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ON THE LIFE OF MOSES, BOOK I

I. I purpose to write the life of Moses, whom some 1
describe as the legislator of the Jews, others as the
interpreter of the Holy Laws. I hope to bring the
story of this greatest and most perfect of men to
the knowledge of such as deserve not to remain in
ignorance of it; for, while the fame of the laws 2
which he left behind him has travelled throughout
the civilized world and reached the ends of the earth,
the man himself as he really was is known to few.
Greek men of letters have refused to treat him as
worthy of memory, possibly through envy, and also
because in many cases the ordinances of the legis-
lators of the different states are opposed to his. Most 3
of these authors have abused the powers which edu-
cation gave them, by composing in verse or prose
comedies and pieces of voluptuous licence, to their
widespread disgrace, when they should have used
their natural gifts to the full on the lessons taught
by good men and their lives. In this way they might
have ensured that nothing of excellence, old or new,
should be consigned to oblivion and to the extinc-
tion of the light which it could give, and also save
themselves from seeming to neglect the better
themes and prefer others unworthy of attention, in
which all their efforts to express bad matter in good
language served to confer distinction on shameful
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MOSES I. 4-8

subjects. But I will disregard their malice, and tell 4
the story of Moses as I have learned it, both from
the sacred books, the wonderful monuments of his
wisdom which he has left behind him, and from some
of the elders of the nation; for I always interwove
what I was told with what I read, and thus believed
myself to have a closer knowledge than others of
his life’s history.

II. @I will begin with what is necessarily the right 5
place to begin. Moses was by race a Chaldean,
but was born and reared in Egypt, as his ancestors
had migrated thither to seek food with their whole
households, in consequence of the long famine under
which Babylon and the neighbouring populations
were suffering. Egypt is a land rich in plains, with
deep soil, and very productive of all that human
nature needs, and particularly of corn. For the river 6
of this country, in the height of summer, when other
streams, whether winter torrents or spring-fed, are
said to dwindle, rises and overflows, and its flood
makes a lake of the fields which need no rain but
every year bear a plentiful crop of good produce
of every kind, if not prevented by some visitation
of the wrath of God to punish the prevailing im-
piety of the inhabitants. He had for his father and 7
mother the best of their contemporaries, members
of the same tribe, though with them mutual affec-
tion was a stronger tie than family connexions. He
was seventh in descent from the first settler, who
became the founder of the whole Jewish nation.?
III. He was brought up as a prince, a promotion 8
due to the following cause. As the nation of the

* See Ex. vi. 16 ff., where Moses is given as fifth from Jacob
and therefore seventh from Abraham.
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MOSES 1. 8-11

newcomers was constantly growing more numerous,
the king of the country, fearing that the settlers,
thus increasing, might shew their superiority by con-
testing the chief power with the original inhabit-
ants, contrived a most iniquitous scheme to deprive
them of their strength. He gave orders to rear the
female infants, since her natural weakness makes
a woman inactive in war, but to put the males to
death, to prevent their number increasing through-
out the cities; for a flourishing male population
is a coign of vantage to an aggressor which cannot
easily be taken or destroyed. Now, the child from 9
his birth had an appearance of more than ordinary
goodliness,? so that his parents as long as they could
actually set at nought the proclamations of the des-
pot. In fact we are told that, unknown to all but
few, he was kept at home and fed from his mother’s
breast for three successive months. But, since. as is 10
often the case under a monarch, there were persons
prying into holes and corners, ever eager to carry
some new report to the king, his parents in their
fear that their efforts to save one would but cause
a larger number, namely themselves, to perish with
him, exposed him with tears on the banks of the
river, and departed groaning. They pitied them-
selves being forced, as they said in their self-re-
proach, to be the murderers of their own child, and
they pitied him too, left to perish in this unnatural
way. Then, as was natural in so strangely cruel a 11
situation, they began to accuse themselves of having
made bad worse. “ Why did we not cast him away,”
they said, ““ directly he was born? The child who
has not survived to enjoy a kind nurture is not usu-
ally reckoned as a human being. But we meddlers
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8 See App. p. 603.
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MOSES I. 11-15

actually nurtured him for three whole months, thus
procuring more abundant affliction for ourselves and
torture for him, only that when he was fully capable
of feeling pleasure and pain he should perish con-
scious of the increased misery of his sufferings.” @
IV. While they departed ignorant of the future,
overcome by grief and sorrow, the sister of the infant
castaway, a girl still unmarried, moved by family
affection, remained at a little distance, waiting to
see what would happen, all this being brought about,
in my opinion, by the providence of God watching
over the child. The king of the country had but
one cherished daughter, who, we are told, had been
married for a considerable time but had never con-
ceived a child, though she naturally desired one,
particularly of the male sex, to succeed to the magni-
ficent inheritance of her father’s kingdom, which
threatened to go to strangers if his daughter gave
him no grandson.? Depressed and loud in lamenta-
tion she always was, but on this particular day she
broke down under the weight of cares ; and, though
her custom was to remain at home and never even
cross the threshold, she set off with her maids to the
river, where the child was exposed. Then, as she was
preparing tomake her ablutions in the purifying water,
she saw him lying where the marshland growth was
thickest, and bade him be brought to her. There-
upon, surveying him from head to foot, she approved
of his beauty and fine condition, and seeing him
weeping took pity on him, for her heart was now
moved to feel for him as a mother for her own child.

that Moses was heir presumptive to the throne, are additions
to Exodus also either given or implied by Josephus, who adds
much other legendary matter, Ant. ii. 232 ff.
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MOSES I. 15-20

And, recognizing that he belonged to the Hebrews,
who were intimidated by the king’s orders, she
considered how to have him nursed, for at present
it was not safe to take him to the palace. While 18
she was still thus debating, the child’s sister, who
guessed her difficulty, ran up from where she stood
like a scout, and asked whether she would like to
take for his foster-mother a Hebrew woman who had
lately been with child. When the princess agreed, 17
she brought her own and the babe’s mother in the
guise of a stranger, who readily and gladly promised
to nurse him, ostensibly for wages. Thus, by God’s
disposing, it was provided that the child’s first
nursing should come from the natural source. Since
he had been taken up from the water, the princess
gave him a name derived from this,* and called him
Moses, for Miu is the Egyptian word for water.

V. As he grew and thrived without a break, and 18
was weaned at an earlier date than they had reckoned,
his mother and nurse in one brought him to her from
whom she had received him, since he had ceased to
need an infant’s milk. He was noble and goodly to
* look upon ; and the princess, seeing him so advanced 19
beyond his age, conceived for him an even greater
fondness than before, and took him for her son,
having at an earlier time artificially enlarged the
figure of her womb to make him pass as her real and
not a supposititious child. God makes all that He
wills easy, however difficult be the accomplishment.
So now he received as his right the nurture and 20
service due to a prince. Yet he did not bear himself

4 ¢riuws as regularly in Philo used with reference to the
“etymology ” of the word, see note on De Conf. 137. So
again § 130 below.
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¢ Josephus on the other hand makes him shew his superi-
ority in his games, 4nt. ii. 230.

b See App. p. 603.

¢ Philo may have "derived this from his own knowledge of
the scope of education in Egypt in the present and past, but
perhaps also from Plato, fa1vs 656 », 799 A, 819 A, where
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MOSES 1. 20-23

like the mere infant that he was, nor delight in fun
and laughter and sport, though those who had the
charge of him did not grudge him relaxation or shew
him any strictness ;* but with a modest and serious
bearing he applied himself to hearing and seeing
what was sure to profit the soul. Teachers at once 21
arrived from different parts, some unbidden from the
neighbouring countries and the provinces of Egypt,
others summoned from Greece under promise of
high reward. But in a short time he advanced
beyond their capacities; his gifted nature fore-
stalled their instruction, so that his seemed a case
rather of recollection than of learning, and indeed
he himself devised and propounded problems which
they could not easily solve. For great natures carve 22
out much that is new in the way of knowledge ; and,
just as bodies, robust and agile in every part, free
their trainers from care, and receive little or none of
their usual attention, and in the same way well-
grown and naturally healthy trees, which improve
of themselves, give the husbandmen no trouble, so
the gifted soul takes the lead in meeting the lessons
given by itself rather than the teacher and is profited
thereby, and as soon as it has a grasp of some of the
first principles of knowledge presses forward like the
horse to the meadow,” as the proverb goes. Arith- 23
metic, geometry, the lore of metre, rhythm and
harmony, and the whole subject of music as shown
by the use of instruments or in textbooks and
treatises of a more special character, were imparted
to him by learned Egyptians.® These further in-
mathematics, music, and dancing are said to be the subjects
most stressed by Egyptians. Cf., as a summary of all that is
said here, Acts vii. 22 *‘ he was instructed in all the wisdom
of the Egyptians.”
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@ This would normally be grammar or literature, rhetoric,
logic and perhaps astronomy as distinguished from astrology.
See De Cong. 11 and note; also De Som. i. 205 and note, with
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MOSES 1. 23-26

structed him in the philosophy conveyed in symbols,
as displayed in the so-called holy inscriptions and
in the regard paid to animals, to which they even
pay divine honours. He had Greeks to teach him
the rest of the regular school course,® and the in-
habitants of the neighbouring countries for Assyrian
letters? and the Chaldean science of the heavenly
+bodies. This he also acquired from Egyptians,® who 24
give special attention to astrology. And, when he
had mastered the lore of both nations, both where
they agree and where they differ, he eschewed all
strife and contention and sought only for truth. His
mind was incapable of accepting any falsehood, as is
the way with the sectarians, who defend the doctrines
they have propounded, whatever they may be, with-
out examining whether they can stand serutiny, and
thus put themselves on a par with hired advocates
who have no thought nor care for justice.

VI. When he was now passing beyond the term of 25
boyhood, his good sense became more active. He
did not, as some, allow the lusts of adolescence
to go unbridled, though the abundant resources
which palaces provide supply numberless incentives
to foster their flame. But he kept a tight hold on
them with the reins, as it were, of temperance and
self-control, and forcibly pulled them back from their
forward course. And each of the other passions, 26
which rage so furiously if left to themselves, he tamed
and assuaged and reduced to mildness ; and if they
did but gently stir or flutter he provided for them
heavier chastisement than any rebuke of words

b See App. p. 603.
¢ This seems to suggest that in Philo’s time astrology, as
taught on Chaldaean (i.e. the generally acce}gted) principles,
differed somewhat from the form current in Egypt.
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MOSES I. 26-30
L}
could give; and in general he watched the first
directions and impulses of the soul as one would a
restive horse, in fear lest they should run away with
the reason which ought to rein them in, and thus
cause universal chaos. For it is these impulses which
cause both good and bad—good when they obey
the guidance of reason, bad when they turn from
their regular course into anarchy. Naturally, there- 27
fore, his associates and everyone else, struck with
amazement at what they felt was a novel spectacle,
considered earnestly what the mind which dwelt
in his body like an image in its shrine could be,
whether it was human or divine or a mixture of both,
so utterly unlike was it to the majority, soaring above
them and exalted to a grander height. For on his 28
belly he bestowed no more than the necessary
tributes which nature has appointed, and as for the
pleasures that have their seat below, save for the
lawful begetting of children, they passed altogether
even out of his memory. And, in his desire to live 29
to the soul alone and not to the body, he made a
special practice of frugal contentment, and had an
unparalleled scorn for a life of luxury. He ex-
emplified his philosophical creed by his daily actions.
His words expressed his feelings, and his actions ac-
corded with his words, so that speech and life were
in harmony, and thus through their mutual agree-
ment were found to make melody together as on
a musical intrument. Now, most men, 30
if they feel a breath of prosperity ever so small upon
them, make much ado of puffing and blowing, and
boast themselves as bigger than meaner men, and
miscall them offscourings and nuisances and cum-
berers of the earth and other suchlike names, as if
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MOSES 1. 30-33

they themselves had the permanence of their pros-
perity securely sealed in their possession, though
even the morrow may find them no longer where
they are. For nothing is more unstable than Fortune, 31
who moves human affairs up and down on the
draughtboard of life, and in a single day pulls down
the lofty and exalts the lowly on high;¢ and though
they see and know full well that this is always
happening, they nevertheless look down on their
relations and friends and set at naught the laws
under which they were born and bred, and subvert
the ancestral customs to which no blame can justly
attach, by adopting different modes of life, and, in
their contentment with the present, lose all memory
of the past. VII. But Moses, having 32
reached the very pinnacle of human prosperity, re-
garded as the son of the king’s daughter, and in
general expectation almost the successor to his grand-
father’s sovereignty, and indeed regularly called the
young king, was zealous for the discipline and culture
of his kinsmen and ancestors. The good fortune of
his adopters, he held, was a spurious one, even though
the circumstances gave it greater lustre ; that of his
natural parents, though less distinguished for the
nonce, was at any rate his own and genuine ; and so, 33
estimating the claims of his real and his adopted
parents like an impartial judge, he requited the
former with good feeling and profound affection, the
latter with gratitude for their kind treatment of
him. And he would have continued to do so through-
out had he not found the king adopting in the
country a new and highly impious course of action.
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MOSES 1. 34-38

8 The Jews, as I have said before, were 34
strangers, since famine had driven the founders of
the nation, through lack of food, to migrate to Egypt
from Babylon and the inland satrapies. They were,
in a sense, suppliants, who had found a sanctuary
in the pledged faith of the king and the pity felt
for them by the inhabitants. For strangers, in my 35
judgement, must be regarded as suppliants of those
who receive them, and not only suppliants but
settlers and friends who are anxious to obtain equal
rights with the burgesses and are near to being
citizens because they differ little from the original
inhabitants. So, then, these strangers, who had left 36
their own country and come to Egypt hoping to live
there in safety as in a second fatherland, were made
slaves by the ruler of the country and reduced to the
condition of captives taken by the custom of war,
or persons purchased from the masters in whose
household they had been bred. And in thus making
serfs of men who were not only free but guests,
suppliants and settlers, he showed no shame or fear
of the God of liberty and hospitality and of justice
to guests and suppliants, Who watches over such as
these. Then he laid commands upon them, severe 37
beyond their capacity, and added labour to labour ;
and, when they failed through weakness, the iron
hand was upon them ; for he chose as superintendents
of the works men of the most cruel and savage
temper who showed no mercy to anyone, men whose
name of “ task-pursuer” well described the facts.
Some of the workers wrought clay into brick, while 3g
others fetched from every quarter straw which served

a situation. From §§ 34-59 we have an amplification of Ex.
ii. 14 end.
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MOSES 1. 38-41

to bind the brick. Others were appointed to build
houses and walls and cities or to cut canals. They
carried the materials themselves day and night, with
no shifts to relieve them, no period of rest, not even
suffered just to sleep for a bit and then resume their
work. In fact, they were compelled to do all the
work, both of the artisan and his assistants, so that
in a short time loss of heart was followed necessarily
by bodily exhaustion. This was shown by the way 39
in which they died one after the other, as though
they were the victims of a pestilence, to be flung
unburied outside the borders by their masters, who
did not allow the survivors even to collect dust to
throw upon the corpses or even to shed tears for
their kinsfolk or friends thus pitifully done to death.
And, though nature has given to the untrammelled
feelings of the soul a liberty which she has denied
to almost everything else, they impiously threatened
to exert their despotism over these also and sup-
pressed them with the intolerable weight of a con-
straint more powerful than nature.

VIII. All this continued to depress and anger 40
Moses, who had no power either to punish those
who did the wrong or help those who suffered it.
What he could he did. He assisted with his words,
exhorting the overseers to show clemency and relax
and alleviate the stringency of their orders, and the
workers to bear their present condition bravely, to
display a manly spirit and not let their souls share the
weariness of their bodies, but look for good to take
the place of evil. All things in the world, he told 41
them, change to their opposites : clouds to open sky,
violent winds to tranquil weather, stormy seas to
calm and peaceful, and human affairs still more so,
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MOSES 1. 42-46

even as they are more unstable. With such soothing 42
words, like a good physician, he thought to relieve
the sickness of their plight, terrible as it was. But,
when it abated, it did but turn and make a fresh
attack and gather from the breathing-space some
new misery more powerful than its predecessors.
For some of the overseers were exceedingly harsh 43
and ferocious, in savageness differing nothing from
venomous and carnivorous animals, wild beasts in
human shape who assumed in outward form the
semblance of civilized beings only to beguile and
catch their prey, in reality more unyielding than iron
or adamant. One of these, the cruellest of all, was 44
killed by Moses, because he not only made no con-
cession but was rendered harsher than ever by his
exhortations, beating those who did not execute his

" orders with breathless promptness, persecuting them
to the point of death and subjecting them to every
outrage. Moses considered that his action in killing
him was a righteous action. And righteous it was
that one who only lived to destroy men should
himself be destroyed.

When the king heard this, he was very indignant. 45
What he felt so strongly was not that one man
had been killed by another whether justly or un-
justly, but that his own daughter’s son did not
think with him, and had not considered the king’s
friends and enemies to be his own friends and
enemies, but hated those of whom he was fond, and
loved those whom he rejected, and pitied those to
whom he was relentless and inexorable. IX. When 46
those in authority who suspected the youth’s in-
tentions, knowing that he would remember their
wicked actions against them and take vengeance
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MOSES I. 46-48

when the opportunity came, had thus once got a
handle, they poured malicious suggestions by the
thousand from every side into the open ears of his
grandfather, so as to instil the fear that his sove-
reignty might be taken from him. ‘ He will attack
you,” they said, ‘ he is highly ambitious. He is
always busy with some further project. He is eager
to get the kingship before the time comes. He
flatters some, threatens others, slays without trial
and treats as outcasts those who are most loyal
to you. Why do you hesitate, instead of cutting
short his projected undertakings ? The aggressor is
greatly served by delay on the part of his proposed
victim.”

While such talk was in circulation, Moses retired
into the neighbouring country of Arabia, where it was
safe for him to stay, at the same time beseeching God
to save the oppressed from their helpless, miserable
plight, and to punish as they deserved the oppressors
who, had left no form of maltreatment untried, and
to double the gift by granting to himself that he
should see both these accomplished. God, in high
approval of his spirit, which loved the good and
hated evil, listened to his prayers, and very shortly
judged the land and its doings as became His nature.
But, while the divine judgement was still waiting,
Moses was carrying out the exercises of virtue with an
admirable trainer, the reason within him, under whose
discipline he laboured to fit himself for life in its
highest forms, the theoretical and the practical. He
was ever opening the scroll of philosophical doctrines,
digested them inwardly with quick understand-
ing, committed them to memory never to be for-
gotten, and straightway brought his personal conduct,
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MOSES 1. 48-52

praiseworthy in all respects, into conformity with
them ; for he desired truth rather than seeming, be-
cause the one mark he set before him was nature’s
right reason, the sole source and fountain of virtues.
Now, any other who was fleeing from 49
the king’s relentless wrath, and had just arrived for
the first time in a foreign land, who had not yet be-
come familiar with the customs of the nativesnor gained
exact knowledge of what pleases or offends them,
might well have been eager to keep quiet and live
in obscurity unnoticed by the multitude ; or else he
might have wished to come forward in public, and by
obsequious persistence court the favour of men of
highest authority and power, if none others, men who
might be expected to give help and succour should
some come and attempt to carry him off by force.
But the path which he took was the opposite of what 50
we should expect. He followed the wholesome im-
pulses of his soul, and suffered none of them to be
brought to the ground. And, therefore, at times he
showed a gallant temper beyond his fund of strength,
for he regarded justice as strength invincible, which
urged him on his self-appointed task to champion the
weaker. <
X. I will describe an action of his at this time, 51
which, though it may seem a petty matter, argues a
spirit of no petty kind. The Arabs are breeders of
cattle, and they employ for tending them not only
men but women, youths and maidens alike, and
not only those of insignificant and humble families
but those of the highest position. Seven maidens, 52
daughters of the priest, had come to a well, and, after
attaching the buckets to the ropes, drew water, taking
turns with each to share the labour equally. They
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MOSES 1. 52-58

had with great industry filled the troughs which lay
near, when some other shepherds appeared on the 53
spot who, disdaining the weakness of the girls, tried
to drive them and their flock away, and proceeded to
bring their own animals to the place where the water
lay ready, and thus appropriate the labours of others.
But Moses, who was not far off, seeing what had hap- 54
pened, quickly ran up and, standing near by, said :
*“ Stop this injustice. You think you can take ad-
vantage of the loneliness of the place. Are you not
ashamed to let your .arms and elbows live an idle life ?
You are masses of long hair and lumps of flesh, not
men. The girls are working like youths, and shirk
none of their duties, while you young men go daintily
like girls. Away with you: give place to those who 55
were here before you, to whom the water belongs.
Properly, you should have drawn for them, to make
the supply more abundant ; instead, you are all agog
to take from them what they have provided. Nay,
by the heavenly eye of justice, you shall not take it ;
for that eye sees even what is done in the greatest
solitude. In me at least it has appointed a champion 56
whom you did not expect, for I fight to succour these
injured maidens, allied to a mighty arm which the
rapacious may not see, but you shall feel its invisible
power to wound if you do not change your ways.” As 57
he proceeded thus, they were seized with fear that
they were listening to some oracular utterance, for as
he spoke he grew inspired and was transfigured into
a prophet. They became submissive, and led the
maidens’ flock to the troughs, after removing their
own. XL The girls went home in high 58
glee, and told the story of the unexpected event to
their father, who thence conceived a strong desire to
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MOSES 1. 58-60

see the stranger, which he showed by censuring them
for their ingratitude. ‘ What possessed you,” he
said, * to let him depart ? You should have brought
him straight along, and pressed him if he showed
reluctance. Did you ever have to charge me with
unsociable ways ? Do you not expect that you may
again fall in with those who would wrong you?
Those who forget kindness are sure to lack defenders.
Still, your error is not yet past cure. Run back with
all speed, and invite him to receive from me first
the entertainment due to him as a stranger, secondly
some requital of the favour which we owe to him.”
They hurried back and found him not far from the 59
well, and, after explaining their father’s message,
persuaded him to come home with them. Their
father was at once struck with admiration of his face,
and soon afterwards of his disposition, for great
natures are transparent and need no length of time
to be recognized. Accordingly, he gave him the
fairest of his daughters in marriage, and, by that one
action, attested all his noble qualities, and showed
that excellence standing alone deserves our love, and
needs no commendation from aught else, but carries
within itself the tokens by which it is known.

After the marriage, Moses took charge of the 60
sheep and tended them, thus receiving his first lesson
in command of others ; for the shepherd’s business
is a training-ground and a preliminary exercise in
kingship for one who is destined to command the herd
of mankind, the most civilized of herds, just as also
hunting is for warlike natures, since those who are
trained to generalship practise themselves first in the
chase.® And thus unreasoning animals are made to
subserve as material wherewith to gain practice in
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MOSES 1. 60-64

government in the emergencies of both peace and
war; for the chase of wild animals is a drilling- ¢;
ground for the general in fighting the enemy, and the
care and supervision of tame animals is a schooling
for the king in dealing with his subjects, and there-
fore kings are called ““shepherds of their people,”
not as a term of reproach but as the highest honour.
And my opinion, based not on the opinions of the go
multitude but on my own inquiry into the truth of
the matter, is that the only perfect king (let him
laugh who will) is one who is skilled in the knowledge
of shepherding, one who has been trained by manage-
ment of the inferior creatures to manage the superior.
For initiation in the lesser mysteries must precede
initiation in the greater.®

XII. ®To return to Moses, he became more skilled 63
than any of his time in managing flocks and providing
what tended to the benefit of his charges. His
capacity was due to his never shirking any duty, but
showing an eager and unprompted zeal wherever it
was needed, and maintaining a pure and guileless
honesty in the conduct of his office. Consequently 64
the flocks increased under him, and this roused
the envy of the other graziers, who did not see
anything of the sort happening in their own flocks.
In their case it was felt to be a piece of luck if
they remained as they had been, but with the flocks
of Moses any failure to make daily improvement was
a set-back, so great was the progress regularly made,
both in fine quality, throughincreased fatness and firm-

given of them by Clement, would correct reeirfac to uveiofac.
But this sense of releicfac is quite common in Philo, ¢f.
De 4br. 122.

® For §§ 63-84 see Ex. iii. 1-iv. 17.
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MOSES 1. 64-68

ness of flesh, and in number through their fecundity
and the wholesomeness of their food.

Now, as he was leading the flock to a place where the 65
water and the grass were abundant, and where there
happened to be plentiful growth of herbage for the
sheep, he found himself at a glen where he saw a
most astonishing sight. There was a bramble-bush,

a thorny sort of plant, and of the most weakly kind,
which, without anyone’s setting it alight, suddenly
took fire ; and, though enveloped from root to twigs
in a mass of fire, which looked as though it were
spouted up from a fountain, yet remained whole, and,
instead of being consumed, seemed to be a substance
impervious to attack, and, instead of serving as fuel
to the fire, actually fed on it. In the midst of the 66
flame was a form of the fairest beauty, unlike any
visible object, an image supremely divine in appear-
ance, refulgent with a light brighter than the light
of fire. It mightbe supposed that this was the image
of Him that 1s; but let us rather call it an angel or
herald, since, with a silence that spoke more clearly
than speech, it employed as it were the miracle of
sight to herald future events. For the 67
burning bramble was a symbol of those who suffered
wrong, as the flaming fire of those who did it. Yet
that which burned was not burnt up, and this was a
sign that the sufferers would not be destroyed by
their aggressors, who would find that the aggression
was vain and profitless while the victims of malice
escaped unharmed. The angel was a symbol of
God’s providence, which all silently brings relief to
the greatest dangers, exceeding every hope. XIII.
But the details of the comparison must be con- 68
sidered. The bramble, as I have said, is a very
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MOSES 1. 68-72

weakly plant, yet it is prickly and will wound if one
do but touch it. Again, though fire is naturally
destructive, the bramble was not devoured thereby,
but on the contrary was guarded by it, and remained
just as it was before it took fire, lost nothing at all but
gained an additional brightness. All this is a descrip 69
tion of the nation’s condition as it then stood, and we
may think of it as a voice proclaiming to the sufferers:
*“ Do not lose heart ; your weakness is your strength,
which can prick, and thousands will suffer from its
wounds. Those who desire to consume you will be
your unwilling saviours instead of your destroyers.
Your ills will work you no ill. Nay, just when the
enemy is surest of ravaging you, your fame will shine
forth most gloriously.” Again fire, the element 70
which works destruction, convicts the cruel-hearted.2
“Exult not in your own strength " it says. ‘‘ Behold
your invincible might brought low, and learn wisdom.
The property of flame is to consume, yet it is con-
sumed, like wood. The nature of wood is to be
consumed yet it is manifested as the consumer, as
though it were the fire.”

XIV. After showing to Moses this miraculous 7]
portent, so clearly warning him of the events that
were to be, God begins in oracular speech to urge
him to take charge of the nation with all speed, in
the capacity not merely of an assistant to their
liberation, but of the leader who would shortly take
them from Egypt to another home. He promised
to help him in everything : *‘ For,” he said, * suffering, 72
goes out and leaves the bramble victorious. I strongly
suspect that ““is destroyed” has been lost and if so ¢topo-
moweirar in juxtaposition to ¢foporoiés would be preferable to
¢belperar. No such word is quoted in the lexica, but Philo
is quite capable of coining it.
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MOSES 1. 72-76

as they do, prolonged ill-treatment, and subjected
to intolerable outrages, with no relief or pity for
their miseries from men, I have taken compassion
on them Myself. For I know that each severally,
and all unitedly, have betaken themselves to prayers
and supplications in hope to gain help from Me, and
I am of a kindly nature and gracious to true sup-
pliants. Now go to the king of the land, and fear 73
not at all, for the former king from whom you fled
in fear that he meant mischief is dead, and the land
is in the hands of another who does not remember
any of your actions against you. Take with you also
the elders of the nation, and tell him that the people
has received a command from Me to make a three-
days’ journey beyond the bounds of the country,
and there sacrifice according to the rites of their
fathers.” Moses knew well that his own nation 74
and all the others would disbelieve his words, and
said : * If they ask the name of him who sent me,
and I cannot myself tell them, will they not think
me a deceiver?’” God replied: ‘‘First tell them that 75
I am He Who 18, that they may learn the difference
between what 1s and what is not, and also the further
lesson that no name at all can properly be used of
Me, to Whom alone existence belongs. And, if, 76
in their natural weakness, they seek some title to
use, tell them not only that I am God, but also the
God of the three men whose names express their
virtue, each of them the exemplar of the wisdom
they have gained—Abraham by teaching, Isaac by
nature, Jacob by practice.* And, if they still dis-
believe, three signs which no man has ever before
seen or heard of will be sufficient lesson to convert

¢ For §§ 75-76 ¢f. De Mut. 11 ff.
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MOSES I. 77-82

them.” The signs were such as these. He bade 77
him cast on the ground the rod which he carried, and
this at once took life and began to creep, and be-
came that high chief of the reptile kingdom, a huge
serpent grown to full strength. Moses quickly
leaped away from the creature, and, in his fright, was
starting to fly, when he was recalled by God, and,
at His bidding and inspired by Him with courage,
grasped its tail. It was still wriggling, but stopped 78
at his touch, and, stretching itself to its full length,
was metamorphosed at once into the rod which it
had been before, so that Moses marvelled at the
double change, unable to decide which was the more
astonishing, so evenly balanced was the profound
impression which each made upon his soul. This 79
was the first miracle, and a second followed soon.
God bade him conceal one of his hands in his bosom,
and, after a little while, draw it out. And when
he did as he was bid, the hand suddenly appeared
whiter than snow. He did the same again, put it in
his bosom and then brought it out, when it turned
to its original colour and recovered its proper appear-
ance. These lessons he received when he and God 80
were alone together, like pupil and master, and while
the instruments of the miracles,the hand and the staff,
with which he was equipped for his mission were both
in his own possession. But the third had its birth- 81
place in Egypt. It was one which he could not carry
with him or rehearse beforehand, yet the amaze-
ment which it was sure to cause was quite as great.
It was this: “ The water,” God said, ‘‘ which thou
dost draw from the river and pour on the land will
be blood quite ruddy, and not only its colour but its
properties will be completely changed.” Moses evi- 82
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MOSES 1. 82-85

dently felt that this too was credible, not only because
of the infallibility of the Speaker, but through the
proofs he had already been shewn in the miracles of
the hand and the staff. But, though he 83
believed, he tried to refuse the mission, declaring that
he was not eloquent, but feeble of voice and slow of
tongue, especially ever since he heard God speaking
to him; for he considered that human eloquence
compared with God’s was dumbness, and also,
cautious as he was by nature, he shrank from things
sublime and judged that matters of such magnitude
were not for him. And therefore he begged Him
to choose another, who would prove able to execute
with ease all that was committed to him. But God, 84
though approving his modesty, answered: ‘ Dost
thou not know who it is that gave man a mouth, and
formed his tongue and throat and all the organism
of reasonable speech ? It is I Myself: therefore, fear
not, for at a sign from Me all will become articulate
and be brought over to method and order, so that
none can hinder the stream of words from flowing
easily and smoothly from a fountain undefiled. And,
if thou shouldst have need of an interpreter, thou
wilt have in thy brother a mouth to assist thy service,
to report to the people thy words, as thou reportest
those of God to him.”

XV. ¢ Moses, hearing this, and knowing how un- 85
safe and hazardous it was to persist in gainsaying,
took his departure, and travelled with his wife and
children on the road to Egypt. During the journey
he met his brother, to whom he declared the divine
message, and persuaded him to accompany him.
His brother’s soul, in fact, had already, through the

s For §§ 85-95 see Ex. iv. 27, v. 22, vii, 8-13.
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MOSES 1. 85-90

watchful working of God, been predisposed to obedi-
ence, so that without hesitation he assented and
readily followed. When they had arrived in Egypt, 86
one in mind and heart, they first summoned the
senators of the nation secretly, and informed them
of the oracles, and how God had, in pity and com-
passion for them, assured them liberty and departure
from their present to a better country, and promised
to be Himself their leader. After this they were now 87
emboldened to talk to the king, and lay before him
their request that he should send the people out of
his boundaries to sacrifice. They told him that their
ancestral sacrifices must be performed in the desert,
as they did not conform with those of the rest of
mankind, but so exceptional were the customs
peculiar to the Hebrews that their rule and method

of sacrifices ran counter to the common course.? The 88

king, whose soul from his earliest years was weighed
down with the pride of many generations, did not
accept a God discernible only by the mind, or any
at all beyond those whom his eyes beheld; and
therefore he answered insolently: ‘‘Who is he
whom I must obey ? I know not this new Lord of
whom you speak. I refuse to send the nation forth
to run loose under pretext of festival and sacrifices.”

Then, in the harshness and ferocity and obstinacy 89

of his temper, he bade the overseers of the tasks
treat the people with contumely, for showing slack-
ness and laziness. *‘ For just this,” he said, * was
what was meant by the proposal to hold festival and
sacrifice—things the very memory of which was lost
by the hard pressed, and retained only by those
whose life was spent in much comfort and luxury.”
Thus they endured woes more grievous than ever, 90
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MOSES I. 90-94

and were enraged against Moses and his companion as
deceivers, abusing them, sometimes secretly, some-
times openly, and accusing them of impiety in that
they appeared to have spoken falsely of God. Where-
upon Moses began to show the wonders which he had
been previously taught to perform, thinking that the
sight would convert them from the prevailing un-
belief to belief in his words. The exhibi-
tion of these wonders to the king and the Egyptian
nobles followed very quickly; (XVIL.) so, when
all the magnates had collected at the palace, the
brother of Moses took his staff, and, after waving
it in a very conspicuous manner, flung it on the
ground, where it immediately turned into a serpent,
while the onlookers standing round were filled with
wonder, fell back in fear, and were on the point of
running away. But all the wizards and magicians
who were present said: “ Why are you terrified ?
We, too, are practised in such matters, and we use
our skill to produce similar results.” Then, as each
of them threw down the staff which he held, there
appeared a multitude of serpents writhing round a
single one; that one, the first, showed its great
superiority by rising high, widening its chest and
opening its mouth, when with the suction of its
breath it swept the others in with irresistible force,
like a whole draught of fishes encircled by the net,
and, after swallowing them up, changed to its original
nature, and became a staff. By this time, the mar-
vellous spectacle had refuted the scepticism in every
ill-disposed person’s soul, and they now regarded
these events not as the works of human cunning or
artifices fabricated to deceive, but as brought about
by some diviner power to which every feat is easy.
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MOSES I. 95-97

But, though they were compelled by the clear evi- 95
dence of the facts to admit the truth, they did not
abate their audacity, but clung to their old inhuman-
ity and impiety as though it were the surest of
blessings. They did not show mercy to those who
were unjustly enslaved, nor carry out the orders
which had divine authority,® since God had shown
His will by the proofs of signs and wonders, which
are clearer than oracles. And therefore a severer
visitation was needed, and volley of those blows
whereby fools whom reason has not disciplined are
brought to their senses.

The punishments inflicted on the land were ten— 96
a perfect number for the chastisement of those who
brought sin to perfection. The chastisement was
different from the usual kind, (XVII.) for the elements
of the universe—earth, fire, air, water—carried out
the assault. God’s judgement was that the materials
which had served to produce the world should serve
also to destrov the land of theimpious; andto showthe
mightiness of the sovereignty which He holds, what
He shaped in His saving goodness to create the uni-
verse He turned into instruments for the perdition
of the impious whenever He would. He distributed 97
the punishments in this wise : three belonging to the
denser elements, earth and water, which have gone
to make our bodily qualities what they are, He com-
mitted to the brother of Moses ; another set of three,
belonging to air and fire, the two most productive

ing to 6 Aéyos below, but in this sense the word does not seem
to be used in the plural. If Xoviwr is read, we must
suppose that it is contrasted with xpnoudv as covering all
divine intimations, whereas xpnoudv is confined to the spoken
oracle. But this also lacks authority.
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MOSES 1. 97-101

of life, He gave to Moses alone ; one, the seventh,
He committed to both in common; and the other
three which go to complete the ten He reserved to
Himself.2 He began by bringing into 98
play first the plagues of water ; for, since the Egypt-
ians had paid a specially high homage to water,
which they believed to be the original source of the
creation of the All, He thought well to summon
water first to reprove and admonish its votaries.
What, then, was the event which so soon came to 99
pass ? The brother of Moses, at the command of
God, smote the river with his staff, and at once, from
Ethiopia to the sea, it turned into blood, and so did
also the lakes, canals, springs, wells and fountains
and all the existing water-supply of Egypt. Con-
sequently, having nothing to drink, they dug up the
ground along the banks ; but the veins thus opened
spouted up squirts of blood, which shot up as in
haemorrhages, and not a drop of clear liquid was
anywhere to be seen. Every kind of fish died 100
therein, since its life-giving properties had become
a means of destruction, so that a general stench
pervaded everything from all these bodies rotting
together. Also a great multitude of men, killed
by thirst, lay in heaps at the cross-roads, since their
relatives had not the strength to carry the dead to
the tombs. For seven days the terror reigned, until 101
the Egyptians besought Moses and his brother, and
they besought God, to take pity on the perishing.
And He Whose nature is to show mercy changed
the blood into water fit for drinking, and restored to
the river its old health-giving flood free from im-

sequel. The first three, however, are in the same order. See
Ex. vii. 14-viii. 19,
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purity. XVIIL. For a very short time they relaxed, 102
but soon betook themselves to the same cruelty and
lawlessness as before, and seemed to think that either
justice had disappeared utterly from amongst men,
or that those who had suffered one punishment could
not be expected to receive a second blow. But, like
foolish children, they were taught once more by
experience not to despise the warning. For chastise-
ment, dogging their steps, slowed down when they
tarried, but when they hastened to deeds of wicked-
ness quickened its pace and overtook them,

For once more the brother of Moses, at God’s com- 103
mand, stretched forth and brought his rod upon the
canals and lakes and fens ; and, as he stretched it, a
multitude of frogs crept up, so numerous that not only
the market-places and all the open spaces, but all the
farm-buildings as well, and houses and temples and
every place, public or private, was filled with them,
as though it were nature’s purpose to send one kind
of the aquatic animals to colonize the opposite region,
since land is the opposite of water. The people, who 10
could neither go out into the streets, because the ..
passages were occupied by the frogs, nor yet stay
indoors, because they had already crept up even to
the tops of the houses and taken up the inmost re-
cesses, were in the most unhappy and desperate
straits. So, after the king had promised them to 105
permit the Hebrews to leave the land, they fled for
refuge to those who had helped them before ; and
they made intercession with God, and when their
prayer was granted some of the frogs went back into
the river, and others died at once and lay in heaps at
the cross-roads, to which the Egyptians added the
piles of those which they brought out of their houses,
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Josephus (Ant. 300) has ¢feipes, ““lice.” ‘‘ Most moderns
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because of the intolerable stench arising from the
dead bodies, and bodies of a kind which, even when
alive, is highly displeasing to the senses.

XIX. But, having thus obtained a short breathing- 106
space from punishment, and, like athletes in the
arena, rallied their forces, only to gain fresh strength
for evil-doing, they quickly returned to their familiar
wickedness, forgetful of the evils which they had
suffered so long.* Then God stayed from using water 107
to afflict them, and used the earth instead ; but ap-
pointed the same minister of chastisement, who once
more, when bidden, struck the ground with his staff,
when a stream of gnats ? poured forth, and spread like
a cloud over the whole extent of Egypt. Now the 108
gnat is a very small creature, but exceedingly trouble-
some, for it not only causes mischief to the surface of
the body, and produces an unpleasant and very
noxious itching, but it forces its way inside through
the nostrils and ears, and also flies into and damages
the pupils of\ the eyes, if one does not take pre-
cautions. And what precautions would be possible
against such a stream, especially when it is a chastise-
ment sent by God? Someone perhaps may ask why 109
He punished the land through such petty and in-
significant creatures, and refrained from using bears
and lions and panthers and the other kinds of savage
beasts which feed on human flesh ; and, if not these,
at any rate the asps of Egypt, whose bites are such as
to cause immediate death. If such a person really 110
does not know the answer, let him learn it : first, God
wished to admonish the inhabitants of the land rather
than to destroy them, for had He wished to annihilate

agree that gnats is the most probable rendering’ (of the
Hebrew word).—Driver.
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% 4.e. the phrase ‘finger of God” is interpreted as an
intervention in which only a small part of God’s power is
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them altogether He would not have taken animals
to co-operate in His visitation, but calamities sent
direct from heaven—pestilence and famine. And 111
after this the inquirer should be taught a further
lesson, and one that is needed throughout life. What
is this? When men make war, they look round to
find the most powerful auxiliaries to fight beside
them, and so compensate for their own weakness ;
but God, the highest and greatest power, needs no
one. But if, at any time, He wills to use any as in-
struments for His vengeance, He does not choose the
strongest and the greatest, o\f whose might He takes
no account, but provides 'the slightest and the
smallest with irresistible and invincible powers, and
through them wreaks vengeance on the evil-doers.
So it was in this case. For what is slighter than a 112
gnat ? Yet so great was its power that all Egypt lost
heart, and was forced to cry aloud: “ This is the
finger of God”; for as for His hand not all the
habitable world from end to end could stand against
it, or rather not even the whole universe.*

XX. Such, then, were the punishments in which 113
the brother of Moses was the agent. We have now,
in due course, to examine those which were admini-
stered by Moses himself, and to shew what were the
parts of nature which went to their making. We
find that air and heaven, the purest portions of the
universe, took on the succession to earth and water
in that admonition of Egypt which Moses was ap-
pointed to superintend. First, he began 114
to cause disturbance in the air. We must remember
that Egypt is almost the only country, apart from

used. For a somewhat different interpretation of the phrase
see De Mig. 85,
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@ At this point Philo’s order begins to depart from that of
834



MOSES I. 114-118

those in southern Jatitudes, which is unvisited by one
of the year’s seasons—winter. The reason may be,
some say, that it is not far from the torrid zone, and
that the fiery heat which insensibly emanates thence
warms all its surroundings. It may be, again, that
the clouds are used up beforehand by the flooding of
the river at the summer solstice. The river begins to 115
rise as the summer opens, and ceases when it ceases,
and during that time the Etesian winds sweep down
opposite to the mouths of the Nile and put a stop to
its outflow through them. For, as the sea rises to a
great height through the violence of the winds, ex-
tending its huge billows like a long wall, it coops the
river up within ; and then as the stream which flows
from the upland springs, and the other which should
find its way out but is driven inland by the obstacles
which face it, meet each other, prevented as they
are from expanding by the banks which compress
them on either side, the river naturally rises aloft.
Another possible reason is that winter is unneeded 116
in Egypt. For the river, by making a lake of the
fields, and thus producing the yearly crops, serves
the purpose of rainfall. And, indeed, nature is no 117
wastrel in her work, to provide rain for a land which
does not want it. At the same time she rejoices to
employ her science in works of manifold variety, and
thus out of contrarieties form the harmony of the
universe. And therefore she supplies the benefit
of water to some from heaven above, to others from
the springs and rivers below. ¢ Such was 118
the condition of the land, enjoying springtime at
mid-winter, the seaboard enriched by only slight

Exodus. His fourth plague, that of hail, is seventh in
Exodus (ix. 22-35).
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¢ Philo’s fifth plague, the locusts, is eighth in Exodus
(x. 12-10).
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showers, while the parts above Memphis, where the
royal palace of Egypt was, experienced no rainfall at
all, when suddenly a complete change came over the
air, and all the visitations which belong to severe
winter fell upon it in a body : rainstorms, a great
quantity of heavy hail, violent winds, clashing and
roaring against each other, cloudbursts, continuous
claps of thunder and flashes of lightning and constant
thunderbolts. These last provided a most marvellous
spectacle, for they ran through the hail, their natural
antagonist, and yet did not melt it nor were quenched
by it, but unchanged coursed up and down and kept
guard over the hail. Intense was the despondency 119
to which the inhabitants were reduced, not only by
the disastrous onset of all these things, but by the
strangeness of the event. For they thought, as
indeed was the case, that divine wrath had brought
about these novel happenings ; that the air in a way
unknown before had conspired to ruin and destroy
the trees and fruits, while at the same time many
animals perished, some through excessive cold, others
stoned to death, as it were, through the weight of the
falling hail, others consumed by the fire, while some
survived half-burnt and bore the marks of the wounds
inflicted by the thunderbolts as a warning to the
beholders.

XXI. When the plague abated, and the king and 120
his surroundings recovered their courage, Moses, at
God’s command,® stretched his rod into the air, and
then a violent south? wind swooped down, gaining
force and intensity throughout the day and night.
This in itself was a source of much mischief, for the

® E.V. east wind (including winds at least from the south-
east.—Driver).
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south wind is dry and produces headache and makes
hearing difficult, and thus is fitted to cause distress
and suffering, particularly in Egypt which lies well
to the south, where the sun and the planets have
their orbits, so that when the wind sets it in motion
the scorching of the sun is pushed forward with it,
and burns up everything. But it also brought with 121
it a huge multitude of creatures which destroyed the
plants, locusts that is, who poured forth ceaselessly
like a stréam, and filling the whole air devoured
whatever the lightnings and hail had left, so that
nothing any longer could be seen growing in all that
great country. Then those in authority, reluctantly 122
brought to a full realization of their own evil plight,
approached the king and said : * How long will you
refuse to grant these men leave to depart? Do
you not yet understand that Egypt is destroyed?”
The king yielded, or appeared to do so, and promised
to comply if he were relieved from the dire scourge.
And when Moses prayed again, a wind from the sea
caught and scattered the locusts.

But, when they were scattered, and the king was 123
sick to death at the thought of releasing the people,
aplague @ arose greater than all that had gone before ;
for, in bright daylight, darkness was suddenly over-
spread,possibly because there was an eclipse of the sun
more complete than the ordinary, or perhaps because
the stream of rays was cut off by continuous clouds,
compressed with great force into masses of unbroken
density. The result was that night and day were
the Same, and indeed what else could it seem but
a single night of great length, equivalent to three

¢ Philo’s sixth plague, the darkness, is ninth in Exodus
(x. 21-29).
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¢ Or “fire of common use,” ¢f. De Abr. 157, Quis
Rerum 136.
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MOSES 1. 124-127

days and the same number of nights ? Then, in- 124
deed, as we are told, some who had thrown them-
selves on their beds did not dare to rise from them,
while others, when any of the needs of nature pressed,
felt their way along the walls or any other object,
proceeding with difficulty as though they were blind.
For the light of artificial fire ¢ was partly quenched
by the prevailing storm wind, partly dimmed to the
point of disappearance by the depth of the darkness,

so that sight, the most indispensable of the senses,
though sound in itself, was helpless and unable to see
anything ; and the other senses were discomfited,
like subjects when their queen has fallen. For men 125
could not bring themselves to speak or hear or take
food, but lay tortured in silence and famine with no
heart to use any of the senses, so entirely over-
whelmed were they by the disaster, until Moses
again took pity and besought God, Who made light

to take the place of darkness, and day of night, with
bright open sky all around.

XXII. Such, we are told, were the plagues? in- 126
flicted through the agency of Moses alone, namely
the plague of hail and lightning, the plague of the
locusts, and that of the darkness which was proof
against every form of light. One was committed
to him and his brother together, which I will at once
proceed to describe. They took in their hands, at 127
God’s bidding, ashes from a furnace, which Moses
scattered in the air, and then dust suddenly fell
upon men and the lower animals alike. It produced
an angry, painful ulceration over the whole skin,
and, simultaneously with this eruption, their bodies

® Philo’s seventh plague, boils, is sixth in Exodus (ix.

8-12).
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MOSES 1. 127-131

swelled with suppurated blisters, which might be
supposed to be extravasations from inflammation
lurking beneath. Oppressed as they naturally were 128
by the extreme painfulness and soreness of the
ulceration and inflammation, they suffered in spirit
more or no less than in body from the exhaustion
which their miseries produced. For one continuous
ulcer was to be seen stretching from head to foot,
the sores scattered over every particular limb and
part of the body being congentrated into a single
form of the same appearance throughout. So it was
until, again by the intercessions which the lawgiver
made on behalf of the sufferers, the distemper was
lightened. Rightly indeed was this chastisement 129
committed to the two in common : to the brother
because the dust which came down upon the people
was from the earth, and what was of earth was under
his charge ; to Moses because the air was changed to
afflict them, and plagues of heaven and air belonged

to his ministration.

XXIII. The three remaining chastisements were 130
self-wrought, without any human agent, each of
which I will proceed to describe as well as possible.

In the first, a creature is employed whose ferocity is
unequalled in all nature—the dog-fly.2 This name,
which the coiners of words in their wisdom have
given it, well expresses its character, for it is a com-
pound formed from the two most shameless animals
of the land and the air—the dog and the fly. Both
these are persistent and fearless in their assaults,
and if one attempts to ward them off meet him with
a perseverance which refuses to be beaten, until they
have got their fill of flesh and blood. The dog-fly 131
has acquired the audacity of both, and is a creature

343



PHILO

mpooetypuia dnrTikov kal émiPovdov {Hdv éoTi

A b ’ \ c 7 4 14
kal yap woppwler pera poilov kabdmep Bédos
eloarovriletor kal émepmimtovoa Paiws € pdla

132 éyypiumrerar. TéTe 8¢ Kal OefdaTos Ay %) mpoo-
BoXyj, ws Bedimdacidobar Ty €€ adris émBoviny
oUkérL udvov Tois Quoikols kexpnuéviys mAeovexT-

a’AA\ \ ~ k4 0 ’ 2 ’ o \
paow, dAd kai Tols éx Oelas émdpooivys, i 70
{@ov dmhle kal mpos ddxny dwijyetpe kard TV

133 éyywplwvy. peTd TV Kuvdpviay elmeTo
Tipwpla mdAw dvev ovumpdfews dvBpwmivns, Po-
ornudTwr BdvaTos: Povkdhia ydp kal aiméha kal
molpvia. peydda kal Soar dmoluvylwv kai dMwv
Opeppdrov Béar mioar @ nuépe, u‘)g ad’ évos
cwbijuaros, a’ye)\nSov 8L€<{>9ﬂpowo, T avbpdmwy

[102] | a'nw)\ecav, 1 pLrpov v(rrepov éuelde yweaOaL,
mpounviovoar kaldmep év Tals lowudddeor vdoois:
Aéyetau yap mpodywy Tis elvar doyukdv dppwarn-

4 & 7 > 7 b4 2 4
pdrov 1 {dwv dAdywy aidvidios $hopd.

XXIV. Me6® 7y %) Sexdrn kal tedevrain dixy
ndaas VmepPfdAlovoa Tas mpotépas émeyévero, Od-
vatos Alyvrriwy odte mdvrwv—od yip épnudoa
v xdpav mpoypeiTo ¢ Beds AL vovleriioar pdvov
—otlTe TAV TAeloTwy dv8pdv duod kal yvvawkdv €€
¢ 4 ¢ 7 3 \ -~ J’M -~ k] \ Ié
dmdans fAkias, dAXa Tols dMows ijy édiels pdvww
TV mpwroTdkwy KaTayndilerar OdvaTov dpédpue-
vos dmo Tob mpeaBurdrov TdV Pacidéws maidwv

A 14 k] A} ~ b 4 3 2
kai Mfas els Tov Ths ddaveardns dAeTpidos.

135 mepl yap péoas vikTas of mpdror matépas kal
pnTépas mpooeumovtes Kkai Um éxelvwy viol mwdAw
344



MOSES 1. 181-185

venomous and vicious, which comes with a whirr
from a distance, hurls itself like a javelin, and, with

a violent onrush, fastens itself firmly on its victim.
On this occasion the assault was also divinely im- 132
pelled, so that its viciousness was doubled, prompted

by avidity due not only to nature but to divine provi-
dence, which armed the creature and roused it to
use its force against the population.

After the dog-fly there followed again a chastise- 133
ment brought about without human co-operation,
the death of the live-stock ¢; for great herds of oxen
and sheep and goats, and every kind of beast of
burden and other cattle,perished as by a single agreed
signal in a single day, whole droves at a time, thus
presaging the destruction of men which was about

to follow, just as we find in epidemics. For pesti-
lential disorders are said to be preluded by a sudden
murrain among the lower animals.

XXIV. After this came the tenth and final judge- 134
ment, transcending all its predecessors.? This was
the death of the Egyptians, not of the whole popula-
tion, since God’s purpose was not to make a complete
desert of the country, but only to teach them a lesson,
nor yet of the great majority of the men and women
of every age. Instead, He permitted the rest to live,
but sentenced the first-born only to death, beginning
with the king and ending with the meanest woman
who grinds at the mill, in each case their eldest male
child. For, about midnight, those who had been the 136
first to call their parents father and mother, first to

@ Philo’s ninth plague, the murrain, is fifth in Exodus
(ix. 1-7).

® For the tenth plague, and its sequel §§ 134-142, see
Ex. xii. 29-36.

345



PHILO

mpdrov o’vop.aa()e'weg dyalvovres kol To gdpata
éppwpévor Traw-eg am’ ovSey,Lag mpoddaews 1Pndov
efamvmwg av-qp'r]wo Kal ov3€;uav oixéav o’L;wLp'qaaL
136 anoc -ro-re THs ovudopds. ap.a 8¢ 17 éw KaTa 70
elkds éxaotor Beacdpevor -rovg durrdrovs arrpoa-
Sokrjrws TeTedevTnKdTas, ols SpodiatTor wai Opo-
Tpdmelor péxpe Tijs éomépas éyeyévnrro, BapurdTe
névler kataoxelévres otuwyis mdvra évéminoav,
dote owvéPn Kkal dua T kowompaylav Tob mdfovs
amdvrwy afpdws Jpobupadov éxPonodvrwy éva
Opijvov dmd mepdrwy éml mépara kard mwdons Ths
137 ydpas ouvnyioa. Kal uéxpt p,év év Tals oleazg
Le'rpcﬂov, a'yvowv é'Kao*ros 70 ToOb w)tncnov KCLKOV

em. 7¢ éavrod udvov €oTeve, npoe)\Gwv 8¢ kal 'yvovg

Td Tév dM v Sumdody neveog mpds & dlw Kkai 76
Kowdv edBds EduBaver, én’ E\drTov Kai kovdorépw
p.ei‘{ov kat BapviTepov, ci'*re Ka:‘. T éAmida Tijs mapa-
;wew,g aanpnpevog- Tis 'yap ey.ez\)\e mapyopely
138 e'repov av’rog v 'rov8€ XpELOS, owep 3 év TOLS
TotoUToLs LAel, TA mapdvTa voplsavres apyny elva
peldvwr kal mepl s T@v ér {dvrwy dmwlelas
katadeloavres ouvédpapov els Ta PBacilera dedaxpu-
wévor kal Tas éobiras mepieppyypévor kateBéwy Te
700 Paciléws s mdvTwy alriov Tdv ovpBeBnrdTwy
139 Sewdv. €l 'ya'.p, é')\e'yov, evlds &v &pxﬁ Mwvoéws
évtuxdvros elacer éfeMdelv 76 éfvos, oddevos dv
TV yeyovétwy metpabivar T mapdmav: eifavros

& avbadeia T4 avvﬁea, Ta émiyepa Tijs dralpov
¢L)\ovecmag ef érotpov )\aﬂew. elr’ dMos &)\)\ov
mapexdAel Tov Aeaw perd mdons omovdijs é§ amdoys

8 Cf. wpwry ¢ ékdhesa rarépa kal b waid’ éué, Eur, Iph.
Aul. 122.

346



MOSES I. 185-139

be called sons by them,? all in full health and robust
of body, were suddenly cut off wholesale without
apparent cause, and no household, as we are told,
was spared this calamity. When dawn came, every
family, seeing their dearest thus unexpectedly dead,
who, up till the evening, had shared their home and
board, were naturally struck with profound grief and
filled the whole place with their lamentations. And so,
since in this general disaster the same emotion drew
from all a united outery, one single dirge of wailing
resounded from end to end of the whole land. And,
as long as they stayed in their houses, everyone,
ignorant of his neighbour’s evil plight, bewailed his
own only ; but, when they came forth and learned
what had befallen the rest, their grief was straight-
way doubled. To the personal sorrow, the lighter
and lesser, was added the public, greater and heavier,
since they lost even the hope of consolation. For
who could be expected to comfort another if he needs
consolation himself? And, as so often happens in
such circumstances, they thought that their present
condition was but the beginning of greater evils, and
were filled with fear of the destruction of those who
still lived. Consequently, bathed in tears and with
garments rent, they rushed together to the palace
and cried out against the king as the cause of all the
dire events that had befallen them. If, they said,
at the very beginning, when Moses first entreated
him, he had suffered the people to go forth, they
would have experienced none at all of these happen-
ings ; but, as he indulged his usual self-will, the
rewards of his contentiousness had been promptly
reaped by themselves. Then they exhorted each
other to use all speed in driving the people from the
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MOSES 1. 189-143

whole country, and declared that to detain them even
for a single day, or rather only for an hour, would bring
upon them a deadly vengeance. XXV.
The Hebrews, thus hunted as outcasts from the land, 140
and conscious of their own high lineage, were em-
boldened to act as was natural to them, as freemen
and men who were not oblivious of the injustices
which malice had inflicted on them ; for they took 141
out with them much spoil, which they carried partly
on their backs, partly laid on their beasts of burden.
And they did this not in avarice, or, as their accusers
might say, in covetousness of what belonged to
others. No, indeed. In the first place, they were
but receiving a bare wage for all their time of service ;
secondly, they were retaliating, not on an equal but
on a lesser scale, for their enslavement. For what
resemblance is there between forfeiture of money and
deprivation of liberty, for which men of sense are
willing to sacrifice not only their substance but their
life ? In either case, their action was right, whether 142
one regard it as an act of peace, the acceptance of
payment long kept back through reluctance to pay
what was due, or as an act of war, the claim under
the law of the victors to take their enemies’ goods.
For the Egyptians began the wrongdoing by reducing
guests and suppliants to slavery like captives, as I
said before. The Hebrews, when the opportunity
came, avenged themselves without warlike prepara-
tions, shielded by justice whose arm was extended
to defend them.

XXVI. With all these plagues and punishments 143
was Egypt admonished, none of which touched the
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MOSES 1. 143-146

Hebrews, though they dwelt in the same cities and
villages and houses, and though earth, water, air, fire,
the constituent parts of that nature which it is im-
possible to escape, joined in the attack. And the
strangest thing of all was that the same elements in
the same place and at the same time brought destruc-
tion to one people and safety to the other. The river
changed to blood, but not for the Hebrews ; for, when

144

they wished to draw from it, it turned into good

drinking -water. The frog tribe crept from the
water on to the land, and filled the market-places,
the farm buildings and houses, but held aloof from
the Hebrews alone, as though it knew how to
distinguish who should be punished and who should
not. Neither the gnats, nor the dog-flies nor the
locusts, which did so great damage to plants and
fruits and animals and men, winged their way to
them ; neither the rainstorm nor the hail nor the
thunderbolts which fell continuously reached as far
as them. That most painful ulceration was not felt,
or even imagined, by them. When the others were
wrapped in profound darkness, they lived in clear
radiance with the light of day shining upon them.
When the first-born of the Egyptians was slain, no
Hebrew died, nor was it likely that they should,
when even the murrain, by which numberless cattle
perished, did not involve a single herd of theirs
in the destruction. Indeed, I think that everyone
who witnessed the events of that time could not
but have thought of the Hebrews as spectators of
the sufferings of others, and not merely spectators

words of the quotation. Mangey was content with rofre
only. Perhaps daxwdivous alone would be enough, Clement’s
remaining five words representing evoéBeiar,
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MOSES 1. 146-149

in safety, but learners thereby of the finest and most
profitable of lessons—piety. For never was judge-
ment so clearly passed on good and bad, a judgement
which brought perdition to the latter and salvation
to the former.

XXVII. The departing emigrants had among them 147
over six hundred thousand men of military age, while
therest of the multitude, consisting of old men, women-
folk and children, could not easily be counted. They
were accompanied by a promiscuous, nondescript and
menial crowd, a bastard host, so to speak, associated
with the true-born. These were the children of
Egyptian women by Hebrew fathers into whose
families they had been adopted, also those who, rever-
encing the divine favour shewn to the people, had
come over to them, and such as were converted and
brought to a wiser mind by the magnitude and the
number of the successive punishments.®
The appointed leader of all these was Moses, invested 148
with this office and kmgshlp, not like some of those
who thrust themselves into positions of power by
means of arms and engines of war and strength of
infantry, cavalry and navy, but on account of his
goodness and his nobility of conduct and the universal
benevolence which he never failed to shew. Further,
his office was bestowed upon him by God, the lover -
of virtue and nobility, as the reward due'to him.
For, when he gave up the lordship of Egypt, which 149
he held as son to the daughter of the then reigning
king, because the sight of the iniquities committed
in the land and his own nobility of soul and mag-
nanimity of spirit and inborn hatred of evil led
him to renounce completely his expected inheritance
from the kinsfolk of his adoption, He Who presides
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MOSES 1. 149-153

over and takes charge of all things thought good
to requite him with the kingship of a nation more-
populous and mightier, a nation destined to be con-
secrated above all others to offer prayers for ever on
behalf of the human race that it may be delivered from
evil and participate in whatis good. Having received 150
this office, he did not, like some, take pains to exalt
his own house, and promote his sons, of whom he had
two, to great power and make them his consorts for
the present and his successors for the hereafter. For
in all things great and small he followed a pure and
guileless policy, and, like a good judge, allowed the
incorruptibility of reason to subdue his natural affec-
tion for his children. For he had set before him one 151
essential aim, to benefit his subjects ; and, in all that
he said or did, to further their interests and neglect
no opportunity which would forward the common
well-being. In solitary contrast to those who had 152
hitherto held the same authority, he did not treasure
up gold and silver, did not levy tributes, did not
possess houses or chattels or livestock or a staff of
slaves or revenues or any other accompaniment of
costly and opulent living, though he might have had
all in abundance. He held that to prize material 153
wealth shews poverty of soul, and despised such
wealth as blind ; but the wealth of nature which has

7 eyes to see he highly honoured and zealously pursued,
more perhaps than any other man. In dress and
food and the other sides of life, he made no arrogant
parade to increase his pomp and grandeur. But,
while in these he practised the economy and unassum-
ing ways of a private citizen, he was liberal in the
truly royal expenditure of those treasures which
the ruler may well desire to have in abundance.
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MOSES 1. 154-158

These treasures were the repeated exhibition of self- 154

restraint, continence, temperance, shrewdness, good
sense, knowledge, endurance of toil and hardships,
contempt of pleasures, justice, advocacy of excellence,
censure and chastisement according to law for wrong-
doers, praise and honour for well-doers, again as the

law directs. XXVIII. And so, as he abjured the 155

accumulation of lucre, and the wealth whose in-
fluence is mighty among men, God rewarded him
by giving him instead the greatest and most
perfect wealth. That is the wealth of the whole
earth and sea and rivers, and of all the other
elements and the combinations which they form.
For, since God judged him worthy to appear as a
partner of His own possessions, He gave into his
hands the whole world as a portion well fitted for His

heir. Therefore, each element obeyed him as its 156

master, changed its natural properties and submitted
to his command, and this perhaps is no wonder. TFor
if, as the proverb says, what belongs to friends is
common,® and the prophet is called the friend of God,?
it would follow that he shares also God’s possessions,

so far as it is serviceable. For God possesses all 157

things, but needs nothing ; while the good man,
though he possesses nothing in the proper sense, not
even himself, partakes of the precious things of God
so far as he is capable. And that is but natural, for
he is a world citizen, and therefore not on the roll of
any city of men’s habitation, rightly so because he has
received no mere piece of land but the whole world

as his portion. Again, was not the joy of his partner- 158

ship with the Father and Maker of all magnified
also by the honour of being deemed worthy to
bear the same title? For he was named god and
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MOSES 1. 158-162

king of the whole nation, and entered, we are told,
into the darkness where God was,® that is into the
unseen, invisible, incorporeal and archetypal essence
of existing things. Thus he beheld what is hidden
from the sight of mortal nature, and, in himself and
his life displayed for all to see, he has set before
us, like some well-wrought picture, a piece of work
beautiful and godlike, a model for those who are
willing to copy it. Happy are they who imprint, or 159
strive to imprint, that image in their souls. For it
were best that the mind should carry the form of
virtue in perfection, but, failing this, let it at least
have the unflinching desire to possess that form.

And, indeed, we all know this, that 160
meaner men emulate men of distinction, and set their
inclinations in the direction of what they seem to
desire. Thus, when a ruler begins to shew pro-
fligacy and turn to a life of luxury, the whole body
almost of his subjects gives full vent to the appetites
of belly and sex beyond their actual needs, save in
the case of some who, blessed by the gifts of nature,
possess a soul kindly and propitious and free from
viciousness; whereas, if that ruler adopt a more severe 161
and more serious rule of life, even the very licentious
are converted to continence and are eager, either
through fear or shame, to create the impression that,
after all, their aims are like to his. In fact the worse,
even in madness, will never be found to condemn
the ways of the better. Perhaps, too, since he was 162
destined to be a legislator, the providence of God
which afterwards appointed him without, his know-
ledge to that work, caused him long before that day
to be the reasonable and living impersonation of law.

¢ Ex. xx. 21, ¢f. De Mut. 7,
3859
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XXIX. @S0, having received the authority which 163
they willingly gave him, with the sanction and
assent of God, he proposed to lead them to settle in
Phoenicia and Coelesyria and Palestine, then called
the land of the Canaanites, the boundaries of which
were three days’ journey from Egypt. The course by 164
which he then led them was not the straight road.
He avoided this, partly because he was apprehensive
that if the inhabitants, fearing to lose their homes
and personal liberty, offered them opposition, and
war ensued, they might return by the same road to
Egypt, and thus, exchanging one enemy for another,
the new for the old, might be mocked, derided and
subjected to hardships worse and more painful than
what they underwent before. Partly, too, he wished
by leading them through a long stretch of desert
country to test the extent of their loyalty when sup-
plies were not abundant but gradually grew scarcer
and scarcer. Therefore, leaving the straight road, 165
he found one at an angle to it, and, thinking that it
extended to the Red Sea, began the journey. It was °
then, we are told, that there occurred a prodigy, a
mighty work of nature, the like of which none can
remember to have been seen in the past. A cloud 166
shaped like a tall pillar, the light of which in the day-
time was as the sun and in night as flame, went before
the host, so that they should not stray in their journey,
but follow in the steps of a guide who could never err.
Perhaps indeed there was enclosed within the cloud
one of the lieutenants of the great King, an unseen
angel, a forerunner on whom the eyes of the body
were not permitted to look.

XXX. But the king of Egypt, seeing, as he thought, 167
that they had lost their way and were traversing a
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MOSES 1. 167-170

rough and pathless desert, was pleased to find that
disaster had befallen their journey, since he judged
them to be shut in without an outlet. And, repent-
ing that he had let them go, he essayed to pursue,
expecting that he would make the multitude return
in fear to renewed slavery, or massacre them whole-
sale if they proved refractory. Then he took with 168
him all his cavalry, javelineers, slingers, mounted
archers, and all his other light-armed troops, and
gave the six hundred finest of his scythed chariots
to the men of rank that they might follow in suitable
state and take part in the campaign. With unabated
rapidity he rushed to the attack, and pushed on
eagerly, wishing to come upon them suddenly and
unforeseen. For the unexpected ill is ever more
troublesome than the expected, since a negligently,
compared with a carefully, guarded force is more
liable to be successfully attacked. While he 169
pursued them with these intentions, hoping to win
an uncontested victory, they, as it happened, were
already encamped on the shores of the sea. And,
just as they were preparing to take their early meal,
first a mighty din was heard, caused by the host of
" men and beasts coming on at full speed; and, at the
sound, they poured out of their tents, standing on
tiptoe to look around and listen with both ears. Then,
shortly afterwards, high on the hill, appeared the
enemy’s forces, armed and drawn up for battle.
XXXI. At this strange, unexpected sight, they were 170
panic-stricken. They were not ready to defend them-
selves, for lack of the necessary weapons, for their
expedition was not for war but for colonization. They
could not ﬂy, for the sea was behind them, the enemy
in front, and on either side the depths of the trackless
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minTere ”’ Mywvr ‘ oy duolws dvBpwmos dudvera
174 kai Oeds. 7( pdvois Tols edAdyois rai mbavols mpo-
mioTEveTE;  mapaokeviis oddeuds éoTe Xpeios O
Ocos Bonlds: év dmdpois wépov elpetv Biov Beod-
7a advvata martl yevnTd pivew Suvard kal kartd
175 xetpds.”  kai Tabra pév éri xaleords Siefrjer
1 mss. amAéryra, which all editors hitherto appear to have
accepted. But what sense has ‘ simplicity,” or any other
P plicity. y
shade of meaning which the word can bear, in this context?
The correction here printed, suggested to me by Dr. Rouse,

appears certam. It is true that domAérys is not found in the
lexicon, nor is * unarmedness,” by which I have translated
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MOSES 1. 170-175

desert. So, in the bitterness of their hearts, broken
down by the greatness of their misfortune, they acted
as men often act in such troubles, and began to accuse
their ruler. *Was it because there were no tombs in 171
Egypt where our dead bodies could be laid that you
brought us out to kill and bury us here ? Is not any
slavery a lighter ill than death? You enticed this
multitude with the hope of liberty, and then have
saddled it with the greater danger which threatens
its life. Did you not know our unarmedness, and 172
the bitterness and savage temper of the Egyptians ?
Do you not see how great are our troubles, how
impossible te escape? What must we do? Can we
fight unarmed against the armed ? Can we fly, sur-
rounded as in a net by merciless enemies, pathless
deserts, seas impassable to ships, or, if indeed they
are passable, what supply of boats have we to enable
us to cross !’ Moses, when he heard these words, 173
pardoned them, but remembered the divine messages,
and, using his mind and speech simultaneously for
different purposes, with the former silently inter-
ceded with God to save them from their desperate
afflictions, with the latter encouraged and comforted
the loud-voiced malcontents. ‘‘ Do not lose heart,”
he said, *“ God’s way of defence is not as that of men.
Why are you quick to trust in the specious and plaus- 174
ible and that only ? When God gives help He needs
no armament. It is His special property to find a
way where no way is. What is impossible to all
created being is possible to Him only, ready to His
hand.” Thus he discoursed, still calm and composed ; 175

it, found in the abridged N.E.D. But both are natural and
possible formations.
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MOSES, I. 175-178

but,after a little, he became possessed, and, filled with
the spirit which was wont to visit him, uttered these
oracular words of prophecy : * The host which you
see armed to the teeth you shall see no more arrayed
against you. It shall all fall in utter ruin and dis-
appear in the depths, so that no remnant may be seen
above the earth. And this shall be at no distant time,
but in the coming night.”

XXXII. Such was his prediction. But at sunset
a south wind of tremendous violence arose, and, as
it rushed down, the sea under it was driven back, and,
though regularly tidal, was on this occasion more so
than usually, and swept as into a chasm or whirlpool,
when driven against the shore. No star appeared,
but a thick black cloud covered the whole heaven,
and the murkiness of the night struck terror into the
pursuers. Moses now, at God’s command, smote
the sea with his staff, and as he did so it broke and
parted into two. Of the waters thus divided, one
part rose up to a vast height, where the break was
made, and stood quite firmly, motionless and still like
a wall ; those behind were held back and bridled in
their forward course, and reared as though pulled
back by invisible reins ; while the intervening part,
which was the scene of the breaking, dried up and
became a broad highway. Moses, seeing this, mar-
velled and was glad, and in the fullness of his joy
encouraged his men and bade them move on with all
speed. And, when they were about to
begin the passage, a most extraordinary sign occurred.
The guiding cloud, which at other times stood in
front, turned round to the back of the multitude to
form its rearguard, and thus posted between the pur-

1 Perhaps ra pév <mpbowd mpos.
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¢ Or simply a ‘‘survivor,” the phrase having passed into
a proverb without consideration of its origin, of which
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MOSES 1. 178-181

suers and pursued regulated the course of the latter
and drove them before it under safe protection, but
checked and repelled the former when they strove
to advance. When the Egyptians saw this, tumult
and confusion prevailed everywhere among them.
In their terror their ranks fell into disorder. They
tumbled over each other, and sought to escape, but
it was of no avail ; for, while the Hebrews with their 179
women and children, still mere infants, crossed on a
dry road in the early dawn, it was otherwise with the
Egyptians. Under the north wihd the returning tide
was swept back, and hurled its lofty billows upon
them. The two sections of the sea rolled upon them
from either side, united and submerged them, horses,
chariots and all, with not even a torchbearer ¢ left to
announce to the people of Egypt the sudden disaster.
This great and marvellous work struck the Hebrews 180
with amazement, and, finding themselves unex-
pectedly victorious in a bloodless conflict, and seeing
their enemies, one and all, destroyed in a moment,
they set up two choirs, one of men and one of women,
on the beach, and sang hymns of thanksgiving to
God. Over these choirs Moses and his sister pre-
sided, and led the hymns, the former for the men
and the latter for the women.

XXXIII. ®*They set out from the sea coast, and 181
travelled for some time, no longer in any fear of
danger from the enemy. But after three days the
water failed, and thirst once more reduced them

indeed there are other accounts besides that given in L. & S.,
viz. that it properly applied to the priest in the Spartan
army who carried the sacred fire, which was not allowed to
go out. So apparently even in the Lxx Obadiah 18 oix éorac
wuppbpos T olkw 'Hoad.
® For §§ 181-187 see Ex. xv. 22-26,
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MOSES 1. 181-184

to despondency. Again they began to grumble
at their lot, as though nothing good had befallen
them hitherto. For, under the onset of the present
terror, we always lose sense of the pleasantness of
past blessings. Then they saw some springs and
ran to draw from them, full of joy, but in their ignor-
ance of the truth were deceived. For the water was
bitter, and, when they had tasted it, the disappoint-
ment broke them down. Their bodies were ex-
hausted and their souls dejected, not so much for
themselves as for their infant children, the sight of
whom, as they cried for something to drink, was
more than they could face without tears. Some of
the more thoughtless, men of feeble piety, even de-
nounced the past events as not having been intended
for their benefit, but rather to bring them into worse
misfortunes. It were better, they said, to die thrice,
not merely once, at the hands of encemies, than to
perish, or worse than perish, by thirst. To depart
from life swiftly and easily is, in the eyes of the wise,
the same thing as never dying, and death in the true
sense is that which comes slowly and painfully, whose
terrors appear not in the state of death, but only in
the process of dying. While they were
engaged in such lamentations, Moses again addressed
his supplications to God, that, knowing the weakness
of His creatures, and particularly of mankind, and the
necessities of the body, which depends on food, and
is tied to those stern mistresses, meat and drink, He
should pardon the despondent and also satisfy the
needs of all, not at some distant time but with a boon
bestowed promptly and swiftly, considering the in-
born short-sightedness of mortality, which desires that
assistance should be rendered quickly and at the
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MOSES 1. 185-189

moment. Hardly had he so prayed, when God sent 185
in advance the power of His grace, and, opening the
vigilant eye of the suppliant’s soul, bade him lift and
throw into the spring a tree which he shewed him,
possibly formed by nature to exercise a virtue which
had hitherto remained unknown, or possibly created
on this occasion for the service which it was destined
to perform. Moses did as he was bid, whereupon the 186
springs became sweet, and were converted into drink-
able water, so that no one could even guess that they
had originally been bitter, since no trace or tang re-
mained to remind one of its former badness. XXXIV,
When they had relieved their thirst with double 187
pleasure, since the unexpectedness of the event gave
a delight beyond the actual enjoyment, they filled
their water-vessels and then resumed their journey,
feeling as though they had risen from a banquet and
merry-making, and elated, with the intoxication not
of wine, but of the sober carousal which the piety of
the ruler who led them had invited them to enjoy.®

® They then arrived at a second halting-place, one 188
well wooded and well watered, called Elim, irrigated
by twelve springs beside which rose young palm-
trees, fine and luxuriant, to the number of seventy.
Anyone who has the gift of keen mental sight may
see in this clear signs and tokens of the national bless-
ings. For the nation has twelve tribes, each of 189
which, in virtue of its piety, will be represented by the
well which supplies piety in perennial streams and
noble actions unceasingly, while the heads of the
whole nation are seventy, who may properly be com-

8 Or more literally * the sober intoxication in which they
indulged having first been pledged ” etc.
® For §§ 188-190 see Ex. xv. 27 and ¢f. De Fuga 183 1f.
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MOSES 1. 189-192

pared to the palm, the noblest of trees, excellent both
in its appearance and in the fruit which it bears.
Also it has its life-giving principle, not, like the others,
buried in its roots, but mounted aloft, seated like a
heart in the very centre of the branches which stand
around to guard it as their very queen. Such, too,
is the nature of the mind of those who have tasted
of holiness. Such a mind has learned to gaze and
soar upwards, and, as it ever ranges the heights and
searches into divine beauties, it makes a mock of
earthly things, counting them to be but child’s-play,
and those to be truly matters for earnest care.
XXXV. @ After this nolong time had elapsed when
they were famished for want of food. It seemed as
though the forces of necessity were taking turns to
attack them. For those stern mistresses, hunger
and thirst, had parcelled out their inflictions and plied
them with these successively, with the result that
when one was relaxed the other was upon them.
This was most intolerable to the victims, since, often
when they thought they had got free of thirst, they
soon found the scourge of hunger waiting to take its
place. And the presence of the dearth was not their
only hardship ; there was also the despair of obtaining
provisions in the future. The sight of the deep, wide
desert, utterly barren of fruits, filled them with de-
spondency. All around there was nothing but rough,
broken rocks, or plains where the soil was full of salt,
or very stony mountains, or depths of sand stretching
upwards steep and high, and again no rivers, spring-
fed or winter torrent, no well, no tilth, no wood-
land of trees, either cultivated or wild, no living
creature either of the air or of the land, save reptiles

4 For §§ 191-208 see Ex. xvi,
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MOSES 1. 192-197

that vent poison for the destruction of mankind,
such as snakes and scorpions. Then, remembering
the teeming fertility of Egypt, and contrasting the
abundance of everything there with the lack of every-
thing here, they were roused to anger, and expressed
their feelings to each other in such words as these :
“ We left the country in the hope of freedom, and
yet we have no security even of life. Qur leader
promised us happiness; in actual fact, we are the
most miserable of men. What will be the end of this
long, interminable journey ? Every traveller by sea
or land has set before him some goal to come to,
market or harbour for the one, city or country for the
other; we alone have before us a pathless wilder-
ness, painful journeying, desperate straits. For, as
we proceed, there opens out before us, as it were, an
ocean, vast, deep, impassable, ever wider day by day.
He exhorted and puffed us up with his words, and
filled our ears with empty hopes, and then tortures
our bellies with hunger, not providing even the barest
nourishment. With the name of colonization he has
deceived this great multitude, and first carried us
from an inhabited to an uninhabited world, then led
us on to the grave along the road which brings life
to its end.”

XXXVI. Moses, when reviled in this way, was
indignant not so much at their denunciations of him-
self as at their instability of judgement. For, after
experiencing strange events outside the customary
without number, they should have ceased to be guided
by anything that is specious and plausible, but should
have put their trust in him of whose unfailing truth-
fulness they had received the clearest proofs. But,
on the other hand, when he considered the want of
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MOSES I. 197201

food, as great a misfortune as any that can befall
mankind, he forgave them, knowing that the multi-
tude by its very nature is an unstable thing, shaken
by the circumstances of the moment, which produce
oblivion of the past and despondency of the future.
So, while they were all thus overwhelmed by affliction, 198
and expecting the extreme misfortunes which they
believed to be close at hand, ready to attack them,
God, moved partly by the clemency and benevolence
to man which belongs to His nature, partly too by His
wish to honour the ruler whom He had appointed, and
still more to bring home to them the greatness of that
ruler’s piety and holiness as shewn in matters both
clear and obscure, took pity on them and healed their
sufferings. He, therefore, devised new and strange 199
forms of benefaction, that by clearer manifestations
they might now be schooled not to shew bitter resent-
ment if something did not at once turn out as they
would have it, but bear it patiently in expectation of
good to come. What, then, did happen? On the 200
morrow about daybreak, a great quantity of dew lay
deep around the whole camp, showered noiselessly by
God ; a strange, extraordinary rain, not water, nor
hail, nor snow, nor ice, such as are produced by the
changes in the clouds at the winter solstice, but of
grains exceedingly small and white, which, poured
down in a continuous flow, lay in heaps in front of the
tents. It was an incredible sight; and, in astonish-
ment thereat, they asked their leader, ** What is this
rain, which no man ever saw before, and for what
purpose has it come ? ”’  Moses, in answer, possessed 201
by divine inspiration, spoke these oracular words :
“ Mortals have the deep-soiled plainland given over
to them, which they cut into furrows with the plough,
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MOSES 1. 201-205

and there sow their seed, and perform the other tasks
of the husbandman, thus providing the yearly fruits,
and through them abundance of the necessaries of
life. But God has subject to Him not one portion
of the universe, but the whole world and its parts, to
minister as slaves to their master for every service
that He wills. So now it has seemed good to Him 202
that the air should bring food instead of water, for
the earth too often brings rain. What is the river of
Egypt, when every year it overflows and waters the
fields with its inroads, but a rainpour from beneath ? ”
This work of God was strange enough 203
even if it had stopped at this point, but actually there
were other facts still stronger enhancing its marvels.
For the men brought vessels from every quarter, and
collected the grains, some on their beasts, others in
burdens on their shoulders, thinking thus to store up
provisions to last for later use. But, as it turned out, 204
it was impossible to store or hoard them, since it was
God’s purpose to bestow gifts ever new. For when
they took a sufficient stock for their needs at the time,
they consumed it with pleasure, but anything they
left for the morrow they found did not keep, but
changed and stank and was full of such life as is
regularly bred in putrescence. This they naturally
threw away, but found other food prepared for them,
rained upon them with the dew every day.
A special distinction was given to the sacred seventh 205
day,® for, since it was not permitted to do anything
on that day, abstinence from works great or small
being expressly enjoined, and therefore they could
not then gather what was necessary, God rained a
double supply the day before, and bade them bring

@ ¢Bdouds here is used for é86uy 5 ¢f. Quis Rerum 170 and note.
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% The meaning is that the seventh day was known to be
the birthday of the world (¢f. De Op. 89), but the people had
lost count (see Mos. ii. 263). Philo probably noticed that
while it was hallowed in Gen. ii., no sign of observation of
it occurred in the narrative till this point. That the seventh
is the ‘““ birthday " rather than the sixth, because, though all
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MOSES 1. 205-209

in what would be sufficient for two days. And what
was thus collected kept sound, nor did any of it decay
at all as in the previous case. XXXVII.
There is something still more wonderful to be told. 20¢
During all that long period of forty years in which
they journeyed, the food required was supplied
according to the rules just mentioned, like rations
measured out to provide the allotment needed for
each. At the same time, they learned to date aright 207
the day of which they had dearly longed to have
knowledge.® For, long before, they had asked what
was the birthday of the world on which this universe
was completed, and to this question, which had been
passed down unsolved from generation to generation,
they now at long last found the answer, learnt not
only through divine pronouncements but by a per-
fectly certain proof. For, as we have said, while the
surplus of the downpour decayed on the other days,
on the day before the seventh it not only did not
change, but was actually supplied in double measure.
The method they employed with the 208
food was as follows: At dawn they collected what
fell, ground or crunched it and then boiled it, when
they found it a very pleasant form of food, like a
honey-cake, and felt no need of elaborate cookery.
But in fact, not long after, they were 209
well supplied with the means of luxurious living, since
God was pleased to provide to them abundantly, and
more than abundantly, in the wilderness all the viands
which are found in a rich and well-inhabited country.
For in the evenings a continuous cloud of quails
appeared from the sea and overshadowed the whole

was completed on the sixth, it was seen in its perfection on
the seventh, is stated in De Spec. Leg. ii. 59.
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¢ In § 209 Philo combines the account of the sending of
qualls in Ex. xvi. 18 with that in Num. xi. 31-33. There, as
in Philo, the quails come later than the manna, not, as in
Exodus, before. On the other hand he ignores the statement
n} Numbers, that the demand for flesh was punished with a

ague.

b For §§ 210-211 see Ex. xvii. 1-7 and Num. xx. 1-13.
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camp, flying close to the land,so as to be an easy prey.*
So they caught and dressed them, each according to
his tastes, and feasted on flesh of the most delicious
kind, thus obtaining the relish required to make their
food more palatable.

XXXVIII. *Though this supply of food never failed 210
and continued to be enjoyed in abundance, a serious
scarcity of water again occurred. Sore pressed by
this, their mood turned to desperation, whereupon
Moses, taking that sacred staff with which he accom-
plished the signs in Egypt, under inspiration smote
the steep ¢rock with it. It may be that the rock con- 211
tained originally a spring and now had its artery clean
severed, or perhaps that then for the first time a body
of water collected in it through hidden channels was
forced out by the impact. Whichever is the case, it
opened under the violence of the stream and spouted
out its contents, so that not only then did it provide
a remedy for their thirst but also abundance of drink
for a longer time for all these thousands. TFor they
filled all their water vessels, as they had done on the
former occasion, from the springs that were naturally
bitter but were changed and sweetened by God’s
directing care. If anyone disbelieves these 212
things, he neither knows God nor has ever sought
to know Him ; for if he did he would at once have
perceived—aye, perceived with a firm apprehension
—that these extraordinary and seemingly incredible
events are but child’s-play to God. He has but to
turn his eyes to things which are really great and

¢ The epithet is taken from the allusion to the story in
Deut. viii. 15. Philo has made use of it in Leg. All ii. 84,
and De Som. ii. 222. It might be translated *‘flinty” or

“hard,” as in E.V., but in both these cases Philo stresses
its connexion with 4«pos.
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e For §§ 214-219 see Ex. xvii. 8-16 (¢f. Deut. xxv. 17-19).
Philo ignores the part taken by Aaron and Hur in holding
up. Moses’ hands.

® Presumably this refers to the inhabitants of Canaan in

general, not specially to Amalek, whose defeat is described
in the sequel.
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worthy of his earnest contemplation, the creation of
heaven and the rhythmic movements of the planets
and fixed stars, the light that shines upon us from
the sun by day and from the moon by night, the
establishment of the earth in the very centre of the
universe, the vast expanses of continents and islands
and the numberless species of animals and plants,
and again the widespreading seas, the rushing rivers,
spring-fed and winter torrents, the fountains with
their perennial streams, some sending forth cold,
other warm, water, the air with its changes of every
sort, the yearly seasons with their well-marked diver-
sities and other beauties innumerable. He who 213
should wish to describe the several parts, or rather
any one of the cardinal parts of the universe, would
find life too short, even if his years were prolonged
beyond those of all other men. But these things,
though truly marvellous, are held in little account
because they are familiar. Not so with the unfamiliar;
though they be but small matters, we give way before
what appears so strange, and, drawn by their novelty,
regard them with amazement.

XXXIX. eAfter traversing a long and pathless 214
expanse, they came within sight of the confines of
habitable land, and the outlying districts of the country
in which they proposed to settle. This country was
occupied by Phoenicians.? Here they had thought
to find a life of peace and quiet, but their hopes
were disappointed. For the king who ruled there, 215
fearing pillage and rapine, called up the youth of
his cities and came to meet them, hoping to
bar their way, or, if that were not feasible and
they attempted violence, to discomfit them by force
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of arms, seeing that his men were unwearied and
fresh for the contest, while the others were ex-
hausted with much journeying and by the famine
and drought which had alternately attacked them.
Moses, learning from his scouts that the enemy was 216
not far distant, mustered his men of military age,
and, choosing as their general one of his lieutenants
named Joshua, hastened himself to take a more
important part in the fight.* Having purified him-
self according to the customary ritual, he ran with-
out delay to the neighbouring hill and besought
God to shield the Hebrews and give a triumphant
victory to the people whom He had saved from wars
and other troubles still more grievous than this,
dispersing not only the misfortunes with which men
had menaced them but also those so miraculously
brought about in Egypt by the upheaval of the
elements and by the continual dearth which beset
them in their journeying. But, when they were 217
about to engage in the fight, his hands were affected
in the most marvellous way. They became very
light and very heavy in turns, and, whenever they
were in the former condition and rose aloft, his
side of the combatants was strong and distinguished
itself the more by its valour, but whenever his hands
were weighed down the enemy prevailed. Thus,
by symbols, God shewed that earth and the lowest
regions of the universe were the portion assigned
as their own to the one party, and the ethereal,
the holiest region, to the other; and that, just as
heaven holds kingship in the universe and is superior
to earth, so this nation should be victorious over its
opponents in war. While, then, his hands became 218

@ Or perhaps * to gain the mightier alliance," 7.e. of God.
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MOSES 1. 218-222

successively lighter and weightier, like scales in the
balance, the fight, too, continued to be doubtful ; but,
when they suddenly lost all weight, the fingers
serving them as pinions, they were lifted on high
like the tribe that wings its way through the air, and
remained thus soaring until the Hebrews won an
undisputed victory and their enemies were slaught-
ered wholesale, thus justly suffering the punishment
which they wrongly strove to deal to others. Then, 219
too, Moses set up an altar, and called it from the
event ‘‘ Refuge of God,” ¢ and on this, with prayers of
thanksgiving, he offered sacrifices in celebration of
the victory.

XL. dAfter this battle he came to the conclusion 220
- that, since it was now the second year of their
travels, he ought to inspect the land in which the
nation proposed to settle. He wished them, instead
of arguing ignorantly in the usual way, to obtain a
good idea of the country by first-hand report, and
with this solid knowledge of the conditions to calcu-
late the proper course of action. He chose twelve 221
men corresponding to the number of the tribes, one
headman from each, selecting the most approved for
their high merit, in order that no part of the nation
might be set at variance with the others through
receiving either more or less than they, but all
might get to know through their chieftains the
conditions in which the inhabitants lived, as they
would do if the emissaries were willing to report the
full truth. When he had chosen them, he spoke as 222
follows: * The conflicts and dangers which we have
undergone and still endure, have for their prize
the lands which we hope to apportion, a hope which
we trust may not be disappointed, since the nation
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MOSES 1. 222226

which we are bringing to settle there is so populous.

To know the places, the men and their circum-
stances, is as useful as the ignorance of them is
mischievous. So we have appointed you that with 223
the aid of your sight and intelligence we may be
able to survey the state of the country. Become,
then, the ears and eyes of all this great multitude,

to give them a clear apprehension of what they
require to know. There are three things which we 224
desire to learn : the size and strength of the popu-
lation, whether the cities are favourably situated
and strongly built, or the contrary, and whether the
land has a deep, rich soil, well-adapted to produce
every kind of fruits from cornfields and orchards, or

on the other hand is thin and poor. Thus shall we
counter the number and power of the inhabitants
with equal forces, and the strength of their position
with machines and siege engines. Knowledge of the
fertility or unfertility of the land is also indispens-
able, for if it is poor it would be folly to court danger

to win it. Our arms and engines and all our power 225
consist solely in faith in God. Equipped with this,
we shall defy every terror. Faith is able to over-
power, and more than overpower, forces the most
invincible, in physique, courage, experience and
number, and by it we are supplied in the depths

of the desert with all that the rich resources of cities
can give. Now the season which has been found to be 226
best for testing the goodness of a land is spring,
which is now present ; for in springtime the different
crops come to their fullness and the fruit-trees begin

to shew their natural growth. Yet it might be better

to wait till summer is at its height, and bring back
fruits as samples of the wealth of the land.”
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MOSES 1. 227-230

XLI. When the spies heard this, they set out on
their errand, escorted by the whole multitude, who
feared that they might be taken and slain, thus
entailing two heavy misfortunes, the death of the
men who were as eyesight to their particular tribe,
and concerning the foe that lay ready to attack them
ignorance of the facts which it would be useful to
know. The men took with them scouts and guides
to the road, and followed behind them. And, when
they came near to their-destination, they quickly
ascended the highest of the mountains in the neigh-
bourhood and surveyed the country. Much of it
was plainland bearing barley, wheat and grass,
while the uplands were equally full of vines and
other trees, all of it well timbered and thickly over-
grown and intersected with springs and rivers which
gave it abundance of water, so that from the lowest
part to the summits the whole of the hill country,
particularly the ridges and the deep clefts, formed a
close texture of umbrageous trees. They observed
also that the cities were strongly fortified, in two
ways, through the favourable nature of their situa-
tion and the solidity of their walls. And, on scrutin-
izing the inhabitants, they saw that they were count-
less in number and giants of huge stature, or at
least giant-like in their physical superiority both
in size and strength. Having marked these things,
they stayed on to get a more accurate apprehension,
for first impressions are treacherous and only slowly
in time get the seal of reality. And, at the same
time, they were at palns to pluck some of the fruits
of the trees, not those in the first stage of hardening,
but fruits darkemng to ripeness, and thus have
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MOSES 1. 230234

something which would naturally keep in good
condition to exhibit to the whole multitude. They 231
were especially amazed by the fruit of the vine, for
the bunches were of huge size, stretching right
along the branches and shoots and presenting an
incredible spectacle. One, indeed, they cut off,
and carried it suspended from the middle part of
a beam, the ends of which were laid on two youths,
one in front and another behind, a fresh pair at
intervals relieving its predecessors, as they continu-
ally were wearied by the great weight of the burden.
On vital matters, the envoys were not
of one mind. XLII. Indeed, there were numberless 232
contentions among them, even during the journey
before they arrived back, though of a lighter kind,
as they did not wish that their disputes or conflicting
reports should produce faction in the mass of the
people. But, when they had returned, these con-
tentions became more severe. For, while one party, 233
by dilating upon the fortifications of the cities and
the great population of each and by magnifying
everything in their description, created fear in their
hearers, the others belittled the gravity of all that
they had seen, and bade them not be f};int-hearted
but persist in founding their settlement in the cer-
tainty that they would succeed without striking a
blow. No city, they said, could resist the combined
onset of so great a power, but would fall over-
whelmed by its weight. Both parties transmitted
the results of their own feelings to the souls of their
hearers, the unmanly their cowardice, the undis-
mayed their courage and hopefulness. But these 234
last numbered but a fifth part of the craven-hearted,
who were five times as many as the better spirited.

397



235

236

237

PHILO

mevranAdowor: 76 & JAiyov Odpoos drolulas év-
adavilerar mepiovala, 6 &) kal Tdre daoci ovu-
Bivar Tév yap Ta Bédriora Siefidvrwv Svoiv of
Tavavria ¢doxovres Oéka mepijoav ovTws, doTe
kal opmagay Smyydyovro Ty mAnliv ékelvwy pév
aMotpidoarrtes, €avrois 8 olkewwaduevor.

mept 8¢ Ths xdpas Tadrd wdvres dmedaivovro
'yva'),wr) wd 16 kdMos kal Tis mediddos wal Tis
dpewijs eKSm'yovp.evoc' “ai & Oderos”  edbis
aveBomoar “ yuiv a/\/\o'rpl,wv wyanv kol TabTa
medpovpnuévwy  kpaTard yewpl mpds TO dvog-
alpetov; "’ kal Tols Svalv émdpaudvres pikpod
katadedovow adTods 1doviy drofls Tod cuupépov-
705 Kol dmdTyv dMnbelas mporplvavres. é¢’ ols
6 Nyeuwv tyavdkrer rai dpua ndAaBeiro, wi T
OcijidaTov roartackify raxdv obrws éxbBiuws d-
moTobot Tols xpyopois: Smep ral eyévero TAV yap
kaTaokdmwy of pév detdol Séka Aowuddder Voo
Siadpleipovrar perd Tdv éx Tob TAjfovs cuvamo-
vonfévrwr, udvor § oi ovuPovledoavres dvo w)
Sppwdely dAX’ édicabar Tijs dmowkias éoddbnoav, ST
karamelels éyévovro Tols Aoylos, yépas éfalpeTov
Aofdvres 76 u) mapamodéafar.

XLIIL. Todr’ airiov éyévero Tob pn Oarrov
fkew els G dmkilovro yiv. Suvduevor yap Erel
devrépw perd Ty dm’ Alydmrov peravdorTacw Tds
év Zupia wéles rai Tas kdnpovylas vwéueobor,! Ty
dyovoav kol émitopov érTpamipevor 63ov émAd-
Lovro, SvoavamopevTovs kal paxpds avodias dAlas

1 Mss. ékvéueabar.

308
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Courage confined to few is lost to sight, when timidity
has the superiority of numbers: and that, we are
told, happened on this occasion; for the two who
gave a highly favourable account were so out-
weighed by the ten who said the opposite that the
latter brought over the whole multitude into dissent
from the others and agreement with themselves.
With regard to the country, they all 235

stated the same, unanimously extolling the beauty
of both the plain and hill country. ‘‘But of what
use to us,” at once cried out the people, * are good
things which belong to others, and moreover are
strongly guarded so that none can take them away ? ”
And they set upon the two, and nearly stoned them
in their preference of the pleasant-sounding to the
profitable, and of deceit to truth. This roused their 236
ruler’s indignation, who, at the same time, feared
lest some scourge should descend upon them from
God for their senseless disbelief in His utterances.
This actually happened. For the ten cowardly spies
perished in a pestilence with those of the people who
had shared their foolish despondency, while the two
who alone had advised them not to be terrified, but
hold to their plan of settlement, were saved, because
they had been obedient to the oracles, and received
the special privilege that they did not perish with
the others.

XLIII. This event was the reason why they did 237
not come sooner to the land where they proposed to
settle. For, though they could have occupied the
cities of Syria and their portions of land in the second
year after leaving Egypt, they turned away from the
road which led directly thither and wandered about,
travelling with difficulty, through long, pathless
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tracts, which appeared one after the other, bringing
endless weariness of soul and body, the punishment
they needs must endure for their great impiety.
For thirty-eight years in addition to the time already 238
spent, the span of a generation of human life, they
went wayworn up and down, tracing and retracing
the trackless wilds till at last in the fortieth year they
succeeded in reaching those boundaries of the country
to which they had come before. 4 Near the 239
entrances there dwelt, among others, some kinsfolk of
their own, who, they quite thought, would join in the
war against their neighbours and assist the new settle-
mentin every way, or, if they shrank from this, would
at the worst abstain from force and remain neutral.
For the ancestors of both nations, the Hebrews and 240
the inhabitants of the outlying districts, were two
brothers with the same father and mother, and twins
to boot. Both had become the parents of an in-
creasing family, and, as their descendants were by
no means unfruitful, both households had spread into
great and populous nations. One of these had clung
to the homeland, the other, as has been said, migrated
to Egypt on account of the famine, and was returning
after many years. The latter in spite of its long 241
separation maintained the tie of relationship, and
though it had to deal with men who retained none of
their ancestral customs, but had abandoned all the old
ways of communal life, considered that it was proper
for humane natures to pay some tribute of goodwill
to the name of kinship. The other, on the contrary, 242
had upset all that made for friendship. In its
customs and language, its policy and actions, it
shewed implacable enmity and kept alive the fire of
an ancestral feud. For the founder of the nation,
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MOSES 1. 242-245

after having of his own accord sold his birthright as
the elder to his brother, had later reclaimed what he
had surrendered, in violation of their agreement, and
‘had sought his blood, threatening him with death
if he did not make restitution; and this old feud
between two individual men was renewed by the
nation so many generations after. Now the 243
leader -of the Hebrews, Moses, though an attack
might have won him an uncontested victory, did not
feel justified in taking this course because of the
above-mentioned kinship. Instead, he merely asked
for the right of passage through the country, and
promised to carry out all that he agreed to do, not
to ravage any estate, not to carry off cattle or spoil
of any kind, to pay a price for water if drink were
scarce and for anything else which their wants caused
them to purchase. But they refused these very
peaceful overtures with all theirmight,and threatened
‘war if they found them overstepping their frontiers,
or even merely on the threshold. XLIV. The 244
Hebrews were incensed at the answer, and were now
starting to take up arms when Moses, standing where
he could be heard, said : ‘““ My men, your indigna-
tion is just and reasonable. We made friendly pro-
posals in the kindest spirit. In the malice of their
hearts, they have answered us with evil. But the 245
fact that they deserve to be punished for their
brutality does not make it right for us to proceed
to take vengeance on them. The honour of our
nation forbids it, and demands that here too we
should mark the contrast between our goodness and
their unworthiness by inquiring not only whether
some particular persons deserve to be punished, but
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MOSES 1. 245-250

also whether the punishment can properly be carried
out by us.” He then turned aside and led the 246
multitude by another way, since he saw that all
the roads of that country were barricaded by watches
set by those who had no cause to expect injury but
through envy and malice refused to grant a passage
along the direct road. This was the clearest proof 247
of the vexation which these persons felt at the nation’s
liberation, just as doubtless they rejoiced at the bitter
slavery which it endured in Egypt. For those who
are grieved at the welfare of their neighbours are
sure to enjoy their misfortunes, though they may
not confessit. Asithappened, the Hebrews, believing 248
that their feelings and wishes were the same as their
own, had communicated to them all their experiences,
painful and pleasant, and did not know that they were
far advanced in depravity and with their spiteful and
quarrelsome disposition were sure to mourn their
good fortune and take pleasure in the opposite.
But, when their malevolence was exposed, the 249
Hebrews were prevented from using force against
them by their commander, who displayed two of the
finest qualities—good sense, and at the same time
good feeling. Hissense was shown in guarding against
the possibility of disaster, his humanity in that on
kinsmen he had not even the will to take his revenge.
XLYV. ¢So, then, he passed by the cities of this 250
nation; but the king of the adjoining country
Chananes ? by name, having received a report from
his scouts that the host of wayfarers was at no great
distance, supposed that they were disorganized and
would be an easy conquest if he attacked them first.

b 1xx The Canaanite king Arad (or of Arad), E.V. the
Canaanite, the king of Arad.
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MOSES 1. 250-254

He, therefore, started with a strongly armed force
of such younger men as he had around him,
and by a rapid attack routed those who first
met him, unprepared as they were for battle;
and, having taken them captive, elated at the
unexpected success he advanced further, expect-
ing to overpower all the rest. But they, not 261
a whit daunted by the defeat of the vanguard,
but infused with courage greater even than before,
and eager to supply by their zealousness the
deficiency caused by the capture of their comrades,
worked upon each other not to be faint-hearted.
“ Let us be up and doing,” they cried. ‘“ We are
are now setting foot in the country. Let us shew
ourselves undismayed and possessed of the security
which courage gives. The end is often determined
by the beginning. Here, at the entrance of the
land, let us strike terror into the inhabitants, and
feel that ours is the wealth of their cities, theirs the
lack of necessities which we bring with us from the
desert and have given them in exchange.” While 252
they thus exhorted each other, they vowed to devote
to God the cities of the king and the citizens in each
as firstfruits of the land, and God, assenting to their
prayers, and inspiring courage into the Hebrews,
caused the army of the enemy to fall into their
hands. Having thus captured them by the might of 253
their assault, in fulfilment of their vows of thank-
offering, they took none of the spoil for themselves,
but dedicated the cities, men and treasures alike, and
marked the fact by naming the whole kingdom
“ Devoted.” TFor, just as every pious person gives 254
firstfruits of the year’s produce, whatever he reaps
from his own possessions, so too the whole nation set
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e For §§ 255-256 see Num. xxi, 16-18.
b ‘as we are told "’ (in the song).
¢ Phllo interprets the words *‘the rulers dug it” of the
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MOSES I. 254257

apart the kingdom which they took at the outset, and
thus gave a great slice of the great country into which
they were migrating as the firstfruits of their settle-
ment. For they judged it irreligious to distribute
the land until they had made a firstfruit offering of
the land and the cities.

XLVI. 2Shortly afterwards they also found a 255
spring of good water in a well situated on the borders
of the land. This supplied the whole multitude with
drink, and their spirits were enlivened thereby, as
though the draught were strong wine rather than
water. Intheir joy and gladness, the people of God’s
choice set up choirs around the well, and sang a new
song to the Deity, Who gave them the land as their
portion and had, in truth, led them in their migration.
They did so at this point because here, for the first
time, when they passed from the long expanse of
desert to set foot in a habitable land, and one which
they were to possess, they had found water in abund-
ance, and therefore they judged it fitting not to leave
the well uncelebrated. For, as they were told,? it had 266
been dug by the hands of no common men, but of
kings, whose ambition was not only to find the water
but so to build the well that the wealth lavished upon
it should shew the royal character of the work and
the sovereignty and lofty spirit of the builders.¢
Moses, rejoicing at the succession of unexpected 257
happinesses, proceeded further, after distributing
his younger men into vanguard and rearguard and
placing the old men, womenfolk and children in the
centre, so as to be protected by those on either side

act of finding the water, and ‘‘ kings hewed it ”* (é\aréunoav)
of building up the sides of the well. Cf. De Ebr. 113, where
the spiritual meaning of the song is given.
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MOSES 1. 257-262

if any enemy host should attack either in front or
behind.

XLVIIL @A few days after, he entered the land of 258
the Amorites, and sent ambassadors to the king,
Sihon by name, with the same demands as he had
made to his kinsman before. But Sihon not merely
answered the envoys insolently, and came nigh to
putting them to death, had he not been prevented
by the law of embassies, but also mustered his whole
army, and went to the attack thinking to win an
immediate victory. But, when he engaged, he per- 259
ceived that he had nountrained or unpractised fighters
to deal with, but men who were truly masters in war-
fare and invincible, men who had shortly before
performed many great feats of bravery and shown
themselves strong in body, mettlesome in spirit, and
lofty in virtue, and through these qualities had
captured their enemies with abundant ease, while
they left the spoil untouched in their eagerness to
dedicate the first prizes to God. So, too, on this 260
occasion, mightily fortified by the same resolutions
and armoury, they went out to meet the foe, taking
with them that irresistible ally, justice, whereby also
they became bolder in courage and champions full
of zeal. The proof of this was clearly shewn. No 261
second battle was needed, but this first fight was the
only one; and in-it the whole opposing force was
turned to flight, then overthrown and straightway °
annihilated in wholesale slaughter. Their cities 262
were at once both emptied and filled—emptied of
their old inhabitants, filled with the vietors. And,
in the same way, the farm-houses in the country
were deserted by the occupants, but received others
superior in every way.
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s For §§ 263-293, the story of Balaam, see Num. xxii.~xxiv.
Philo treats it in a curiously rationalistic way. The divinely
sent dreams of Balaam in ch. xxii. are said to be fictions of
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MOSES I. 263-266

XLVIII. *This war caused terrible alarm among all 263

the nations of Asia, particularly among those of the
adjoining territories, since the expectation of danger
was nearer. But one of the neighbouring kings,
named Balak, who had brought under his sway a
great and populous portion of the East, lost heart
before the contest began. As he had no mind to
meet the enemy face to face, and shrank from a war
of destruction waged freely and openly with arms,
he had recourse to augury and soothsaying, and
thought that, if the power of the Hebrews was in-
vincible in battle, he might be able to overthrow

it by imprecations of some kind. Now, there was 264

at that time a man living in Mesopotamia far-famed
as a soothsayer, who had learned the secrets of
that art in its every form, but was particularly
admired for his high proficiency in augury, so
great and incredible were the things which he had
revealed to many persons and on many occasions.

To some he had foretold rainstorms in summer, 265

to others drought and great heat in mid-winter,
to some barrenness to follow fertility, or again plenty
to follow dearth, to some rivers full or empty, ways
of dealing with pestilences, and other things without
number. In every one of these his reputation for
prediction made his name well known and was
advancing him to great fame, since the report of
him was continually spreading and reaching to every

part. To him Balak sent some of his courtiers, and 266

invited him to come, offering him gifts at once and
promising others to follow, at the same time ex-
plaining the purpose for which his presence was

his, and, though the appearance of the Angel to the ass is ad-
mitted, nothing is said of the animal speaking. See App.p.603.
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suppose that the word, which regularly applies to witty or
ironical talk, is extended to any kind of dissimulation. But
dxki§buevos, % feigning reluctance,” is easier.
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MOSES 1. 266-270

required. But the seer, actuated not by any honour-
able or sincere feelings, but rather by a wish to pose ¢
as a distinguished prophet whose custom was to
do nothing without the sanction of an oracle, de-
clined, saying that the Deity did not permit him
'to go. The envoys then returned to the king without 267
success, but others, selected from the more highly
reputed courtiers, were at once appointed for the
same purpose who brought more money and
promised more abundant gifts. Enticed by those 268
offers present and prospective, and in deference
to the dignity of the ambassadors, he gave way,
again dishonestly alleging a divine command. And
so on the morrow he made his preparations for
the journey, and talked of dreams in which he said
he had been beset by visions so clear that they
compelled him to stay no longer but follow the
envoys. ' XLIX. But, as he proceeded 269
there was given to him on the road an unmistakable
sign that the purpose which he was so eager to serve
was one of evil omen. For the beast on which he
happened to be riding, while proceeding along the
straight road, first came to a sudden stop, then, as 270
though someone opposite was thrusting it by force
or causing it to rear, it fell back? and then again
swerved to right and left and floundered hither and
thither unable to keep still, as though heady with
wine or drink; and, while repeatedly beaten, it
paid no regard to the blows, so that it almost

® The Greek is odd. L. & S. give oi dwd wédu as ‘ those
in the rear” and md méda xwpeiv=* recede,” ** decline’ (of
strength), but these are hardly parallels. On the other hand
éml rbda g)r wbdas) xwpelv is a recognized phrase for *re-
treat”” and should perhaps be read here.
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MOSES I. 270-275

threw its rider, and, even though he kept his seat,
caused him as much pain as he gave. For the 271
estates on either side had walls and hedges close by, so
that when the beast in its movements dashed against
these, the feet, knees and shins of its master were
crushed and lacerated by the pressure. It was 272
evidently a divine vision, whose haunting presence
had for a considerable time been seen by the terrified
animal, though invisible to the man, thus proving
his insensibility. For the unreasoning animal showed
a superior power of sight to him who claimed to see
not only the world but the world’s Maker. When, 273
at last, he did discern the angel standing in his way,
not because he was worthy of such a sight, but that
he might perceive his own baseness and nothingness,
he betook himself to prayers and supplications,
begging pardon for an error committed in ignorance
and not through voluntary intention. Yet even 274
then, when he should have returned, he asked of the
apparition whether he should retrace his steps home-
wards. But the angel perceived his dissimulation,
for why should he ask about a matter so evident,
which in itself provided its own demonstration and
needed no confirmation by word, as though ears
could be more truthful than eyes or speech than facts?
And so in displeasure he answered : “ Pursue your
journey. Your hurrying will avail you nought. I
shall prompt the needful words without your mind’s
consent, and direct your organs of speech as justice
and convenience require. I shall guide the reins of
speech, and, though you understand it not, employ
your tongue for each prophetic utterance.”

L. When the king heard that he was now near 275
at hand, he came forth with his guards to meet him.
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MOSES 1. 275-278

The interview naturally began with friendly greet-
ings, which were followed by a few words of censure
for his slowness and failing to come more readily.
Then came high feasting and sumptuous banquets,
and the other usual forms of provision for the recep-
tion of guests, each through the king’s ambition of
more magnificence and more imposing pomp than
the last. The next day at dawn Balak took the 276
prophet to a hill, where it chanced that in honour
of some deity a pillar ¢ had been set up which the
natives worshipped. From thence a part of the
Hebrew encampment was visible, which he shewed
as a watchman from his tower to the wizard. He 277
looked and said : ‘‘ King, do you build seven altars,
and sacrifice a calf and a ram on each, and I will go
aside and inquire of God what I should say.” He
.advanced outside, and straightway became possessed,
and there fell upon him the truly prophetic spirit
which banished utterly from his soul his art of
wizardry. For the craft of the sorcerer and the in-
spiration of the Holiest might not live together.
Then he returned, and, seeing the sacrifices and
the altars flaming, he spake these oracles as one
repeating the words which another had put into his
mouth. * From Mesopotamia hath Balak called me, 278
a far journey from the East, that he may avenge him
on the Hebrews through my cursing. But I, how
shall I curse them whom God hath not cursed ? 1
shall behold them with my eyes from the highest
mountains, and perceive them with my mind. But
I shall not be able to harm the people, which shall
dwell alone, not reckoned among other nations ; and

o So Lxx * Pillar of Baal.” E.V. * high places of Baal,”
xxii. 41. ’
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MOSES I. 278-281

that, not because their dwelling-place is set apart
and their land severed from others, but because
in virtue of the distinction of their peculiar customs
they do not mix with others to depart from the
ways of their fathers. Who has made accurate dis- 279
covery of how the sowing ¢ of their generation was
first made ? Their bodies have been moulded from
human seeds, but their souls are sprung from divine
seeds, and therefore their stock is akin to God.?
May my soul die to the life of the body ¢ that it
may be reckoned among the souls of the just, even
such as are the souls of these men.”

LI. Balak suffered tortures inwardly as he listened 280
to these words,and, when the speaker ceased, he could
not contain his passion. “‘ Are you not ashamed,’ he
cried, *‘ that, summoned to curse the enemy, you have
prayed for them ? It seems that all unconsciously
I was deceiving myself in treating you as a friend,
who were secretly ranged on the side of the enemy,
as has now become plain. Doubtless also your delay
in coming here was due to your secretly harbouring
a feeling of attachment to them and aversion for me
and mine. For, as the old saying goes, the certain
proves the uncertain.” The other, now liberated 281
from the possession, replied : ‘ I suffer under a most
unjust charge and calumny, for I say nothing that is

As there is nothing corresponding to this sentence in the
LXX, it may be assumed that this is a conscious quotation.

¢ The 1xx (v. 10) is dwofdvor % Yuxh ,u.oi? &v Yuxais dikalwy
Kkai yévoiro 1o omépua pot ws 76 owépua rovrwv, K.V, Let me
die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like
his.” Philo’s idea presumably is that the souls of the
righteous cannot die in the ordmary sense. For the con-
struction ¢f. De Qig. 14 yvxal . . . peNer@oar T0v pers swudrwy
dmofviokew Blov.
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1 See on De Abr. 20. Here as in De Decal. 148, the word

is fairly well suited to the context. The best Mss. have
érawwpricas, which does not seem altogether impossible, for

though no similar use of the compound verb is quoted, the

simple verb is found in this sense, ¢.g. aiwpeiv Tas dppls.

s Or “sounds and voices ' =kA\ydévas § 287. In Numbers
Balaam goes to “ meet the Lord,” but the account of his
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MOSES 1. 281-284

my own, but only what is prompted by God, and
this I do not say or you hear now for the first time,
but I said it before when you sent the ambassadors
to whom I gave the same answer.” But the king, 282
thinking either to deceive the seer or to move the
Deity and draw Him from His firm purpose by achange
of place, led the way to another spot, and from an
exceedingly high hill shewed the seer a part of the
enemy’s host. Then again he set up seven altars, and,
after sacrificing the same number of victims as before,
sent him away to seek good omens through birds or
voices.® In this solitude, he was suddenly possessed, 283
and, understanding nothing, his reason as it were
roaming, uttered these prophetic words which were
put into his mouth.? “ Arise, O King, and listen.
Lend me a ready ear. God cannot be deceived ¢ as
a man, nor as the son of man does He repent ¢ or fail
to abide by what He has once said. He will utter
nothing at all which shall not certainly be performed,
for His word is His deed. As for me, I was sum-
moned to bless, not to curse. There shall be no 284
trouble or labour among the Hebrews. Their God
is their shield for all to see, He Who also scattered
the fierce onset of the ills of Egypt, and brought up
all these myriads as a single man. Therefore, they
care nothing for omens and all the lore of the sooth-
sayer, because they trust in One Who is the ruler of

purpose given here might be justified from xxiv. 1 *“ he went
not, as at the other times, to meet with enchantments.”

® This is curiously expressed. We expect * returned and
uttered ”’ as in Num. xxiii. 17.

¢ So Lxx (dweprnfirar). L.V, “le” (xxiii. 19).

¢ Here Philo whether accidentally or not agrees with the
Hebrew against the 1xx, which has dredyfipar (*‘ be
threatened ).
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MOSES 1. 284-287

the world. 1 see the people rising up as a lion’s cub,
and exulting as a lion. He shall feast upon the prey,
and take for his drink the blood of the wounded, and,
when he has had his fill, he shall not betake himself
to slumber, but unsleeping sing the song of the
victorious.”

LII. Highly indignant at finding the soothsayer’s 285
powers thus unexpectedly hostile,* Balak said :
‘“ Sirrah, do not either curse or bless, for the silence
which avoids danger is better than words which dis-
please.” And, having said this, as though in the
inconstancy of his judgement he had forgotten what
he said, he led the seer away to another place from
which he shewed him a part of the Hebrew host and
begged him to curse them. Here the seer proved 286
himself to be even worse than the king ; for, though
he had met the charges brought against him solely
by the true plea that nothing which he said was his
own but the divinely inspired version of the prompt-
ings of another, and therefore ought to have ceased
to follow, and departed home, instead, he pressed
forward even more readily than his conductor, partly
because he was dominated by the worst of vices, con-
ceit, partly because in his heart he longed to curse,
even if he were prevented from doing so with his
voice. And, having arrived at a mountain higher 287
than those where he had stood before, and of
great extent, he bade them perform the same
sacrifice after again erecting seven altars, and
bringing fourteen victims, two for each altar, a
ram and a calf. But he himself did not go again, as
was to be expected, to seek for omens from birds or
voices, for he had conceived a great contempt for his
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{127]

¢ 1xx “The kingdom of Gog shall be exalted (E.V. his
king shall be higher than Agag) and his kingdom shall
be increased.”
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MOSES 1. 287-292

own art, feeling that, as a picture fades in the course
of years, its gift of happy conjecture had lost all
its brilliance. Besides, he at last realized that the
purpose of the king who had hired him was not in
harmony with the will of God. So, setting his face 288
to the wilderness, he looked upon the Hebrews
encamped in their tribes, and, astounded at their
number and order, which resembled a city rather
than a camp, he was filled with the spirit, and spoke
as follows : *‘ Thus saith the man who truly sees, who 289
in slumber saw the clear vision of God with the un-
sleeping eyes of the soul. How goodly are thy dwell-
ings, thou host of the Hebrews! Thy tents are as
shady dells, as a garden by the riverside, as a cedar
beside the waters. There shall come forth from you 290
one day a man and he shall rule over many nations,
and his kingdom spreading every day shall be exalted
on high.¢ This people, throughout its journey from
Egypt, has had God as its guide, Who leads the multi-
tude in a single column.? Therefore, it shall eat up 291
many nations of its enemies, and take all the fatness
of them right up to the marrow, and destroy its foes .
with its far-reaching bolts. It shall lie down and
rest as a lion, or a lion’s cub, full of scorn, fearing
none but putting fear in all others. Woe to him
who stirs up and rouses it. Worthy of benediction
are those who bless thee, worthy of cursing those
who curse thee.”

LIII. Greatly incensed by this, the king said : 292
“Thou wast summoned to curse the enemy, and hast

® Philo is evidently interpreting Num. xxiv. 8 @s 86¢a
povoképwros avrd, ‘‘ he has as it were the glory of the unicorn”
(R.V. “wild ox ). The mistake is strange, since the word

occurs frequently in the rxx, and even in the Pentateuch
(Deut. xxxiii. 17).
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295 LIV. ¢épe 8’ odv kal ras kadds adrod mapawéoets
éerdowper, s TerexmTevpévar mpos Spoloyov-
pévmy frrav Tdv del vikdv Suvauévwv.  €ldws yap
L3 7 ? eQ A < J4 ! A
EBpaiots ulav 068ov dAdoews mapavouiav, &id
Aayvelas wal drxolaclas, peyddov kaxod, mpos
peilov kardv, doéBeiav, dyew adrovs éomovdacev
296 ndovy Séleap mpobels. “eloi” yap elmev “al
éyxwpiot yuvaikes, & Paoed, Siadépovoar T
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4 §8 204-299 are based on Num. xxxi. 16, where the sin of
Israel is ascribed to the counsels of Balaam.
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now thrice invoked blessings on them. Tlee quickly,
for fierce is the passion of wrath, lest I be forced to
do thee some mischief. Most foolish of men, of what 293
a store of wealth and presents, of what fame and
glory, hast thou robbed thyself by thy madness.
Thou wilt return from the stranger’s land to thy own
with nothing good in thy hand, but with reproaches
"~ and deep disgrace, as all may see, having merely
brought such ridicule on the lore of the knowledge on
which thou didst pride thyself before.” ¢The other 294
replied : * All that has been said hitherto was oracles
from above. What I have now to say is suggestions
of my own designing.” And, taking him by the right
hand, he counselled him in strict privacy as to the
means by which, as far as might be, he should de-
fend himself against the army of the enemy. Hereby
he convicted himself of the utmost impiety ; for,
“ Why,” we might ask him, * do you put forth your
own personal counsels in opposition to the oracles
of God? That were to hold that your projects are
more powerful than the divine utterances.” LIV.
Well, then, let us examine these fine injunctions of 295
his, and see how they were contrived to gain an un-
questioned victory over the truths which have ever
the power to prevail. His advice was this. Know-
ing that the one way by which the Hebrews could
be overthrown was disobedience, he set himself to
lead them, through wantonness and licentiousness,
to impiety, through a great sin to a still greater,
and put before them the bait of pleasure. ‘‘You 296
have in your countrywomen, king,” he said, *‘ persons
of pre-eminent beauty. And there is nothing to
which a man more easily falls a captive than women’s
comeliness. If, then, you permit the fairest among
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606)\1]0‘1}9 peraoyely Tdv adTdV awovSwV Te Kal
voudy, ds dydAuact xai €odvois kal Tols Aovmois
dddpvpacw émredoduev.” & & dre caynvevlels
mdyais Tolvedéot, rkdMe kal oTwpvlias xep-
aywylus, oddév dvramdv, énpyrwvicuévos Tov
Aoytaudy, dBhos Smmpemicer Tols mpooTaTTopévors,
ava'ypaqSeLg Tod mwdfovs Sobros.”

LV. ‘0 ;Lev 87] ToladTa avveﬁov)\evev. o & ovK
dmo akomod vouioas elvar Ta /\ex@ewa, TOV KaTd.
,u,ocxwv véuov mapaxalviduevos Kou. ’TOUS émi qSﬂopa
Kzu 'n'opveL'a Kkewpévovs ave)\wv, ws et ,wr)Se ‘n')v
dpxnv éypddnoav, aveS'qv émurpémer Tals yuvaifi
Tas owhias mpds ods 4 av é0édwor moreiafac. 80-
Hew'ng 3¢ ddelas, 'r'r;v adnldv rév p,ebpamwv
e'n"r)'yov'ro moAY 'rrpo'repov 7'7‘71/ Scavmav av'rwv

A
dmardoar kai Tpémovoar Tals ‘)/O'I)TEL(ILS wpos
doéBeiav, éws vids Tol dpxiepéws Diveés émi Tols
ywopévois adddpa xademivas—dewdrarov yap adrd

% For §§ 300-304 see Num. xxv,
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them to prostitute themselves for hire, they will en-
snare the younger of their enemies. But you must 297
instruct them not to allow their wooers to enjoy
their charms at once. For coyness titillates, and
thereby makes the appetites more active, and in-
flames the passions. And, when their lust has them

in its grip, there is nothing which they will shrink
from doing or suffering. Then, when the lover is in 298
this condition, one of those who are arming to take
their prey should say, with a saucy air: ‘ You must
not be permitted to enjoy my favours until you have
left the ways of your fathers and become a convert

to honouring what I honour. That your conversion

is sincere will be clearly proved to me if you are
willing to take part in the libations and sacrifices
which we offer to idols of stone and wood and
the other images.” Then the lover, caught in the 299
meshes of her multiform lures, her beauty and the
enticements of her wheedling talk, will not gainsay
her, but, with his reason trussed and pinioned, will
subserve her orders to his sorrow, and be enrolled

as a slave of passion.”

LV. 2Such was his advice. And the king, thinking 300
that the proposal was good, ignoring the law against
adultery, and annulling those which prohibited seduc-
tion and fornication as though they had never been
enacted at all, permitted the women, without re-
striction, to have intercourse with whom they would.
Having thus received immunity, so greatly did they 301
mislead the minds of most of the young men, and
pervert them by their arts to impiety, that they soon ®
made a conquest of them. And this continued until
Phinehas, the son of the high priest, greatly angered

b Lit. *“ First greatly deceiving . . . they made a conquest.”
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éxrafaipovor dud ThHs TAV mpondiknrdTwy dmap-
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at what he saw, and horrified at the thought that his
people had at the same moment surrendered their
bodies to pleasure and their souls to lawlessness and
unholiness, shewed the young, gallant spirit which
befitted a man of true excellence. For, seeing one 302
of his race offering sacrifice and visiting a harlot, not
with his head bowed down towards the ground, nor
trying in the usual way to make a stealthy entrance
unobserved by the public, but flaunting his licentious-
ness boldly and shamelessly, and pluming himself
as though his conduct called for honour instead of
scorn,® he was filled with bitterness and righteous
anger, and attacking the pair whilst they still lay
together he slew both the lover and his concubine,
ripping up also her parts of generation because they
had served to receive the illicit seed. This example 303
being observed by some of those who were zealous
for continence and godliness they copied it at the
command of Moses, and massacred all their friends
and kinsfolk who had taken part in the rites of these
idols made by men’s hands. And thus they purged
the defilement of the nation, by relentlessly punish-
ing the actual sinners, while they spared the rest who
gave clear proof of their piety. To none of their
convicted blood-relations did they shew pity, or
mercifully condone their crimes, but held that their
slayers were free from guilt. And, therefore, they
kept in their own hand the act of vengeance, which
in the truest sense was laudable to its executors.
Twenty-four thousand, we are told, perished in one 304
day. And with them perished, at the same moment,
the common pollution which was defiling the whole .

¢ Cf. xxv. 6, ‘““in the sight of Moses, and all the con-
gregation.”
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1 mss., Umepopia.

¢ Philo understands the ‘‘ plague ” of xxv. 8, 9, LXX m\7y1,
to refer not to a pestilence sent by God, but to the slaughter
of the guilty. The mistake, if it is a mistake, is not un-
natural. Not only has the mention of the “plague” been
introduced so abruptly that probably something has been lost,
but the coupling of mewrhyyvig, referring to the slain woman,
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host.* When the purging was completed, Moses
sought how to give to the high priest’s son, who had
been the first to rush to the defence, such reward
as he deserved for his heroism. But he was fore-
stalled by God, Whose voice granted to Phinehas the
highest of blessings, peace—a gift which no human
being can bestow—and, besides peace, full possession
of the priesthood, a heritage to himself and his
family which none should take from them.?

LVI. ¢Since, now, their internal troubles were en-
tirely at an end, and, further, all those who were
suspected of desertion or treachery had perished, it
seemed to be a very suitable opportunity for waging
war against Balak who had both plotted and executed
mischief on so vast a scale. In the plotting he had
been served by the soothsayer, who, he hoped, would
be able by his curses to destroy the power of the
Hebrews ; in the execution by the licentiousness
and wantonness of the women, who had caused the
ruin of their paramours, of their bodies through lust,
of their souls through impiety. However, Moses did
not think well to employ his whole army, knowing
that over-large multitudes fall through their own
unwieldiness, and, at the same time, he thought it
was an advantage to have reserves to reinforce those
who bore the first brunt. He accordingly selected
the flower of his men of military age, one thousand
from each tribe, twelve thousand, that is, correspond-
ing to the number of the tribes, and chose as com-
mander-in-chief Phinehas, who had already given
with wA7v# in verse 18 (¢f. also vv. 14, 15), would lend itself
to his interpretation. See further App. pp. 603-604.

®* The rewards of Phinehas have been treated in their

allegorical sense, De Ebr. 75 f., De Post, 183 f., De Conf. 57.
¢ For §§ 305-318 see Num. xxxi.
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310
[180]

1 Mangey wished to read ovyxporotyrwyr, a very common
usage no doubt with wé\euor and the like, ¢f. ¢.g. De Abr. 29,
but in a somewhat different sense. Here the passive=

436



MOSES 1. 306-311

proof of his courage in that capacity; and after
favourable sacrifices he dispatched his armed men,
with words of encouragement to the following effect :

*‘ The contest before you is not to win dominion, nor 397
to appropriate the possessions of others, which is
the sole or principal object of other wars, but to
defend piety and holiness, from which our kinsfolk
and friends have been perverted by the enemies who
have indirectly caused their victims to perish miser-
ably. It would be absurd, then, if, after having 308
slain with our own hands those who transgressed
the law, we should spare the enemies who committed
the graver wrong ; if, after putting to death those
who learned the lesson of wrongdoing, we should
leave unpunished the teachers who forced them to

it, and are responsible for all they did or suffered.” .
LVII. So, braced by these exhortations, with the 309
native gallantry of their souls kindled to a flame,
they went forth to the contest as to certain victory
with indomitable resolution, and in the engagement
shewed such a wealth of strength and boldness, that
they made a slaughter of their opponents, and re-
turned themselves all safe and sound without a single
one killed or even wounded. Indeed, any spectator 310
who did not know the facts would have supposed
that they were returning not from a war or pitched
battle but from those military reviews and displays

of arms so frequently made in peace-time, which serve

as drilling and practising grounds, where training
for hostilities is carried on among friends. They 311
proceeded to destroy the cities utterly by demoli-
tion or fire, so that no one could have told that

“trained in” followed by the acc. of respect is more
appropriate.
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they had ever been inhabited. And, having carried
off prisoners more than they could count, they felt
justified in putting the men and women to death,
the former because these iniquitous designs and
actions had been begun by them, the women because
they had bewitched the younger Hebrews and thus
led them into licentiousness and impiety and finally
to death ; but to the boys who were quite young and
the maidens they shewed the mercy which their
tender age secured for them.

Having greatly enriched themselves with much 312
booty from the palaces and private houses, and also
from the country homesteads, since there was as
much to be got from the estates as from the cities,
they returned to the camp laden with all the wealth
obtained from their enemies. Moses praised the 313
general, Phinehas, and the combatants for their
exploits, and also because they had not rushed to
gain the prizes, nor thought of taking the spoil for
themselves alone, but put it into a common stock,
that those who had stayed behind in the tents might
have their share. But he gave orders that they
should stay outside the camp for some days, and
that the high priest should purge from bloodshed
those members of the united army who returned
after being actually engaged. For, though the 314
slaughter of enemies is lawful, yet one who kills a
man, even if he does so justly and in self-defence and
under compulsion, has something to answer for, in
view of the primal common kinship of mankind.
And therefore purification was needed for the slayers,
to absolve them from what was held to have been a
pollution. LVIII. However, after 315
a short time, he went on to distribute the spoil,
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MOSES 1. 315-318

giving half to the campaigners, who were a small
number compared with those who had remained in-
active, while the other half he gave to those who
had stayed in the camp. For he considered that it
was just to give them a part of the prizes, seeing
that their souls at least, if not their bodies, had
taken part in the conflict. For reserve troops are
not inferior in spirit to the actual fighters, but take
a second place only in time and because the first
place is preoccupied by others. And, now that the 316
few had taken more, because they were in the fore-
front of danger, and the many less, because they
had remained in the camp, he thought it necessary
to dedicate the firstfruits of all the spoil. So the
reserves contributed a fiftieth, and those who had
led the advance a five-hundredth. The offerings of
the latter class he ordered to be given to the high
priest, and those of the former class to the temple
servants, who were called Levites. But the com- 317
manders of hundreds and thousands, and the rest of
the company of officers who led the various divisions,?
voluntarily made a special offering of firstfruits in
acknowledgement of the preservation of themselves
and their fellow-combatants, and of the victory whose
glory no words could describe. These offerings were
all the golden ornaments which each of them obtained
from the spoil, and very costly vessels also made of
gold ; all of which Moses took, and, honouring the
piety of the donors, laid them up in the consecrated
tabernacle as a memorial of their thankfulness. Ad-
mirable indeed was the system of distributing the
firstfruits. The tribute of the non-combatants, who 318

8 More literally  captain of regiments and brigades.”
The “ taxiarch *’ is the higher of the two.
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MOSES 1. 318-322

hadshewnahalf-excellence by azealunaccompanied by
action, he assigned to the temple servants; that of the
fighters, who had hasarded bodies and souls, and thus
displayed a complete measure of manly worth, he
gave to the high priest, the president of the temple
servants, that of the commanders of divisions, being
the gift of captains, to the captain all, even God.

LIX. ¢ All these wars were fought and won without 319
crossing the river of the land, the Jordan, against
the inhabitants of the rich and deep-soiled country
on the outer side, where there was much expanse of
plain fit for growing corn and providing excellent
fodder for cattle. When the two cattle-breeding 320
tribes, who were a sixth part of the whole host, sur-
veyed this country, they besought Moses to let them
take their allotments there and settle down at once ;
for the region, they said, was very well suited to give
pasturage and grazing to cattle, being well supplied
with water and grassland and producing of itself
abundance of herbage for maintaining sheep. Moses, 321
however, considered that they were either claiming
to have precedence in the distribution and to take
their prizes before they were due, or else were shirk-
ing the wars which awaited them, where more kings,
whose possessions were situated on the inner side
of the river, were still lying ready to resist them.
Consequently, he was greatly incensed, and answered
them angrily in these words: * Are you, then, to 322
settle down here to enjoy an undeserved leisure and
idleness, leaving your kinsfolk and friends to the
agony of the wars which still remain ? And are the
prizes to be given to you alone, as though success
was complete, while battles and labours and tribula-

¢ Tfor §§ 319-333 see Num. xxxii,
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¢ Lit. “and is fitted to goodwill,” i.e. fitted to take part
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v The thought is taken from v. 23 (in Moses second
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MOSES 1. 323-327

tion and supreme dangers await the others? Nay, 323
it is not just that you should reap peace and its bless-
ings, while the others are struggling with wars and
countless ills, or that the whole should be a mere
appendage to the parts, whereas, on the contrary, it

is only on the merits of the whole that the parts are
held deserving of their portion. You have all equal 324
rights with us ; one race, the same fathers, one house,
the same customs, community of laws, and other
things innumerable, each of which strengthens the
tie of kinship and the harmony of goodwill.e Why, .-
then, when you have been adjudged an equal share

in the greatest and most vital matters, should you
seek an unfajr preference in the distribution, with
the arrogance which a ruler might shew to his sub-
jects or a master to his slaves? You ought, indeed, 325
to have learnt a lesson from the blows which others
have suffered ; for wise men do not wait till the
calamity is upon them. As itis, though your own kin
supplies you with examples of warning in your fathers
who inspected this land, and in the misfortune of
them and those who shared their craven-heartedness,

all of whom perished save two, though you should not

let your name be associated with any such as these,

so senseless are you that you follow after cowardice
and forget that it will make you an easier prey. And
you upset the ardent resolution of those who are fully
disposed to manliness, whose spirits you paralyse and
unnerve. Therefore, in hastening to sin, you will be 326
hastening to punishment also;? for it is the way of
justice to be slow to move, but, when it is once moved,

it overtakes and seizes the fugitives. When all the 327

speech). Lxx *you shall know your sin, when evils overtake
you.” E.V.*and be sure your sin will find you out.”
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MOSES I. 327-330

enemies are destroyed, and there is no prospect of
war still awaiting us ; when all the confederates have
on scrutiny been found guiltless of desertion from
the ranks or from the army, or of any other action
which is the sequel of defeat, but have proved their
constancy both of body and spirit from first to last ;
when finally the whole country has been cleared of
its former inhabitants, then will the prizes and re-
wards for valour be given to the tribes on equal
terms.”

LX. The two tribes listened to this admonition 328
meekly, as true-born sons to a very kindly father.
For they knew that he did not speak with an arrogance
founded on official authority, but out of solicitude
for them all and respect for justice and equality, and
that his detestation of evil was never meant to cast
reproach but always to bring those capable of im-
provement to a better mind. “ You are naturally
indignant,” they replied, ““ if you have got the idea
that we are eager to leave the confederacy and take
our portions before they are due. But you must 329
clearly understand that no form of virtuous conduct,
however toilsome it may be, alarms us. And by
virtuous conduct we understand that we should obey
you, great leader as you are, and be backward in no
danger, and take our place in all the coming cam-
paigns until the happy consummation is reached.
We will, therefore, as before, take our place in the 330
ranks, and cross Jordan with our full equipment, and
give none of our armed men any excuse to stay be-
hind ; but our sons who are mere children and our
daughters and our wives and our great stock of cattle

70 moombynpor <os dv> . . . wowovuevor (‘‘deeming to be’’)
would accord with the ordinary usage of the middle.
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MOSES I. 330-334

will be left behind, if you permit, after we have built
houses for the women and children and sheds for the
animals, since otherwise, caught before we return,
in a position unfortified and unprotected, they might
meet with disaster at the hands of raiders.”

Moses’ face was kindly and his tones milder, as he 331
replied as follows : ““ If you are true to your words,
the apportionments which you have asked shall re-
main secure to you. Leave your women and children
and cattle, as you demand, and cross the river your-
selves in your battalions with the rest, fully armed and
arrayed for the fight, ready to engage at once if
necessary. Later, when all the enemy are destroyed, 332
and, peace having been made, the victors divide the
land, you too will return to your people to enjoy the
good things that fall to your share and reap the fruits
of the lot that you have chosen.” When they heard 333
these promises from his lips, filled with joy and cour-
age, they settled their people and cattle safely in
positions strongly protected against assault, in most
cases by artificial fortifications. Then, taking up their
arms, they rushed to the field more eagerly than the
other confederates, as though they would wage the
war alone or at any rate be the first of all to enter
the conflict. For the acceptance of a gift beforehand
increases a man’s readiness to support his comrades.
He feels that he is not a free giver, but is repaying a
debt which he cannot escape.

We have now told the story of Moses’ actions in his 334
capacity of king. We must next deal with all that
he achievéd by his powers as high priest and legis-
lator, powers which he possessed as the most fitting
accompaniments of kingship.
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ON THE LIFE OF MOSES, BOOK II

I. The former treatise dealt with the birth and 1
nurture of Moses ; also with his education and career
as a ruler, in which capacity his conduct was not
merely blameless but highly praiseworthy ; also
with the works which he performed in Egypt and
during the journeys both at the Red Sea and in the
wilderness—works which no words can adequately
describe ; further, with the troubles which he suc-
cessfully surmounted, and with his partial distribu-
tion of territories to the combatants. The present
treatise is concerned with matters allied and conse-
‘quent to these. For it has been said, not without 2
good reason, that states can only make progress in
well-being if either kings are philosophers or philo-
sophers are kings.® But Moses will be found to
have displayed, and more than displayed, com-
bined in his single person, not only these two faculties
—the kingly and the philosophical—but also three
others, one of which is concerned with law-giving,
the second with the high priest’s office, and the last
with prophecy. On these three I have now elected 3
to write, being forced to the conviction that it is
fitting that they should be combined in the same
person. For Moses, through God’s providence,
became king and lawgiver and high priest and
prophet; and in each function he won the highest
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MOSES II. 3-7

place. But why it is fitting that they should all be
combined in the same person needs explanation.
It is a king’s duty to command what is right 4
and forbid what is wrong. But to command what
should be done and to forbid what should not be
done is the peculiar function of law; so that it
follows at once that the king is a living law, and the
law a just king.? But a king and lawgiver ought to 5
have under his purview not only human but divine
things ; for, without God’s directing care, the affairs
of kings and subjects cannot go aright. And there-
fore such as he needs the chief priest-hood, so that,
fortified with perfect rites and the perfect knowledge
of the service of God, he may ask that he and those
whom he rules may receive prevention of evil and
participation in good from the gracious Being Who
assents to prayers. For surely that Being will grant
fulfilment to prayers, seeing that He is kindly by
nature and deems worthy of His special favour those
who give Him genuine service. But, since 6
to this king, lawgiver and high priest who, though
possessed of so generous a heritage of fortune’s gifts,
is after all but a mortal creature, countless things
both human and divine are wrapped in obscurity,
Moses necessarily obtained prophecy also, in order
that through the providence of God he might discover
what by reasoning he could not grasp. For prophecy
finds its way to what the mind fails to reach. Beauti-
ful and all-harmonious is the union of these four
faculties ; for, intertwined and clinging to each
other, they move in rhythmic concord, mutually re-
ceiving and repaying benefits, and thus imitate the
virgin Graces whom an immutable law of nature for-
bids to be separated. And of them it may be justly
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MOSES II. 7-11

said, what is often said of the virtues, that to have
one is to have all.¢

II. First, we must speak of the legislative condi- 8
tion of mind. I know, indeed, that he who is to
obtain excellence as a legislator should possess all
the virtues fully and completely. But, since also in
households there are some very nearly and others
only distantly connected with the family, though
all are akin to each other, so too we must suppose
that some vir(sues are more closely associated with
some situations, while others have less affinity. The 9
legislative faculty has for its brothers and close kins-
folk these four in particular: love of humanity, of
justice, of goodness, and hatred of evil. Each of
these has its message of encouragement for everyone
who is inspired with a zeal for law-making. By love
of humanity he is bidden to produce for public use his
thoughts for the common weal ; by justice to honour
equality and to render to every man his due; by
love of goodness to approve of things naturally ex-
cellent, and to supply them without reserve to all
who are worthy of them for their unstinted use ; by
hatred of evil to spurn the dishonourers of virtue,
and frown upon them as the common enemies of the
human race. It is no small thing if it is given to any- 10
one to acquire even one of these—a marvel surely
that he should be able to grasp them all together.
And to this Moses alone appears to have attained,
who shews distinctly these aforesaid virtues in his
ordinances. They know this well who read the 11
sacred books, which, unless he was such as we have
said, he would never have composed under God’s
guidance and handed on for the use of those who
are worthy to use them, to be their fairest pos-
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MOSES II. 11-16

session, likenesses and copies of the patterns en-
shrined in the soul, as also are the laws set before us
in these books, which shew so clearly the said virtues.
III. That Moses himself was the best of all law- 12
givers in all countries, better in fact than any that
have ever arisen among either the Greeks or the
barbarians, and that his laws are most excellent and
truly come from God, since they omit nothing that is
needful, is shewn most clearly by the following proof.
Anyone who takes a considered view of the institu- 13
tions of other peoples will find that they have been
unsettled by numberless causes—wars, tyrannies or
other mishaps—which the revolutions of fortune have
launched upon them. Often, too, luxury, growing
to excess by lavish supplies of superfluities, has upset
the laws ; because the mass of people, being unable
to bear ““ good things in excess,” ¢ becomes surfeited
and consequently violent : and violence is the enemy
of law. But Moses is alone in this, that his laws, 14
firm, unshaken, immovable, stamped, as it were, with
the seals of nature herself, remain secure from the day
when they were first enacted to now, and we may
hope that they will remain for all future ages as
though immortal, so long as the sun and moon and
the whole heaven and universe exist. Thus, though 15
the nation has undergone so many changes, both to
increased prosperity and the reverse, nothing—not
even the smallest part of the ordinances—has been
disturbed ; because all have clearly paid high honour
to their venerable and godlike character. But that 16
which no famine nor pestilence nor war nor king nor
tyrant, no rebel assault of soul or body or passion
or vice, nor any other evil whether of God’s sending
or man’s making, could undo, must surely be precious
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MOSES II. 17-21

beyond what words can describe. 1v.
Yet, though it may be rightly thought a great 17
matter in itself that the laws should have been
guarded securely through all time, we have not
reached the true marvel. There is something surely
still more wonderful—even this : not only Jews but
almost every other people, particularly those which
take more account of virtue, have so far grown in
holiness as to value and honour our laws. In this
they have received a special distinction which belongs
to no other code. Here is the proof. Throughout 18
the world of Greeks and barbarians, there is practi-
cally no state which honours the institutions of any
other. Indeed, they can scarcely be said to retain
their own perpetually, as they adapt them to meet
the vicissitudes of times and circumstances. The 19
Athenians reject the customs and institutions of the
Lacedaemonians, and the Lacedaemonians those of
the Athenians ; nor, in the world of the barbarians,
do the Egyptians maintain the laws of the Scythians
nor the Scythians those of the Egyptians—nor, to put
it generally, Europeans those of Asiatics nor Asiatics
those of Europeans. We may fairly say that man-
kind from east to west, every country and nation and
state, shew aversion to foreign institutions, and think
that they will enhance the respect for their own by
shewing disrespect for those of other countries. It 20
is not so with ours. They attract and win the atten-
tion of all, of barbarians, of Greeks, of dwellers on the
mainland and islands, of nations of the east and the
west, of Europe and Asia, of the whole inhabited
world from end to end. For, who has not 21
shewn his high respect for that sacred seventh day,
by giving rest and relaxation from labour to himself
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MOSES II. 21-26

and his neighbours, freemen and slaves alike, and
beyond these to his beasts ? For the holiday ex- 22
tends also to every herd, and to all creatures made to
minister to man, who serve like slaves their natural
master. It extends also to every kind of trees and
plants ; for it is not permitted to cut any shoot or
branch, or even a leaf, or to pluck any fruit whatsoever.
All such are set at liberty on that day, and live as

it were in freedom, under the general edict that
proclaims that none should touch them.

Again, who does not every year shew awe and rever- 23
ence for the fast, as it is called,® which is kept more
strictly and solemnly than the ‘““holy month ' ? of
the Greeks? For in this last the untempered wine
flows freely, and the board is spread sumptuously,
and all manner of food and drink are lavishly pro-
vided, whereby the insatiable pleasures of the belly
are enhanced, and further cause the outburst of the
lusts that lie below it. But in our fast men may not 24
put food and drink to their lips, in order that with
pure hearts, untroubled and untrammelled by any
bodily passion, such as is the common outcome of
repletion, they may keep the holy-day, propitiating
the Father of All with fitting prayers, in which they
are wont to ask that their old sins may be forgiven
and new blessings gained and enjoyed.

V. That the sanctity of our legislation has been a 25
source of wonder not only to the Jews but also to all
other nations, is clear both from the facts already
mentioned and those which I proceed to state.¢ In 26
different Greek states, in which hostilities or legal processes
were forbidden.

¢ For the relation of this remarkable account (§§ 26-44) of
the making of the Septuagint to other traditions see
App. pp. 605-606.
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MOSES II. 26-30

ancient times the laws were written in the Chaldean
tongue, and remained in that form for many years,
without any change of language, so long as they had
not yet revealed their beauty to the rest of mankind.

But, in course of time, the daily, unbroken regularity 27

of practice exercised by those who observed them
brought them to the knowledge of others, and their
fame began to spread on every side. For things
excellent, even if they are beclouded for a short time
through envy, shine out again under the benign
operation of nature when their time comes. Then
it was that some people, thinking it a shame that the
laws should be found in one half only of the human
race, the barbarians, and denied altogether to the
Greeks, took steps to have them translated. In
view of the importance and public utility of the task,
it was referred not to private persons or magistrates,
who were very numerous, but to kings, and amongst

28

them to the king of highest repute. Ptolemy, sur- 29

named Philadelphus, was the third in succession to
Alexander, the conqueror of Egypt. In all the quali-
ties which make a good ruler, he excelled not only
his contemporaries, but all who have arisen in the
past; and even till to-day, after so many genera-
tions, his praises are sung for the many evidences and
monuments of his greatness of mind which he left
behind him in different cities and countries, so that,
even now, acts of more than ordinary munificence
or buildings on a specially great scale are proverbially
called Philadelphian after him. To put it shortly,
as the house of the Ptolemies was highly distin-
guished, compared with other dynasties, so was
Philadelphus among the Ptolemies. The creditable
achievements of this one man almost outnumbered
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those of all the others put together, and, as the head
takes the highest place in the living body, so he may
be said to head the kings. : V1. This great 31
man, having conceived an ardent affection for our
laws, determined to have the Chaldean translated
into Greek, and at once dispatched envoys to the
high priest and king of Judaea, both offices being
held by the same person, explaining his wishes and
urging him to choose by merit persons to make a full
rendering of the Law into Greek. The high priest 32
was naturally pleased, and, thinking that God’s
guiding care must have led the king to busy himself
in such an undertaking, sought out such Hebrews
as he had of the highest reputation, who had received
an education in Greek as well as in their native lore,
and joyfully sent them to Ptolemy. When they 33
arrived, they were offered hospitality, and, having
been sumptuously entertained, requited their enter-
tainer with a feast of words full of wit and weight.
For he tested the wisdom of each by propounding
for discussion new instead of the ordinary questions,
which problems they solved with happy and well-
pointed answers in the form of apophthegms, as the
occasion did not allow of lengthy speaking.

After standing this test, they at once began to fulfil 34
the duties of their high errand. Reflecting how great
an undertaking it was to make a full version of the
laws given by the Voice of God, where they could not
add or take away or transfer anything, but must keep
the original form and shape, they proceeded to look
for the most open and unoccupied @ spot in the neigh-
bourhood outside the city. For, within the walls,
it was full of every kind of living creatures, and

@ Or *“ the most cleanly,” but see on § 72.
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Qv mpéyTov Tis 'yeveaews‘ ep.eMov Lepo¢awnaew—
KogpomoLio. yap 1) TOV vépuwy GGTLV apxf—; Ka@awep
&vlovoidvres mpoedriTevor odk dAXa dMoi, Ta &
adtd mdvres ovdéuata kal piuaTa, Gomep Vmo-
BoXéws éxdoTois dopdTws évnxodvros.  kalrol Tis
odk oldev, 67 mdoa pev Siddextos, 1) & ‘EXnrucy
dwapepdvrws, SvopdTwy mloutel, kal TadTov év-
Gdunua oldv Te peradpdlovra kal mapadpdlovra
oxnpotioar moMayds, dAore dMas édapudlovra

@ For Philo’s use of évnxeiv see note on De Mut 57.

® Or “ by paraphrasing more or less freely.”” The general
distinction between uerdgpaces and  mapdppaois is that the
former sticks more closely than the latter to the material on
which it is exercised. See Ernesti, Lex, tech. s.v. perdgpacts.
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MOSES II. 34-38

consequently the prevalence of diseases and deaths,
and the impure conduct of the healthy inhabitants,
made them suspicious of it. In front of Alexandria 35
lies the island of Pharos, stretching with its narrow
strip of land towards the city, and enclosed by a
sea not deep but mostly consisting of shoals, so that
the loud din and booming of the surging waves
grows faint through the long distance before it
reaches the land. Judging this to be the most suit- 36
able place in the district, where they might find
peace and tranquillity and the soul could commune
with the laws with none to disturb its privacy, they
fixed their abode there; and, taking the sacred
books, stretched them out towards heaven with the
hands that held them, asking of God that they might
not fail in their purpose. And He assented to their
prayers, to the end that the greater part, or even
the whole, of the human race might be profited and
led to a better life by continuing to observe such
wise and truly admirable ordinances.

VII. Sitting here in seclusion with none present save 37
the elements of nature, earth, water, air, heaven,
the genesis of which was to be the first theme of
their sacred revelation, for the laws begin with the
story of the world’s creation, they became as it were
possessed, and, under inspiration, wrote, not each
several scribe something different, but the same
word for word, as though dictated® to each by an
invisible prompter. Yet who does not know that 38
every language, and Greek especially, abounds in
terms, and that the same thought can be put in
many shapes by changing single words and whole
phrases ® and suiting the expression to the occasion ?
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MOSES II. 38-43

This was not the case, we are told, with this law
of ours, but the Greek words used corresponded liter-
ally® with the Chaldean, exactly suited to the things
they indicated. TFor, just as in geometry and logic, 39
so it seems to me, the sense indicated does not admit
of variety in the expression which remains unchanged

in its original form, so these writers, as it clearly
appears, arrived at a wording which corresponded
with the matter, and alone, or better than any
other, would bring out clearly what was meant.
The clearest proof of this is that, if Chaldeans have 40
learned Greek, or Greeks Chaldean, and read both
versions, the Chaldean and the translation, they
regard them with awe and reverence as sisters, or -
rather one and the same, both in matter and words,
and speak of the authors not as translators but as
prophets and priests of the mysteries, whose sin-
cerity and singleness of thought has enabled them
to go hand in hand with the purest of spirits, the
spirit of Moses. Therefore, even to the 41
present day, there is held every year a feast and
general assembly in the island of Pharos, whither
not only Jews but multitudes of others cross the
water, both to do honour to the place in which the
light of that version first shone out, and also to
thank God for the good gift so old yet ever young.
But, after the prayers and thanksgivings, some 42
fixing tents on the seaside and others reclining on
the sandy beach in the open air feast with their
relations and friends, counting that shore for the
time a more magnificent lodging than the fine
mansions in the royal precincts. Thus the laws are 43
shewn to be desirable and precious in the eyes of all,

@ See App. p. 606.
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¢ Though of course genealogies play a gredt part in the
Pentateuch, yeveahoyicés if used in the strict sense is a very
inadequate term to describe the historical part of the books,
as distinct from the creation story. The wider sense, as
given in the iranslation, appears to have been in use in the
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MOSES II. 43-48

ordinary citizens and rulers alike, and that too though
our nation has not prospered for many a year. It
is but natural that when people are not flourishing
their belongings to some degree are under a cloud.
But, if a fresh start should be made to brighter 44
prospects, how great a change for the better might
we expect to see ! I believe that each nation would
abandon its peculiar ways, and, throwing overboard
their ancestral customs, turn to honouring our laws
alone. For, when the brightness of their shining is
accompanied by national prosperity, it will darken the
light of the others as the risen sun darkens the stars.
VIII. The above is sufficient in itself as a high com- 45
mendation to the lawgiver; but there is another still
greater contained in the sacred books themselves,
and to these we must now turn to shew the great
qualities of the writer. They consist of two parts : 46
one the historical, the other concerned with com-
mands and prohibitions, and of this we will speak
later, after first treating fully what comes first in
order. One division of the historical side deals with 47
the creation of the world, the other with particular
persons,® and this last partly with the punishment of
the impious, partly with the honouring of the just.
We must now give the reason why he began his law-
book with the history, and put the commands and
prohibitions in the second place. He did not, like 48
any historian, make it his business to leave behind
for posterity records of ancient deeds for the pleasant
but unimproving entertainment which they give;
but, in relating the history of early times, and going
for its beginning right to the creation of the universe,

rammatical schools, whose language Philo often adopts.
or the evidence for this see App. p.606.
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¢ Compare the beginning of De Op., especially § 3.

b The allusion is, of course, primarily to Plato’s Laws and
Republic. Perhaps also to Zeno, whose ITo\rela is said to
have been written in opposition to Plato’s (S.V.F. i. 260,

472



MOSES II. 48-51

he wished to shew two most essential things: first
that the Father and Maker of the world was in the
truest sense also its Lawgiver, secondly that he who
would observe the laws will accept gladly the duty
of following nature and live in accordance with the
ordering of the universe, so that his deeds are attuned
to harmony with his words and his words with his
deeds.e IX. Now, other legislators are divided into 49
those who set out by ordering what should or should
not be done, and laying down penalties for dis-
obedience, and those who, thinking themselves
superior, did not begin with this, but first founded
and established their state as they conceived it, and
then, by framing laws, attached to it the constitution
which they thought most agreeable and suitable to
the form in which they had foundedit.>? But Moses, 50
thinking that the former course, namely issuing
orders without words of exhortation, as though to
slaves instead of free men, savoured of tyranny and
despotism, as indeed it did, and that the second,
though aptly conceived, was evidently not entirely
satisfactory in the judgement of all, took a different
line in both departments. In his commands and 51
prohibitions he suggests and admonishes rather than
commands, and the very numerous and necessary
instructions which he essays to give are accompanied
by forewords and after-words, in order to exhort
rather than to enforce. Again, he considered that
to begin his writings with the foundation of a man-
made city was below the dignity of the laws, and,
surveying the greatness and beauty of the whole

¢f. 262). Aristotle’s Politics hardly fits the case. Josephus,
Apion ii. 222, makes the same point, but adds that passing
over the other philosophers he will only name Plato.
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MOSES II. 51-58

code with the accurate discernment of his mind’s
eye, and thinking it too good and godlike to be
confined within any earthly walls, he inserted the
story of the genesis of the “ Great City,” holding
that the laws were the most faithful picture of the
world-polity. X. Thus whoever will care- 52
fully examine the nature of the particular enactments
will find that they seek to attain to the harmony of
the universe and are in agreement with the principles
of eternal nature. Therefore all those to whom God 53
thought fit to grant abundance of the good gifts of
bodily well-being and of good fortune in the shape
of wealth and other externals—who then rebelled
against virtue, and, freely and intentionally under
no compulsion, practised knavery, injustice and the
other vices, thinking to gain much by losing all, were
counted, Moses tells us, as enemies not of men but
of the whole heaven and universe, and suffered not
the ordinary, but strange and unexampled punish-
ments wrought by the might of justice, the hater
of evil and assessor of God. For the most forceful
elements of the universe, fire and water, fell upon
them, so that, as the times revolved, some perished
by deluge, others were consumed by conflagration.®
The seas lifted up their waters, and the rivers, spring- 54
fed and winter torrents, rose on high and flooded and
swept away all the cities of the plain, while the con-
tinuous and ceaseless streams of rain by night and
day did the same for the cities of the uplands. At a 55
later time, when the race sprung from the remnant
had again increased and become very populous, since
the descendants did not take the fate of their fore-
fathers as a lesson in wisdom, but turned to deeds

@ See note on De Abr. 1.
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MOSES II. 55-59

of licence and followed eagerly still more grievous
practices, He determined to destroy them with fire.
Then, as the oracles declare, the lightnings poured 56
from heaven and consumed the impious and their
cities, and to the present day the memorials to the
awful disaster are shewn in Syria, ruins and cinders
and brimstone and smoke, and the dusky flame
still arises as though fire were smouldering within.

But while in these disasters the impious were 57
chastised with the said punishments, it was also the
case that those who stood out in excellence of con-
duct fared well and received the rewards which their
virtue deserved. While the rush of the flaming 58
thunderbolts consumed the whole land, and the in-
habitants to boot, one man alone, an immigrant, was
saved by God’s protecting care, because he had shewn
no liking for any of the misdeeds of the country,
though immigrants, to secure themselves, usually
shew respect for the customs of their hosts, knowing
that disrespect for these entails danger at the hands
of the original inhabitants. Yet he did not reach
the summit of wisdom, nor was it because of the
perfection of his nature that he was deemed worthy
of this great privilege, but because he alone
did not fall in with the multitude, when they
turned aside to licentious living and fed every
pleasure and every lust with lavish supplies of fuel
like a flame when the brushwood is piled upon it.

XI. So, too, in the great deluge when 59
all but the whole human race perished, one house,
we are told, suffered no harm because the most
venerable member and head of the household had
committed no deliberate wrong. The manner of his
preservation is a story worth recording, both as a
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1 Cohn somewhat arbitrarily declares xaraMayhw rapdy
corrupt and suggests karaywyiy yevdv. The translation does
perhaps require an unusual sense for karaA\ay4. If this is
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MOSES II. 60-63

marvel and as a means of edification. Being judged 60
a fit person not only to be exempted from the common
fate, but also to be himself the beginner of a second
generation of mankind, by God’s commands en-
joined by the oracular voice, he built a huge structure
of wood, three hundred cubits in length, fifty in
breadth and thirty in height. Inside this, he framed
a series of rooms, on the ground floor and second,
third and fourth stories. Then, having laid up pro-
visions, he introduced a male and female specimen
of every kind of living creature both of the land
and the air, thus reserving seeds in expectation
of the better times @ that were once more to come.
For he knew that the nature of God was gracious, 61
and that, though the individuals perished, the race
would be preserved indestructible because of its
likeness to Himself, and that nothing whose being
He had willed would ever be brought to nought.
XIIL In consequence, all the creatures obeyed him,
and the erstwhile savage grew gentle, and in
their new tameness followed him as a flock follows
its leader. When they had all entered, anyone 62
who surveyed the crew might fairly have said
that it was a miniature of earth in its entirety, com-
prising the races of living creatures, of which the
world had carried before innumerable specimens,
and perhaps would carry them again. What he had 63
surmised came to pass not long afterwards, for the
trouble abated, and the force of the deluge diminished
every day, as the rain ceased and the water that had

¢ Lit. “for change brought about by (or ‘into’) the
seasons,’’ etc. See note 1.

fatal, I should suggest mpds <karaBoAiwd kar’ dNhayiw xatpdv,
i.e. “‘ to be sown when the times change.”
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MOSES II. 63-66

covered every land partly disappeared under the heat
of the sun, partly subsided into the beds of water
torrents and into chasms and the other hollows in the
earth. For, as though by God’s command, every
form of nature, sea, springs and rivers, received back
what it had lent as a debt which must be repaid ; for
each stream subsided into its proper place. But 64
when the sublunary world had been purged, when
earth rising from its ablutions shewed itself renewed
with the likeness which we may suppose it to have
worn when originally it was created with the universe,
there issued from the wooden structure himself and
his wife and his sons and his sons’ wives, and with
the household, moving like a herd, the various animals
which had been assembled there came forth to beget
and reproduce their kind. These are the 65
guerdons and the prizes of the good, by which not
only they themselves and their families won safety
and escaped the greatest dangers, which, with the
wild uprising of the elements as their weapon, stood
menacingly over all and everywhere, but also became
leaders of the regeneration, inaugurators of a second
cycle, spared as embers to rekindle mankind, that
highest form of life, which has received dominion
over everything whatsoever upon earth, born to
be the likeness of God’s power and image of His
nature, the visible of the Invisible, the created of
the Eternal.s

* * * * »

XIII. We have now fully treated of two sides of 66
the life of Moses, the royal and the legislative. We
must proceed to give account of the third, which
concerns his priesthood. The chief and most
essential quality required by a priest is piety, and
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MOSES II. 66-70

this he practised in a very high degree, and at the
same time made use of his great natural gifts.
In these, philosophy found a good soil, which she
improved still further by the admirable truths which
she brought before his eyes, nor did she cease until
the fruits of virtue shewn in word and deed were
brought to perfection. Thus he came to love God 67
and be loved by Him as have been few others. A
heaven-sent rapture inspired him, so markedly did he
honour the Ruler of the All and was honoured in
return by Him. An honour well-becoming the wise
is to serve the Being Who truly 1s, and the service
of God is ever the business of the priesthood. This
privilege, a blessing which nothing in the world can
surpass, was given to him as his due, and oracles
instructed him in all that pertains to rites of worship
and the sacred tasks of his ministry. XIV. But first 68
he had to be clean, as in soul so also in body, to have
no dealings with any passion, purifying himself from
all the calls of mortal nature, food and drink and
intercourse with women. This last he had disdained 69
for many a day, almost from the time when, possessed
by the spirit, he entered on his work as prophet,
since he held it fitting to hold himself always in
readiness to receive the oracular messages. As for
eating and drinking, he had no thought of them
for forty successive days, doubtless because he had
the better food of contemplation, through whose in-
spiration, sent from heaven above, he grew in grace,
first of mind, then of body also through the soul, and
in both so advanced in strength and well-being that
those who saw him afterwards could not believe
their eyes. For we read that by God’s command 70
he ascended an inaccessible and pathless mountain,
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¢ See Ex. xxiv. 18, xxxiv. 28 ff.
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MOSES II. 70-74

the highest and most sacred in the region, and re-
mained for the period named, taking nothing that is
needed to satisfy the requirements of bare sustenance.
Then, after the said forty days had passed, he de-
scended with a countenance far more beautiful than
when he ascended, so that those who saw him were
filled with awe and amazement; nor even could
their eyes continue to stand the dazzling brightness
that flashed from him like the rays of the sun.®

XV. While he was still staying on the mount, he was 71
being instructed in all the mysteries of his priestly
duties : and first in those which stood first in order,
namely the building and furnishing of the sanctuary.
Now, if they had already occupied the land into which 72
they were removing, they would necessarily have had
to erect a magnificent temple on the most open and
conspicuous site,? with costly stones for its material,
and build great walls around it, with plenty of houses
for the attendants, and call the place the holy city.
But, as they were still wandering in the desert and 73
had as yet no settled habitation, it suited them to have
a portable sanctuary,so that during their journeys and
encampment they might bring their sacrifices to it
and perform all their other religious duties, not lack-
ing anything which dwellers in cities should have.
It was detelmmed,@erefore to fashion a tabernacle, 74
a work of the highest sanctity, the construction of
which was set forth to Moses on the mount by divine
pronouncements. He saw with the soul’s eye the
immaterial forms of the material objects about to be

® Mangey * augustissima sede,” the German translation

 geweihter Stitte,” but the sense given above seems more
probable. Cf. §§ 34 and 214, also In Flaccum 122 éni rovs
mAnolor alyiolols dpuwotvrar kdv T kabapwrdTy oTdvTes
dveBéyaav.
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MOSES II. 74-79

made, and these forms had to be reproduced in copies
perceived by the senses, taken from the original
draught, so to speak, and from patterns conceived
in the mind. For it was fitting that the construction 75
of the sanctuary should be committed to him who was
truly high priest, in order that his performance of
the rites belonging to his sacred office might be in
more than full accordance and harmony with the
fabric. XVI. So the shape of the model was stamped 76
upon the mind of the prophet, a secretly painted or
moulded prototype, produced by immaterial and in-
visible forms ; and then the resulting work was built
in accordance with that shape by the artist impressing
the stampings upon the material substances required
in each case. ¢The actual construction was as follows. 77
Forty-eight pillars ® of the most durable cedar wood,
hewn out of the finest trunks, were encased in a deep
layer of gold, and each of these had two silver bases ¢
set to support it and a golden capital fixed on the top.
For the length of the building, the craftsman put 78
forty pillars, half of them—that is a row of twenty—
on each side, with no interval left between them, but
each joined and fitted on to the next, so as to present
the appearance of a single wall. For the breadth he
set right inside the remaining eight, six in the central
space and two in the corners on either side of the
centre, one on the right and one on the left ; also four
others at the entrance, like the rest in everything else,
except that they had one base instead of the two of
the pillars opposite, and after these, at the very out-
side, five, differing only in their bases, which were of
brass. Thus the whole number of pillars visible in 79
the tabernacle, leaving out the two in the corners,

o Or ““sockets.”
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¢ See App. pp. 607-608, and for wavreleia note on De
Abr. 244.

b j.e. 50=3%+4%2+5% and 8, 4, 5 are the sides of the
primary form of the right-angled triangle, which in De Op. 97
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MOSES II. 79-83

hidden from view, amounted to fifty-five, that is to
the sum of successive numbers from one to the
supremely perfect ten.® But if you choose to exclude 80
the five in the propylaeum adjoining the open-air
space which he has called the court, there will be
left the most sacred number, fifty, the square of the
sides of the right-angled triangle, the original source
from which the universe springs.? This fifty is
obtained by adding together the inside pillars, namely
the forty made up by the twenties on each side, then
the six in the middle, leaving out the two hidden away
in the corners, and then the four opposite which sup-
port the veil. I will now give my reason for first 81
counting the five with the fifty and then separately.
Five is the number of the senses, and sense in man-
kind inclines on one side to things external, while on
the otherits trend is towards mind, whose handmaiden
itis by the laws of nature. And therefore he assigned
the position on the border to the five pillars, for what
lies inside them verges on the inmost sanctuary of the
tabernacle, which symbolically represents the realm
of mind, while what lies outside them verges on the
open-air space and court which represent the realm
of sense. And therefore the five differ from the rest 82
also in their bases which are of brass. Since the mind
is head and ruler of the sense-faculty in us, and the
world which sense apprehends is the extremity and,
as it were, the base of mind, he symbolized the mind
by the gold and the sense-objects by the brass. The 83
dimensions of the pillars were as follows : the height,

is said to be the exnudrwy kal moworirwy dpxn. The virtues of
fifty are described more fully in De Spec. Leg. ii. 176, when
it is said to be crouxetwdésraror kal wpesBiTaTov TGV év ovolais
weplapuBavouévwy,
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1 Or perhaps read 7o ufikos—roooiTor ydp éori—ris ackqris,
i.e. instead of adding 76 as Cohn and Mangey, omit xal,
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MOSES II. 83-87

ten cubits, the breadth, one-and-a-half, so that the
tabernacle might appear equal in all its parts.

XVII. @He also surrounded it with the most beauti- 84
ful pieces of woven work of various colours, using
without stint materials of dark red and purple and
scarlet and bright white, for the weaving. For he
made ten curtains, as he calls them in the sacred
writings, of the four kinds of material just mentioned,
twenty-eight cubits in length and extended to four
cubits in breadth. Thus we find in them ten, the
supremely perfect number, four which contains the
essence of ten, twenty-eight, a perfect number, equal
to the sum of its factors,? and forty, the most prolific
of life, which gives the time in which, as we are told,
the man is fully formed in the laboratory of nature.¢
The twenty-eight cubits of the curtains were dis- 85
tributed as follows : ten along the roof, that being
the breadth of the tabernacle, the rest extended along
the sides, nine on each to cover the pillars, but leaving
one cubit free from the floor, that this work so magni-
ficent and worthily held sacred should not trail in the
dust. Of the forty cubits which sum up the breadth 86
of the ten curtains, thirty are taken up by the length
of the tabernacle itself, that being its extent, nine by
the backyard, and the remaining one by the space
at the propylaeum, thus forming a bond to make the
enclosing complete.? On the propylaeum was set the
veil. But in a sense the curtains also are veils, not 87
only because they cover the roof and the walls, but
also because they are woven with the same kinds of

¢ For §§ 84-88 see Ex. xxvi. 1-14.

® de. 1+2+4+7+14=28. See note on De Op. 101.

¢ i.e. forty weeks, or about ten months is supposed to be

the period of gestation. CYf. e.g. Virg, Lel. 4. 61.
4 Lit. “to be a bond of all that was put round.”
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yap avayialov lepov xeipomoinTov kaTagkevdlovras
TG maTpl Kal fyeuon Tob mavros Tas dpolas |

[149] daBelv odolas, ais 76 SAov édnuiodpyer.

89 ‘H pév odv ownmi), xaldmep vews dyios, Tov
elpnuévov Tpémov kareoxevdoly. Téuevos 8’ adrijs
é&v kikhp mepieBddeTo mnxdv ufkos ExaTov Kkal
mAdToS TEVTIKOVTA, K«fovas é’xov dzﬁe(rrc?n'as i'o-ov
a)t)\’q)\wv 8La0'1'7]},ba mévre mixes, s *rovs p.ev
avpmav'ras efnxovra elvau, 8Lave,ue¢70m ¥ e:.g pév
70 pjos 'reaaapaxov'ra, 1rpos 3¢ 70 edpos eiroot,

90 ko’ EKarepa ,u,epn Tovs nmaets. z';')m 3¢ T@v
oTiAwv TA pév evrog KeSpos, 70 & éx Tis em-
daveias dpyvpos, dmdvrwr 8 al Pdoeis yadxal, xai
70 Uifos loov mévre mmxdv: édofe yap dpudTTov

~ ~ « ~
elvar T4 Texvirn ouvedeiv SAw uloel 76 Tifos Tijs

4 Philo seems to have made a slip here. 'The screen for the
door of the tent (Ex. xxvi. 86) is in the Lxx émiomacrpor,
while «dhvppa is the name given (Ex. xxvii. 16) to the
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MOSES II. 87-90

material, dark red and purple and scarlet and bright
white. And what he calls the ““ covering @ was also
made with the same materials as the veil, that being
placed inside along the four pillars to hide the inmost
sanctuary, the “ covering ” outside along the five
pillars, so that no unconsecrated person should get
even a distant view of the holy precincts. XVIIL
But, in choosing the materials for the woven work, 88
he selected as the best out of a vast number possible
four, as equal in number to the elements—earth,
water, air, fire-——out of which the world was made, and
with a definite relation to those elements; the
byssus, or bright white, coming from the earth,
purple from the water, while dark red is like the air,
which is naturally black, and scarlet like fire, since
both are bright red. For it was necessary that in
framing a temple of man’s making, dedicated to the
Father and Ruler of All, he should take substances
like those with which that Ruler made the All

b The tabernacle, then, was constructed to resemble 89
a sacred temple in the way described. Its precincts
contained an area of a hundred cubits long by fifty
broad, with pillars at equal intervals of five cubits
from each other, so that the total number was sixty,
with forty arranged on the long sides and twenty on
the broad sides, in both cases half to each side. The 90
material of the columns was of cedar wood overlaid
by silver. The bases in all cases were of brass, and
the height was five cubits. For the master craftsman
thought it proper to cut down the height of what he
calls the court by a complete half, in order that the

screen at the gate of the court represented in Philo by the
dpacua of § 93.
® For §§ 89-98 see Ex. xxvii. 9-18,
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)\e'yop,e'vng az))\ﬁg, o9 am)wq wpos 76 SumAdoiov
p,e'rewpos a;;;@ewa 'rrpquawn-rac. Aemrral & d0dvau
KoTd T0f prjrovs Kal ﬂ}\afovg Hoay e¢ap/.w§oy,eval.
Tols kioow wnocg éudepets, v U7T€p 70D pndéva rwv
p.n Kaeapwv e:.cnevat.. XIX 3 86 Oéous 'rOLaSe v
y.em) v LSPUTO 7 orn) iros éyovoa TpLaKowa
mijxets kal edpos 8éxa odv T ﬁaﬁe:. TGV Kibvwy,
ddetomikel 3¢ Ths adMijs €k TpLOY pepdv iow
Sraoriipart, dvolv uév kara Tas mlevpds, €vds 8é
katd Tov OmoBédopov, 76 8é SidoTnua éf eixoot
‘rrnx(f)v dvepe’rpei"m' kata 8¢ 7o 7rpo7ru')\atov, ws
eucos, éveka TOD 77){1)001)9 TV ewcowwv ;.Len{ov
eywe'ro SLaaTnp.a TEVTIiKOVTO, TNXDY® OVTWS 'yap
ol éxatov Ths adMijs éuelov ékmAnpodofar, THV
KaTd TOV OmaBddopov eikoor kal ods dmeAduBavey
7 owg) Tpudrovta owwrebévTwy Tols KkaTa TAS
€loddovs mevmikovra. T4 yap mpomllara THs
oknvils doavel péoos Gpos idpvto dirTils TevTn)-
kovTados, THs v kar dvatoMds, évba al eloodor,
Tijs 8¢ mpos dvouds, &vba T4 Te pfros Tis oryvis
Kal 0 xaTémw wepc'[f?o)\os. KdANoTOY Sé Kai péypr-
oTov dAo mpomddaov év dpxf THs els mv au)\nv
ewo3ou kaTeoxevdleTo did ’TE’TTGI.FOJV movwv, rad’
v érelveto mowcidov Upaapa Tov adTov Tpdmov Tols
ejfow Karo‘t’ TV oKkMy KAk ThHS opolas UAns
dmetpyaapévoy.

“Apa 8¢ TovrTols EdnuiovpyeiTo kal okevy lepd,
Kcﬁw'rog, Avyvia, Tpdmela, OU;/,Laq-'quov, Bwuds.
o /.Lev odv Bw,uog tSpvefo év vﬂ'o.tﬂpw, va ewoSwv
Ths okMVils AvTikpY, dpeoTws TosoDTOY o0V [KAVOY

@ Or ‘“the frontage,” the plural, which here as in § 136 is
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MOSES II. 90-94

tabernacle should be conspicuous by rising up to
double the height. Five linen sheets like sails were
attached to the pillars, both on the length and the
breadth, so that no impure person could enter the
place. XIX. The plan was as follows. The taber- 91
nacle itself was set in the midst, thirty cubits long and
ten broad, including the thickness of the pillars.
From three aspects, namely the two long sides and
the space at the back, it was the same distance from
the boundary of the court, reckoned at twenty cubits.
But at the propylaecum there was naturally a greater
interval of fifty cubits, on account of the number of
people entering. This increase was required to make
up the hundred cubits of the court; the twenty of
the back-space and the thirty taken up by the taber-
nacle being added to the fifty at the entrances. For 92
the propylaeum @ of the tabernacle was set as the
border-line between the two fifties, namely the fifty
on the eastern half, where the entrance is, and the
fifty on the western half, consisting of the tabernacle
and the area behind it. At the beginning of the 93
entrance to the court was built another very fine and
large propylacum with four pillars, on which was
stretched a piece of woven work of various colours,
made in the same way as those within the tabernacle
and of like materials.

With these were also made the sacred vessels and 94
furniture, the ark, candlestick, table and altars for
incense and burnt offerings. The altar for burnt
offerings was placed in the open air, opposite the
entrance of the tabernacle,? at a distance sufficient to

applied to what is clearly a single ‘‘ propylaeum,” indicating
that the line in which the portico stands is included.
% See Ex. xl. 6, 29.
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drvdias épwTe ovw e’mcrnf,un cr're')\)\ew real KaBatpeZv
o’.fwﬁo-ng a)\)\ 77 pév  xiBwTos a'y'yewv vouwy
éoriy: e:.g 'yap 'ravw)v katariferal 'ra xpnobévra
Adyta: 76 8 émifepa 76 mpooayopevdpevoy ilagTi-
prov Bdats e’cﬂi mrdv dvoly, & maTplw puév yAdTIy
wpooa'yopeveq'az XGPOUBL[.L, ws & dv "EMyres
98 etmotev, emvams kol émomiun 170)\)\77 Tabra 8¢
Twes pév daow elvar odpfora TéV nHuLodaiplwr
dpqﬁo’c‘v K.afr& 'r'r‘]v a’,vrmpéaw'n'ov Ge'cnv, Tod Te 15716
v Kai U‘7T€p YV TTYoV yap O av,um'ag ovpavos.
99 éyw & dv eurro:.;u Sayz\ova'ﬁm 3 dmovoidv Tds
mpeaPurdras kol dvwrdrw Vo Tob dvros Svvdpuets,
Ty T MowTiKY Kal PBaciduajy dvopdlerar 8 1)
pev momTucn Svvaus adrod Beds, kal Ty Efnke

9

<3

e For §§ 95-97 see Ex. xxv. 10-22.

® Or place of grace.

¢ See note on De Abr. 99.

4 Or “full knowledge and much science.” These words
are not interpretations of the symbolical meaning of the two
cherubim, but the supposed meaning of the Hebrew word,
of which Philo gives two almost synonymous (and presumably
alternative) renderings. The statement is reproduced by
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give the ministrants room for the daily performance
of the sacrifices. XX. ¢The ark was placed on the 95
forbidden ground of the inner sanctuary, within the
veils, It was coated with costly gilding within and
without, and was covered by a sort of lid, which is
called in the sacred books the mercy-seat.? The 96
length and breadth of this are stated, but no depth,
and thus it closely resembles the plane surface of
geometry. It appears to be a symbol in a theo-
logical sense ¢ of the gracious power of God; in the
human sense, of a mind which is gracious to itself and
feels the duty of repressing and destroying with the
aid of knowledge the conceit which in its love of vanity
uplifts it in unreasoning exaltation and puffs it with
pride. The ark itself is the coffer of the laws, for in 97
it are deposited the oracles which have been delivered.
But the cover, which is called the mercy-seat, serves
to support the two winged creatures which in the
Hebrew are called cherubim, but, as we should term
them, recognition and full knowledge.? Some hold 98
that, since they are set facing each other, they are
symbols of the two hemispheres, one above the earth
and one under it, for the whole heaven has wings. 199
should myself say that they are allegorical representa-
tions of the two most august and highest potencies of
Him that 1s, the creative and the kingly. His creative
potency is called God, because through it He placed *
Clem. as érlyvwos moA%, by Jerome as * multitudo scientiae,”

to which add Augustine’s “ plenitudo scientiae.” All these
are presumably dependent on Philo and no explanation of
how he got this belief seems to be forthcoming.

The symbolical interpretations mentioned below have been
given in De Cher. 21 ff, together with a third, that they
represent the spheres of the planets and fixed stars. See
notes ad loc. ]

¢ febs again associated with ri0nue, ¢f. De Abr. 122. or
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and made and ordered this universe, and the kingly
is called Lord, being that with which He governs what
has come into being and rules it steadfastly with
justice. For, as He alone really 1s, He is undoubtedly 100
also the Maker, since He brought into being what was
not, and He is in the nature of things King, since none
could more justly govern what has been made than
the Maker.

XXI. In the space between the four and the five 101
pillars, which may properly be called the vestibule
of the temple, and is shut off by two woven screens,
the inner and the outer, called respectively the veil
and the covering, he set the remaining three of the
equipments mentioned above. ¢The altar of incense
he placed in the middle, a symbol of the thankfulness
for earth and water which should be rendered for the
benefits derived from both these, since the mid-
position in the universe has been assigned to them.
®The candlestick he placed at the south, figuring 102
thereby the movements of the luminaries above;
for the sun and the moon and the others run their
courses in the south far away from the north. And
therefore six branches, three on each side, issue from
the central candlestick, bringing up the number to
seven, and on all these are set seven lamps and candle- 103
bearers, symbols of what the men of science call
planets. For the sun, like the candlestick, has the
fourth place in the middle of the six and gives light
to the three above and the three below it, so tuning
to harmony an instrument of music truly divine.
XXII. ¢The table is set at the north and has bread 104

¢ See Ex. xxx. 1 f.
b See Ex. xxv. 31 ff.  Cf. Quis Rerum, 221-225.
¢ See Ex. xxv. 23 ff,
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dva)\wﬂxév To¥TwWY, ainTTépevos ob Ta pédy kal
Ta pepn Tdv iepovpyovpévwy, dmep OSamaviobar
mupl 'n'ed)erv, a)\/\a 'm‘?v ﬂpoac’peaw Tob wpoc-
107 pépovros* €l pév yap dyvduwy :«u a8u<os, dfvrol
Ouoia kal dviepor iepovpylow ral euxtu wa)u,u(ﬁvmo:.
mavre Pplopav eVSexop.evaL ral 'yap omére 'ywe-
afar Sorofiow, od Adow dpaprnudrwv, AN Dmé-
108 pynow e’p'yaonv'rar ei 8’ 6'0'Los rai Sixaios, péver
ﬁsﬁaws 1; 0vcna, Kav T4 Kpéa Sawawﬂ'r], y.a)\)\ov
d¢ Kal el 6 mapdmay pn)Sév wpoaayowo {epetov
7% yap ddnbis iepovpyia 'rcs av en] w)\nv 1/wx175
Geogln)\ovs evaeﬁew., s 70 edydpiaTov a@avaﬂ-
letar Kal dvdypamrov omphrederar mapa Oed
ondiauwvifov mAlw kal ocehjvy kal 70 mavTi
’

Kéopuw.

1 Perhaps, as the German translator, omit 8¢, put a full

stop after rpogiudrara, and a comma after releioyorolons.
See note b

¢ So vxx Lev. xxiv. 7—not in Hebrew.

% The punctuation and reading suggested in note 1 certainly
make the connexion of thought clearer. If the text is kept,
I take the meaning to be that the table with the food upon it
represents heaven and earth which send the food, and
therefore it is fitting that the other two symbols of heaven
and earth should be set beside it.
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and salt ¢ on it, as the north winds are those which
most provide us with food, and food comes from
heaven and earth, the one sending rain, the other
bringing the seeds to their fullness when watered
by the showers.? In a line with the table are set 105
the symbols of heaven and earth, as our account has
shewn, heaven being signified by the candlestick,
earth and its parts, from which rise the vapours, by
what is appropriately called the vapour-keeper ¢ or
altar of incense. The great altar in the open court 106
he usually calls by a name which means sacrifice-
keeper, and when he thus speaks of the altar which
destroys sacrifices as their keeper and guardian he
alludes not to the parts and limbs of the victims,
whose nature is to be consumed by fire, but to the
intention of the offerer. For, if the worshipper is 107
without kindly feeling or justice, the sacrifices are
no sacrifices, the consecrated oblation is desecrated,
the prayers are words of ill omen with utter destruc-
tion waiting upon them. For, when to outward
appearance they are offered, it is not a remission
but a reminder of past sins which they effect. But, if 108
he is pure of heart and just, the sacrifice stands firm,
though the flesh is consumed, or rather, even if no
victim at all is brought to the altar. For the true
oblation, what else can it be but the devotion of a
soul which is dear to God? The thank-offering of
such a soul receives immortality, and is inscribed in
the records of God, sharing the eternal life of the
sun and moon and the whole universe.

¢ Philo does not expressly derive the -rypior of Guuaripiov
from rypeiv. But as érduws implies etymological derivation,
and in the next words he gives this derivation for fvoacripior,
it seems probable that he means it to apply to both words.
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o For §§ 109-116 see Ex. xxviii.

b Lit. ‘“shoulder-covering.” I have retained the familiar
and neutral word * ephod,” by some supposed to be a kind
of waistcoat, by others an apron. See note in Driver’s
Ezxodus, p. 312, or article in Biblical Encyclopaedia.
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XXIII. @ Next after these, the master prepared for 109
the future high priest a vesture, the fabric of which
had a texture of great and marvellous beauty. It
consisted of two garments, one of which he calls
the robe and the other the ephod.? The robe was 110
of a comparatively uniform make, for it was all of
the dark red colour, except at the lowest extremities,
where it was variegated with golden pomegranates
and bells and intertwined flowers. The ephod, a 111
work of special magnificence and artistry, was
wrought with perfect knowledge in the kinds of
materials mentioned above, namely dark red and
purple and bright white and scarlet, with gold thread
intertwined. For gold leaf cut into fine threads was
woven with all the yarn. On the shoulder-tops 112
were fitted two highly precious stones of the costly
emerald kind, and on them were graven the names of
the patriarchs, six for each shoulder, twelve in all.
On the breast were twelve other costly stones of
different colours, like seals, in four rows of three each.
These were fitted into what he calls the * place of
reason.” ¢ This was made four-square and doubled, 113
forming a ground to enshrine the two virtues, clear
showing and truth.? The whole was attached by
golden chainlets to the ephod, fastened strongly to
it so as not to come loose. A piece of gold plate,
too, was wrought into the form of a crown with four

it

14

¢ Or “oracle” (Lxx Aoyelor 7av xploewv, Ex. xxviii. 15).
But Philo clearly uses the word in the sense given in the
translation (see §§ 125 and 128), and the same meaning is
given to it De Spec. Leg. i. 87. The E.V, has ‘ breastplate
of judgement >’ though the word translated ‘‘ breastplate” is
said to be rather="‘pouch.”

¢ The Lxx translation of the mysterious words rendered
in E.V. as Urim and Thummim. Cf. Leg. All. iii. 142.
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kepalijs T6 méralov. ﬂpog 8¢ Kcu kidapis Kar-
eokevalero: kiddpel yap ol TGV édwv Pacilels dvTi
dadjparos elddbaat Xpi)‘a@at.

117 XXIV Towady p,ev 7 ToD apxcepewg 'I‘]V 600779
ou & exe:. Adyov ov wapamwv-rm-eov av'rv] Te Ka:,
'ra wépm. Ay pév 81) 'ye'yovev a.'rreLKovw‘u,a Kal
,Lu/.LmLa 0D Kéa/.wv, 'ra, 3¢ p,ep'r) T@v kal’ EKQ,O‘TOV

118 ,u,epwv. apm'eov & dmd 71od woSnpovs ovrog o |

[153] XtTQV av/.mag eonv vamv@wog, daépos er,a'yaOV'
dvoeL yip 6 av;p ;Le)\as Kai 7p077-ov Twa, woSv)pns,
dvwlev dmo 7@V perd. oedfvmy dypt 7@V yis Tabels
mepdTwy, mdyTy Kexvuévost 80ev kal ¢ xiTwv dmo

@ The apparently traditional idea, which appears again
in § 132, that the inscription on the méralov was the ‘‘ tetra-
grammaton” YHVH is not borne out by the 1xx dyiasua
xuptov, or the Hebrew and E.V. *“ Holy (holiness) to the Lord "
ng. xxviii. 82 (E.V. 86)). Philo has quoted it correctly De

ig. 103,
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MOSES II. 114-118

incisions, showing a name which only those whose
ears and tongues are purified may hear or speak in
the holy place, and no other person, nor in any other
place at all. That name has four letters,® so says 115
that master learned in divine verities, who, it may
be, gives them as symbols of the first numbers, one,
two, three and four; since the geometrical cate-
gories under which all things fall, point, line, super-
ficies, solid, are all embraced in four. So, too, with
the best harmonies in musie, the fourth, fifth, octave
and double octave intervals, where the ratios are
respectively four to three, three to two, two to one
and four to one. Four, too, has countless other
virtues, most of which I have set forth in detail in
my treatise onnumbers.? Underthe crown, toprevent 116
the plate touching the head, was a headband. A
turban also was provided, for the turban is regularly
worn by eastern monarchs instead of a diadem.

XXIV. ¢Such was the vesture of the high priest. 117
But I must not leave untold its meaning and that of
its parts. We have in it as a whole and in its parts a
typical representation of the world and its particular
parts. Let us begin with the full-length robe. This 118
gown is all of violet, and is thus an image of the air ;
for the air is naturally black, and so to speak a robe
reaching to the feet, since it stretches down from
the region below the moon to the ends of the earth,
and spreads out everywhere. And, therefore, the

The statement given here is also made by Josephus Bell.
Jud. v. 235 (cf. Ant. iii. 178). See too App. pp. 608-609.
® Presumably the same as the *“ special treatise > mentioned
in De Op. 52, after enumerating many of the properties of
the number. He has also dealt with them in De Plant. 117 ff,
° For some notes on and illustration of the symbolism of
§§ 117-135 see App. p. 609.
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07'epva)v dxpe woSwv mepl o)\ov 70 aw;x,a KGXU‘TGL.
é adTod 86 Ka.'m ‘TO- odupd. polokor kai dvfwa rai
rd)dwvés elov Ta pév dvlwa odpPolov yis, avlet
yap kai BhaoTdver mdvTa éx TavTns oi 8¢ poiokot
vdaros, mape. ™ plow Aexbévres edBufdAws: of
8¢ kddwves Tis dppovias kai ovudwrias TovTwWY,
olre yap yi xwpls Udatos ol Udwp dvev Tis
yewdovs odoilas alrapkes els yéveow, dAX 7
ovvodos Kai kpdots dugotv. udprus 8¢ Tod dnAov-
pévov kai 6 7émos évapyéaTaTos: s yop év éoxdrois
700 modijpovs of polokor kai T4 dvbwo kai ol
kdwvés elow, ovTws kal Ta dv ot avpBola T
KaTwTdTw Ypav élayxev &v kdouw, yi kai Udwp,
kal 7f) ToD mavTds dppovia guvnyolvTa TAs olkelas
émdelkvurar Suvduels év dpiopévais ypdvwy mepi-
d8ois Kal Tols MPOOTKOVOL KALPOTS. TPLOY mév o)
oTouyeiwy, é¢ v Te kal év ols 7o Bvmra Kai Phapra
yévy mdvra, dépos, Udatos, yis, 6 modijpns odv
Tols dmnwpnpévols katd Ta odvpd  cvuPolov
éeiyn mpoonkdvrws: s yap S yirow els, kal 7o
AexOévra Tpla orouyeia pids Béas oy, émedy) Ta
KaTwTépw ceMfrs dmavTa Tpomas éxer Kal peTa-
Bolds: kal kaldmep éx Tob yiT@vos Hpryvrar of Te
potokor kal Ta dvlwa, kai am’ dépos Tpdmov Twa
yi xai Udwp éxrpéuavrar, TO yap Symua ToUTWY
doTiv dijp.

Taw & e’ﬂ'w,uL'Sa ovpavod avuBolov ¢ Aéyos eikéac
oToxacyols xpcup,evos mopacThoeL: TPATOV [Lév Yip
ol émi Tdv akpwuiwy guapdydov 3o Ao mepi-

@ The stress lies on wpoonkérrws; we may see that the
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MOSES II. 118-122

gown, too, spreads out from the breast to the feet
round the whole body. At the ankles there stand
out from it pomegranates and flower trimming and
bells. The earth is represented by the flowers, for all
that flowers and grows comes from the earth; the
water by the pomegranates or flowing fruit, so aptly
called from their flowing juice ; while the bells
represent the harmonious alliance of these two,
since life cannot be produced by earth without water
or by water without the substance of earth, but only
by the union and combination of both. Their
position testifies most clearly to this explanation.
For, just as the pomegranates, the flower trimming
and the bells are at the extremities of the long robe,
so too what these symbolize, namely earth and water,
occupy the lowest place in the universe, and in
unison with the harmony of the All display their
several powers at fixed revolutions of time and at
their proper seasons. This proof that the three
elements, earth, water and air, from which come and
in which live all mortal and perishable forms of life,
are symbolized by the long robe with the append-
ages at the ankles, is supported ¢ by observing that
as the gown is one, the three said elements are of
a single kind, since all below the moon is alike in
its liability to change and alteration, and that, as
the pomegranates and flower patterns are fastened
to the gown, so too in a sense earth and water are
suspended on the air, which acts as their support.
As for the ephod, consideration following what
probability suggests will represent it as a symbol of
heaven. For first the two circular emerald stones

symbolism described above is suitable by the other re-
semblances pointed out in the last part of the sentence.
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depels pmrdovow, s pév olovral Twes, doTépwy
Tovs nuépas Kol vvk'rc‘)s ﬁ'ye,u.dvag, MAov  kal
ae)\'r;w]v, s & av e'y'yv'repw TS TS a)\neew.g
mpocepySuevos emm, év 'r"uaq5acpcwv eKaTepov-
{oo 7€ yap s of Aior 76 Te Ymép Yiy kal Vo yiy
Kal oddérepov méduke peodobar kal cvvavfeabar
rabdmep geljvy. ovvempapTupel 3¢ kal 7 ypdar
opapdydw yap éowkev 7 Tob mwowTds odpavod dav-
Taglo kaTd TV Tis Sews mpooPokijy. dvaykaiws
8¢ kal kal’ éxdrepov Tdv Aiflwy &€ Svduata éyyAd-
detar, 86T Kai TOV Huodaplwy éxdrepov Siya
Téuvov Tov {woddpov € évamodapfBdver {dHdia.
éneld’ of kara Td orépva Scbdexa Alflor Tals xpdais
oy dpoior dwaveunbévres els Téooapas oTolyous
&k Tpdy Tivos érépov Selypar’ elolv 7 70D [wdiarod
KUrdov; kol yap | odtos Terpayf) daveunbeis éx
oy {@wdlwy ras érmoiovs dpas amoTelet, éap,
0épos, perdmwpov, yeudva, Tpomas Téocapas, dv
éxdoTys 8pos Tpla {Whda, yvwpildpevos Tals Tod
MAlov mepupopals katd Tov év dpifuols dodAevrov
xai PefawdTarov wal felov Svrws Adyov. Gfev
émpudlovro ral 7d mpocayopevdévr Sedvrws
doyelw: Xoyw yap al Tpomal kal émjoior dpar
TeToaypuéve kol maylw cvvieTavror, 70 Tapadofd-
TaTov, Sie Ths Kaipiov ueraBodfls émdekvipevar
T Sunwviloveay adTdv poviy. € 8 éEyer kal
mdvy kadds TO Tols ¥pwumaat Tovs dwdexa Alflovs
Swaldrrew Kai pundéva Spowov elvar pndevi: kai
yap T@v & 7@ lwoddpw ExacTov amoTelel Tu
xpdua olkelov katd Te dépa Kkal yiy kai Gdwp kai
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MOSES II. 122-126

on the shoulder-pieces indicate, as some think, those
heavenly bodies which rule the day and night, namely
the sun and moon, or, as may be said with a nearer
approach to truth, the two hemispheres of the sky.
For, just as the stones are equal to each other, so is
the hemisphere above to that below the earth, and
neither is so constituted as to increase and diminish
as does the moon. A similar testimony is given by
their colour, for the appearance of the whole heaven
as presented to our sight is like the emerald. Six
names, too, had to be engraved on each of the
stones, since each of the hemispheres also divides the
zodiac into two, and appropriates six of the signs.
Secondly, the stones at the breast, which are dis-
similar in colour, and are distributed into four rows
of threes, what else should they signify but the
zodiac circle ? For that circle, when divided into
four parts, constitutes by three signs in each case
the seasons of the year—spring, summer, autumn,
winter—those four, the transition in each of which
is determined by three signs and made known to us
by the revolutions of the sun, according to a mathe-
matical law, unshaken, immutable and truly divine.
Therefore also they were fitted into what is rightly
called the place of reason, for a rational principle,
ordered and firmly established, creates the transi-
tions and seasons of the year. And the strangest
thing is that it is this seasonal change which demon-
strates their age-long permanence. Itis an excellent
and indeed a splendid point that the twelve stones
are of different colours and none of them like to any
other. For each of the signs of the zodiac also pro-
duces its own particular colouring in the air and
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MOSES II. 126-129

earth and water and their phases,and also in the differ-
ent kinds of animals and plants. XXV.
There is a point, too, in the reason-seat being doubled, 127
for the rational principle is twofold as well in the
universe as in human nature. In the universe we
find it in one form dealing with the incorporeal and
archetypal ideas from which the intelligible world
was framed, and in another with the visible objects
which are the copies and likenesses of those ideas
and out of which this sensible world was produced.
With man, in one form it resides within, in the other
it passes out from him in utterance. The former is
like a spring, and is the source from which the latter,
the spoken, flows. The inward is located in the
dominant mind, the outward in the tongue and
mouth and the rest of the vocal organism. The 128
master did well also in assigning a four-square shape
to the reason-seat, thereby shewing in a figure that
the rational principle, both in nature and in man,
must everywhere stand firm and never be shaken in
any respect at all; and, therefore, he allotted to it
the two above-named virtues, clear shewing and
truth. For the rational principle in nature is true,
and sets forth all things clearly, and, in the wise
man, being a copy of the other, has as its bounden
duty to honour truth with absolute freedom from
falsehood, and not keep dark through jealousy any-
thing the disclosure of which will benefit those who
hear its lesson. At the same time, as in each of us, 129
reason has two forms, the outward of utterance and
the inward of thought, he gave them each one of the
two virtues as its special property; to utterance
clear shewing, to the thinking mind truth. For it is
the duty of the thinking faculty to admit no false-

511



130

{155

131

132

133

PHILO

~ L3 ’ b ’ ~
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1 So mss. or uiugua. Cohn corrects to uysiuara, wrongly,
I think. The grammatical usage of relative attraction for
Sua punudrwy & émepéperar justifies, if it does not require, the
attraction of the noun to the case of the relative.
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MOSES II. 129-133

hood, and of the language faculty to give free play
to all that helps to shew facts clearly with the utmost

exactness. Yet reason, as seen in either of these 130

faculties, is of no value, however admirable and
excellent are its lofty pronouncements, unless
followed by deeds in accordance withit. And, there-
fore, since in his judgement speech and thought
should never be separated from actions, he fastened
the reason-seat to the ephod or shoulder-piece so
that it should not come loose. For he regards the
shoulder as the symbol of deeds and activity.

XXVI. Such are the ideas which he suggests under 13

the figure of the sacred vesture; but, in setting a
turban on the priest’s head, instead of a diadem, he
expresses his judgement that he who is consecrated
to God is superior when he acts as a priest to all
others, not only the ordinary laymen, but even kings.

1

Above the turban is the golden plate on which the 132

graven shapes of four letters, indicating, as we are
told, the name of the Self-Existent, are impressed,
meaning that it is impossible for anything that is
to subsist without invocation of Him ; for it is His
goodness and gracious power which join and com-

pact all things. Thus is the high priest 133

arrayed when he sets forth to his holy duties, in
order that when he enters to offer the ancestral
prayers and sacrifices there may enter with him the
whole universe, as signified in the types of it which
he brings upon his person, the long robe a copy of
the air, the pomegranate of water, the flower trim-
ming of earth, the scarlet of fire, the ephod of heaven,
the circular emeralds on the shoulder-tops with the
six engravings in each of the two hemispheres which
they resemble in form, the twelve stones on the
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MOSES II. 133-138

breast in four rows of threes of the zodiac, the reason-
seat of that Reason® which holds together and ad-
ministers all things. For he who has been con- 134
secrated to the Father of the world must needs have
that Father’s Son ? with all His fullness of excellence

to plead his cause, that sins may be remembered no
more and good gifts showered in rich abundance.
Perhaps, too, he is preparing the servant of God to 135
learn the lesson, that, if it be beyond him to be
worthy of the world’s Maker, he should try to be
throughout worthy of the world. For, as he wears a
vesture which represents the world, his first duty is

to carry the pattern enshrined in his heart, and so

be in a sense transformed from a man into the nature

of the world ; and, if one may dare to say so—and

in speaking of truth one may well dare to state the
truth—be himself a little world, a microcosm.

XXVII. ¢Outside the propylaecum, at the entrance, 136
there was a brazen laver, for the making of which the
master did not take unworked material, as is usually
done, but chattels already elaborately wrought for
another purpose. These the women brought, filled
with fervent zeal, rivalling the men in piety, resolved
to win the prize of high excellence, and eager to use
every power that they had that they might not be
outstripped by them in holiness. For, with spont- 137
aneous ardour at no other bidding than their own,
they gave the mirrors which they used in adorning
their comely persons, a truly fitting firstfruit offering
of their modesty and chastity in marriage, and in fact
of their beauty of soul. These the master thought 138

b The Son here is of course the World.
¢ For §§ 136-140 see Ex. xxxviii. 26, 27 (E.V. 8). The in-
cident has been treated briefly in the same way De Mig. 93.
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MOSES 1II. 138-141

good to take, and, after melting them down, con-
struct therewith the laver and nothing else, to serve
for lustration to priests who should enter the temple
to perform the appointed rites, particularly for wash-
ing the hands and feet ; a symbol, this, of a blameless
life, of years of cleanliness employed in laudable
actions, and in straight travelling, not on the rough
road or more properly pathless waste of vice, but on
the smooth high road through virtue’sland. Let him, 139
he means, who shall be purified with water, bethink
him that the mirrors were the material of this vessel,
to the end that he himself may behold his own mind
as in a mirror; and, if some ugly spot appear of un-
reasoning passion, either of pleasure, uplifting and
raising him to heights which nature forbids, or of its con-
verse pain, making him shrink and pulling him down,
or of fear, diverting and distorting the straight course
to which his face was set, or of desire, pulling and drag-
ging him perforce to what he has not got, then he may
salve and heal the sore and hope to gain the beauty
which is genuine and unalloyed. For beauty of body 140
lies in well-proportioned parts, in a fine complexion
and good condition of flesh, and short is the season
of its bloom. But beauty of mind lies in harmony of
creed, in concent of virtues. The passing of time
cannot wither it, and, as its years lengthen, it ever
renews its youth, adorned with the lustrous hue of
truth and of consistency of deeds with words and
words with deeds, and further of thoughts and in-
tentions with both.

XXVIII. When he had been taught the patterns 141
of the holy tabernacle, and had passed on the lesson
to those who were of quick understanding and happily
gifted to undertake and complete the works in which
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MOSES II. 141-145

their handicraft was necessary, the construction of the
sacred fabric followed in natural course. The next
step needed was that the most suitable persons should
be chosen as priests, and learn in good time how they
should proceed to bring the offerings to the altar and
perform the holy rites. Accordingly, he selected
out of the whole number his brother as high priest on
his merits, and appointed that brother’s sons as
priests, and in this he was not giving precedence to
his own family but to the piety and holiness which
he observed in their characters. This is clearly
shewn by the following fact. Neither of his sons, of
whom he had two, did he judge worthy of this dis-
tinction, though he would surely have chosen both
if he had attributed any value to family affection.
@The installation was made with the consent of the
whole nation, and, followed the directions laid down
by the oracles, in a wholly new manner which deserves
to be recorded. First he washed them with the
purest and freshest spring water, then he put on
them the sacred garments; on his brother the
vesture, woven with its manifold workmanship to
represent the universe, that is the long robe and the
ephod in the shape of a breastplate ; on his nephews
linen tunics, and on all three girdles and breeches.
The object of the girdles was to keep them
unhampered and readier for the holy ministry, by
tightening theloosefoldsof the tunies; of the breeches
to prevent anything being visible which decency re-
quires to be concealed, particularly when they were
going up to the altar or coming down from above and
moving quickly and rapidly in all their operations.
For, if their dress had not been arranged so carefully,
as a precaution against unforseen events, they would
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MOSES II. 145-149

in their eagerness to carry out their duties with ex-
pedition reveal their nakedness and be unable to
preserve the decency befitting consecrated places and
persons. XXIX. When he had attired them in these 146
vestments, he took some very fragrant ointment which
was compounded by the perfumer’s art, and applied
it first to what stood in the open court, namely the
great altar and the laver, sprinkling it on them seven <.
times, then to the tabernacle and each of the sacred
chattels, the ark, the candlestick, the altar of incense,
the table, the libation cups or bowls, the vials, and
everything else which was necessary or useful in
sacrifices ; and finally, coming to the high priest, he
anointed him on his head plentifully with the unguent.
Having performed all this religiously, he ordered a 147
calf and two rams to be brought. The calf he pur-
posed to offer to gain remission of sins, showing by
this figure that sin is congenital to every created
being, even the best, just because they are created,
and this sin requires prayers and sacrifices to pro-
pitiate the Deity, lest His wrath be roused and visited
upon them. Of the rams, one he offered as a whole 148
burnt offering in thanksgiving for His ordering of the
whole, that gift which each of us shares according
to the part allotted through the benefits which he
receives from the elements : from earth, for habita-
tion and the food which it affords ; from water, for
drinking and cleansing and voyaging ; from air, for
breathing and perception through the senses, all of
which operate by means of air, which also gives us the
seasons of the year ; from the fire of common use, for
cooking and heating, and from the heavenly variety
for light-giving and all visibility. The other ram he 149
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MOSES II. 149-152

offered on behalf of those who were consecrated by
the sanctifying purification for their full perfection,
and accordingly called it the ram of “ fulfilment,” from
the full rites befitting the servants and ministers of
God into which they were to be initiated. He then 150
took its blood and poured part of it round the altar.
The rest he received in a vial which he held under-
neath, and smeared it on three parts of the bodies
of those who were being admitted to the priesthood,
on the extremity of the ear, the extremity of the
hand, the extremity of the foot, in all these on the
right side. In this figure, he indicated that the fully-
consecrated must be pure in words and actions and
in his whole life ; for words are judged by the hearing,
the hand is a symbol of action, and the foot of the
pilgrimage of life. And, as in each case the part 151
smeared is the extreme end and on the right-hand
side, we must suppose the truth indicated to be that
improvement in all things needs a dexterous spirit,
and seeks to reach the extreme of happiness, and the
end to which we must press and refer all our actions,
aiming our shafts, like archers, at the target of life.
XXX. His first step, then, is to smear the unmixed 152
blood of the single victim called the ram of fulfilment
on the three parts of the priests’ bodies named above.
After this, he took some of the blood at the altar, got
from all the victims, and also some of the unguent
already mentioned as compounded by the perfumers,
and mixed the oil with the blood. He then used the
mixture to sprinkle the priests and their garments,
wishing to make them partakers not only of the
sanctity of the outer and open court but that of the
shrine within, since they were going to minister in the
VOL. VI s 5238
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MOSES II. 152-156

inner part also, all of which had been anointed with
oil.

@ After other additional sacrifices had been brought, 153
some by the priests on behalf of themselves, and
others by the body of elders on behalf of the whole
nation, Moses entered the tabernacle, taking his
brother with him. This was on the eighth and last
day of the celebration, the seven preceding days
having been spent by him in initiating his nephews
and their father and in acting as their guide to the
sacred mysteries. After entering, he gave such in-
struction as the good teacher gives to an apt pupil
on the way in which the high priest should perform
the rites of the inner shrine. Then they both came 154
out, and, stretching forth their hands in front of their
faces, offered prayets which befitted the needs of the
nation in all sincerify and purity of heart. And,
while they were still praying,a greatmarvel happened.
There issued suddenly from the shrine a mass of
flame. Whether it was a-fragment of ether, the purest
of substances, or of air resolved into fire by a natural
conversion of the elements, it suddenly burst right
through, and, with a mighty rush, fell upon the altar
and consumed all that was on it, thus giving, I hold,
the clearest proof that none of these rites was without
divine care and supervision. For it was natural that 155
the holy place should have a special gift attached to
it, over and above what human handiwork had given,
through the purest of elements, fire, and thus the
altar be saved from contact with the familiar fire of
common use, perhaps because such a multitude of
evils are associated withit. For its activity is applied 156
not only to the lower animals when they are roasted
or boiled, to satisfy the cruel cravings of the miserable
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MOSES II. 156-161

belly, but to the human beings slaughtered by the
design of others, and that not in threes or fours but
in assembled multitudes. Ere now we have known 157
the impact of fire-carrying arrows burn up great
fully-manned fleets, and consume whole cities which
have smouldered down to their very foundations and
wasted away into ashes, leaving no trace to shew that
they were populated in the past. This is the reason, 158
I imagine, why God expelled from His most pure and
sacred altar the fire of common use and rained instead
an ethereal flame from heaven, to distinguish between
the holy and the profane, the human and the divine.
For it was fitting that fire of a more incorruptible
nature than that which subserves the needs of human
life should be assigned to the sacrificial offerings.
XXXI. Many sacrifices were necessarily brought 159
every day, and particularly at general assemblies
and feasts, on behalf both of individuals and all
in common, and for a multitude of different reasons.
This piety shewn by so populous a nation made it
needful to have also a number of temple attendants
to help in the sacred services. These, again, were 160
chosen in a very novel and unusual manner. He
selected and appointed one of the twelve tribes as
the most meritorious, giving them the office as the
prize and reward of a deed well pleasing to God.
¢ The story of that deed is as follows: When Moses 161
had gone up into the mountain, and was there several
days communing privately with God, the men of un-
stable nature, thinking his absence a suitable oppor-
tunity, rushed into impious practices unrestrainedly,
as though authority had ceased to be, and, forget-
ting the reverence they owed to the Self-Existent,

@ For §§ 161-173 see Ex. xxxii.
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@ Here as elsewhere Philo assumes that the making of the
golden calf was an imitation of the worship of Apis (though,
as Driver points out, the Egyptian bull worship was given
to a living animal). See note on De Ebr. 95
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MOSES II. 162-165

became zealous devotees of Egyptian fables. Then, 162
having fashioned a golden bull, in imitation of the
animal held most sacred in that country,® they offered
sacrifices which were no sacrifices, set up choirs
which were no choirs, sang hymns which were very
funeral chants, and, filled with strong drink, were
overcome by the twofold intoxication of wine and
folly. And so, revelling and carousing the livelong
night, and unwary of the future, they lived wedded
to their pleasant vices, while justice, the unseen
watcher of them and the punishments they de-
served, stood ready to strike. But, since 163
the continuous shouting in the camp which arose
from the great masses of men gathered together
carried for a long distance, so that the echoes reached
even to the mountain-top, Moses, as they smote upon
his ear, was in a dilemma between God’s love for
him and his love for man. He could not bear to
leave his converse with God, in which he talked with
Him as in private with none other present, nor yet
to disregard the multitude, brimful of the miseries
which anarchy creates. For, skilled as he was to 164
divine in an inarticulate and meaningless noise the
distinguishing marks of inward passions which to
others were obscure and invisible, he recognized the
tumult for what it was, saw that drunkenness caused
the prevailing confusion, since intemperance begets
satiety, and satiety riot. So, drawn backwards and 165
forwards, hither and thither, by the two sides of his
being, he was at a loss what he should do. And,
as he considered, this divine message came. * Go
quickly hence. Descend. The people have run after
lawlessness. They have fashioned a god, the work
of their hands, in the form of a bull, and to this
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MOSES II. 165-169

god, who is no god, they offer worship and sacrifice,
and have forgotten all the influences to piety which
they have seen and heard.” Struck with dismay, 166
and compelled to believe the incredible tale, he yet
took the part of mediator and reconciler and did
not hurry away at once, but first made prayers and
supplications, begging that their sins might be for-
given. Then, when this protector and intercessor
had softened the wrath of the Ruler, he wended his
way back in mingled joy and dejection. He rejoiced
that God accepted his prayers, yet was ready to
burst with the dejection and heaviness that filled
him at the transgression of the multitude.

XXXII. When he arrived at the middle of the camp, 167
and marvelled at the sudden apostasy of the multi-
tude and their delusion, so strongly contrasting with
the truth which they had bartered for it, he ob-
served that the contagion had not extended to all
and that there were still some sound at heart and
cherishing a feeling of hatred of evil. Wishing,
therefore, to distinguish the incurable from those
who were displeased to see such actions and from
any who had sinned but repented, he made a pro-
clamation, a touchstone calculated to test exactly
the bias of each to godliness or its opposite. ‘‘ If 168
any is on the Lord’s side,”” he said, ‘‘ let him come to
me.” Few words, indeed, but fraught with much
meaning, for the purport was as follows: ‘“ Whoso
holds that none of the works of men’s hands, nor any
created things, are gods, but that there is one God
only, the Ruler of the universe, let him join me.”
Of the rest, some, whom devotion to the vanity of 169
Egypt had made rebellious, paid no heed to his
words, while others, possibly in fear of chastisement,
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MOSES II. 169-173

had not the courage to take their place beside him,
either because they feared the vengeance they might
suffer at the hand of Moses or the onslaught of an
insurgent mob. For the multitude always set upon
those who refuse to share their madness. Among 170
them_ all one tribe alone, known as Levites, when
thejr heard the proclamation, came running with all
speed, like troops for whom one signal is enough,
shewing by their swiftness their zeal and the keen-
ness of the inward feelings which urged them to
piety. Moses saw them coming like racers from 171
the starting-point, and cried : * Whether the speed
which has brought you here exists not only in your
bodies but in your minds shall at once be put to the
proof. Take each of you his sword, and slay those
whose deeds deserve a thousand deaths, who have
left the true God, and wrought gods, falsely so
called, from corruptible and created matter, and
given them a title which belongs to the Incorrupt-
ible and Uncreated. Yea, slay them, though they
be kinsmen and friends, believing that between the
good there is no kinship and friendship but godli-
ness.” Their readiness anticipated his exhorta- 172
tions, for their sentiments had been hostile to the
offenders almost from the first moment that they
saw their misconduct, and they made a wholesale
slaughter to the number of three thousand of those
who but now had been their dearest. As their
corpses lay in the middle of the market-place, the
multitude as they gazed felt pity for them, but,
terror-struck at the still heated and wrathful resolu-
tion of the slayers, learned wisdom from fear. But 173
Moses, in approval of this heroism, devised and con-
firmed a reward for the victors well suited to the
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MOSES II. 178-177

deed. For it was right that those who had volun-
tarily taken up arms for the honour of God, and so
quickly achieved success, should receive the priest-
hood, and thus be worthily promoted to be His
ministers.

XXXIII. @ Now the consecrated persons consisted
of more than one order. Theyincluded both those who
were commissioned to penetrate to the inner shrine
and offer the prayers and sacrifices and the other holy
rites, and those sometimes called temple attendants
who had none of these duties but had the care and
guarding of the sacred building and its contents by day
and night. Consequently, the strife for precedence,
the cause of innumerable troubles to many persons
and in many places, gained ground here also. The
temple attendants made headway against the priests,
and purposed to wrest their privileges from them,
and they hoped to accomplish this easily, since they
were many times the number of the others. To pre-
vent this sedition appearing to be their own particular
project, they persuaded the senior tribe of the twelve
to make common cause with them, and this tribe had
many adherents among the more thoughtless, who
supposed it capable of taking the supremacy as its
birthright. Moses recognized in this the rise of a
grave attack upon himself, for he had chosen his
brother as high priest in accordance with the oracles
vouchsafed to him. But there were spiteful rumours
that he had falsely invented the oracles, and had made
his choice through family feeling and affection for
his brother, He was naturally pained at this, not
merely that he was distrusted when he had shewn his
good faith by so many proofs, but that this distrust
extended to actions which concerned the honouring
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MOSES II. 177-180

of God, actions which by themselves would necessarily
ensure truthfulness even in one whose character was
false in everything else, for truth is God’s attendant.
But he did not think good to use words to explain to
them his motives, knowing that it is vain labour to
try to change the convictions of those of whom the
opposite opinions have already taken hold, but be-
sought God to shew them by clear demonstration
that there had been no dishonesty in his choice of
persons for the priesthood. God commanded him 178
to take twelve rods, corresponding to the number of
the tribes, and on eleven of them to inscribe the names
of the other patriarchs, but on the twelfth that of his
brother who was also high priest, and then to take
them into the temple, right into the inner sanctuary.
Moses did as he was bidden, and eagerly awaited the
result. On the next day, under the impulse of a 179
divine intimation, with all the people standing near,
he went in and brought out the rods. The others
shewed no difference, but the one on which was in-
scribed the name of his brother had undergone a
wonderful change. Like a goodly plant, it had young
sprouts growing all over it, and was laden with
abundance of fruits. XXXIV. Now, the fruits were 180
nuts, which in nature are the opposite of other fruits,
for in most cases, the grape, the olive, the apple, there
is a difference between the seed and the eatable part,
and this difference extends to their situation, which
is separate, for the edible part is outside, and the seed
enclosed within. But, in the nut, seed and edible
part are identical, merged in a single form, and their
situation is the same inside, shielded and guarded on
all sides by a double fence, composed partly of very
thick shell and partly of a substance equivalent to a
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MOSES II. 181-185

wooden framework. In this way, it signifies perfect
virtue ; for, just as in a nut, beginning and end are
identical, beginning represented by seed and end by
fruit, so it is with the virtues. There, too, it is the
case that each is both a beginning and an end; a
beginning in that it springs from no other power but
itself, an end in that it is the aspiration of the life
which follows nature. This is one reason
why the nut is a type of virtue, but there is another
given which is even clearer than that. The shell-
formed part of the nut is bitter, and the inner layer
which surrounds the fruit like a wooden fence is ex-
ceedingly solid and hard ; and, as the fruit is enclosed
in both these, it is not easy to get at. In this Moses
finds the parable of the practising soul, which he
thinks he can rightly use to encourage that soul to
virtue and teach it that it must first encounter toil.
Toil is bitter and stiff and hard, yet from it springs
goodness, and therefore there must be no softening.
For he who flees from toil flees from the good also,
but he who patiently and manfully endures what is
hard to bear is pressing on to blessedness. For in
the voluptuous livers, whose souls are emasculated
and whose bodies run to waste with ceaseless luxury
prolonged from day to day, virtue cannot make its
lodging ; but it will first procure its divorce for mis-
usage in the court of right reason,® and then seek
another home. But in very truth that most holy
company, justice, temperance, courage, wisdom,
follow in the train of the practisers and all who devote
themselves to a life of austerity and hardship, that
is to continence and self-restraint, together with

regular phrase in Attic law, used of a wife who appeals to
the Archon for divorce or separation from her husband.
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¢ The thought of this sentence seems confused. The
permanent triumph of Aaron’s family over the lower Levites
assisted by Reuben was symbolized by the blossoming of the
most permanent of blossoms and so when the wAeovetia
(‘“ self-assertion ”’) of mankind as a whole is destroyed,
there will be a permanent blossoming. But of whom?
We expect of all mankind. Instead we have ‘‘ the priestly
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MOSES II. 185-187

simplicity and frugal contentment. For by these the
highest authority within us, reason, advances to sound
health and well-being, and brings to nought the for-
midable menace to the body, engineered in many
a scene of drunkenness and gluttony and lewdness
and the other insatiable lusts, the parents of that
grossness of flesh which is the enemy of quickness of
mind. Further, they say, that of all the trees which 186
regularly bud in the spring the almond-tree is the
first to blossom with a welcome promise of a plentiful
crop of fruit, and the last to shed its leaves, year by
year protracting the hale old age of its verdure to the
longest span. Fach of these facts he takes as a
parable of the priestly tribe, intimating that it will
be the first and last of all the human race to blossom,
in that day, whenever it shall be, when it shall please
God to make our life as a springtime by ridding it of
covetousness, that insidious foe which is the source
of our misery.* A -
XXXV. We said above that there are four ad- 187
juncts to the truly perfect ruler. He must have
kingship, the faculty of legislation, priesthood and
prophecy, so that in his capacity of legislator he may
command what should be done and forbid what
should not be done, as priest dispose not only things
human but things divine, as prophet declare by in-
spiration what cannot be apprehended by reason.
I have discussed the first three, and shewn that
Moses was the best of kings, of lawgivers and of

tribe.” Is this to be taken literally, or does it stand for
Israel, the nation of priests or even for the truly priestly
soul? If we could insert % eUxh mép after dordrn the thought
would become clear. Philo often insists (e.g. De Spec.
Leg. i. 97), that the prayers of the priests are for the whole
human race.
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MOSES II. 187-191

high priests, and will now go on to shew in con-
clusion that he was a prophet of the highest quality.
Now I am fully aware that all things written in the 188
sacred books are oracles delivered through Moses ;
but I will confine myself to those which are more
especially his, with the following preliminary re-
marks. Of the divine utterances, some are spoken
by God in His own Person with His prophet for
interpreter, in some the revelation comes through
question and answer, and others are spoken by
Moses in his own person, when possessed by God
and carried away out of himself. The first kind are 189
absolutely and entirely signs of the divine excel-
lences, graciousness and beneficence, by which He
incites all men to noble conduct, and particularly
the nation of His worshippers, for whom He opens
up the road which leads to happiness. In the second 190
kind we find combination and partnership: the
prophet asks questions of God about matters on
which he has been seeking knowledge, and God re-
plies and instructs him. The third kind are assigned

to the lawgiver himself: God has given to him of
His own power of foreknowledge and by this he will
reveal future events. Now, the first kind must be 191
left out of the discussion. They are too great to be
lauded by human lips ; scarcely indeed could heaven
and the world and the whole existing universe
worthily sing their praises. Besides, they are de-
livered through an interpreter, and interpretation
and prophecy are not the same thing. The second
kind I will at once proceed to describe, interweaving
with it the third kind, in which the speaker appears
under that divine possession in virtue of which he is
chiefly and in the strict sense considered a prophet.
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MOSES II. 192-195

XXXVI. In fulfilment of my promise, I must
begin with the following examples. There are four
cases upon which the divine voice laid down the
law in the form of question and answer and which
therefore have a mixed character; for, on the one
hand, the prophet asks a question under divine pos-
session, and on the other hand the Father, in giving
the word of revelation, answers him and talks with
him as with a partner.® The first case is one which
would have enraged not only Moses, the holiest of
men ever yet born, but even one who knew but a little
of the flavour of godliness. ?A certain base-born
man, the child of an unequal marriage, his father an
Egyptian, his mother a Jewess, had set at naught
the ancestral customs of his mother and turned aside,
as we are told, to the impiety of Egypt and embraced
the atheism of that people. For the Egyptians
almost alone among the nations have set up earth
as a power to challenge heaven.© FEarth they held
to be worthy of the honours due to a god, and re-
fused to render to heaven any special tribute of
reverence, acting as though it were right to shew
respect to the outermost regions rather than to the
royal palace. For in the universe heaven is a palace
of the highest sanctity, and earth is the outer region,
estimable indeed in itself, but when it comes into com-
parison with ether, as far inferior to it as darkness is to
light and night to day and corruption to incorruption
and mortal man to God. The Egyptians thought
otherwise; for, since the land is not watered like other
countries by the downpour of rain but regularly every
year becomes a standing water through the flooding of
the river, they speak of the Nile as though it were
the counterpart of heaven and therefore to be deified,
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MOSES II. 195-199

and talk about the land in terms of high rever-
ence. XXXVII. And, lo, this half-bred person, 196
having a quarrel with someone of the nation that
has vision and knowledge, losing in his anger all
control over himself, and also urged by fondness for
Egyptian atheism, extended his impiety from earth
to heaven, and with his soul and tongue and all the
organism of speech alike accursed, foul, abominable,
in the superabundance of his manifold wickedness
cursed Him, Whom even to bless is a privilege not
permitted to all but only to the best, even those
who have received full and complete purification.
Whereupon Moses, astonished at his madness and 197
the superabundance of his audacity, though the
spirit of noble indignation was strong within him and
he would fain have cut him off with his own hand,
feared lest he might exact too light a penalty ; for
to devise an adequate punishment for such impiety
was beyond human powers. Refusal to reverence 198
God implies refusal to honour parents and country
and benefactors. And, if so, what depths of de-
pravity remain for him to reach who besides refusing
reverence dares also to revile Him? And yet even
reviling is a lesser sin compared with cursing. But,
when an idle tongue and an unbridled mouth put
themselves at the service of lawless follies, some
monstrous violation of the moral law is sure to be
committed. Answer me, thou man, Does anyone 199
curse God? Then what other god does he call on
to make good the curse, or is it clear that he invokes
the help of God against Himself? Avaunt such
profane and unholy thoughts! Well may the un-
happy soul purge itself, which through the ministry
of that purblind sense, the ears, has been outraged
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MOSES II. 200-203

by listening to such words. And was not the tongue 200
of him who uttered such a blasphemy paralysed ?
and the ears of him who was to hear it blocked ?
Surely they would have been, were it not otherwise
provided by justice, who holds that over nothing
which is extremely good or exceedingly bad should
a veil be thrown, but would have them submitted
to the clearest test of their goodness or badness, that
it may award approval to the one and punishment to
the other. Moses, therefore, ordered the man to be 201
haled to prison and put in chains, and implored God,
to Whose mercy he appealed, pleading the enforce-
ment of the senses by which we see what by rights
we should not see and hear what we should not
hear, to shew what should be done to the author of
this impious and unholy crime, so monstrous and
unheard-of. God commanded that he should be 202
stoned, holding, I suppose, that stoning was the
fitting punishment for a man of a hard and stony soul,
and also desiring that the work of vengeance should
be shared by all the people, who, as He knew, were
deeply indignant and desired the death of the
offender. And execution by missiles appeared to
be the only mode in which so many thousands could
take part.

When this impious malefactor had paid the penalty, 203
a new ordinance was drawn up. Previous to this, no
such enactment would have seemed to be required.
But unexpected disorders demand new laws as a
check to offences. And so on this occasion¢ the
following law was promulgated: Whoever curses
god, let him bear the guilt of his sin, but he that

fits in well with the general statement in the preceding
sentence.
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MOSES II. 204-207

nameth the name of the Lord let him die.s Well 204
hast thou said, thou wisest of men, who alone hast
drunk deep of the untempered wine of wisdom.
Thou hast held the naming to be worse than the
cursing, for thou couldst not be treating lightly one
guilty of the gravest impiety and ranking him with
the milder offenders while thou didst decree the
extreme penalty of death to one who was judged to
have committed the lesser iniquity. XXXVIII. No, 205
clearly by * god,” he is not here alluding to the
Primal God, the Begetter of the Universe, but to
the gods of the different cities who are falsely so
called, being fashioned by the skill of painters and
sculptors. For the world as we know it is full of
idols of wood and stone, and suchlike images. We
must refrain from speaking insultingly of these, lest
any of Moses’ disciples get into the habit of treating
lightly the name ** god ™ in general, for it is a title
worthy of the highest respect and love. But if any- 20g
one, I will not say blasphemes the Lord of gods and
men, but even ventures to utter His Name un-
seasonably, let him suffer the penalty of death. TFor, 207
even in the case of our own parents, though they
are but mortals, all who have regard for the honour
due to parentage abstain from using their personal
names, and, leaving these unsaid, call them instead
by the terms of natural relationship—father and
mother—and their so addressing them is seen at once
to be an indirect acknowledgement of unsurpassed
benefits conferred by them and an expression of
God shall bear his sin. And he that blasphemeth the name
of the Lord shall surely be put to death.” Philo’s explana-
tion is repeated by Josephus, Ant. iv. 207, Ap. ii. 237,

with reference to Ex. xxii. 28, ¢ Thou shalt not revile God,”
where the Lxx has @eovs.
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MOSES II. 208-211

their own standing gratitude. After this, can we 208
still think worthy of pardon those, who, with a reck-
less tongue, make unseasonable use of the muost
holy name of the Deity and treat it as a mere ex-
pletive ?

XXXIX. After this honour paid to the Parent 209
of All, the prophet magnified the holy seventh day,
seeing with his keener vision its marvellous beauty
stamped upon heaven and the whole world and
enshrined in nature itself. For he found that she 210
was in the first place motherless, exempt from
female parentage, begotten by the Father alone,
without begetting, brought to the birth, yet not
carried in the womb. Secondly, he saw not only
these, that she was all lovely and motherless, but
that she was also ever virgin, neither born of a
mother nor a mother herself, neither bred from
corruption nor doomed to suffer corruption.® Thirdly,
as he scanned her, he recognized in her the birth-
day of the world,? a feast celebrated by heaven, cele-
brated by earth and things on earth as they rejoice
and exult in the full harmony of the sacred number.
For this cause, Moses, great in everything,determined 211
that all whose names were written on his holy
burgess-roll and who followed the laws of nature
should hold high festival through hours of cheerful
gaiety, abstaining from work and profit-making
crafts and professions ¢ and business pursued to get a
livelihood, and enjoy a respite from labour released
from weary and painful care. But this leisure should

zgﬁ De Op. 100 and Leg. All. i. 15, and further App.

. 609.
Py Cf. Mos. i. 207 and note.

¢ Both the mental and the manual arts are included under
Téxvae, cf. §219.
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° Referring to txx Ex. xx. 18 “all the people saw the
vonce, *¢f. De Mig. 41.
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MOSES II1. 211-214

be occupied, not as by some in bursts of laughter
or sports or shows of mimes and dancers on which
stage-struck fools waste away their strength almost
to the point of death, and through the dominant
senses of sight and hearing reduce to slavery their
natural queen, the soul, but by the pursuit of
wisdom only. And the wisdom must not be that of 212
the systems hatched by the word-catchers and sophists
who sell their tenets and arguments like any bit of
merchandise in the market, men who for ever pit
philosophy against philosophy without a blush, O earth
and sun, but the true philosophy which is woven
from three strands—thoughts, words and deeds—
united into a single piece for the attainment and
enjoyment of happiness. ¢ Now, a certain 213
man, setting at nought this ordinance, though the
echoes of the divine commands about the sacredness
of the seventh day were ringing in his ears, commands
promulgated by God not through His prophet but
by a voice which, strange paradox, was visible ? and
aroused the eyesratherthanthe earsof the bystanders,
went forth through the midst of the camp to gather
firewood, knowing that all were resting in their tents.
But that his crime might not remain hidden,® he was
observed while still engaged in the wicked deed.
For some persons who had gone out of the gates into 214
the wilderness to pray in the quiet open solitude ¢ saw
this lawless sight, a man gathering sticks for fuel,
and, hardly able to control themselves, they were
minded to slay him. Reflection, however, caused
them to restrain the fierceness of their anger. They

¢ 1xx (xv.32). “And the children of Israel were in the
wilderness and they found,” etc., E.V, “ while they were
. . . they found.”
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ot iepels, mapewsTriker 8¢ ovpmaca 1} wAnbls mwpods
215 dxpbaow. éfos yap N, del uév katd TO mapelkov,
mponyovpuévws 8¢ Tals e',BSéILaLg, s e’Sﬁ)\waa Kal
wpoa@ev, ¢1)\oco¢ew, oD pnév nye,u,ovog ddrnyov-
[168] uévov kali 3L8aaxov1'og d Te | xpn mpdrTew kal
Ayew, Ta@v 8 els radokdyallov émdiddvrwv ral
216 BeAriovuévay 1d 7€ Ny Kal Tov Blov. dp’ of kai
eloér viv dudogododor Tais éB3Spars *Tovdalor Tv
wdTpiov Puhocodiav Tov ypovov éreitvov davalévres
émoriiuy kal fewpla TdV mepl Pvowr To yap
katd méets mpooevkTripia T éTepdy doTw 7) Siba-
oxaldela Ppoviicews wai dvdpelas kal owdpootvns
kal Sukatootyns edoeBelas Te kal GouéTnTOS KA
ovumdons dpersis, 7} kartavoeltar xai katopfodrar
7d 1€ avlpwymeia kal Oeia;
217 XL. Tére pév odv els elpxkmy 6 TnAwkodrov
agéBnua Spdoas dwdyerar. Mawvofls 8¢ dmopdv
8 T xpn mabeiv Tov dvbpwmov—ijder yap dfwa
Oavdrov Swamempaypévov, dAAd Tis v yévoiro Tpd-
mos dpudlwy Ths Tipwplas;—dpikvelTar mpos TO
ddpatov dopdrew Yuys Sucactiiplov kal émrvvfdvero
To0 kal wplv dxoboar wdvr émoTaudvov Bika-
218 ;700, T{ Kékpwev. o O dmodaiveTar Ty yrdow,

o Or “ of theology.” See on De¢ Abr. 99.

® Accordm;;.r1 to the narrative as it stands, sabbath-break-
ing had already been declared a capital crime, Ex. xxxi. 14,
XXXV. 2,
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did not wish to make it appear that they who were
but private citizens took upon themselves the ruler’s
duty of punishment, and that too without a trial,
however clear was the offence in other ways, or that
the pollution of bloodshed, however justly deserved,
should profane the sacredness of the day. Accord-
ingly they arrested him, and took him before the
ruler beside whom the priests were seated, while the

whole multitude stood around to listen; for it was 215

customary on every day when opportunity offered,
and pre-eminently on the seventh day, as I have
explained above, to pursue the study of wisdom with
the ruler expounding and instructing the people
what they should say and do, while they received
edification and betterment in moral principles and

conduct. Even now this practice is retained, and 216

the Jews every seventh day occupy themselves with
the philosophy of their fathers, dedicating that time
to the acquiring of knowledge and the study of the
truths of nature.* For what are our places of prayer
throughout the cities but schools of prudence and
courage and temperance and justice and also of
piety, holiness and every virtue by which duties to
God and men are discerned and rightly performed?

XL. So, then, the perpetrator of this great sin 217

against God was for the time being taken into custody.
But Moses was in doubt as to what should be done to
him. He knew that the action deserved death,? but
what would be the proper method of punishment ?
So, then, in spirit, he approached the judgement-seat,
invisible even as the spirit which sought it, and asked
of the Judge Who knows all before He hears it what

His sentence was. That Judge declared His decision 918
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220 uépos ws elkds ovvnovydoew. U y 8¢ EYda mupds,
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T¢ Kalovti dpdv, 70 mapavdunua SurAacidlovra,
7 pév 87 mpooTaybév npepety ovvexdule, T &
6Tt kal TowiTa cuvexduilev, & mupds éoTw UMy,
s TRV TEXVDV dpxﬁg.

221 XLI. Ap,gbw pev odv 'ra etp'r],u.eva 'rcpw,owg
daoefdv 'rrepcexel. dua wevaews Kal avroxpwewg
ﬂeﬂatov,uevas. érepa 8¢ Svo é €O"TLV OUXL Tijs avTis
aMa 8La¢epovcmg déas, dv 1O peév 7T€pL thypou

[169] Stadoyds, 76 & doa 7& Sokelv mapd kaipov | émi-
're)\ovp,e'vng L'epovpyl.'ag, mepl ﬁs Aextéov mpdrepov.

222 mv apxny Tis eapw'r]g wn,u.epcas mpddTov avaypagéec
wijva vaang év Tais 7@V evcavrwv mepLodous dva-
feis oy Gomep évior xpbvew Ta mpeaBeta pdlov
1) Tals Tijs ¢oews xdpiow, ds avérelkev avfpdimors:

¢ Only found in Fx. xxxv. 8, though the command to bake
or boil the manna before the Sabbath, Ex. xvi. 23, may be
taken to imply it. (Driver.)

® For §§ 222-232 see Num. ix. 1-14.
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that the man should die, and by no other death but
stoning ; since in him, as in the earlier culprit, the
mind had been changed into a senseless stone by a
deed which was the perfection of wickedness, and
covered practically all the prohibitions enacted for
the honouring of the seventh day. How is this? 219
Because not merely the mechanical but also the other
arts and occupations, particularly those which are
undertaken for profit and to get a livelihood, are
carried on directly or indirectly by the instrumentality
of fire. And, therefore, he often @ forbids the lighting
of a fire on the seventh day, regarding it as the cause
which lay at the root of all and as the primary
activity ; and, if this ceased, he considered that other
particular activities would naturally cease also. But 220
sticks are the material for fire, so that by picking
them up he committed a sin which was brother to and
of the same family as the sin of burning them. And
his was a double crime ; it lay first in the mere act of
collecting, in defiance of the commandment to rest
from work, secondly in the nature of what he collected,
being materials for fire which is the basis of the arts.
XLI. Both the incidents mentioned above are con- 221
cerned with the punishment of impious persons,
ratified by means of question and answer. There
are two others of a different kind : one connected
with the suceession to an inheritance, the other with
a rite performed at apparently a wrong season. It
will be better to take the latter example before the
other. ?Moses dates the first month of the year’s 222
revolution at the beginning of the spring equinox.
And, in doing so, he is not like some giving the place of
honour to the actual time but rather to the gifts of
naturewhich she raises up for men. For at the equinox
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MOSES II. 222-226

the corn crops, our necessary food, become ripe, while
on the trees, which are in full bloom, the fruit is just
beginning to appear. This ranks second to the corn,
and therefore is a later growth. For in nature what
is a less pressing always comes after a really pressing
necessity. Now, wheat and barley and the other 223
kinds of food without which life is impossible are
pressing necessities, but wine and olive oil and tree
fruits do not come under this head, as men continue
their life for many years and reach extreme old age
without them. In this month, about the fourteenth 224
day, when the disc of the moon is becoming full, is
held the commemoration of the crossing, a public
festival called in Hebrew Pasch, on which the
victims are not brought to the altar by the laity and
sacrificed by the priests, but, as commanded by
the law, the whole nation acts as priest, each
individual bringing what he offers on his own
behalf and dealing with it with his own hands. Now, 225
while all the rest of the people were joyful and cheer-
ful, each feeling that he had the honour of priesthood,
there were others passing the time in tears and
sorrow. They had lost relations lately by death, and
in mourning them they suffered a double sorrow.
Added to their grief for their dead kinsfolk was that
which they felt at the loss of the pleasure and honour
of the sacred rite. For they were not even allowed to
purify or besprinkle themselves with holy water on
that day, since their mourning had still some days
to run and had not passed the appointed term. These 226
persons, after the festival, came to the ruler full of
gloom and depression and put the case before him—
the still recent death of their kinsfolk, the necessity
of performing their duty as mourners and their con-
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MOSES II. 226-231

sequent inability to take part in the sacrifice of the
crossing-feast. Then they prayed that they might 227
not fare worse than the others, and that the mis-
fortune, which they had sustained in the death of
their relations might not be counted as misconduct
entailing punishment rather than pity. In that case
they considered that their fate would be worse than
that of the dead, for they have no longer any per-
ception of their troubles, while they themselves
would be suffermg a living death, in which they still
retained consciousness. XLII. Moses hearmg this, 228
recognized the reasonableness of their clalm and also
the cogency of their excuse for absenting themselves
from the sacrifice ; and with these was mingled a
feeling of sympathy. Yet he wavered in his judge-
ment, and oscillated as on a balance : one scale was
weighed down by pity and justice, while in the other
lay as a counterpoise the law of the Paschal sacrifices

in which both the first month and the fourteenth day
were clearly appointed for the rite. So, vacillating
between refusal and assent, he besought God to act

as judge and to give an oracle declaring his decision.
And God hearkened to him and vouchsafed an answer 229
revealing His will, touching not only those for whom
the prophet interceded but those of future genera-
tions who might find themselves in the same case.
And, His grace abounding further, He included in
the divine edict those who for other reasons might

be unable to join the whole nation in a sacred service.

It is right to state what the pronouncements thus 230
given were. * Mourning for kinsfolk,” He said, “ i

an affliction which the family cannot avoid, but it
does not count as an offence. While it is still running 231
its appointed course, it should be banished from the
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MOSES I1. 231-234

sacred precincts which must be kept pure from all
pollution, not only that which is voluntary but also
that which is unintentionally incurred. But when
its term is finished let not the mourners be denied an
equal share in the sacred services, and thus the living
be made an appendage to the dead. Let them form
a second set to come on the second month and also
on the fourteenth day, and sacrifice just as the first
set, and observe a similar rule and method in dealing
with the victims. The same permission also must be 232
given to those who are prevented from joining the
whole nation in worship not by mourning but by
absence in a distant country. For settlers abroad
and inhabitants of other regions are not wrongdoers
who deserve to be deprived of equal privileges, par-
ticularly if the nation has grown so populous that a
single country cannot contain it and has sent out
colonies in all directions.”

XLIII. Having thus discussed the case of those 233
who, through adverse circumstances, failed to make
the Paschal sacrifice with the mass of the nation, but
were set upon repairing the omission if late yet as
best they could,® I will pass on to the final ordinance,
which concerns the succession to an inheritance.
This, like the others, originated in a question and
answer and was thus of a mixed character. ?There 234
was a man called Zelophehad, highly reputed and of
no mean tribe, who had five daughters and no son.
After the death of their father, the daughters, sus-
pecting that they would be deprived of the property
he had left, since inheritances went in the male line,
approached the ruler in all maidenly modesty, not
in pursuit of wealth but from a desire to preserve the

® For §§ 234-245 see Num. xxvii. 1-11.
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MOSES II. 235-239

name and reputation of their father. * Our father 235
died,” they said, * but not in any of the risings in
which, as it fell out, multitudes perished, but followed
contentedly the quiet life of an ordinary citizen,
and surely it is not to be accounted as a sin that
he had no male issue.* We are here outwardly as
orphans, but in reality hoping to find a father in you ;
for a lawful ruler is closer akin to his subjects than he
who begat them.” Moses admired the good sense 236
of the maidens and their loyalty to their parent, but
suspended his judgement, being influenced by another
view, which holds that men should divide inheritances
among themselves, to be taken as the reward for
military service and the wars of which they have
borne the brunt ; while nature, who grants to women
exemption from such conflicts, clearly also refuses
them a share in the prizes assigned thereto. Natur- 237
ally, therefore, in this wavering and undecided state
of mind, he referred the difficulty to God, Who alone,
as he knew, can distinguish by infallible and abso-
lutely unerring tests the finest differences and thereby
shew His truth and justice. And He, the Maker of 238
All, the Father of the World, Who holds firmly knit
together heaven and earth and water and air and all
that each of them produces, the Ruler of men and
gods, did not disdain to give response to the petition
of some orphan girls. And, with that response, He
gave something more than a judge would give, so
through and through with His beneficent power ; for
He stated His full approval of the maidens. O 239
Lord and Master, how can one hymn Thee ? What

he had no sons.” The rLxx is hardly intelligible * because
he died on account of his sin, and had no sons.”
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MOSES II. 239-242

mouth, what tongue, what else of the instruments of
speech, what mind, soul’s dominant part, is equal to
the task ? If the stars become a single choir, will
their song be worthy of Thee? If all heaven be
resolved into sound, will it be able to recount any
part of Thy excellences? “The daughters of
Zelophehad have spoken rightly,” He said. Who 240
can fail to know how great a commendation is this
testimony from God? Come now, you boasters,
with your windy pride in your prosperity, and your
pose of perked up necks and lifted eyebrows, who
treat widowhood, that piteous calamity, as a joke,
and the still more piteous desolation of orphanhood
as a matter for mockery. Mark how the persons 241
who seem thus lonely and unfortunate are not treated
as nothing worth and negligible in the judgement of
God, of Whose empire the least honoured parts are
the kingdoms found everywhere in the civilized world;
for even the whole compass of the round earth is but
the outermost fringe of His works—mark this, I say,
and learn its much-needed lesson. Still, 242
though he praised the petition of the maidens and
refrained from leaving them empty-handed, he did
not promote them to equal honour with the men who
bore the brunt of conflict. To these he assigned the
inheritances as prizes suitable to their feats of valour ;
the women he judged worthy of charity and kindness,
not of reward for services. He shows this clearly by
the words He uses. He says: “ Gift ” and * thou
shall give,” ¢ not *‘ payment "’ and ‘‘ thou shalt pay,”
for the latter pair are used when we receive what is

@ Or “restore,” *“ return.”” Cf. De Som. i. 100,
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¢ This seems the only way of taking the passage as it
stands, but it is most unsatisfactory. For (1) we should
expect r& 6ie, and ida in this position strongly suggests that
it agrees with raira, and as often="*specially used of”:
(2) The substitution of the payee for the payer is extra-
ordinarily awkward. The first difficulty might be surmounted
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MOSES 1II. 242-245

our own,® the former when we make a free gift.

XLIV. After signifying His will as to
the petition of the orphan maids, He lays down also
a more general law about succession to inheritances.
He names sons first for participation in their father’s
property, and daughters second, if there are no sons.
In the case of the daughters His phrase is that
the inheritance should be *‘ put round”? them, as
though it were an external ornament, not a possession
by right of kinship inalienable. For what is put
round does not have an intimate connexion with
what it adorns, and the ideas of close fitting and
union are quite foreign to it. After the daughters,
He names the brothers as standing third, and the
fourth place He assigns to uncles on the father’s
side, thereby indirectly suggesting that fathers may
become the heirs of sons. Tor it would be foolish
to suppose that, while He assigns the inheritance
of a nephew to his paternal uncle, because of that
uncle’s relation to the father, He withdraws from
the father himself the right of succession. But
since, in the natural order of things, sons are the
heirs of their fathers and not fathers of their
sons, He left unmentioned this deplorable and
sinister possibility, to avoid the idea of a father and
mother making profit out of their inconsolable sorrow
at the untimely death of their children. But He
does indirectly mention this by admitting the right
of the uncles; and thus He attains both ends,

by reading e 7@y <7 t6ed NapBavévrewy (W.H.D.R.), but
the second would remain. I believe that apBavévrev is
corrupt, though neither Cohn nor Mangey, who translates
‘ propria recuperantium,’ seem to have felt difficulty.

v So Lxx; E.V, “ cause to pass.”
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MOSES II. 245-249

property should not go out of the family. After the
uncles comes the fifth class, the nearest relations.
And in all such cases it is the first in succession to
whom He gives the inheritances.

XLV, Having completed this necessary account 246
of the oracles of mixed character, I will proceed next
to describe those delivered by the prophet himself
under divine inspiration, for this was included in my
promise. The examples of his possession by God’s
spirit begin with one which was also the beginning
of the prosperity of the nation, when its many
myriads set out as colonists from Egypt to the cities
of Syria. ¢ Men and women alike, they had traversed 247
a long and pathless wilderness, and arrived at the
Red Sea, as it is called. They were then naturally
in great difficulties, as they could not cross the sea
for want of boats, and did not think it safe to retrace
their steps. When they were in this state of mind, 248
a greater misfortune burst upon them. The king of
Egypt, accompanied by a very formidable body of
infantry and cavalry, came in hot pursuit, eager to
overtake them and so chastise them for leaving the
country. Hehad, indeed, permitted them to do so, in-
duced by unmistakable warnings from God. But the
disposition of the wicked is, as may be well seen, un-
stable, suspended as it were on a balance and swayed
up and down by the slightest cause in opposite
directions. Thus, caught between the enemy and 249
the sea, they despaired each of his own safety. Some
thought that the most miserable death would be a
welcome blessing, while others, believing it to be
better to perish by the elements of nature than to
become a laughing-stock to their enemies, purposed

@ For §§ 247-257 see Ex. xiv.

.
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MOSES II. 249-253

to throw themselves into the sea, and, loaded with
some heavy substances, sat waiting by the shore, so
that when they saw the foe near at hand they might
leap down and easily sink into the depths. But, 250
while in these helpless straits, they were at death’s
door with consternation (XLVI.) the prophet, seeing
the whole nation entangled in the meshes of panic,
like a draught of fishes, was taken out of himself by
divine possession and uttered these inspired words :
“Alarm you needs must feel. Terror is near at 251
hand : the danger is great. In front is a vast ex-
panse of sea; no haven for a refuge, no boats at
hand : behind, the menace of the enemy’s troops,
which march along in unresting pursuit. Whither
can one turn or swim for safety ? Everything has
attacked us suddenly from every side—earth, sea,
man, the elements of nature. Yet be of good 252
courage, faint not. Stand with unshaken minds,
look for the invincible help which God will send.
Self-sent it will be with you anon, invisible it will
fight before you. Ere now you have often experi-
enced its unseen defence. I see it preparing for the
contest and casting a noose round the necks of the
enemy. It drags them down through the sea.
They sink like lead into the depths.® You see them
still alive : I have a vision of them dead, and to-day
you too shall see their corpses.”

So he spake with words of promise exceeding any- 253
thing they could hope for. But they began to find
by the experience of facts the truth of the heavenly
message. For what he prophesied came to pass

¢ Taken from the song, Ex. xv. 10 ‘“‘they sank like lead
in the mighty water” and 5, ‘they sank in the depth
like a stone.
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MOSES II. 253-256

through the might of God, though harder to credit
than any fable. Let us picture the scene. The
sea breaks in two, and each section retires. The
parts around the break, through the whole depth of
their waters, congeal to serve as walls of vast strength:
a path is drawn straight, a road of miracle between
the frozen walls on either side : the nation makes 254
its passage, marching safely through the sea, as on
a dry path or a stone-paved causeway ; for the sand
is crisped, and its scattered particles grow together
into a unity : the enemy advance in unresting pur-
suit, hastening to their own destruction : the cloud
goes behind the travellers’ rear to guide them on
their way, and within is the vision of the Godhead,
flashing rays of fire. Then the waters which had
been stayed from their course and parted for a while
return to their place : the dried-up cleft between
the walls suddenly becomes a sea again : the enemy 255
meet their doom, sent to their last sleep by the fall
of the frozen walls, and overwhelmed by the tides,
as they rush down upon their path as into a ravine !
that doom is evidenced by the corpses which are
floated to the top and strew the surface of the sea:
last comes a mighty rushing wave, which flings the
corpses in heaps upon the opposite shore, a sight
inevitably to be seen by the saved, thus permitted
not only to escape their dangers, but also to behold
their enemies fallen under a chastisement which no
words can express, through the power of God and
not of man. After this, what should Moses do but 256
honour the Benefactor with hymns of thanksgiving ?
He divides the nation into two choirs, one of men,
the other of women, and himself leads the men while
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MOSES II. 256-259

he appoints his sister to lead the women, that the
‘two in concert might sing hymns to the Father and
Creator in tuneful response, with a blending both
of temperaments ¢ and melody—temperaments eager
to render to each other like for like ; melody pro-
duced by the concord of treble and bass; for the
voices of men are bass and the women’s treble, and
when they are blended in due proportion the result-
ing melody is of the fullest and sweetest harmony.
All these myriads were persuaded by Moses to sing 257
with hearts in accord the same song, telling of those
mighty and marvellous works which I have recorded
just above. And the prophet, rejoicing at this,
seeing the people also overjoyed, and himself no
longer able to contain his delight, led off the song,
and his hearers massed in two choirs sang with him
the story of these same deeds.?

XLVII. ¢Itwasthus that Moses began and opened 258
his work as a prophet possessed by God’s spirit. His
next utterance of this sort was concerned with that
primary and most necessary matter, food ; and this
food was not produced by the earth, which was barren
and unfruitful, but heaven rained down before day-
break, not once only but every day for forty years,
a celestial fruit in the form of dew, like millet grain.
When Moses saw it, he bade them gather it, and 259
said under inspiration : ““ We must trust God as we
have experienced His kindnesses in deeds greater
than we could have hoped for. Do not treasure up
or store the food He sends. Let none leave any
moment they are entirely united. The phrase is often used
by Philo as a synonym for éuévoe and the like.

b {.e. ““the above-mentioned.” Others take it to mean the

words which Moses said to them.
¢ For §§ 258-269 see Ex. xvi. 4-30,
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¢ Cf. notes on Mos. i. 207, and De 4br. 1,
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MOSES II. 260-263

part of it over till the morrow.”” On hearing this, 260
some whose piety had little ballast, thinking perhaps
that the statement was no divine oracle but just the
exhortation of the ruler, left it to the next day ; but

it first rotted and filled the whole extent of the camp
with its stench, and then turned into worms which
are bred from corruption. Moses, seeing this, was 261
naturally and indeed inevitably indignant at their
disobedience—to think that after witnessing wonders

so many and so great, impossibilities no doubt as
judged by what to outward appearance is credible
and reasonable but easily accomplished by the
dispensations of God’s providence, they not only
doubted, but in their utter incapacity for learning
actually disbelieved. But the Father confirmed the 262
utterance of the prophet with two most convincing
proofs. One proof He had given at the time, when
what was left over corrupted and stank and then was
changed into worms, the vilest of living creatures.
The other He gave later, for the unneeded surplus
over what was gathered by the multitude was
dissolved by the sun’s rays, melted away and
disappeared.

XLVIII. Not long after, Moses delivered a second 263
inspired pronouncement concerning the sacred
seventh day. That day has held the place of honour
in nature, not merely from the time when the world
was framed, but even before the heaven and all that
sense perceives came into being. Yet men knew it
not, perhaps because by reason of the constant and
repeated destructions by water and fire the later
generations did not receive from the former the
memory of the order and sequence of events in the
series of years.* This hidden truth Moses, under
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MOSES II. 263-267

inspiration, revealed in an announcement to which a
manifest sign gave testimony. This sign was as 264
follows : the shower of food from the air was less
on the first days, but on a later day was doubled ;
and on those first days anything left melted and was
dissolved till, after turning completely into moisture,
it disappeared ; but on that later day it admitted no
change and remained just as it had been. Moses,
when he heard of this and also actually saw it,
was awestruck and, guided by what was not so
much surmise as God-sent inspiration, rade an-
nouncement of the sabbath. I need hardly say that 265
conjectures of this kind are closely akin to prophecies.
For the mind could not have made so straight an
aim if there was not also the divine spirit guiding it
to the truth itself. Now the greatness of the wonder 266
was shown not only by the double supply of food
and its remaining sound contrary to the usual
happening, but by the combination of both these
occurring on the sixth day, counting from the day
on which the food began to be supplied from the air ;
and that sixth day was to be followed by the dawning
of the seventh which is the most sacred of numbers.
And therefore consideration will show the inquirer
that the food given from heaven followed the analogy
of the birth of the world ; for both the creating of
the world and also the raining of the said food were
begun by God on the first day out of six. The copy 267
reproduces the original very exactly: for, as God
called up His most perfect work, the world, out of
not being into being, so He called up plenty in the
desert, changing round the elements to meet the
pressing need of the occasion, so that instead of the
earth the air bore food for their nourishment, and
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MOSES II. 267-271

that without labour or travail for those who had no
chance of resorting to any deliberate process of pro-
viding sustenance. After this, he uttered 268
a third prophetic saying of truly marvellous import.
He declared that on the sabbath the air would not
yield the accustomed food, and that nothing would
come down to earth as it had done before, not even
the smallest morsel. And this proved true in the 269
result, for it was on the day before the sabbath that

he prophesied this, but on the morrow some of the
weaker-minded set out to gather the food but were
disappointed and returned baffled, reproaching them-
selves for their disbelief and hailing the prophet as a
true seer, an interpreter of God, and alone gifted
with foreknowledge of the hidden future.

XLIX. ¢Such was his pronouncement under divine 270
inspiration on the matter of the food which came
from heaven, but there are examples to follow which
must be noted, though perhaps they may be thought
toresemble exhortations rather than oracular sayings.
Among these is the command given at their great
backsliding from the ways of their fathers,about which
I have spoken above. This was when, after fashion-
ing a golden bull in imitation of the vanity of Egypt,?
they set up choirs and built altars and brought
victims for sacrifice in forgetfulness of the true God
and to the ruin of the high-born qualities inherited
from their forefathers and fostered by piety and
holiness. At this, Moses was cut to the heart to 271
think that in the first place the whole people had
suddenly been blinded who a few hours ago had
excelled every nation in clearness of vision, and
secondly, that a fable falsely invented could quench
the bright radiance of truth-—truth on which no
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MOSES II. 271-274

eclipse of the sun or of all the starry choir can cast
a shadow, since it is illumined by its own light, the
intelligible, the incorporeal, compared with which
the light of the senses would seem to be as night
compared with day. He therefore became another 272
man, changed both in outward appearance and mind ;
and, filled with the spirit, he cried : ** Who is there
who has no part with this delusion nor has given to
no-lords the name of lordship ? Let all such come
to me.” One tribe came at the call, bringing with 273
them their minds no less than their bodies, men who
for some time had been breathing slaughter against
the godless workers of unholiness, but sought to find
a leader and captain who would have the right to
tell them when and how to make this attack. When
Moses found them hot with rage and brimful of
courage and resolution, he was more than ever
possessed by the spirit and said : ““ Let each of you
take his sword and rush through the whole camp, and
slay not only those who are strangers to you but also
the very nearest of your friends and kinsfolk. Mow
them down, holding that to be a truly righteous deed
which is done for truth and God’s honour, a cause
which to champion and defend is the lightest of
labours.” So they slaughtered three thousand of the 274
principal leaders in godlessness, without meeting any
resistance, and thereby not only made good their
defence against the charge of having been party
to the shameless crime, but were accounted as the
noblest of heroes and awarded the prize most suitable
to their action, that is the priesthood. For it was
meet that the duty of ministering to holiness should
be given to those who had battled and acquitted
themselves bravely in its defence.
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b i.e. Aaron, Eleazar, and Ithamar. The death, or
according to Philo the translation, of Nadab and Ablhu is
dated before this.
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L. 8aThere is another still more remarkable utter- 275
ance of this kind which I may mention. It is one
which I described some way back when I was speak-
ing of the prophet in his capacity of high priest. This
again came from his own mouth when again under
possession, and it was fulfilled not long afterwards
but at the very time when the prediction was given.
The ministers of the temple are of two ranks, the 276
higher consisting of priests, the lower of temple
attendants; and atthat time there were three priests?
but many thousand attendants. These last, puffed 277
with pride at their own numerical superiority over
the priests, despised their fewness, and combined in
the same deed two trespasses, by attempting on the
one hand to bring low the superior, on the other to
exalt the inferior. This is what happens when sub-
jects attack their rulers to confound that most ex-
cellent promoter of the common weal, order. Then, 278
conspiring with each other, and collecting in great
numbers, they raised an outery against the prophet,
declaring that he had bestowed the priesthood on his
brother and nephews because of their relation to him,
and had given a false account of their election, which
had not really been made under divine direction, as we
stated it above to be. Moses, greatly hurt and grieved 279
at this, though the mildest and meekest of men, was
so spurred to righteous anger by his passionate hatred
of evil that he besought God to turn His face from
their sacrifice ; not that the All-righteous Judge
would ever accept the ministries of the impious, but
because the soul of one whom God loves must also do
its part and not keep silence, so eagerly does it desire
that the unholy may not prosper but ever fail to
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MOSES II. 280-285

attain their purpose. While his heart was still hot 280
within him, burning with lawful indignation, inspira-
tion came upon him, and, transformed into a prophet,
he pronounced these words : * Disbelief falls hardly
on the disbelievers only. Such are schooled by facts
alone, and not by words. Experience will show them
what teaching has failed to show that I do not lie.
This matter will be judged by the manner of their 281
latter end. If the death they meet is in the ordinary
course of nature, my oracles are a false invention ;
but, if it be of a new and different kind, my truthful-
ness will be attested. I see the earth opened and
vast chasms yawning wide. I see great bands of
kinsfolk perishing, houses dragged down and swal-
lowed up with their inmates, and living men descend-
ing into Hades.” As he ceased speaking, the earth 282
burst open under the shock of a convulsion, and the
bursting was just in that part where the tents of
the impious stood, so that they were borne below in
a mass and hidden from sight ; for the gaping sides
closed again when the object was accomplished for
which they had been split asunder. And, shortly 283
after, thunderbolts fell suddenly on two hundred and
fifty men who had led the sedition and destroyed
them in a mass, leaving no part of their bodies to
receive the tribute of burial. The quick succession 284
of these punishments and their magnitude in both
cases clearly and widely established the fame of the
prophet’s godliness, to the truth of whose pronounce-
ments God Himself had testified. This too we 285
should not fail to note, that the work of chastising
the impious was shared by earth and heaven, the
fundamental parts of the universe. For they had
set the roots of their wickedness on earth, but let it
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6 kabdmep é&v 76 LD repak) ThHs SAns vouobeaias

4 For §§ 288-291 see Deut. xxxiii. and xxxiv.
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MOSES II. 285-290

grow so high that it mounted right up to ether above.
Therefore each of the two elementssupplied its punish- 286
ment: earth burst and parted asunder to drag down
and swallow up those who had then become a burden

to it; heaven poured down the strangest of rainstorms,

a great stream of fire to blast them in its flames.
Whether they were swallowed up or destroyed by 287
the thunderbolts, the result was the same : neither
party was ever seen again, the former hidden in the
earth by the closing of the chasm which united to
form level ground again, the latter consumed abso-
lutely and entirely by the flame of the thunderbolt.

LI. ¢ Afterwards the time came when he had to 288
make his pilgrimage from earth to heaven, and leave
this mortal life for immortality, summoned thither
by the Father Who resolved his twofold nature of
soul and body into a single unity, transforming his
whole being into mind, pure as the sunlight. Then,
indeed, we find him possessed by the spirit, no longer
uttering general truths to the whole nation but
prophesying to each tribe in particular the things
which were to be and hereafter must come to pass.
Some of these have already taken place, others are
still looked for, since confidence in the future is assured
by fulfilment in the past. It was very fitting that 289
persons so different in the history of their birth,
particularly in their descent on the mother’s side and
in the manifold varieties of their thoughts and aims
and the endless diversities of their practices and
habits of life, should receive as a sort of legacy a suit-
able apportionment of oracles and inspired sayings.
This was indeed wonderful : but most wonderful of 290
all is the conclusion of the Holy Scriptures, which
stands to the whole law-book as the head to the living
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201 éoTiv. 10n yap dvadapPavouevos rai ém adTis
aABidos éoTuds, va Tov els ovpavov dpduov dumrd-
pevos €dlvvy, xatamvevalels wal émbewdoas (v
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éxaorov kai mpos dmavras edvolas rai kndeuovias.
-~ \ < 4 U4 A \ € M
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700 Paocidéws wal vouolérov kal dpyiepéws kai
mpodrjrov Mawvoéws S Tdv iepdv ypaupdrwy
pvnuoveveTaL.
1 A rather strange use: Mangey 8iefivw,
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creature’ for when he was already being exalted and 291
stood at the very barrier, ready at the signal to direct
his upward flight to heaven, the divine spirit fell upon
him and he prophesied with discernment while still
alive the story of his own death ; told ere the end how
the end came ; told how he was buried with none
present, surely by no mortal hands but by immortal
powers ; how also he was not laid to rest in the tomb
of his forefathers but was given a monument of special
dignity which no man has ever seen; how all the
nation wept and mourned for him a whole month and
made open display, private and public, of their sorrow,
in memory of his vast benevolence and watchful care
for each one of them and for all.

Such, as recorded in the Holy Scriptures, was the 292
life and such the end of Moses, king, lawgiver, high
priest, prophet.
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