and so Pindar says

of Delos.

¢ Note the first person singular, an illustration of Philo’s
tendency to identify himself with the argument he is stating,
even though he disagrees with it. See on Quod Omn. Prob.
6 ff. It can hardly be that he is verbally reproducing
Theophrastus, for this is not what Theophrastus says but what
he says the Stoics say.

> Apparently a mistake. Delos and Anaphe are different
islands.

¢ The anacoluthic émedy) yap is read by all three editors
(though yép is omitted by some mss.). Cf. § 75.
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Tepov oToiyeiov dvadwbioeTar, Samavnbrioerar 8¢
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124 XXIV. Hpos 8¢ 71y 700 TpiTov kedadaiov kata-
axevny xpdvralt Adyw Tou@dder Plelperar mdvTws
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1 MsS. onuela Td.
2 Bernays ypfirac with some ms. authority. Cf. § 117.

¢ The idea is supposed to be that earth seems dark-blue to
the gods, as heaven seems to us, and that Delos shines like a
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Hail, island built by gods,

Thou scion best beloved by those

‘Whom lustrous-haired Latona bore,
Daughter of Ocean, marvel of broad earth,

‘Whose base no power can shake.
Delos we mortals name thee, but on high,
Where dwell the blessed ones, they call thee Star
Seen in the distance of the azure earth.®

By calling Delos the daughter of the sea he suggests
what has been said above. In addition to this they 122
point out that belonging to great tracts of sea there
are deep and great bays which have dried up and
turned into mainland and become a part of the
adjoining co’ntry, by no means barren but sown
and planted, yet have left in them some signs that
they once were sea—pebbles and shells and all
things of the same sort which are so often thrown
up upon the seashore. Now if the sea diminishes 123
the earth will diminish also and after many a long
cycle of years both elements will be utterly ex-
hausted. So, too, will the whole air be gradually
lessened and waste away and all things will be
drafted off into one single substance, namely, fire.

XXIV. To establish their third point they employ 124
an argument of this sort. Anything, the parts of
which are all perishable, necessarily perishes itself.
All the parts of the world are perishable, therefore,
the world itself is perishable.? This point which we 125
reserved for future argument ¢ must now be examined.
star in it. See Sandys’s note on Pindar, fr. 87 (Loeb transla-
tion). Asteria was another name of Delos.

b This argument is stated by Diog. Laert. vii. 141 in
almost the same words as here, but the reason given there for
believing that the parts are perishable is that they change

into each other.
¢ Or simply * assumed in this syllogism,” ¢f. § 56.
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Oévres éfavadobvrar;' 7i &, el pi) mpos dvépwy
purioito 10 18wp, dxlvmTov éabév ody B¢’ rjovyias
veroih'aL, perafdAder yodv kal 3vawbém'a1'ov 'yL'-
126 veTau, oia 1/1vx77v aénpnuévor Cwov ) e wiv aepos
¢00pa 'n'av'n T OfjAov: vooelv yap KaL ¢0wew Kal
Tpémov Twa dmobviokew médvkev. émei T( dv Tis
1) oTOX0Od[EVOS OvoudTwY eVmpemeias dAAG TAAY-
Oods elmor dowdv elvar mnv dépos Odvarov 76
olkelov mi@og avayéovros e’ﬂi $lopd mwdvrwy é'ca
127 ¢vxng pepolparar; 7L xpn paxpyyopely  mepl
TUPOS ; a’rpor/maav 'yo‘Lp avrika oﬂsvvvv-a:,, Xw)\ov,
[512] | 9§ daow of mowmral, 'ye'yovog ef éavrod* 810
aknpm'ré,uevov dplodirar kata v Tis dvadleions
128 SAns  poviy,® ééavadwleions & deavilerar. 70
mapamdijoov uévror kal Tovs kard Ty lvdukiw
dpdrovrds dact mwdoyew: dvépmovras yap émi Ta

1 wmss. ééavatvovrac.

2 Cumont reads xwdos "Heatoros . . . yeyovss é¢ abrod
Auds ornpintdpevos.  See App. p. 529. 3 Cumont vousjv.
¢ See on § 86.

® The lameness of Hephaestus (¢f. Il. xviii. 397) was inter-
preted by the allegorists as the inability of the earthly fire (in
contrast to the heavenly) to go on without the support of
fuel. See App. p. 529.

¢ This story, which is found also in Pliny and Aelian,
seems very inappropriate. The fire consumes the fuel and
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To begin with earth. What part of it, great or small,
is there which is not dissolved by the action of time ?
Do not the strongest stones become dank and decay
through the weakness of their cohesiveness, that
current of spirit force,® that bond which is not un-
breakable but merely difficult to loose ? They break
in pieces and first disintegrate into a stream of fine
dust and afterwards waste away till there is nothing
left of them. Again if water is not whipped by the
wind but left unmoved, does it not become like a
dead thing through its inactivity ? It certainly
changes and becomes very malodorous like an animal
bereft of its vital force.  As for the air, its destruction 126
is evident to everybody, for sickness and decay and
what may be called death is natural to it. How,
indeed, could anyone, who aimed at truth rather
than elegance of language, describe a pestilence save
as a death of the air which diffuses its own distemper
to destroy all things to which the life force has been
given? We need not spend many words on fire, for 127
when it has lost its sustenance it is extinguished at
once, in itself lame as the poets say.? While with a
support it stands erect because the kindled fuel is
still there ; when that is used up it is seen no more.
Much the same is said to happen with the snakes in 128
India.¢ They creep up to those hugest of animals,
then perishes. The snakes suck the blood and then perish
also ; but not because they can get no blood, though Philo
seems to suggest this by un«ér’ éyovres Tpodijy, but because
the fallen elephants stifle them. We may suppose that the
story interested him so much that he brought it in without
considering whether it really illustrated his point. Cumont
aptly quotes the account in De Ebr. 174 of the elk, which
camouflages its colours to illustrate the different impressions

which an object makes on different people, and the same may
be said of the polypus and chameleon in the same context.
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the elephants, and wind themselves round their
backs and the whole of their belly. Then making an
incision in a vein, as chance directs, they imbibe the
blood, sucking it in greedily with violent inhalations
and continuous hissing. For a timeé the elephants
hold out, leaping about in their helplessness, and
beating their sides with the trunk to try and reach
the snakes, then as their life-power is continually
being drained, they can leap no more but stand still
quivering. Soon afterwards when their legs have
lost all strength they drop down through lack of
blood and expire. But in their fall they involve the
authors of their death in the same fate. The way of
it is as follows : the snakes no longer getting their
nourishment try to loosen the bond which they have
drawn round their victims, as they now desire release,
but being squeezed and pressed down by the weight
of the elephants, most especially when the ground
happens to be hard and stony, they wriggle about
and do everything they can to free themselves but
are fettered by the force of the weight upon them.,
In their helpless straits, their manifold exertions
only exhaust them, and like people stoned to death
or caught by the sudden fall of a wall, unable even
to free their heads ¢ they are stifled and die. Now if
each part of the world suffers destruction, clearly the
world compacted from them will not be indestructible.

The fourth and last proposition must, they tell us,
be argued out as follows. If the world was ever-
lasting, the animals in it would be everlasting also,
and most especially the human race inasmuch as it
is superior to the rest. But man also is seen to be
of late origin by those who wish to scarch into the

¢ See App. p. 530.
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¢ Presumably some words followed showing that the arts
were invented by particular men who lived at one particular
time and not by the gods, as Hermes is said to have in-
vented the lyre and Hephaestus and Pallas artistic work (¢f.
Od. vi. 233). Bernays’ suggestion that no such passage ever
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facts of nature. For it is probable or rather neces-
sary that the existence of the arts should coincide
with that of man, that they are in fact coeval, not
only because system and method are natural to a
rational being but also because it is impossible to

live without them. Let us observe then the dates 131

of each of the arts, disregarding the myths palmed
off on the.gods by the play-wrights.2 . . . But if
man is not from everlasting, so neither is any other
living creature, therefore neither the regions which
have given them a habitat, earth and water and air.
This shows clearly that the world is destructible.

XXV. All this special pleading must be en- 132

countered lest any of the less proficient should
yield to its authority. And the refutation must
begin with that with which the sophistical speakers
also opened their delusive argument. ‘ The un-
evennesses of the earth would no longer exist if the
world was from everlasting.” Why so, my dear sirs ?
For others will come forward to say that trees and
mountains differ not in nature. The trees shed their
leaves at some seasons and then bloom again at
others. And so there is truth in the poet’s lines
which tell us that

Driven by the wind the leaves pour down to earth,
But others come when spring returns and brings
Fresh life into the forest.?

In the same way the mountains, too, have parts

broken off but others come as accretions. But the
accretions take long periods of time to become re-

appeared in this treatise and that though it was in his source

the author left it because the details were too much for him,

depreciates the * Compilator,” as he calls him, far too much.
o 11, vi. 147 f.

277

133



134

135

136

PHILO

\ A 2. kA /7 ’ ~ s ~
T pév 3évdpa drurépa xpupeva Tf ¢vcer GarTov
! b4 A k3 4 A t] b4

ratodapBavouévmy éer Tw émidoow, T 8 8py
Bpotau're'pov.,1 30 kal Tas e’KqSU'o'ecg adrdv alofyras
o7 ;m Xpovw /J.axpw yo?us elvar avyﬂeﬂnkev.
eou«un e TOV TpomOV TijS 'yevecrewg adTOV dyvoely,
émel kdv lows aldeclévres fovyacav. @bdvos &
sy ) ’ » s Ty ’ \ ’
oUdels dvadiddorew: €ori 8 olire véov To Aeyd-
L4 (N4 0, 4 ~ ’AA \ A A Y ~

pevov olire piuald Judv, dAAd. malad coddv
avdpdv, ofs 0Udév adiepevvnTov TdV €ls émoTiunY
dvayralwv damodédemTor. GTav TO KaTokerAel-
ouévov év i yij mupddes dvw T3 ToD TUpPds €lav-
vyrar Puowkf] Suvduer, mpos TOv oikelov TémOV
oTeixet, kdv Twos AdPnTar Bpayelas dvamvots, dvw
pév guvavaomd moAdiy Tis yeddouvs odolas, Somv
» ’ > b4 * 9 ’ 7 Vs
v ofov T€ 7, egw & émyevdpevov péperar Bpadv-
Tepov,® [§] kal ,u.expL modol ovumaperfeiv Pra-
obeica, mpos M?’)KLO‘TOV dpletoa Uipos, oTéAdeTar
KOPU(]SOU[.LEV’Y] Kal mpos ofecav dmoTeAevTd Kopudny
70 WUPOS ax"f”w. ;u,u,ovp,evn 'yc'veﬂu yap Tod
Kov¢>o7'a7'ov kal Bapurdrov TdTe, TOV quoec avTi-
mdAwv, dvaykaio ovppafdvrwy Siapdyn, mpds T
olkelav €xarépov yxdpav émevyouévov kal {mpos)
70 Pialduevov avrireivovros' T uév 87 mhp ovw-
avélkov yiy Omo Tob mepl adTny vevorTikod Ppifeww
dvaykdlerar, 7 8¢ yf kaTwTdTw Talavredovoa
T 10D TUPOs dvwdoitw cuvemedadpioleioa peré-
wpos éaiperar kal kpatnleloa pdkis vmd dvvarw-

1 wmss. Bpaydrepa.
2 Mss, ééw & émyevduevov ¢épeafar Ppaxvrepov. Cohn pro-
nounces émyevopevov to be corrupt, but does not suggest any
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cognizable, because as the process of growth in trees
is more rapid their advance is apprehended more
quickly, while in mountains that process is slower,
and, therefore, their after-growths become just per-
ceptible only after a long time. These people seem
to have no knowledge of the way in which mountains
come to be, otherwise they would probably have held
their tongues for shame. But we shall not grudge
giving them instruction, for the tale is nothing new,
nor are the words ours, but old-time sayings of wise
men, who left nothing uninvestigated that was
necessary for knowledge. When the fiery element
enclosed in the earth is driven upward by the natural
force of fire, it travels towards its proper place, and
if it gets a little breathing space, it pulls up with it
a large quantity of earthy stuff, as much as it can,
but with this outside and on it it moves more slowly.
This earthy substance forced to travel with it for a
long distance, rises to a great height and contracts
and tapers, and passes finally into a pointed peak
with the shape of fire for its pattern. For there is
necessarily then a conflict when the natural anta-
gonists, the heaviest and the lightest, clash. Each
presses on to its proper location and resists the force
applied by the other. The fire which is dragging the
earth with it is necessarily weighted by the counter-
pull which the earth exerts upon it, while the earth
though gravitating ever downwards lightened by the
upward tendency of the fire rises aloft, and, com-
pelled at last to yield to the stronger power which

emendation ; nor does Cumont, who also retains it. Bernays
1 & éwlev émyevopévy. The translation I have given sup-
poses émyevouérns (sc. odolas) and 4 or % 8¢ for the 7 ex-
punged by Cohn.
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1 So mss., to which I can see no objection. Cohr and

Cumont «dviorara.
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¢ Bernays calls attention to the difference between the
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buoys it up, is pushed up into the seat of fire and
takes its stand there. Why should we wonder then
that the mountains are not destroyed by the on-
rush of the rain,* since the power which holds them
together, which also makes them rise as they do,
embraces them so firmly and stoutly ? I'or if the
bond which held them together were loosened, they
might naturally be dissolved and dispersed by the
water. As it is, kept tight by the force of fire they
hold their own and show themselves weather-proof
in face of the onrush of the rains. XXVI. This
is what we have to say to show that the unevennesses
of the earth are no proof that the world is created
and will be destroyed.

To the proof which they attempt to draw from
the diminution of the sea, the following answer may
justly be given. Do not perpetually fix your eyes
merely on the islands which have emerged or any
segments which were submerged long ago and in the
course of time have been rejoined to the mainland.
For contentiousness is a foe to the nature study
which holds the investigation of truth to be pro-
foundly desirable. Busy yourselves also with the
converse of this, namely, all the parts of the main-
land, not only on the sea-coast but in the centre,
which have been swallowed up, and all the dry land
which has been turned into sea and is the sailing
ground of ships of considerable tonnage. Do you
not know the celebrated story of the sacred Sicilian

theory here stated to account for the permanence of moun-
tains from that in § 132. Philo might reply that the two
reasons though different are not inconsistent. The fire
prevents them from being destroyed just as the trunk stands
when the leaves go, but does not prevent the breaking-off of
pieces, which are replaced by new accretions.
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straits ? In old days Sicily joined on to the mainland
of Italy but under the assault on either side of great
seas driven by violent winds from opposite directions,
the land between them was inundated and broken up
and at its side a city was founded, whose name of
Rhegium records what happened to it. The result
was the opposite of what one would have expected.
The seas which were hitherto divided joined together
through their confluence, while the land once united
was divided by the intervening straits, by which
Sicily, which had been mainland, was forced to be-
come an island.® Many other cities also are stated 140
to have been swallowed up and to have disappeared
overwhelmed by the sea. And so too in Peloponnese
they say that the three,

Aegira, Bura, lofty Heliceia,
Whose walls would soon be clad with thick sea-moss,?

which were most flourishing in old times were in-
undated by a great inroad of the sea. And the 141
island of Atlantis * greater than Libya and Asia put
together,” as Plato says in the Timaeus, ““ in a single
day and night through extraordinary earthquakes and
floods sank below the sea and suddenly disappeared,”
turning into a sea which was not navigable but full

Strabo’s notice, vi. 6, shows that it was also mentioned by
Aeschylus, from whom he quotes the line d¢’ of 8% ‘Pryov
KikdjoxeTat.

® The source of these lines is unknown. In themselves
they do not imply the submersion of any except Heliceia, and
nothing is said elsewhere of that of Aegira. Bura (Buris)
and Heliceia (Helice) are mentioned as submerged by later
writers, including Seneca (NVat. Quaest. vi. 23. 4 and vii. 5. 3),
where he gives Callisthenes as his authority, as well as an
unknown treatise of Aristotle.



PHILO

142 wAwTdy, dAXG PBapalpddes. o008y odv els 76 Plei-
) ’ € ~ ~ 7 7
peafor Tov kdopov 1) mAaocleloa T@ Adyw pelwois
~ ’ " ’ \ 2 \ >
7hs GaddrTns ovvepyei* daiverar yap dv pév é¢-
~ \ k] k) ’ 9 ~ \ M
avaywpoioa, Ta & émxAvlovoa. éxpiv 3¢ uy
Odrepov TGy ywouévwy dAda cvvdpdw Gewpoivras
2 4 3 \ 3 ~ \ 7 > /4
émpivew, émel kav Tols mepl Blov dudiofyripaow
[615] | 6 vouipos dukaoris, mplv [mapa) T@v Avridikwy
drobioat, yvduny odk dmodaveitar.
143 XXVIL Kai pyv o 7pitros Adyos €€ éavrod
SieAéyyerar, pn Sypds épwrnlels dmd Ths €dfds
2. k] ~ 7 3 A 4 ko 4 \
év dpxfi ddoews. od yap Sjmovlev o wdvra To.
népn Plelperar Plaprdy éoTw éxeivo, AN’ oD
7 M 7 ¢ 2 3 k4 ~ A3 3 ’
mdvra Ta pépn dua kai v Tadrd (kal) dfpda
KaTd TOV adTOV Xpdvov, émel kai dkpov dmokomels
4 ~ k] A b by ) I3
Tis Sdrervdov Ly 0d kexdAvrar, €l 8¢ Ty kowwviay
TOV pepdv kal weddv mioav, adrika Tedevrijoel.
144 TOov adTov odv Tpdmov, €l pév ovAAiBdny dmaé-
4 \ ~ L &d o4 A 3 4
dmavra To oTouxela U éva kawpov Wpavilero,
4 3. /4 A} ’ M 2 >
ddorew évdéyeclar Tov kdoouov ¢lopav fy dvay-

~ 3 4 14 N7 ) 1 ~ I3
ratov: el & éxaorov 8ig mpos TRV 7o yelrTovos

o Taken partly verbatim from Timaeus 24 E and 25 c-p.
The meaning of Bapabfpisdns is doubtful. Philo is para-
phrasing Plato’s dmopov xai ddiepedvyrov . . . mlod rdpra
Bpaxéos (v.l. Babéos) éumodwv Gvros, dv 4 vicos ilouévn map-
éoxero. L. & S. (revised) give (for this passage) *‘ danger-
ous.” Bernays has *‘ mit Untiefen besiete Wasserfliche.”
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of abysses.® So then the fiction which they propound 142
that the sea is diminished contributes nothing to
show that the world is destroyed, for it is clear that
the sea withdraws from some places and inundates
others. And judgement should not be given on
observation of one of the phenomena but of both
together, just as also in the disputes of ordinary
life the law-abiding judge will not declare his decision
until he has heard both litigants.

XXVII. Further, their third argument stands self- 143
convicted as an unsound proposition ? from the very
terms of the enunciation with which it begins. For
the truth surely is not that a thing is destructible if
all its parts are destroyed, but if all its parts are
destroyed together and simultaneously, just as one
who has had the tip of his finger cut away is not
prevented from living, but if the whole system of
his parts and limbs is cut away, he will die at once.

In the same way, if the elements one and all were 144
put out of existence at one and the same time, it
would be necessary to admit that the world is liable
to destruction. But if each of them separately is

Dr. Rouse suggests that he may mean hidden reefs, which he
thinks of as sunken ravines. Stephanus quoting this passage
says * fortasse coenosus,” and cites De Agr. 144 Oorep®d 8¢ kai
ﬁapa&paﬁ&ec Biw. There Mangey’s correction to BopBopdide
as been generally accepted. Is it possible that the same

correction should be made here ?
> This use of épwrdw ="**to state a proposition or syllogism
not in the form of a question,” is described as a late usage by
L. & S. (revised), who cite Galen v. 327. Stephanus speaks
of it as a known usage, but after giving some examples of
ouvepwrdw, gives one example of the simple verb, Sext. Emp.
Pyrrh. iii. 13 of xara 75 dmodeifews Npwrnuévor Adyor. Our
passage seems to be a clear example, and c¢f. Quod Omn.
Prob. 53, though that may only apply to the question asked

by Zeno. See also App. p. 530.
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¢ See on § 30. The citation of these three lines for the
third time must be regarded as a piece of careless composition.

® With this sentence begins the answer to the fourth argu-
ment. Itis abruptly introduced and very imperfectly carried
through. The fourth argument was (1) that as men could
not exist without the arts and the arts are known to have
been invented by definite persons at definite times, man
could not have existed from everlasting and therefore (2)
neither the inferior animals, (8) nor their habitats. The
answer to the first point is given at length and it might be
said that, with the refutation of this, that of the second and
third follows at once, but we should have expected Philo to
indicate it.

¢ Cf. Plato, Phaedo 96 A oodiav, fjv &7 kadoior wepi ¢voews
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changed into the nature of its neighbour, it is not
destroyed but rather rendered immortal, as says the
tragic poet philosophizing

Nothing that is born can die,

Hither and thither its parts disperse
And take another form.®

Finally it is the height of folly to take the arts as 145
the standard of measurement for mankind.? Anyone
who follows this topsy-turvey line of reasoning will
make out that the world is quite new, framed hardly
a thousand years ago, since those who tradition tells
us were the inventors of the sciences do not go back
farther than that number of years. And if they must 148
say that the arts are coeval with the human race,
they must do so not carelessly and perfunctorily but
with the aid of natural history. And what does
natural history tell us?¢ Destructions of things on
earth, destructions not of all at once but of a very
large number, are attributed by it to two principal
causes, to tremendous onslaughts of fire and water.
These two visitations, we are told, descend in turns
after very long cycles of years. When the agent is 147

{oropiav. The phrase covers both the research as here and the
result obtained as in the next sentence.

4 The substance of the next four sections is drawn from
Plato, Laws iii. 676, 677, and Timaeus 22 a f. In the former
we have the periodical destruction of mankind by deluge and
other causes, and the consequent extinction of the arts, and
also the remark that the traditional discoveries of the arts
as we have them go back at most to a thousand or two
thousand years. In the Timaeus nothing is said about the
arts (though it is noted that the records and traditions of a
nation perish in the destruction), but we have a more specific
account of the destruction by fire and deluge, and the different
ways in which the two affect the inhabitants of the highlands
and the lowlands. See also App. p. 530.
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 147-149

the conflagration, a stream of heaven-sent fire pours
out from above and spreads over many places and
over-runs great regions of the inhabited earth. When
it is the deluge, it sweeps along in every form which
water takes. The rivers, either spring fed or winter
torrents, not only flow with a full volume but exceed
the usual level to which they rise and either break
down their banks by force or over-leap them mount-
ing to a very great height. Then streaming over
they are diffused into the adjoining lowland, which
is at first divided into great lakes as the water always
subsides into the deeper hollows, then again as it
flows on and submerges the intervening isthmuses
which divide the lakes, making many into one, is
converted into a great expanse of boundless sea.
Through these contending powers the inhabitants of 148
contrasted regions have perished alternately. Fire
is fatal to the dwellers in the mountains and hills
and places ill-supplied with water, as they do not
possess the abundance of water which is the natural
instrument of defence against fire. Water, on the
other hand, destroys those who live near rivers, or
lakes, or the sea, for it is a way that evils have, that
those who live close to them are the first if not the
only ones to feel their power. Since the chief part 149
of mankind perish in the way here mentioned apart
from numberless minor ways® the arts, too, neces-
sarily fail. Seience in itself is lost to sight, without
someone to put it in practice. But when the epi-
demics of evil have abated and from those who have
not fallen victims to their overwhelming terrors a
new race begins to bloom again and grow, the arts
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THE ETERNITY OF THE WORLD, 149-150

also, which are not then born for the first time but
have sunk into insignificance through the diminution
of persons possessing them, establish themselves once
more.

We have described to the best of our abilities the 150
arguments transmitted to us to maintain the inde-
structibility of the world. In what follows we have
to expound the answers given in opposition to each
point.®

¢ See Introduction, p. 177 note a.
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